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INTRODUCTION

EIS Scoping Process

In conformance with National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) requirements, the FAA accomplished scoping for the conduct of the Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed construction and operation of the inaugural airport facilities at
the South Suburban Airport site, located in Will County, lllinois.

The proposed actions to be examined in the EIS include the following:

Construction of a single east-west runway, with full parallel taxiway system.
Construction of an airline terminal, sized to meet projected demand.

New air cargo facilities.

New general aviation facilities.

Refer to Section 2.1 of this document for additional information on the proposed actions.

The following summarizes the scoping process and comments received on the proposed action that will
be considered in the development of the EIS.

Scoping Notification

Notification of the scoping process for the South Suburban Airport (SSA) Tier 2 EIS was accomplished in
compliance with NEPA and FAA requirements. Methods were used to inform agencies and the public
about the EIS scoping process for the study are listed below.

Federal Register Notice of Intent (NOI) — The FAA published a notice in the Federal Register
on Tuesday, October 28, 2003, which included the Letter of Intent to prepare an EIS at the South
Suburban Airport. The NOI summarized the proposed developments and FAA’s requirements
under the NEPA for EIS preparation. A copy of the notice is provided in Section 1.1 of this
document.

Advertisements — Advertisements announcing the FAA scoping process and providing
notification of the scoping meetings were published in local newspapers serving the study area.
Advertisements run in the local and metro sections of the newspapers listed below are shown in
Section 1.2 of this document.

Newspaper Ad Size Run Dates
The Chicago Sun-Times » »
(Circulation: 491,795) 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003
The Chicago Tribune (Circulation: » »
693,659) 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003
The Herald News Sun. Nov. 2, 2003

(Circulation: 150,154) 247 (3 columns x 87), b/w

Daily Southtown
(Circulation: 53,679)
Chicago Daily Defender
(Minority — Metro Chicago)

The Star (Tinley Park) 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w

Fri. Nov. 28, 2003
Sun. Nov. 2, 2003
Fri. Nov. 28, 2003

Quarter page, b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003

Sun. Nov. 2, 2003
Sun. Nov. 30, 2003
Sun. Nov. 2, 2003
Fri. Nov. 28, 2003

24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w

Kankakee Daily Journal 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w

Press Releases/Media Relations — Press releases were sent on October 30 and December 1,
2003 to print, radio, and television media in the Chicago South Suburban metropolitan area.
Press releases and a list of media are shown in Section 1.2.
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Scoping Meetings

One Agency scoping meeting and one public scoping meeting were accomplished on December 3, 2003
as part of the EIS scoping process for this study. An Agency scoping meeting was held in the morning,
which was followed by a public scoping meeting in the evening. Court reporters were present to record
all testimony given in the two meetings. A PowerPoint presentation was shown, a handout was
distributed and presentation boards were displayed at the meetings summarizing the proposed action as
well as the scoping and EIS processes. The handout is provided in Section 2.1, the display boards are
provided in Section 2.2, and the presentation is provided in Section 2.3 of this document. These
meetings are described below:

Agency Scoping Meeting — A scoping meeting specifically for Federal, state, and local
governmental agencies was held at Governors State University on Wednesday, December 3,
2003 between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. A total of 88 people signed in at the
meeting (including FAA personnel). Comment forms were available for participants to submit a
written comment either at the meeting or by mail to the FAA Project Manager by December 19,
2003. A court reporter was present to take a verbatim transcript of the meeting.

Public Scoping Meeting — A scoping meeting specifically for the general public was also held at
Governors State University on Wednesday, December 3, 2003 between the hours of 4:00 p.m.
and 8:00 p.m. A total of 136 people signed in at the meeting.

Representatives of the FAA, IDOT, and the URS consultant team were also available to discuss
the Scoping Process, and the proposed action, as well as to answer any questions from the
public. Comment forms were available for participants to submit a written comment either at the
meeting or by mail to the FAA Project Manager by December 19, 2003. In addition, one court
reporter was present to take verbatim comments from any person wishing to speak at the
meeting.

Scoping Comments Received — The comment period for the scoping process began on Tuesday,
October 28, 2003 with the publication of the Federal Register Notice. The scoping comment period
ended on Friday, December 19, 2003. During the comment period, a total of 278 comments were
received:

Federal Agencies — 8 comments were received by the FAA from Federal government agencies
at the Scoping Meeting or during the comment period. These comments were submitted in
writing to the FAA Project manager. A list of commenters with a summary of their comments are
provided in the Comment/Response Database Report (see Sections 3.1 and 3.2).

State Agencies — 6 comments were received by the FAA from state government agencies at the
Scoping Meeting or during the comment period. These comments were submitted in writing to
the FAA Project manager. A list of commenters with a summary of their comments are provided
in the Comment/Response Database Report (see Sections 3.1 and 3.3).

Local Agencies — 44 comments were received by the FAA from local government agencies at
the Scoping Meeting or during the comment period. These comments were submitted in writing
to the FAA Project manager. A list of commenters with a summary of their comments are
provided in the Comment/Response Database Report (see Sections 3.2 and 3.4).

Public Comments — 146 total comments were received by the FAA from the general public
during the comment period. These comments were submitted in writing to the FAA Project
Manager. A list of commenters with a summary of their comments are provided in the
Comment/Response Database Report (see Sections 3.1 and 3.5).

Transcripts — 74 individual commenters were recorded by the court reporter during the Agency
and Public Scoping Meeting on Wednesday, December 3, 2003 (1 Federal, 1 state, and 27 local
agency comments and 45 public comments). The comments were submitted to the FAA Project
Manager. The commenters’ summarized comments are provided in the Comment/Response
Database Report (see Sections 3.1 and 3.6).
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Federal Register/Vol. 68, No. 208/ Tuesday, October 28, 2003/ Notices

61547

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

Notice of Intent To Prepare a Tiered
Environmental Impact Statement and
Conduct Environmental Scoping for
the Construction and Operation of
Inaugural Airport Facilities by the State
of lllinois for the South Suburban
Airport

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a
Tiered Environmental Impact Statement
and to hold one (1) public scoping
meeting and one (1) governmental and
agency scoping meeting.

SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) is issuing this
notice to advise the public that a tiered
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)
will be prepared to consider the
construction and operation of Inaugural
Airport Facilities for the south
Suburban Airport (SSA). To ensure that
all significant issues related to the
proposed project are identified, one (1)
public scoping meeting and one (1)
governmental and public agency
scoping meeting will be held. The scope
of the proposed action is significantly
different from earlier scoping completed
in August 2000 that considered the
location and acquisition of land by the
state of Illinois for a potential future
supplemental air carrier airport to serve
the northeast Illinois and northwest
Indiana metropolitan area. New public
scoping will be held in order that all
significant issues related to the
proposed actions are identified.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Denis R. Rewerts, Federal Aviation
Administration, Chicago Airports
District Office, Room 320, 2300 East
Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, Illinois
60018. Mr. Rewerts can be contacted at
(847) 294-7195 (voice), (847) 294-7046
(facsimile) or by e-mail at 7-agl-ssa-eis-
project@faa.gov. Comments on the
scope of the EIS should be submitted to
the address above and must be received
no later than Friday, December 19, 2003.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA
will prepare a Tier 2 EIS for
development of inaugural airport
facilities at the SSA site located in Will
County, IL. An earlier Tier 1 EIS
approved in the FAA Record of Decision
on July 12, 2002, addressed FAA site
approval for a potential future
supplemental air carrier airport to serve
the greater Chicago region. This second
tier (Tier 2 EIS) will address the
construction and operation of inaugural
airport facilities for the SSA. All

reasonable alternatives to the proposed
action will be considered including the
No-Action Alternative.

Copies of a scoping document with
additional detail can be obtained by
contacting the FAA informational
contact person identified above. The
scoping documents can also be accessed
on the Internet at http://
www.southsuburbanairport.com.
Federal, state and local agencies and
other interested parties are invited to
make comments and suggestions to
ensure that the full range of issues
related to the proposed project are
addressed and all significant issues
identified. The FAA informational
contact person identified above must
receive these comments and suggestions
no later than Friday, December 19, 2003.

Public Scoping Meetings

The FAA will hold one (1) public and
one (1) governmental agency scoping
meeting to solicit input from the public
and various Federal, state, and local
agencies which have jurisdiction by law
or have specific expertise with respect
to any environmental impacts
associated with the proposed project.
The agency and public scoping meetings
will be held on December 3, 2003, in
Engbretson Hall at Governors State
University, University Park, Illinois.
The first meeting will be held between
10 a.m. and 12 p.m. for Federal, State,
and local agencies. The second meeting
will be held from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. for
the public and other interested parties.
An informational workshop on the SSA
Tier 2 EIS will run concurrent with the
public scoping meeting. The workshop
will be held at the hall of governors,
Governors State University, University
parkway, University Park, Illinois.

Dated: Issued in Des Plaines, Illinois on
October 22, 2003.

Philip M. Smithmeyer,

Manager, Chicago Airports District Office,
FAA, Great Lakes Region.

[FR Doc. 03-27178 Filed 10-27—-03; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

RTCA Special Committee 189/
EUROCAE Working Group 53: Air
Traffic Services (ATS) Safety and
Interoperability Requirements

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of RTCA Special
Committee 189/EUROCAE Working
Group 53 meeting.

SUMMARY: The FAA is issuing this notice
to advise the public of a meeting of
RTCA Special Committee 189/
EUROCAE Working Group 53: Air
Traffic Services (ATS) Safety and
Interoperability Requirements.

DATES: The meeting will be held
December 8-12, 2003 starting at 9:30
am.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
EUROCAE, 17 rue Hamelin, 75116,
Paris, France.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: (1)
RTCA Secretariat, 1828 L Street, NW,
Suite 805, Washington, DC 20036;
telephone (202) 833-9339; fax (202)
833-9434; Web site hitp://www.rtca.org;
(2) EUROCAE contact, Christian
Lefebvre; telephone 33/ 1 45 05 72 27;
e-mail christian.lefebvre@eurocae.com.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to section 10(a)(2) of the Federal
Advisory Committee Act (Pub. L. 92—
463, 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), notice is
hereby given for a Special Committee
189/EUROCAE Working Group 53
meeting. The agenda will include:

* December 8:

* Opening Plenary Session (Welcome
and Introductory Remarks, Review/
Approval of Meeting Agenda,
Review/Approval of Meeting
Minutes)

* Sub-group and related reports;
Position papers planned for plenary
agreement; SC—189/WG-53 co-chair
progress report

* December 9-11:
* Sub-group Meetings
* December 12:

* Closing Plenary Session (Welcome
and Introductory Remarks, Review/
Approval of Meeting Agenda)

* Sub-group and related reports;
Position papers planned for plenary
agreement; SC—189/WG—53 co-chair
progress report and wrap-up

Attendance is open to the interested
public but limited to space availability.
With the approval of the chairmen,
members of the public may present oral
statements at the meeting. Persons
wishing to present statements or obtain
information should contact the person
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section. Members of the public
may present a written statement to the
committee at any time.

Issued in Washington, DC, on October 15,
2003
Robert Zoldos,

FAA System Engineer, RTCA Advisory
Committee.

[FR Doc. 03—27179 Filed 10-27-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M
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ICAGO SUN-TIMES

I, Michael H. Dismuke y the authorized

agent of the Sun-Times Company do hereby certify
that an advertisement, of which the annexed printed

slip is a true copy, was published on:

November 2, 2003

_.- PUBLIC NOTICE .
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
Notice of Scoping Meetings
December 3, 2003
| impact
South Suburban Alrport
fnaugural Alrport Program

The Federal Aviation Administration {FAA) is issuing this notice to advise the

blic. that a tiered Environmental Impact Statement (E1S) will be prepared to .

nsider the corstruction and operation of Inaugural Airpert Facifities for the
wth Suburban Airport (SSA) located in Will County, IL. The scope of the
yposed action, construction and operation of inaugural airport facilities, is
snificantly different from earlier scoping completed in August - 2000 that
rsidered the locstion and acguisition of tand by the state of lliinois for a
tential fulure supplemental air carrier zirport to serve the northeast lllinais
d northwest Indiana métropolitan area. The EIS is being prepared in
cordance with FAA Order 5050.4A; Airpbrt Envirenmental Handbook,
Pk ing the National £ Poticy Act.

The alternatives 1o be evaluated in e ETS include, but wil not necessarily be
vited 1o, the No-Action Alternative; the Proposed Action Alternative; and prudent
d feasible aiternatives identified during the Bgency and public scoping process.

To ensure that ail significant issues related to the proposed action are
»ntified, one (1) pubiic and one {1) govemmental agency scoping meeting will

held to soficit input from the public and varigus Federal, state, and local .

encies. The agency and public scoping meetings will be held on Decamber 3,

,n Hall at G State University, Univorsity Park, liiinois.
e first meeting wilf be held between 16:00 AM and 12:00 PM for Federal,
1te, and local agencies. The second meeting will be held from 4:00 PM 1o B:00
1 for the public and othor Imtarested parties. An informational workshop on the
A Tier 2 EIS will run concurrent with the public scoping meeting. The workshop
| be held at the Hall of Governors, Governors State University, University
rhoway, University Park, illinois. in addition 1o the scoping meeting, information
the Inaugural Airport Program and the EIS scoping process are available for
aew on the South Suburban Aiport website at:

Comments and suggestions are invited to ensure that the full range of
tions, alternatives and impacts related to the proposed development are
wsidered and that 2l significant issues are identified. Written .comments and
Hestions concerning the scope of the EIS may be mailed to the FAA contact
ied below and must be postmarked no later than Friday, December 19, 2003,

For further informatich concerifg the Scoping Meeting or EIS Process,
‘ase contact Mr, Denls R. Rewerts, Federal Aviation Administration, Chicagoe
ports District Office, Room 320, 2300 East Devon Avenue, Des Plaines,
nols GOO18. Mr. ‘Rewerts can be comtacted at (847) 2947195 {volca),
7} 2947046 (facsimile) of by s-nall st T-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.BAV.

to-wit __1 _time(s) in all editions of the SUN-TIMES,
a newspaper published in the City of Chicago, County
-of Cook, and the State of Illinois, and of general
© circulation throughout said county and state.
In Witness Whereof, and by virtue of authority duly

i vested in me by The Sun-Times Company, I have hereto

. set my hand this _3 Dayof _ November AD., 2003 .

 Dcdloed N Becnibe

Authorized Agent- of the Sun-Times Company

Subscribed and sworn to before me

This _3 Day of November AD, 2003

Notary Public
:ttctt:ovoroooooo.oooo»ooooo
s OFfI1A| SEAL™ :
¢ RICHARI = NARDING ¢
b IVll'\locrar\,r Pg..-.‘;hr,‘ State of Hiinoig b
:.‘Ly..srl\fltfs.!en Expires 7/19/04 ¢

.06.00.‘......0 .

CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, INC.
401 NORTH WABASH AVENUE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60611 (312} 32i-3000



CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

Chicago Tribune Company hereby certifies that it is the
publisher of the Chiéago Tribune; that the Chicago Tribune
Is an English language newspaper of general circulation,
published daily in the City of Chicago, County of Cook
and State of Illincis; that the Chicago Tribune has been
so published continuously for more than one year prior to
the date of first publication mentioned below and is further
a newspaper as defined in I1l. Rev. Stat. ch. 100, S5 5 & 10;
that the undersigned is the duly authorized agent of the
Chicago Tribune Company to execute this certificate on its
behalf; and that a notice of which Ehe annexed is a true
copy was printed and published in said.newspaper (1)
time (s} and on the following dates:

Starting 11/02/03 and Ending 11/02/03.
the first publication being on the earliest of said dates and

the last publication being on the latest of said dates.

PUBLIC NOTICI
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

Noﬂo;;femsmberlr;'gmldeeﬁngs Executed at Chicage, Illinois this 15th
Environmetsn:liul'rm Isgatemem
South n Alrport
Inaugural Airport Program bay of January . 20 04 .

The Federal Aviation Administration {FAA} is issuing this
mﬁoanoadvisethemi:ﬁch‘mﬁemdﬁnvirpnmnﬁ_inpact
Siatement (EIS}vdiN be pnapaI red 10 conside rm?ooonstruwonme 'So.
and operation of . naugural Alrpont Facifitias for wh § - . .
Suburban Alrport {SSA) located in Will County, IL. The scope CHICAGO TRIBUNE COMPANY
of the proposed action, construction and operation of . L - S :
inaugural aiport tacilities, is significantly diffanent from earlier § . :
scoping completed in August 2000 thal congidered the || .
Iocaﬁonmdaoquisiﬁonoflandbymesmtenﬂﬂlmisfura 5 -
potential fturs supplemental air carrier airport-to. serve the § | :

nertheast llinois and northwest Indiana meiropolitan area, :
The EIS is being prepared in accordance with FAA Order | 3
5050.4A, Airpast Envir Mal Hangbook, implomenting the J ;i
National Enwironmental Policy Act. A P

The afternatives to be evaluated in‘the EIS include, but wilt
not necessarily ba fimitad fo, the No-Action Alemative; the
Propesed Actlon Alemative: and prudent and feasible
afternatives identifiad during the agency and pubiic scoping
process. -

To ensure that alt significant issues related 10 the proposed
action are identified, one {1) public and one {1) govemmental
agancy scoping meeting will be held to solicit input from the
Public and various Federal state, and local agencies. The
agency and public scoping mesetings will be held on
December 3, 2003, in Engbretson Hall at Governors State
University, University Parl, lilinols. The first maeating wilk
be held batwoen 10:00 AM and 12:00 PM for Federal, State,
and local agencies. The second Meeting will be held from
4:00 PM to 8:00 PM for the publlc and ather interestod :
parties. An informational workshap an the SSA Tier 2 EIS will -
tun concurrent with the public scoping meating. The | -
workshop will be held at the Hall of Govemars, Govamors
State University, University Parkway, Univarsity Park, #inois,
In addition to the scoping meeting, information on the
Inaugural Airport Program and is EIS scoping Pracess are
available on the South Suburban Airport website at:
hitp://www.sauthsuburbanairport. corry,

Comments and suggestions ara iwited fo ensure that the
full range of actions, alternatives and impacts related to the
proposad development are considered and hat all significart
issues are identified. Written commants and suggestions
cancerning the scope of the EIS may be maited to the FAA
contact listed below and must be pestmarked no later than
Friday, December 1%, 2003,

For further information conceming the Scoping Meeting or
EIS Process, please contact Mr. Denis R. Rewerts, Federal
Aviation Administration, Chicago Airports District Office,
Room 320, 2300 East Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, Uinois
60018. Mr. Rewerts can be contacted at (847} 204-7195

Chicago Tribune * chicagetribune.com
435 Nerth Michigan Avenue e Chicage, fllincis 60611-4066
(312) 222-3232

g o
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{volce), (847) 204-7046 (facsimife) or by e-maif at ?-égl.—



THE TINLEY PARK STAR

THE OAK FOREST-MIDLOTHIAN STAR

THE OAK LAWN STAR
THE ORLAND PARK STAR
THE PALOS AREA STAR

THE CHICAGO RIDGE-WORTH STAR

THE FRANKFORT-MOKENA-NEW LENOX-HOMER STAR

THE BOLINGBROOK STAR
THE PLAINFIELD STAR
THE ROMEOVILLE STAR
THE JOLIET AREA STAR
THE LEMONT STAR

Published by Midwest Suburban Publishers

TINLEY PARK. [LLLINOIS 60477

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
COUNTY OF COOK ) ss:
COUNTY OF WILL )

The undersigned. being duly swomn
savs that he is the authorized
agent of the Midwest Suburban
Publishing. Inc.. & corporation,
organizad under and by virtue of
the laws of the State of Delaware.
publisher of the newspaper known as
THE STAR NEWSPAPERS, published in
Cook and Wil Countes. Said paper is of
general circulation throughout said
villages, counties. state. and has
been published and circulated in
said counties and state more than
twelve months prior to the first
publication of said advertisement
and that the adveriisement, a copy
whereof, 13 hereto annexed, was
published in said newspaper on the
following dates.

11/2/3
The Star Newspaper is a newspaper as
defined in Act-Chapter 100, Sections
1 and 5, Illmois Revised Stgtutes.

erd Agent

i
17 ig
4

Wﬁ)re me this
e

Kotary Public

OFFICIAL SEAL
PAULA POUTRY
NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF iLLINOS
MY COMMISSION EXPIRES 6-7-2004
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

DAILY SOUTHTOWN, INC., NEWSPAPERS

The undersigned corporation does hereby certify that it is
the publisher of the DAILY SOUTHTOWN that said

DAILY SOUTHTOWN is a secular newspaper that has , PUBLIC NOTYCE
. . . . FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
been published daily in the County of Cook and State of ety 32 o ngs |
Itinois, continuously for more than one year prior to the wh%m%w
first publication of the notice appended, and is of general scThe Foderal Aviation Administraion (FAA) is i
: : . 19 advise the public ion {FAA)Is issuing this no-
circulation throughout the said County and State and that - Wﬁﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁm&mﬁ%
it is a newspaper as defined in “An Act to Revise The Law E'W%E%wmn%ﬁm
in Relation to Notices”. As amended by an Act approved H%ﬁ“&?ﬁﬁxﬁmﬂﬁﬁmﬁ& <
July 17, 1959 - Illinois Complied Statutes, Chapter 715 LS N
(ILCS 5/0.01 et seq.) ooy o oo mwRmaring s Natonal Evrcramen
The aitematives I bs ovaliated in the EIS inckude, but wh
That the notice appended was published in the DAILY %’%mwhﬁ,ﬁ?ﬁm
C o !
SOUTHTOWN, INC.,, on m%mm : %ﬁym
m&% at Govemors State University, Uni-
mymmmmﬁmmmmm? o otwoen
mmwm%ﬂmmm4ﬁmmmﬁ
NOVEMBER 2, 20033 : . | o o S T 2 5k onent i o e
f GmpmasShwu_rm-s% Univorsity . Parkway,
Ul"’"”"”m"%’f‘“”‘;‘&“’""’“""’ masting, In
] P”ﬁ'i“m‘?ﬁ"-fmfw“ i St Arsen
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The DAILY SOUTHTOWN, ﬁmang&m?wmu
INC., has caused this certificate to be signed and its mmmmg%mm::;m:
corporate seal affixed hereto at Tinley Park, Illinois, this 'eé'ﬁ"ws.a%f’”‘?“"?mﬂ“"”m‘ Friday, De-
4™ day of NOVEMBER, A. D., 2003. £ urher information concerming the Scoping Masting or
Y 4D L A

Avenve,.Des Plainas, Iinsis 60018
Mr. Rawerts can be cantacted af (B47) 204-7195 (voice), (847
294.7045 éfamﬂnﬂe or by 7’: af 7-ABL '%‘Q

v

Authorized Agent

County of Cook
State of Illinois
Subscribed and sworn to
before me this 4™ day of

NOVEMBER, 2003
%% p M OFFICIAL SEAL

= LINDA L. CONRAD
Notary Public NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF JLLINOIS

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 08/20/04
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

DAILY SOUTHTOWN, INC., NEWSPAPERS

The undersigned corporation doces hereby certify that it is
the publisher of the DAILY SOUTHTOWN that said
DAILY SOUTHTOWN is a sccular newspaper that has
been published daily in the County of Cook and State of
linois, continuously for more than one year prior to the
first publication of the notice appended, and is of general
circulation throughout the said County and State and that -
it is a newspaper as defined in “An Act to Revise The Law
in Relation to Notices”. As amended by an Act approved
July 17, 1959 - Illinois Complied Statutes, Chapter 715
(ILCS 5/0.01 et seq.)

PUBLIC NOTICE
oo ST AN

That the notice appended was publishied in the DAILY
SOUTHTOWN, INC., on

-
P-fegits IE
3%;:; Bt
i
SS-E;
Zig
iz

NOVEMBER 28, 2003

g‘g‘? Beris
|

i

:

%

i
i
i
i

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, The DAILY SOUTHTOWN, Koematin “ha Inayural Aport Program ard e E15 2Cop
INC., has causced this certificate to be signed and its e '
corporate seal affixed hereto at Tinley Park, Illinois, this
4" day of DECEMBER, A. D., 2003.

Authorized Agent

County of Cook

State of [ltinois
Subscribed and sworn to
before me this 4™ day of
DECEMBER, 2003

Notary Public

OFFICIAL SEAL
LINDA L. CONRAD

NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES: 08/20/04




SNSNELIEIY ™™ g RN

a_...... __..... B A
Ve e g by e ..%
Vs ™

SNOIIVIITENd AT TIVA XOd

ey ng@.:ﬁﬁ:_:

sy pazuoyine Ajnp ojunaisyl 1wafy 1o 190130 S AQ uonEdIIgNd JO IBOYNIAD SIY} PANIIXI
sey ‘presalofe se Ioysiqnd ‘suonedlqnd 4df[eA XOd PIes ‘JOTYHHM SSANLIM Ul

‘aom0u pres Jo uonesrignd 15113 oy 03 Joud 18 Quo 15€3] 1€ 10§
a1e1g pue KAuno) ‘A pres ul paysiqnd Ajre[ngar uasq SeY SMoN PleIoH YT, pres eyl

‘opewu seam uoneonqnd pres yorym ui 1adedsmou ay) wr Juisnisape payisse|s ay1 ui pasn ad4) jo
Apoq 211 se swes uﬁ sem pajund sem sonou pies uo :o:mo__m:a yaea Yoy ur 2d43 Jo 2085 2yl 1ey)
..... 0z " Terccccc3g ARp T T T U UO SBA JORIAY) :o:mu:n:a IS®[ oK pue

Q Jo kep ;UQN\Q 31} uo sEMm 310U ples Jo uoneargnd sy
N@.....ubﬁmpuuhm ...... g T

.._OM&G ..ﬂUﬂO ...... .....QE:..... .......... é@ .......... .—QQNQWBU.—H

ptes ul paystqnd Apzengs1 usaq sey Adoo anIj v SI paxauue ay) YoIyMm JO 010U E JEY]

‘0T pue § ‘I suonaag ‘o0 "deyD ‘sammels pasiasy
I S30UON 0} UOHIR|ZY UL MET 9U3 951A3y 0} PV Uy, Ul pauyap se 1adedsmau e st 18 18 pue
AIunoDy [fIAL U1 SINTD) II0 Wl pue ‘Sa1uno)) saxequey ‘afedng ‘Apunio ‘[repusy| ul pue :9jel§ pue
Aoy K31y pres i uone[nond [essusd Jo pue ‘stoumy|] Auno [Ia Ul 931[0f JO AN AU Ul pAYsT|
-qud pue pajunid sadedsmau Ajtep JENo9s © ‘SmaN PIBIAH Y], 3o 1aystand oy st 1 ey

‘SIOUI[[ JO 2181 Y1 JO smey ayt 1apun Funsixo pue paziuedio Ajnp uonerodiod e sti1 ey
:AJ1MAD AGIYEH S30d ‘SNOLLYOITENd AT TIVA X0d

S5 TIIM 40 ALNNOD
SIONITTI 40 91V1S

%Zﬁﬂ@eﬁmz up uonwongnd Jo 210341142

<Ol EI [EIBroUL sy
ug cozuc.:e.._: i i Bu|
=460S Sy OJUY) uuu ; Sjou
K SADM
“TANHS TN
oy uﬁ.ﬁ ﬂun_Sc s1ou
-JOA0S JOJIDH 94} {D DI3U.2q
il AOUSYHIOM SLL BB
sujdoas oyqnd Syg Uim jua
=JN3UGD ung M SIS T J9LL
WSS Ay} U0 dOySHIoM [DUoy
-ouLioju Uy ‘Sepund pesa
<291 JaY0 pup aqnd ey
10) Wl 00:8 O} Wl 00:r WOY
P13y eq Ira Dujjadur puo
-23% 9_._. S3[3UABY |RI0| pUD
‘34045 “j0Jopa2l 0} Wd 00L
puUD WY 0001 UM 3G PIaY
aq (lim u:_hme R YL
's1oulf|] "H0d T ALSIBAINN
CANSIBANUN BPNSISI0ULS
; .>ow ._b HoH :oﬂwhnn:m )
‘€002 ' Jequadad U0 Py
aq Him sOUlSsW Bu)dods
a1qnd- put Azuabo aylL
.mo_u:ouc 020 pUD 8j03s
|odepag: SHOLIDA PUD Dj|
~qnd 3uj wiog Indul 401105 0f
ploy aq |1im Buleeu Bu|dods
AsuastD _uEsEEEEa {L)
U0 pup dgnd (1) auo Payy
SJUSP] 2D UKD Pasodold
Uy ©f PIDJas SENSS) JUOd
“|JUBIS [0 DU} BINSUS OL
‘ssad0.d GUIdeDs Jlqnd puo
A2ualn Y Bupnp pafJituapt
SIAUDUIBYID S{AIS0A) -PUR
Japnad pue 6>_+uEm=<
UOYIY PASOdOI Y BAHOU
~A9HY UCHDY-ON 3} "0 Paj
W] @q AJDSSaI3U JOU HiM
ng ‘apnu] SIS 3y Ul pan
~[DAD 20 O} SOANDUIBYD YL
© Y Ad|od (oo

| =J|AUg PUCKDN Sy BujjuIw
-g|duw}’ "YOOQPUDH |Djusw
-uoaAug Hodily ‘vri0s0§
JARI0 YV UM 32UDPU0d
-0D u| pa.ndaud Buieq 5| g13
Byl ‘DI upjjjodoyaw puo
-Ipul Jsamiplou puo spouq|
1SDAYLI0U AUy anJas Of pod
~JD JB[IDY J|P [udwaE|d
-dns a.nny [ppuajed D 10}
SIoUNI| JO B34S ALY AQ pup| jo
UOYISINboD PUD UOYODO) Ay}
_P3JapIsuod Oy 0007 ishB
Ceny up paaIdwod Ouidods

-uB|S 5| ‘sauon) Hoedao
[ptnBnBut o uoynIdo pun
uoINKSUOY ‘UoYID pasod
-0hd ayy Jo 8dG25'AYL I

odaiy uDqangng Y4nos
2y Jo) salind podiay
[BInBAoU] 4O uoyRade pup
uolONSUOT 34} J3pSU00
04 -paundald aq {lim (513}
UaWaIDIg Jondild] Djuaw
~UOJIAUZ PEABHE D 4044 Ofignd
By SSIARD 0 BDOU SIYY Bu|
-nss| §| (yd) Uouo.ysiu
-pY UC|OIAY {RUpRd AL
wnaiold yodiy poindnoug
odsty uoaqungng wnog
. JuawIaIDig
podw] _c«:uE:o._:_,:m_
£00Z ' 19quiadad
sBueayy Duldods Jo I2YON
NOILvHLSINIWAY
© NOLLVIAY TVd3d3d
ILON JI1and

JBILID3 WO JUSIBLIP AU

'AJUNOD [[IM U Pa4000] (9SS}




THE STAR NEWSPAPERS
Published by Star Publications
TINLEY PARK, ILLINOIS, 60477

LOe Caadage fuagads Swar

S R R L TV L Qe
¥ Siddwae 0 .:.:;'\.,Cuﬂ'u_v Club HIG Sias

The Homewood-Flossmoor Star The Matteson-Richton Park Star
The Park Forest Star Tae Clciv-Calvedsily Dara 3ian
The Harvey-Markham Star The Calumet City-Burnham Star
The Lansing-Lynwood Star The South Holland-Dolton Star
The Tinley Park Star The OQak Forest-Midlothian Star
The Ouk Lawn Star The Orland Parx Star )
The Palos Area Star ' The Chicago Ridge-VWorth Star
The Frankfori-Mokena-New Lenox-Honmer Star e Bolingbrook Star
The Plainfield Star The Ronieoville Star
The Lemont Star The Joliet Area Star
: A i ——
[ e
STATLE OF ILLINOIS ) ; , %’“g‘&m
COUNTY OF COOK ) 85! ] m,d..,:,,"""""mm |
COUNTY OF WILL ) , Wﬁmm.?ﬂwm
urben Arport (SSA) focated ny Wit G, o 1%, South Sub.

The undersignad, being duly swom, says that he 13
the authorized agent of the Midwest Suburban
Publishing. Inc.. 2 corporation. organizad under and
Dy VI(TU Of tng laws of the Stare of Delaware.
publisher of the newspaper known as THE STAR
NEWSPAPERS, published in Cook and Will
Counties. Said paper is of general circulation
throughout said village, county, state more than
twelve months prior to the first publication of said
adveriisement and that the advertisament. or copy
witereof, is hersto annexed was published in said
new spaper on the follow dates,

11/30/3
The Star Newspaper is a newspaper as dafined in
Act-Chypger 100, Sectiorg | and 3. lilinois.Revised

Stpwef

WOrized Agant

Suhszphad gnd swom o before me this

1 OFFIGIAL SEAL :
PAULA POUTRY ]
$ NOTARY PUBLIC, STATE OF ILLINOIS {
3 MY COMMISSION EXFIRES 6-7-2004

e A R o R e BT
and forimae: mob ool e rooroest Mintis

prepared in acoordance with FAA Order 5¢ p
e
maives o IS Inciude, but wi

%

i
b

%E
g

22
2220

|

g
i




PUBLIC NOTICE

FEDERAL AVIATION
ADMINISTRATION

Notice of Scoping Meet-
ings December 3, 2003,

Environmental impact

| - Statement Socuth

| Suburban Airport

i Inaugural Airport Program

The Federal Aviaticn Admin-
istration (FAA), is issuing
this nofice to advise the
public that a tiered Environ-
mental  tmpact  Statement
(EIS} will be prepared to
consider the  construction
and operation of Inaugural
Airport  Facilities for the
South  Suburban  Airport
(SSA) located in Will Coun-
ty, IL. The scope of the
proposed -action, construc-
tioh and operation of inaugu-
ral airport faciities, is signifi-
cantly different from earlier
scoping completed in Au-
gust 2000 that - considered
the location and acquisition
of land by thé state of |
Winois for a- potential futufe
" supplement air : carrer air-
poit to the senje .the north-
-east llinsis .and northwest
lzlndiana . .metropolitan . area.
| The .EIS .is..being  prepared.
i;in accordance - with . FAA
i Order- 50504/, Airport Envi-
lronmnmr ﬁshdbootk,E impie-

eriting the Natiohat Environ-
| megug the Natfohal Emvion

Policy Act.
1- The altematives to be evalu-
. ated’in_the' EIS Mctude, but
will not necéssarily be' fimit-
- ed to, the No-Action Aliema-
tive; the Proposed Action
Altemative; -~ and “prudent
and feasible altematives iden-.
tified during the agency
and public scoping process.

To ensure that ail signifi-
cant issues related the the
proposed action are identi-
fied, -one ‘{t) public. and
one (1) govemmenial agen-
FAA “contact listed - "““‘“‘be,ow
and must be postmarked

no later than Friday, De- |

cember 18, 2003

R |
For further information con. f
ceming the Scoping Meet- |
Mg or EIS Process, please |
Contact Mr. Denis R, Aew- |
erts, Federal ‘Aviation Ag. !
ministration, Chicago : Ajr. |
ports .. District . - Office. |
Room 320, “ 2300 " Eagt!
Devon  Avenue, ' Deg
Plalnes, Winols, 60018 sy, |
Réwerls can be contact.
ed at  (847) .204.7195 :
(volce), . (847) 2947046
{tacsimile) or by e-mall at

7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PRO
@FAA.GOY. EcT

-8pY| ‘UCHB|IISO §O uOISIAOID
apnpul  saifelens sl .

PUBLISHER’S CERTIFICATE

I, the undersigned, do hereby certify that I am an agent of the Kankakee
Daily Journa] Company, L.L.C., duly authorized to make this certificate
on its behalf and 1 do further certify that the Kankakee Daily Journal
Company, LLL.C. is a limited liability company organized under the laws
of the State of Delaware and that said limited liability company has its
offices and place of business in the City of Kankakee, Kankakee County,
Minois, and that it is the owner and publisher of The Daily Journal,
printed, published, and distributed in and from the City of Kankakee in
the State of Dlinois, that the Daily Journal is a newspaper as hercinafter
defined: which consists of not less than 4 pages of printed matter and
contains at least 130 square inches of printed matter per page; and which
is printed through the use of onc of the conventional and generally
recognized printing processes such as offset; and which annually averages
at least 25 percent news content per issuc; and which publishes
miscellaneocus reading matter, legal or other notices and announcements,
and news and information concerning current happenings and passing
events of political, social, religious, commercial, financial or legal nature,
and advertisements or bullctins; and which has been continucusly
published at regular intervals of at least once each week with a minimum
of 50 issues per years, for at least one year prior to the first publication of
the notice certified to herein.

1 do further certify that as such authorized agent of the said Kankakee
Daily Journal Company, L.LL.C. that the matter or notice, a true copy of
which is hereto attached, relating to the matter of:

Federal Aviation Administration - public notice of scoping meetings -
Environmental Impact Statement - South Suburban Airport

was published in said paper, during One (1) days, to-wit:

Once on November 2, 2003,

Once on ,
Once on .
Once,on ,
Once on s

GIVEN under my hand and the corporate scal of said Kankakee Daily
Journal Company, LLL.C. this 10th day of November , A.D. 2003.

KANKAKEE DAILY JOURNAL COMPANY, LL.C.

/] /7 ' M 7 Publishers of The Daily Journal
By é/-.w\' qu

(SEAL)

_ Agent of the
E DAILY JOURNAL COMPANY, LL.C.

Printer’s Fees; $158.75

By i@ 27835¢




Media Distribution List for the South Suburban Airport,
Inaugural Airport Program EIS Scoping Meeting

Chicago Tribune

Chicago Sun-Times

Daily Herald

Daily Southtown
Associated Press-Chicago
Reuters-Chicago

Metro News

©® N o g bk~ w D=

City News
WBBM-AM
WGN-AM
WBEZ-AM (NPR)
WLS-TV (ABC)
WMAQ-TV (NBC)
WBBM-TV (CBS)
WGN-TV
WFLD-TV (FOX)
CLTV (cable news)

Northwest Indiana Times

AA—\—\AA—\—\AA@
© ©® N o g bk~ 0N =2 O

Kankakee Daily Journal

N
o

Joliet Herald News

Scoping Document 1 January 2004
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport
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Federal Aviation Administration, Des Plaines, IL 60018
Contact: Tony Molinaro Phone: (847) 294-7427

FAA ASKS FOR PUBLIC INPUT ON ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY
OF PROPOSED AIRPORT SITE NEAR PEOTONE

CHICAGQO, Dec. 1, 2003 -- The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will
host a public meeting this Wednesday, Dec. 3, to collect comments on the scope of issues
it will analyze in its environmental study of a proposed airport near Peotone.

The FAA will use the oral and written public comments it receives as it develops
a draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that focuses on construction and operation
of the proposed South Suburban Airport.

This week’s public comment meeting will take place from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. in
Engbretson Hall at Governors State University in University Park. In addition, an
informational public workshop hosted by the FAA will run concurrent with the public
comment meeting. The workshop, which will include FAA representatives available to
answer questions from the public, will take place in the Hall of Governors at Governors
State University.

During the public meeting, the FAA will look for specific comments on the scope
and extent of the environmental issues it will need to analyze. The FAA follows a

general list of environmental issues it studies. The list includes: noise, air quality, water



quality, wetlands, floodplains, light emissions, biotic communities, threatened and
endangered species, natural resources, and solid and hazardous waste. It also includes
issues such as land use, surface transportation, social and socioeconomic impacts,
environmental justice, energy supply, construction impacts, archaeological and cultural
resources, indirect impacts, and cumulative impacts.

At a scoping meeting, public comments may offer the FAA more details about
these issues, or may point out issues the FAA wouldn’t normally study. Detailed and
focused comments from the public at open scoping meetings such as this will yield a
better analysis by the FAA and better decisions about the proposed South Suburban
Airport project.

In addition to providing comments at the scoping meeting, the FAA welcomes
written comments from the public on the scope of its environmental analysis. Please
send comments to:

Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration

Chicago Airports District Office

2300 E. Devon Ave., room 320

Des Plaines, IL 60018

The FAA also accepts comments by e-mail to 7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV.

Written comments about scoping must be received by the close of business on Friday,
Dec. 19, 2003. The FAA’s environmental analysis process will offer more opportunities

for public comments as it moves forward.
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Federal Aviation Administration, Des Plaines, IL 60018
Contact: Tony Molinaro Phone: (847) 294-7427

FAA ASKS FOR PUBLIC INPUT ON ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY
OF PROPOSED AIRPORT SITE NEAR PEOTONE

CHICAGQO, Oct. 30, 2003 -- The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will
host a public meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 3, to collect comments on the scope of issues
it will analyze in its environmental study of a proposed airport near Peotone.

The FAA will use the oral and written public comments it receives as it develops
a draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that focuses on construction and operation
of the proposed South Suburban Airport.

The Dec. 3™ public comment meeting will take place from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. in
Engbretson Hall at Governors State University in University Park. In addition, an
informational public workshop hosted by the FAA will run concurrent with the public
comment meeting. The workshop, which will include FAA representatives available to
answer questions from the public, will take place in the Hall of Governors at Governors
State University.

During the public meeting, the FAA will look for specific comments on the scope
and extent of the environmental issues it will need to analyze. The FAA follows a

general list of environmental issues it studies. The list includes: noise, air quality, water



quality, wetlands, floodplains, light emissions, biotic communities, threatened and
endangered species, natural resources, and solid and hazardous waste. It also includes
issues such as land use, surface transportation, social and socioeconomic impacts,
environmental justice, energy supply, construction impacts, archaeological and cultural
resources, indirect impacts, and cumulative impacts.

At a scoping meeting, public comments may offer the FAA more details about
these issues, or may point out issues the FAA wouldn’t normally study. Detailed and
focused comments from the public at open scoping meetings such as this will yield a
better analysis by the FAA and better decisions about the proposed South Suburban
Airport project.

In addition to providing comments at the scoping meeting, the FAA welcomes
written comments from the public on the scope of its environmental analysis. Please
send comments to:

Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration

Chicago Airports District Office

2300 E. Devon Ave., room 320

Des Plaines, IL 60018

The FAA also accepts comments by e-mail to 7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV.

Written comments about scoping must be received by the close of business on Friday,
Dec. 19, 2003. The FAA’s environmental analysis process will offer more opportunities

for public comments as it moves forward.
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U.S. Department Great Lakes Region 2300 E Devon Avenue

of Transportation lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Des Plaines, lllinois 60018
Minnesota, North Dakota

Federal Aviation Ohio, South Dakota

Administration Wisconsin

October 29, 2003

«Title» «First_ Name» «Last Name___ »
«Job_Title»

«AgencyCompany»

«Address1»

«Address2»

«City», «State» «PostalCode»

RE: South Suburban Airport
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement — Agency Scoping Meetings

Dear «Title» «Last_Name___ »:

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) intends to prepare a Tier 2 Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) to consider the construction and operation of Inaugural Airport Facilities for the
South Suburban Airport located in Will County, IL. In preparation for this EIS, the FAA is
seeking early involvement and consultation with Federal, state and local governmental
agencies.

You are invited to attend an agency scoping meeting at which the proposed development, the
alternatives and the purpose and need for the proposed development will be discussed. The
FAA published a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register on October 28, 2003 to prepare the
Tier 2 EIS and to hold scoping meetings. Additionally, notices were published in the Chicago
Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, Joliet Herald-News, Daily Southtown, Star Newspaper, Kankakee
Daily Journal, and the Chicago Defender on November 2, 2003. The purpose of these meetings
is to determine key environmental issues to be addressed in the EIS and to identify any
significant issues related to the proposed development.

For your convenience, an agency scoping meeting will be held at the following location:

December 3, 2003

Governors State University
Engbretson Hall

University Parkway

University Park, lllinois 60466-0975
10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

We request notification if you plan to attend the above meeting so we can plan the conference
space accordingly. Please respond to Denis Rewerts at (847) 294-7195 by November 21, 2003
and indicate if you plan on attending the agency scoping meeting, as well as the number of
persons from your agency that also plan to attend.



In addition to the agency scoping meeting, the FAA will hold one public scoping meeting at the
following location:

December 3, 2003

Governors State University
Engbretson Hall

University Parkway

University Park, lllinois 60466-0975
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Concurrent with the public scoping meeting, the FAA will conduct an informational workshop on
the SSA Tier 2 EIS in the Hall of Governors at Governors State University, University Park,
lllinois.

For your review, enclosed is an information packet briefly describing the proposed project. Also,
enclosed for your use is a comment form if you are unable to attend. Written comments and
recommendations may be sent to the following address or via e-mail, postmarked on or before
December 19, 2003.

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office

2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, lllinois 60018
7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the EIS scoping
process at (847) 294-7195.

Sincerely,

Denis R. Rewerts
Federal Aviation Administration

Enclosure: Scoping Documentation



FEDERAL AGENCIES

Notification Mailing List

First Last Job Agency/
Title Name Name Title Company Address City State ZIP
US EPA EIS Filing Mail Code 2252-A Ariel Rios Building Washington D.C. 20004
Section Room 7241 (South Oval Lobby)
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW
Regional National Park 1709 Jackson Street Omaha NE 68102-2571
Director, Service
Midwest
Region
Mr. Joel P. Ettinger Regional Federal Transit 200 West Adams Street Chicago IL 60606
Administrator Administration, Suite 320
Region V
Mr. Eugene Goldfarb Regional U.S. Department Chicago Office, Region V Chicago IL 60604-3507
Environmental of Housing & 77 West Jackson Boulevard,
Officer Urban Room 2401
Development
Mr. Robert Gotkowski District U.S. Department Natural Resources Bourbonnais  IL 60914-4070
Conserva- of Agriculture Conservation Service
tionist 685 Larry Power Road
Ms. Peggy Harding Regional Federal Energy 230 South Dearborn Street Chicago IL 60604
Director Regulatory Room 3130
Commission
Mr. Laurence Hasvold Regional Federal Railroad 200 West Adams Street Chicago IL 60606
Administrator Administration Room 310
Mr. Brent Hoffman Office of the U.S. Department 111 N. Canal Street Chicago IL 60606-7204
Secretary of Education Suite 1094
Acting
Regional
Representative
Mr. Art Holz Commanders U.S. Department Joliet Army Ammunition Plant ~ Wilmington IL 60481-8879
Representative  of the Army 29401 South Route 53
Ms. Corey Hoze Secretary’s U.S. Department 233 N. Michigan Avenue Chicago IL 60601
Regional of Health and Suite 1300
Representative  Human Services
Mr. Mitchell Isoe Chief U.S. Army Corps 111 North Canal Street Chicago IL 60606-7206
Regulatory of Engineers 6th Floor
Section Regulatory Branch
Mr. Robert Jankowski District U.S. Department Natural Resources New Lenox IL 60451-9748
Conserva- of Agriculture Conservation Service
tionist 1201 S. Gougar Road
Mr. Don Klima Office Director  Advisory Council 1100 Pennsylvania Ave, NW Washington D.C. 20004
on Historic Suite 809
Preservation
Mr. Frank Koenig Prairie USDA - Forest Midewin National Tallgrass Wilmington IL 60481
Supervisor Service Prairie
30071 S. State Route 53
Mr. Robert McLeese State Soil U.S. Department Natural Resources Champaign IL 61821
Scientist of Agriculture Conservation Service
2118 West Park Court
Mr. Randy Moore Regional USDA - Forest 626 E. Wisconsin Avenue Milwaukee Wi 53202
Forester Service, Region 9
Ms. Terry Reuss-Fell Chief, Hazard Federal 536 South Clark Street Chicago IL 60605
ID & Risk Emergency 6th Floor
Assessment Management
Branch Agency
Scoping Document 1 January 2004

Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport



FEDERAL AGENCIES

Notification Mailing List

First Last Job Agency/
Title Name Name Title Company Address City State ZIP
Mr. John Rogner Field U.S. Fish & 1250 S. Grove Ave. Barrington IL 60010
Supervisor Wildlife Service Suite 103
Mr. Norman Stoner Division Federal Highway lllinois Division Springfield IL 62703
Administrator Administration 3250 Executive Park Drive
Dr. Willie Taylor Director, Office  U.S. Department Main Interior Building, Washington D.C. 20240
of of the Interior MS 2340
Environmental 1849 C Street, N.W.
Policy and
Compliance
Mr. Kenneth A. Westlake Chief, U.S. Mail Code B-19J Chicago IL 60604-3507
Environmental Environmental 77 West Jackson Boulevard
Planning and Protection Agency
Evaluation
Branch
Senator Evan Bayh U.S. Senator, 463 Russell Senate Washington D.C. 20510
Indiana Office Building
Congress- Danny K. Davis u.sS. 1222 Longworth House Washington D.C. 20515-1307
man Congressman, Office Building
lllinois
Senator Richard Durbin U.S. Senator, 332 Dirksen Senate Washington D.C. 20510
Illinois Office Building
Senator Russell Feingold U.S. Senator, 506 Hart Senate Washington D.C. 20510-4904
Wisconsin Office Building
Senator Peter Fitzgerald U.S. Senator, 555 Dirksen Senate Washington D.C. 20510
lllinois Office Building
Senator Herb Konhl U.S. Senator, 330 Hart Senate Washington D.C. 20510
Wisconsin Office Building
Congress- Henry Hyde u.S. 2110 Rayburn House Washington D.C. 20515-1306
man Congressman, Office Building
lllinois
Congress- Jesse Jackson, Jr. u.sS. 2419 Rayburn House Washington D.C. 20515-1302
man Congressman, Office Building
lllinois
Congress- William Lipinski u.s. 2188 Rayburn House Washington D.C. 20515-1303
man Congressman, Office Building
Illinois
Senator Richard Lugar U.S. Senator, 306 Hart Senate Washington D.C. 20510-1401
Indiana Office Building
Congress- Donald A. Manzullo 16th District uU.S. 2228 Rayburn House Washington D.C. 20515-1316
man Congressman, Office Building
lllinois
Congress- Bobby L. Rush u.sS. 2416 Rayburn House Washington D.C. 10515-1301
man Congressman, Office Building
lllinois
Congress- Peter Visclosky u.s. 2313 Rayburn House Washington D.C. 20515-1401
man Congressman, Office Building
Indiana
Congress- Jerry Weller u.s. 1210 Longworth House Washington D.C. 20515-1311
man Congressman, Office Building
lllinois
Scoping Document 2 January 2004

Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport



STATE AGENCIES

Notification Mailing List

First Last Job Agency/
Title Name Name Title Company Address City State ZIP
lllinois Department 620 East Adams Springfield IL 62701
of Commerce & 4th Floor
Economic
Opportunity
Director Office of the State Division of Petroleum & Springfield IL 62703-4259
Fire Marshal Chemical Safety
1035 Stevenson Drive
Governor Rod Blagojevich State of lllinois 207 State House Springfield IL 62706
Mr. Joel Brunsvold Director Illinois Department ~ One Natural Resources Way Springfield IL 62702-1271
of Natural
Resources
Ms. Renee Cipriano Director lllinois 1021 N. Grand Avenue East Springfield IL 62702
Environmental
Protection Agency
Mr. Gary Clark Director Office of Water lllinois Department of Natural ~ Springfield IL 62702-1271
Resources Resources
One Natural Resources Way
Mr. Stephen Davis Manager Division of lllinois Department of Natural Springfield IL 62702-1271
Resource Review Resources
and Coordination One Natural Resources Way
Ms. Anne Erdmann Geologist and lllinois State Natural Resources Building Champaign IL 61820
Section Head Geological Survey 615 East Peabody Drive
Mr. Tom Flattery Director Office of Realty One Natural Resources Way Springfield IL 62702-1271
and Planning
Illinois Department
of Natural
Resources
Mr. Steve Frank lllinois Department ~ Bureau of Land and Water Springfield IL 62794-9281
of Agriculture Resources
801 East Sangamon Avenue
Ms. Carolyn Grosboll Director lllinois Nature One Natural Resources Way Springfield IL 62702-1271
Preserves
Commission
Ms. Anne Haaker Deputy State lllinois Historic 500 East Madison Street Springfield IL 62701
Historic Preservation
Preservation Agency
Officer
Mr. Jack Hartman Executive lllinois State Toll 2700 Ogden Avenue Downers IL 60515
Director Highway Authority Grove
Mr. Michael Hine Bureau of lllinois Department 2300 South Dirksen Parkway,  Springfield IL 62764
Design & of Transportation Room 330
Environment
Ms. Jan Horton lllinois Emergency 110 East Adams Springfield IL 62706
Management
Agency
Mr. Jerry Jones Office Director ~ Office of Mines lllinois Department of Natural ~ Springfield IL 62702-1271
and Minerals Resources
One Natural Resources Way
Governor Joseph Kernan State of Indiana 206 State House Indianapolis IN 46204
Mr. John Kos District lllinois Department 201 West Center Court Schaumburg IL 60196-1096
Engineer of Transportation,
District 1
Scoping Document 3 January 2004

Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport



STATE AGENCIES

Notification Mailing List

Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport

First Last Job Agency/
Title Name Name Title Company Address City State ZIP
Mr. Jack Lavin Director lllinois Department ~ James R. Thompson Center Chicago IL 60601
of Commerce & 100 West Randolph Street,
Economic Suite 3-400
Opportunity
Mr. John Nelson Northeastern lllinois Nature Moraine Hills State Park McHenry IL 60051
lllinois Threats  Preserves 1510 S. River Road
Coordinator Commission
Mr. Brian Nichols Commissioner Indiana Indiana Government Center Indianapolis IN 46204-2249
Department of North, Room 755
Transportation 100 North Senate Avenue
Ms. Diane O’Keefe District lllinois Department 700 East Norris Drive Ottawa IL 61350-0697
Engineer of Transportation,
District 3
Mr. Mike Rogers Air Quality lllinois Bureau of Air Springfield IL 62794-9276
Specialist Environmental 1021 N. Grand Avenue East
Protection Agency
Mr. David Thomas Chief lllinois Natural Natural Resources Building Champaign IL 61820
History Survey 607 East Peabody Drive
Mr. George Vander Director lllinois Waste 1 Hazelwood Drive Champaign IL 61820
Velde Management and
Research Center
Mr. John Walthall Chief lllinois Department 2300 South Dirksen Parkway  Springfield IL 62764
Archaeologist of Transportation
Dr. Eric Whitaker Director lllinois Department 535 West Jefferson Street Springfield IL 62761
of Public Health
Ms. Jean Wilkins Director lllinois State 300 South Second Street Springfield IL 62701
Library
Mr. Derek Winstanley Chief lllinois State Water 2204 Griffith Drive Champaign IL 61820-7495
Survey
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LOCAL AGENCIES

Notification Mailing List

Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport

First Last Job Agency/
Name Name Title Company Address City State ZIP
NAGPRA Gun Lake 1743 142 Avenue Dorr Mi 48323
Representative Potawatomi
South Third Airport 1904 West 174th Street East Hazel IL 60429
Suburban Information Crest
Mayors and Clearinghouse
Managers
Association
Ms. Rosemarie Andolino Project O’Hare 8755 W. Higgins Road Chicago IL 60631
Manager Modernization Suite 610
Program Office
Mr. Ron Bachus METRA/Metro- 547 West Jackson Boulevard Chicago IL 60661
politan Rail 4th Floor
Mr. Dennis J. Baran Village Village of Peotone 208 East Main Street Peotone IL 60468-9118
President P.O. Box 430
Mr. John A. Barrett Chair Citizens Band 1601 S. Gordon Cooper Drive ~ Shawnee OK 74801
Potawatomi
Mr. L.D. Barron Project Director ~ Cook County 69 W. Washington Street Chicago IL 60602
Department of Suite 2900
Planning &
Development
Mr. Steve Bertrand Kankakee Public 304 South Indiana Kankakee IL 60901
Library
Mr. Avristide Biciunas Executive Chicago Area 300 West Adams Street Chicago IL 60606
Director Transportation 2nd Floor
Study (CATS)
Ms. Carole Brown Chairman Chicago Transit 222 West Merchandise Mart Chicago IL 60654
Authority Plaza
Mr. Brian Cann Supervisor Will Township 31850 South Kedzie Avenue Peotone IL 60468
Mr. Bernard Christenson Village Village of 269 North Main Street Manteno IL 60950-1245
President Manteno
Mr. Nelson Collins Supervisor Washington 301 East Indiana Avenue Beecher IL 60401
Township
Mr. Wilber Cox Director Lake County Plan 2293 North Main Street Crown Point  IN 46307
Commission
Mr. Richard M. Daley Mayor City of Chicago 121 N. LaSalle Street Chicago IL 60602
Room 507
Ms. Donna Dettbam Supervisor Monee Township 26121 Egyptian Trail Monee IL 60449
P.O. Box 74
Mr. Bill Downs Matteson Public 801 South School Avenue Matteson IL 60443
Library —
Reference Desk
Mr. Michael Einhorn Village Village of Crete 524 W. Exchange Street Crete IL 60417-0337
President P.O. Box 337
Ms. Kitty Friedheim Deputy City of Chicago - O'Hare International Airport Chicago IL 60666
Commissioner Department of P.O. Box 66142
Aviation Terminal Two, F Concourse
Ms. Marsha Frowein Joliet Public Information Services Joliet IL 60432
Library 150 North Ottawa Street
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LOCAL AGENCIES

Notification Mailing List

First Last Job Agency/
Title Name Name Title Company Address City State ZIP
Ms. Mary Ann Gearhardt Supervisor Crete Township 1367 Wood Street Crete IL 60417
Mr. Robert Glade Chairman Kankakee Valley 211 West Water Street Kankakee IL 60901
Area Airport
Authority
Mr. George Gray Village Peotone 208 E. Main Street Peotone IL 60468-0430
Administrator P.O. Box 430
Mr. Ronald J. Grotovsky Director Will County Land 58 E Clinton Street, Joliet IL 60432
Use Department Suite 500
Mr. Paul Karas Executive Gary/Chicago 6001 West Industrial Highway  Gary IN 46406
Director Airport
Mr. Sheldon Latz County Will County 16841 W. Laraway Joliet IL 60433
Engineer Highway
Department
Mr. Paul Lohmann Village Village of Beecher 724 Penfield Street Beecher IL 60401-1154
President P.O. Box 1154
Mr. Al McCowan Village Village of 698 Burnham Drive University IL 60466-2708
President University Park Park
Mr. Kevin McNulty President Chicago 1154 Ridge Road Homewood IL 60430-0698
Southland P.O. Box 1698
Chamber of
Commerce
Mr. Kenneth Meshiguad Chair Hannahville N14911 Hannahville B1 Road Wilson Wi 49896-9728
Indian Community
Mr. Jerry Meyer Highway Washington P.O. Box 578 Beecher IL 60401
Commissioner Township 301 East Indiana Avenue
Mr. Joseph Mikan Will County 302 North Chicago Avenue Joliet IL 60432
Executive
Mr. Robert O’Brien Executive Greater Rockford 60 Airport Drive Rockford IL 61109
Director Airport Authority
Mr. Tim O’Donnell Village Village of Monee 5130 West Court Street Monee IL 60449
President
Mr. Lawrence Ohm Supervisor Sumner Township 9315 N. 8000 East Road Grant Park IL 60940
Mr. Ed Paesel Executive South Suburban 1904 West 174th Street East Hazel IL 60429
Director Mayors and Crest
Managers
Association
Mr. Zachariah Pahmahmie Tribal Prairie Band 16281 Q Road Mayetta KS 66509
Chairman Potawatomi Tribal ~ P.O. Box 97
Council
Government
Center
Mr. John Paige Director of Northeastern 222 South Riverside Plaza Chicago IL 60606
Planning lllinois Planning Suite 1800
Services Commission
Ms. Roberta Palen Harold 400 South State Street Chicago IL 60605
Washington 5th Floor
Public Library
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LOCAL AGENCIES

Notification Mailing List

First Last Job Agency/
Name Name Title Company Address City State ZIP
Mr. Nicholas Pappas DuPage Department of 421 County Farm Road Wheaton IL 60187
County Development and
Environmental
Concerns
Mr. James Pieckarczyk County Kankakee County 750 South East Avenue Kankakee IL 60901
Engineer Highway
Department
Mr. Jack Pierce Supervisor Peotone 507 Jean Street Peotone IL 60468
Township
Mr. James Ranfranz Executive Northwestern 6100 Southport Road Portage IN 46368
Director Indiana Regional
Planning
Commission
Mr. Robert Sarmiento Northwestern 1935 Sheridan Road Evanston IL 60208
University Library
Ms. Jane Schulten Director Crete Public 1177 North Main Street Crete IL 60417
Library
Mr. Ralph Schultz Superin- Forest Preserve Sugar Creek Administration Joliet IL 60433
tendent of District of Will Center
Planning County 17540 W. Laraway Road
Ms. Nancy Shales Governors State Governors State University University IL 60466
University Library Park
Ms. Lorraine Shananaque = NAGPRA Rep. Huron 2221 One-and-a-Half Mile Fulton Ml 49052
t Potawatomi, Inc. Road
Mr. Phillip Shapodock Chair Forest Country P.O. Box 340 Crandon Wi 54520
Potawatomi
Community
Ms. Paula Thibeault Executive Regional 175 W. Jackson Boulevard Chicago IL 60604
Director Transportation Suite 1550
Authority
Mr. Mike Van Mill Director Planning and 192 N. East Avenue Kankakee IL 60901
Zoning, Kankakee
County
Mr. William Wagner Supervisor Green Garden 9948 West Stuenkel Road Frankfort IL 60423
Township
Mr. Thomas Walker Commissioner City of Chicago - O'Hare International Airport Chicago IL 60666
Department of P.O. Box 66142
Aviation Terminal Two, F Concourse
Mr. John Warren Vice-Chair Pokagon Band of 901 Spruce Dowagiac Ml 49047
Potawatomi Administration Building
Indians of
Michigan
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@

U.S. Department Great Lakes Region 2300 E Devon Avenue

of Transportation lllinois, Indiana, Michigan, Des Plaines, lllinois 60018
Minnesota, North Dakota

Federal Aviation Ohio, South Dakota

Administration Wisconsin

October 29, 2003

«Title» «First_ Name» «Last Name___ »
«Job_Title»

«AgencyCompany»

«Address1»

«Address2»

«City», «State» «PostalCode»

RE: South Suburban Airport
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement —Scoping Meetings

Dear «Title» «Last_Name___ »:

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) intends to prepare a Tier 2 Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) to consider the construction and operation of Inaugural Airport Facilities for the
South Suburban Airport located in Will County, IL. In preparation for this EIS, the FAA is
seeking early involvement and consultation with Federal, state and local governmental
agencies, and the public.

You are invited to attend a public scoping meeting at which the proposed development, the
alternatives and the purpose and need for the proposed development will be discussed. The
FAA published a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register on October 28, 2003 to prepare the
Tier 2 EIS and to hold scoping meetings. Additionally, notices were published in the Chicago
Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, Joliet Herald-News, Daily Southtown, Star Newspaper, Kankakee
Daily Journal, and the Chicago Defender on November 2, 2003. The purpose of these meetings
is to determine key environmental issues to be addressed in the EIS and to identify any
significant issues related to the proposed development.

For your convenience, a public scoping meeting will be held at the following location:

December 3, 2003

Governors State University
Engbretson Hall

University Parkway

University Park, lllinois 60466-0975
4:00 PM - 8:00 PM

Concurrent with the public scoping meeting, the FAA will conduct an informational workshop on
the SSA Tier 2 EIS in the Hall of Governors at Governors State University, University Park,
lllinois.



Written comments and recommendations may be sent to the following address or via e-mail,
postmarked on or before December 19, 2003. Feel free to use the enclosed self addressed
comment form if you are unable to attend.

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office

2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, lllinois 60018
7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the EIS scoping
process at (847) 294-7195.

Sincerely,

Denis R. Rewerts
Federal Aviation Administration

Enclosure: Comment Form



Notification Mailing List

Notification Mailing List

PUBLIC
First Last Job Agency/
Title Name Name Title Company Address City State ZIP
Mr. Richard Acker Regional Land Openlands Project 25 E. Washington Street Chicago IL 60602
Use Suite 1650
Coordinator
Ms. Lois Arms 107 Nanti Park Forest IL 60466
Mr. Bob Barber Village Village of Beecher Village Hall Beecher IL 60401
Administrator 724 Penfield
P.O. Box 1154
Ms. Robin Batka Village Clerk Village of Manteno Village Hall Manteno IL 60950
269 North Main Street
Mr. Barry Bateman Airport Director ~ General Mitchell 5300 S. Howell Avenue Milwaukee Wi 53207
International Airport
Ms. Mary Buckley College of DuPage Learning Resources Center Glen Ellen IL 60137-
Reserve Desk 6599
425 22nd Street
Mr. Ross Capon Executive National Association 900 Second Street, N.E. Washington D.C. 20002-
Director of Railroad Suite 308 3557
Passengers
Ms. Kathryn Carpenter Director Purdue University Calumet Campus Library Hammond IN 46323
2200 169th Street
Mr. Stephen Culberson Senior TAMS Consultants 111 N. Canal Street Chicago IL 60606
Ecologist Suite 380
Mr. Jack Darin Director Sierra Club 200 N. Michigan Avenue Chicago IL 60601
Suite 505
Ms. Jennifer Green Baker Engineering 801 West Adams Street Chicago IL 60607
Suite 600
Mr. John Greuling President Joliet/Will County 116 N. Chicago Street Joliet IL 60432-
Center for Economic Two Rialto Square 4204
Development Suite 101
Mr. Michael Grubermann  Village Village of Monee Village Hall Monee IL 60449
Administrator 5130 West Court Street
Ms. Barb Guetler Coordinator Suburban O’Hare 113 W. Main Street Bensenville IL 60106
Commission
Mr. John R. Harn 14254 Spring Creek Road Lockport IL 60441
Ms. Connie Heitz Planner Zambrana 2324 Marconi Avenue St. Louis MO 63110
Engineering, Inc.
Mr. Robert Heuer Public Policy & 1422 Ashland Avenue Evanston IL 60201
Marketing Consultant
— representing
STAND
Ms. Margo Hupe 30828 S. Egyptian Trail Peotone IL 60468
Mr. Elmer Johnson Project Director ~ Chicago Metropolis Civic Committee, Chicago IL 60603
2020 Commercial Club of Chicago
30 West Monroe Street
Mr. Mike La Pier Executive Central lllinois 3201 CIRA Drive, Suite 200 Bloomington IL 61704
Director Regional Airport
Mr. Howard Learner Exec. Director Environmental Law & 35 E. Wacker Drive Chicago IL 60601
Policy Center Suite 1300
Mr. Andrew Masura Reference Orland Park Public 14760 Park Lane Orland Park IL 60462
Librarian Library
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Notification Mailing List

PUBLIC
First Last Job Agency/
Title Name Name Title Company Address City State ZIP

Dr. Bruce McMillan Museum lllinois State Museum 502 S. Spring Street Springfield IL 62706
Director

Mr. George Ochsenfeld President STAND 28020 S. Crawford Monee IL 60449

Mr. John Rademacher 8035 N. Oconto Avenue Niles IL 60714

Mr. Anthony Rayson 27009 South Egyptian Trail Monee IL 60449

Mr. David Rose Michael Baker Junior, P.O. Box 12259 Pittsburgh PA 15231

Inc.

Mr. Thomas J. Ross Executive Pace Suburban Bus 550 West Algonquin Road Arlington IL 60005
Director Service Heights

Ms. Barbara Stuart 213 E Corning Road Beecher IL 60401

Mr. Tim Sutherland Indiana University Center for Data Analysis Gary IN 46408

Northwest Library 3400 Broadway
Ms. Donna Warner Village Clerk Village of Peotone Village Hall Peotone IL 60468
208 East Main Street
P.O. Box 430

Mr. Michael Whitaker Vice President United Airlines 1200 Algonquin Road Elk Grove IL 60007
Intl. and Reg.
Affairs
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Scoping is being conducted with pertinent agencies, elected officials, environmental groups, and members of the public.
Agency and public scoping meetings will be held on December 3, 2003. During the scoping meetings, the FAA and its
consultant will be available to discuss the Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) process and general issues identified in
the proposed project overview. Additional opportunities to provide comments on the EIS will be afforded to agencies and
the public throughout the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process.

This discussion outline contains the following sections:
l. Scoping Process

Il. Environmental Process and Documentation

[I. Project Background and Purpose and Need

V. Proposed Project Overview

V. Alternatives

VI. Preliminary Environmental Issues to be Studied

VIl.  Next Steps in the EIS Process

List of Exhibits

1. Environmental Review Process Flow Chart
2. Sponsor’'s Proposed Action
3. Alternatives
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. Scoping Process

1. On October 28, 2003 the FAA published a Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Register to prepare a Tier 2 Environmental
Impact Statement (EIS) and conduct environmental scoping for construction and operation of inaugural airport facilities at the
South Suburban Airport (SSA) site in Will County, lllinois.

2. The public scoping process is the initial step in the preparation of the EIS. Scoping, as defined by the President’s Council on
Environmental Quality (CEQ regulations & guidelines), is “an early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be
addressed and for identifying the significant issues related to a proposed action.” The scoping process involves the identification
of:

¢ the proposed Project to be studied in the EIS,
¢ alternatives to be explored and evaluated and those that may be eliminated, and
¢ key or significant environmental issues to be studied in the EIS.

3. The purpose of the scoping meetings is to solicit input about the Proposed Project, including identification of any conditions,
studies, plans, or considerations that may be relevant to the proposed development from members of the community and
regulatory agencies. Public input will again be sought and a Public Hearing held once the Draft EIS has been completed.

4. The schedule for scoping is as follows:
Notice of Intent to Prepare EIS — October 28, 2003

On October 28, 2003 the FAA published a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register to prepare an EIS and conduct environmental
scoping for the development of inaugural airport facilities for the South Suburban Airport. Additionally, legal notices of the FAA’s
Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS and conduct public scoping meetings for the Inaugural Airport Program were published in the
following local newspapers on November 2, 2003: the Chicago Tribune, the Chicago Sun-Times, the Joliet Herald-News, the
Daily Southtown, the Star Newspaper, the Kankakee Daily Journal, and the Chicago Defender.
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Agency Scoping Meeting — December 3, 2003 Public Scoping Meeting — December 3, 2003

The FAA will conduct one agency scoping meeting: The FAA will conduct one public scoping meeting:
December 3, 2003 December 3, 2003
Governors State University Governors State University
Engbretson Hall Engbretson Hall
University Parkway University Parkway
University Park, lllinois University Park, lllinois
10:00AM - 12:00PM 4:00PM - 8:00PM

The Public Scoping Meeting will be held in conjunction with an informational workshop and will include:

¢ a poster board presentation of the proposed project and the EIS process;
o FAA staff available to discuss the EIS process and address the public’s concerns;
¢ written comment forms to be used at the workshops or mailed in at a later date, and

¢ representatives of the lllinois Department of Transportation will be available to answer questions about the Inaugural Airport
Program.

All comments will become part of the official EIS record.
Close of Scoping Comment Period — December 19, 2003

Written scoping comments may be submitted to the FAA at the address provided below no later than the close of business,
Friday, December 19, 2003.

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts For further information, please contact Mr. Denis R. Rewerts at
Federal Aviation Administration (847) 294-7195 (voice) and at (847) 294-7046 (facsimile).
Chicago Airports District Office Comments may also be e-mailed to:

2300 East Devon Avenue Mr. Rewerts at 7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV

Des Plaines, lllinois 60018
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Il. Environmental Process and Documentation

1. The NEPA environmental review process for the Tier 2 EIS is presented in Exhibit 1. Key elements of the NEPA process
including details concerning the coordination and public participation process are highlighted on the Exhibit.

2. The Agency environmental documentation process involves the following items:

Develop the Purpose and Need for the Proposed Project

Identify the Proposed Project

Identify and Evaluate the Range of Alternatives to be considered
Perform a detailed Environmental Study of the Selected Alternatives

3. The FAA will prepare the environmental documentation to comply with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act
of 1969 (NEPA) as implemented in FAA Order 1050.1D, Policies and Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts, and
FAA Order 5050.4A, Airport Environmental Handbook.
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Exhibit 1

Environmental Review Process Flow Chart

Environmental Review Process
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lll. Project Background and Purpose and Need

1. On July 12, 2002, the FAA issued a Record of Decision (ROD) on the Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement for FAA Site
Approval and Land Acquisition by the State of lllinois for the South Suburban Airport. This approval noted that under existing
FAA criteria, the South Suburban Airport site in Will County, lllinois is a technically and environmentally feasible location for a
potential new air carrier airport to serve the greater Chicago region.

2. The lllinois Department of Transportation has proposed the construction and operation of inaugural airport facilities (Inaugural
Airport Program [IAP]) at the site selected in the Tier 1 ROD.

3. The proposed Federal action under consideration in this Tier 2 EIS is approval of an airport layout plan (ALP), development,
construction, certification and operation of an inaugural air carrier airport at the Tier 1 site.

4. The purpose of the FAA’s actions in this Tier 2 EIS is to satisfy the need to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing
and anticipated demands for air carrier, special and general cargo and general and corporate aviation use within the south
suburban area of the greater Chicago region.

5. The proposed action is needed to serve supplemental demand for air carrier, special and general cargo and general and
corporate aviation use within the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region.

A supplemental facility at the South Suburban site would provide market access for air carriers increasing the opportunity for
growth in one of the most rapidly developing counties in the country.

The expected role of the IAP with respect to cargo is the potential handling of special and general cargo that would serve the
industrial and warehousing facilities presently located in the south and southwest suburbs of Chicago.

Facilities for general aviation and corporate aviation will be required at the SSA to replace, expand and improve existing
services and to provide access to portions of central and eastern Will County. Present facilities are insufficient to meet those
needs.
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IV. Proposed Project Overview

1. As currently proposed by the State of lllinois, the Inaugural Airport Program would consist of the following proposed project
elements to meet the aviation demand in the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region:

¢ Single runway capable of accommodating
air carrier operations

o Full parallel taxiway system

¢ Air traffic control tower and navigational
facilities

Terminal will be sized to meet projected demand
Aircraft parking apron

Terminal auto parking

Security facilities

Access roadways from Interstate 57

Airline maintenance facilities/fueling

Air cargo buildings

Aircraft parking apron

Access roadways

Security facilities

Air cargo operator facilities/fueling

General & Corporate Aviation facilities
e Fueling

2. Exhibit 2 depicts the proposed project elements of the Inaugural Airport Program.
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Exhibit 2
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V. Alternatives

1. The alternatives discussion is the heart of the environmental process. This analysis is conducted to ensure that reasonable
alternatives that address the purpose and need of the project, which might enhance environmental quality or have a less
detrimental effect, have not been prematurely dismissed from consideration.

2. Arange of alternatives will be evaluated in this EIS. These alternatives would include:

No-Action Alternative

Sponsor’s Proposed Action Alternative

Alternative Inaugural Airport Development at Tier 1 site

Use of Other Existing Airports

Alternative Modes of Transportation

Demand Management Alternatives

Prudent and feasible alternatives identified during the agency and public scoping process.

3. If the proposed Inaugural Airport Program (IAP) results in significant adverse impacts, mitigation options will also be considered
for implementation.
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VI. Preliminary Environmental Issues to be Studied

1.

The environmental issues to be studied shall consist of the following elements:

Noise Impacts

Land Use Impacts

Social Impacts

— Environmental Justice

— Surface Transportation

— Residential, Business, Cemetery Relocations
Socioeconomic Impacts

Air Quality

Water Quality

DOT Section 303(c)/Section 4(f) Lands

— Parks, Historic Properties & Other Protected Lands
Historic, Architectural, Archaeological, Cultural Resources
Visual Impacts

Biotic Communities

Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna
Wetlands

Floodplains

Coastal Zone Management

Coastal Barriers

Wild and Scenic Rivers

Farmlands

Energy Supply and Natural Resources
Light Emissions

Solid Waste and Hazardous Materials Impacts
Construction Impacts

Cumulative Impacts

Categories such as Coastal Zone Management and Coastal Barriers are not expected to be affected by the Inaugural Airport

Program and would thus likely be discussed in less detail.

Based on an initial qualitative evaluation, it is anticipated that the key environmental issues will be noise, air quality, surface
transportation, social, socioeconomic and induced socioeconomic, DOT Section 303(c)/Section 4(f) Lands, wetlands, floodplains,

farmland, construction and cumulative impacts.
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VIlI. Next Steps

1. Conduct and conclude the Scoping Process. Scoping is the first of many opportunities to comment during the EIS process.
2. Prepare the Draft EIS.

3. Issue and distribute the Draft EIS.

4. Conduct a Public Hearing on the Draft EIS and receive public comments.

5. Prepare the Final EIS based on comments received and distribute the document.

6. Prepare and sign the Record of Decision. The Federal Aviation Administration will evaluate the EIS and any comments prior to
making a decision on the Proposed Project.
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TIER 2 EIS OVERVIEW

SOUTH SUBURBAN INAUGURAL AIRPORT
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The proposed South Suburban Airport (SSA), Inaugural Airport Program (IAP) will
require environmental approval by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969. The preparation
of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is a systematic process of gathering
and analyzing data in order to assess and document the potential environmental
effects of a proposed Federal action such as approval of a new airport. The EIS
documents the need for a proposed action, identifies possible alternatives to the
action and evaluates environmental impacts. The EIS process also provides a
forum for review and comment by appropriate governmental agencies and the
general public. These comments will be fully considered in preparation of the Tier
2 EIS.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement
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CONCEPTUAL PROJECT
DESCRIPTION

As currently proposed by the Airport Sponsor, State of lllinois, the Inaugural
Airport Program could consist of the following proposed project elements to meet
the aviation demand in the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region:

New East-West Runway New Air Cargo Facilities

Single runway capable of accommodating air carrier Air cargo buildings
operations Aircraft parking apron

Full parallel taxiway system Access roadways

Air traffic control tower and navigational Security facilities
facilities Air cargo operator and fueling facilities

New Airline Terminal New General Aviation Facilities

Terminal would be sized to meet projected demand  General & Corporate Aviation facilities
Aircraft parking apron Fueling facilities
Terminal auto parking

Security facilities

Access roadways from Interstate 57
South Suburban Airport

- . . A | | Airport P
Airline maintenance and fueling facilities Envitonmental Impact Statement




AIRPORT SPONSOR’S
CONCEPTUAL PLAN
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PRELIMINARY
PURPOSE AND NEED

The preliminary Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action at the South
Suburban Airport is to:

Satisfy the need to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and anticipated
demands for air carrier, special and general cargo, and general and corporate
aviation use within the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region.

Provide market access for air carriers increasing the opportunity for growth in one of
the most rapidly developing counties in the country.

Provide special and general cargo handling facilities that would serve the industrial
and warehousing facilities presently located in the south and southwest suburbs of
Chicago.

Replace, expand and improve existing services and to provide access to portions of
central and eastern Will County.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement




PRELIMINARY
ALTERNATIVES

Alternatives that will be examined in this EIS will include but will
not necessarily be limited to the following:

No-Action Alternative,

Sponsor’s Proposed Action Alternative,

Alternative Inaugural Airport Facility Development at the
South Suburban site,

Off-Site Alternatives, and

Additional Reasonable Alternatives ldentified During
Scoping.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement




EIS
CONSIDERATIONS

Noise

- Follows FAA Guidelines using the Integrated Noise Model (INM),

Version 6.1.

- Examines noise on average annual day basis, using Day-Night
Average Noise Level, or DNL.

- Examines specific point noise using DNL or single-event noise

metrics.

- Compares future year conditions, with and without the project.

Land Use

- Examines existing and planned land use in the vicinity of the airport.
- Evaluates compatibility of proposed project with existing land use.

Social / Environmental Justice

= Evaluates impacts associated with relocations or other community

disruption resulting from a proposed action.
- Examines disproportionate impacts on minority and low-income
populations.

Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

- Examines induced or secondary impacts with respect to regional
growth and development.

- Specifically examines: Shifts in population patterns; Public Service

demands; Changes in business and economic activity

Floodplains

- Examines compliance with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain
Management.
Identifies and characterizes floodways and 100-year floodplains
within the project area.
Examines potential impacts to floodways and 100-year floodplains
from the proposed project.

Coastal Zones / Coastal Barriers

- Examines compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act

and the Coastal Barriers Resources Act.
= No areas subject to provisions of either act are contained within the
State of lllinois.

Wild and Scenic Rivers

- Examines compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, which
provides protection for river areas that are free flowing and possess

outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and

wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values.

- Examines potential impacts to any river areas listed on the National

Rivers Inventory list.

Farmlands

= Examines compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act
and the lllinois Farmland Preservation Act.
Identifies those areas designated as prime or unique farmland.
Examines potential impacts to any prime or unique farmland.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement




EIS CONSIDERATIONS
(cont.)

Air Quality

associated
Ambient Air

Follows FAA Guidelines using the Emissions Dispersion Modeling

System (EDMS).

Examines aircraft, vehicle and stationary source emissions

with the project and compares them to the National
Quality Standards (NAAQS).

Considers Criteria Air Pollutants (CO, No,, VOCs, PM) .

Compares future year conditions with and without project and

includes both construction and operational activity.

Water Quality

Identifies and characterizes groundwater and surface water features

that may be impacted by the proposed project.

and

operation of the

Examines ability of the project to comply with the Clean Water Act
state water quality standards during construction and

proposed project.

Examines existing water supply, projected water usage, water

treatment requirements and associated impacts.

Parks and Recreation

Identifies and characterizes existing and planned publicly owned
parks, recreation areas and historic sites of national, state or local
significance within the vicinity of the proposed project.

Evaluates potential impacts to publicly owned parks, recreation areas
and historic sites resulting from development and operation of the
proposed airport in accordance with Section 303 Title 49 U. S. Code

(formerly Section 4(f)).

Energy Supply / Natural Resources

- ldentifies potential energy requirements of the proposed project for
both stationary and mobile users.

- Examines potential impacts to energy supplies or natural resources
from the proposed project.

Light Emissions

- Identifies potential new sources of light emissions arising from
the proposed project.
Examines potential impacts to existing and future residents from
the proposed project.

Solid Waste

- ldentifies existing and planned landfills in the project vicinity,

and their current and future capacity.
- Identifies the estimated volumes of solid waste generated by the
proposed project during construction and operation.
- Examines potential impacts to landfill capacity.
- Identifies if a potential safety hazard would exist in terms of aircraft
operations and the location of existing or planned landfills.

Construction

- Examines potential impacts resulting from the construction of the
proposed project.

- Considers noise, dust, surface transportation, and air and water

quality impacts.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement




EIS CONSIDERATIONS
(cont.)

e Hi

Reg
Bi

storic / Archaeological

Examines compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act and
the Archeological and Historic Preservation Act.

Identifies properties in or eligible for inclusion in the National

ister of Historic Places.

Summarizes findings of archaeological and architectural surveys
conducted within the project area.

Will examine compliance with the Programmatic Agreement executed
under the Tier 1 EIS.

otic Communities

Characterizes the existing plant, animal, and aquatic resources within
and adjacent to the proposed project site.
Examines and quantifies potential impacts to the existing plant,

animal, and aquatic resources within and adjacent to the proposed

proj

ect site.

Threatened and Endangered Species

- ldentifies any known populations of threatened and endangered

species or critical habitat, listed or proposed for listing under the

Endangered Species Act or by the lllinois Endangered Species Board,

within the project area.

- Examines potential impacts to any listed species or critical habitat
from the proposed project.

o Wetlands

Defined and evaluated in accordance with Executive Order 11990,
Protection of Wetlands.
Identifies and characterizes all wetlands within the project area.

Examines potential impacts to wetlands from the proposed project.

Hazardous Materials

- ldentify and evaluate the presence of existing and potential sites

containing hazardous materials (hazardous wastes, environmental

contamination, and other regulated substances such as fuel and other

petroleum products) located on or adjacent to the project site.

- Evaluate the potential for disruption of sites containing hazardous
materials or environmental contamination as a result of the proposed
action.

Surface Transportation

- Identifies existing travel patterns, school bus routes, emergency
vehicle access and traffic levels in the project area.
- Examines potential impacts to travel patterns, school bus routes,
emergency vehicle access and traffic congestion from the

proposed project.

Cumulative Impacts

- Identifies foreseeable impacts resulting from the incremental
impacts of the action when added to other past, present, and
reasonably foreseeable future actions.

- Considers projections of future population, employment and

households for the area, as well as changes in land use and

secondary impacts.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
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WHERE DO I LIVE?

Insert Aerial / GIS slide here

South Suburban Airport
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HOW TO SUBMIT
COMMENTS

WRITTEN COMMENTS

Comment forms are available at this meeting for your written comments.
Comments can also be submitted on a separate sheet of paper. You may
submit written comments at this time or mail them to the address listed on

the form and below. Mailed comments should be postmarked by December
19, 2003.

MAIL COMMENTS TO:

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts
Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60018

Written comments may also be submitted by E-mail, by December 19, 2003,
to: Mr. Rewerts at 7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV

ORAL COMMENTS

Oral comments may be given to the Court Stenographer present at this

meeting. The Court Stenographer will record and transcribe your comments

for inclusion in the meeting transcript. South Suburban Airport

Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement
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TIER 2 EIS SCOPING MEETING @
December 3, 2003

WELCOME TO THE

FEDERAL AVIATION
ADMINSTRATION

SCOPING MEETING

ttttttttt

Slide 1

The Federal Aviation Administration would like to welcome you here and
thank you for participating in today’s scoping meeting.



TIER 2 EIS SCOPING MEETING @
December 3, 2003

SCOPING MEETING OBJECTIVE:

TO OBTAIN COMMENTS FROM
FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND
THE PUBLIC ON THE
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES TO BE
CONSIDERED IN THIS TIER 2 EIS

South Sub!
Inaugural Airport Progral m
Environmental Impact
= Statement

Slide 2

The primary purpose for today’s scoping meeting is to obtain comments from
Federal, state, and local agencies and the Public regarding the scope and
significant issues to be analyzed in depth as part of the Environmental
Impact Statement or (EIS) for the Inaugural Airport Program at the South
Suburban Airport. This scoping meeting also kicks off the Tier 2 EIS study
and introduces the EIS process.



PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL @
APPROVAL - July 12, 2002

RECORD OF DECISION
FOR
TIER 1: FAA SITE APPROVAL AND
LAND ACQUISITION BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS
PROPOSED SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT
WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
GREAT LAKES REGION

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program

July 12, 2002 Environmental Impact

Slide 3

On July 12, 2002, the Federal Aviation Administration issued a Record of
Decision on the Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement for the South
Suburban Airport. This action included FAA site approval to preserve the
option for a potential future supplemental air carrier airport to serve the
greater Chicago region. The site approved in the Tier 1 EIS is located in
eastern Will County, lllinois, formerly known as the Peotone Site.



AIRPORT SPONSOR @

In September 2002 the State of lllinois, the Project
Sponsor, received a grant from the FAA to conduct
Airport Master Planning and Environmental
Documentation for the Inaugural Airport Program at
South Suburban Airport.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement
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In September 2002 the State of lllinois, the Project Sponsor, received a grant
from the FAA to conduct Airport Master Planning and Environmental
Documentation for the Inaugural Airport Program at South Suburban Airport.



AIRPORT SPONSOR’S
CONCEPTUAL PLAN
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As currently proposed by the Project Sponsor, (State of lllinois), the

Inaugural Airport Program would consist of the following elements:

§

§
§
§

This Tier 2 EIS does not address development of Airport Facilities beyond
the Inaugural Airport Program. Federal actions relating to the development
and operation of future facilities, beyond the Inaugural Airport Program,
would be evaluated in subsequent NEPA Documentation as the issues

New East-West Runway

New Airline Terminal

New Air Cargo Facilities

New General Aviation Facilities

become ripe for review and decision.




NEW EAST-WEST
RUNWAY
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The proposed runway system would consist of a single runway capable of
accommodating air carrier operations, a full parallel taxiway system,
navigational facilities and provisions for an air traffic control tower.



NEW PASSENGER
TERMINAL
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The new passenger terminal would be sized to meet projected demand, and
could include an aircraft parking apron, terminal auto parking, security
facilities, an access road to 1-57, and airline maintenance and fueling
facilities.



NEW AIR CARGO & GENERAL
AVIATION FACILITIES
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The proposed new air cargo facilities could include air cargo buildings, an
aircraft parking apron, access roadways, security, and air cargo operator and
fueling facilities.

The proposed general aviation facilities could include general aviation (GA)
and corporate aviation hangars and facilities, as well as fueling facilities.



TIER 2 ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS)

National Environmental Policy
Act of 1969 (NEPA)

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement

Slide 9

The FAA has decided to proceed with a Tier 2 EIS to evaluate the potential
environmental impacts associated with the construction and operation of the
Inaugural Airport Program and connected actions.

FAA's decision to proceed with the EIS is in accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, commonly referred to as NEPA [NOTE:
pronounced “neepa”]. The EIS will be a Federal document and the entire
process will be managed by the FAA.



PURPOSE OF AN
EIS

® Ensure that the policies and goals defined in
NEPA are incorporated into the ongoing
program and actions of the Federal
Government.

® FAA, by law, is mandated to environmentally
assess impacts due to any proposed action that
requires the approval of the FAA.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement
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The purpose of an EIS is to serve as an action-forcing device to ensure that
the policies and goals defined in NEPA are incorporated into the ongoing
program and actions of the Federal Government. FAA’s role is to evaluate
proposed actions in terms of consistency with applicable laws and
regulations and to insure that proposed development meets all requirements
for safety, design criteria, and environmental compliance.



EIS PROCESS @

® Provide full and fair discussion of
significant environmental impacts.

e Inform decision makers and the public
of the reasonable alternatives which
would avoid or minimize adverse
impacts or enhance the quality of the
human environment.

® Ensure a fully informed decision by the
FAA. g R e,

Environmental Impact
Statement

Slide 11

The EIS process will provide full and fair discussion of environmental impacts
and shall inform decision makers and the public of the reasonable
alternatives which would avoid or minimize adverse impacts or enhance the
quality of the human environment. The EIS process will ensure a fully
informed decision by the FAA with respect to the proposed project.



TIER 2 EIS SCOPING
PROCESS OVERVIEW
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Today signifies one of the most important steps of the EIS process and is

called scoping.

According to NEPA, scoping is defined as an early and open process for
determining the scope of issues to be addressed and for identifying the
significant issues related to a proposed action. Comments received during
the scoping process will be used by the FAA to formulate the scope of work

required in developing the Tier 2 EIS.




TIER 2 EIS SCOPING
PROCESS @
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The State of lllinois, as the Airport Sponsor, conducted the first step in the
scoping process by identifying the proposed actions to the FAA for
environmental evaluation.



TIER 2 EIS SCOPING
PROCESS

AIRPORT
SPONSOR

AGENCY AND
PUBLIC
SCOPING

FAA ISSUES
NOTICE OF
INTENT

OCT 28, 2003

FAA PREPARES
DRAFT EIS

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement

Slide 14

On October 28, 2003 the FAA filed a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register
to prepare a Tier 2 EIS and hold Scoping Meetings for the proposed actions
at South Suburban Airport.



TIER 2 EIS SCOPING
PROCESS

AIRPORT
SPONSOR
PROPOSES

AGENCY AND ‘
PUBLIC SCOPING
scopind MEETINGS

LEXT  DECEMBER 3, 2 I
2003

FAA PREPARES
DRAFT EIS

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement

Slide 15

The next step in the Scoping Process involves the Agency and Public
Scoping Meetings. Again, the primary purpose of today’s scoping meetings
are to begin the study, introduce the EIS process and to gather your
concerns, comments and any other information that you may have relating to
potentially significant environmental impacts of the proposed actions.
Through the scoping process, the FAA will determine the significant issues to
be analyzed in depth in the Environmental Impact Statement.



TIER 2 EIS SCOPING
PROCESS @
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The formal scoping process comment period will close on December 19, 2003. All
comments to the FAA must be postmarked or E-mailed by this date.



TIER 2 EIS SCOPING
PROCESS @
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The FAA will review and evaluate all Agency and Public comments received
as part of the Scoping Process.



TIER 2 EIS SCOPING
PROCESS @
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The FAA will then develop the EIS study design before proceeding to the
next part of the EIS process.



TIER 2 EIS PROCESS @

AIRPORT AIRPORT
SPONSOR SPONSOR FAA CONDUCTS
PREPARES —> PROPOSES — SCOPING
PLANNING ACTION PROCESS
STUDIES
FAA CIRCULATE:
PREPARES DRAFT EIS FOR bRl EARING]
— > ——  INFORMATION
DRAFT EIS AGENCY & !
PUBLIC REVIEW
FAA FAA
L PREPARES FAA B oARES
FINAL EIS |  CIRCULATES > RECORD OF
FINAL EIS ECISION

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement

Slide 19

The FAA will then conduct a detailed evaluation of potential environmental
impacts of the proposed action during the EIS. Because the FAA is just
beginning the EIS process, the potential impacts of the proposed actions are
not yet known. Information regarding impacts will be made available during
the course of the study.



TIER 2 EIS PROCESS
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The next phase of the EIS process is

Document.

the preparation of a Draft EIS



PRELIMINARY
PURPOSE AND NEED

The preliminary Purpose and Need for the Proposed
Action at the South Suburban Airport is to:

Satisfy the need to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and
anticipated demands for air carrier, special and general cargo, and
general and corporate aviation use within the south suburban area of
the greater Chicago region.

Provide market access for air carriers increasing the opportunity for growth
in one of the most rapidly developing counties in the country.

Provide special and general cargo handling facilities that would serve the
industrial and warehousing facilities presently located in the south and
southwest suburbs of Chicago.

Replace, expand and improve existing services and to provide access to
portions of central and eastern Will County.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement
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An EIS document begins with a statement of the Purpose and Need for the
proposed actions. The purpose and need provides the reasons and
justifications for construction of the proposed airport development project.

The preliminary Purpose and Need for the FAA’s actions in this Tier 2 EIS
are to:

Satisfy the need to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and
anticipated demands for air carrier, special and general cargo, and general
and corporate aviation use within the south suburban area of the greater
Chicago region;

A supplemental facility would provide market access for air carriers thereby
increasing the opportunity for growth in one of the most rapidly developing
counties in the U.S;

Provide facilities to handle special and general cargo that would serve the
industrial and warehousing facilities presently located in the south and
southwest suburbs of Chicago, and;

Provide facilities for general aviation and corporate aviation to replace,
expand and improve existing services and to provide access to portions of
central and eastern Will County.



PRELIMINARY
ALTERNATIVES

Alternatives that will be examined in this EIS will
include but will not necessarily be limited to the
following:

® No-Action Alternative,
® Sponsor’s Proposed Action Alternative,

® Alternative Inaugural Airport Facility
Development at the South Suburban site,

Off-Site Alternatives,

Additional Reasonable Alternatives Identified
During Scoping.

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement
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The second portion of the Tier 2 EIS document will consist of an evaluation
of the project alternatives, including the No-Action Alternative, the Sponsor’s
Proposed Action Alternative, alternative Inaugural Airport facility
development at the SSA site, offsite alternatives such as the use of other
existing airports, and additional alternatives identified during the scoping
process.

All reasonable alternatives will be addressed in the Environmental Process.



AFFECTED
ENVIRONMENT

Provides a description of the existing:

® Social/Cultural Environment,

Land Use, Socio-economics, and Cultural, Historical and
Archeological Resources

¢ Physical Environment, and

Water Resources, Soils, and Air Quality

® Natural Environment.

Biotic Communities, Wetlands, and other Natural Resources

South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement
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The third portion of the EIS document, called Affected Environment, provides
a description of the existing social, cultural, physical and natural
environmental conditions in the study area.

The social environment includes a discussion of existing land use, socio-
economics, and cultural, historical and archeological resources in the vicinity
of the proposed project.

The physical environment includes a discussion of factors such as water
resources, soils and air quality in the study area.

The discussion of natural environment includes biotic communities, wetlands
and other natural resources in the area.



ENVIRONMENTAL

CONSEQUENCES @

® Noise ®  Floodplains

® Land Use ® Coastal Zones / Coastal Barriers

® Social / Environmental Justice ®  Wild and Scenic Rivers

® Induced Socioeconomic Impacts ® Farmlands

® Air Quality ® Energy Supply / Natural Resources

® Water Quality ® Light Emissions

® Parks and Recreation ® Solid Waste

® Historic / Archaeological ® Construction

® Biotic Communities ® Hazardous Materials

® Threatened and Endangered Species ®  Surface Transportation

® Wetlands ® Cumulative Impacts

Statement
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The fourth portion of the EIS document describes the Environmental
Consequences associated with the Proposed Action, connected actions and
other reasonable alternatives.

This analysis includes 22 different categories that involve the human, natural
and physical environment. Each category is examined in accordance with the
procedures established in the FAA’s Airport Environmental Handbook, Order
5050.4A (NOTE: pronounced ‘fifty-fifty four A”), Order 1050.1D: Policies and
Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts, and subsequent
guidance. Examples of categories evaluated within this section include noise,
air quality, socioeconomic impacts, historic resources, and endangered
species.



TIER 2 EIS PROCESS @
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All of the information just described is brought together into a document
called a Draft Environmental Impact Statement or DEIS.

This document is then released for review by Federal, State and Local
agencies as well as the Public.



TIER 2 EIS PROCESS @

AIRPORT AIRPORT
SPONSOR SPONSOR FAA CONDUCTS
PREPARES PROPOSES SCOPING

PLANNING
STUDIES

PROCESS

ACTION

PUBLIC
L, e HEARING /
INFORMATION
WORKSHOP

FAA
L PREPARES 5
FINAL EIS CIRCULATES REPARES
FINAL EIS RECORD OF
DECISION
South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact
Statement
Slide 26

While the review is being conducted, a Public Hearing and Information
Workshop will be held which will allow the public to submit written and verbal
comments on the DEIS.
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All comments received from the DEIS review and Public Hearing process will
be considered, summarized, responded to, and incorporated into a revised
document called the Final Environmental Impact Statement or FEIS.
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The FEIS will then be submitted to agencies and the public. No action will

be taken for 30 days following the release of the Final EIS.
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Comments on the Final EIS will be forwarded to the FAA. After the 30-day
period, the FAA will prepare a Record of Decision or ROD [NOTE:
pronounced ‘rod”, as in ‘hot rod”]. The ROD will document the FAA’s
decision on the proposed Federal action.
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As previously mentioned, the purpose of today’s meeting is to begin the
study and to obtain comments regarding the scope of the study.
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Slide 31

Today, there are two methods to submit your comments or concerns as they
relate to the proposed action and the EIS process, either written or as oral
comments to the court stenographer.
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First, please submit your written comments to the FAA at the address shown
on the last page of the handout that you received, or by depositing them in
one of the drop boxes located in the Hall Of Governors. Comments may be
submitted on the provided comment sheet or on a separate sheet as
necessary.

The formal comment period will close on December 19, 2003. In order to be
considered in the scoping process, comments should be postmarked or E-
mailed by this date.
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We also have a court stenographer available today if you wish to make an
oral comment. Please clearly state your name, address, and whether you
represent an organization to the stenographer prior to giving your comment.
All oral comments given in this manner will be included in the official
transcript of the meeting. Please limit oral comments given in this manner to
no more than 3 minutes.
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The FAA would now like to invite you to enter the exhibit portion of this room
to speak with members of the FAA and our consulting team at your leisure.
A map with the locations of the Exhibit Room, Written Comment area, and
Court Stenographers is included in your handout.

Thank you
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This presentation will start in 2 minutes.
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Slide 36
This presentation will start in 1 minute.
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This presentation will start in 30 seconds.
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Slide 38
This presentation will start in 10 seconds.



SECTION 2.4
AGENCY MEETING
SIGN-IN SHEETS



rl n

210 Wibag  lda 1A oy

5 heY .J_\f.qch, oeS eSS veimn) g 4S5 \\sxs )\,cw\@l
ﬁ\ﬁ%w\i éxgbwm PAK NI S QS T xoqﬂ réwﬁm )M

WNM&Q@ >/ JK\QQ,Q e el wBYy ckkm 3L9 QQ:QM \(:U\zw
L1hed JJIW "RLEAT] STy s VTITV T GFS I Y o]
A T A e Y A A B XCY. R LI,

ToA07 ,\H FA 2= LS %a\i\\%t\m ﬁ&ﬂﬁw

o

I.

Ll

:Nmo U qu. WVJ =3 KUM. qr“\qua wv\ \;M.Ems; @S;@.Lm
3R o/ F?wﬂ\s@@w L\\ w\,wm\@ omﬂm\ TTISTIAT 7]

(Cba7 [T TEIETTEL AT T RS SN

i, ) Y 22hIny oW T MR s

Vthaa ) SiH 02WIND T N3 ol =G ~NTH ) D[
T T hoD T 7 TP \S\JG\NWN Y Th397 j7] O YOoplTys
EX AP LTI PN JpO2isTed) OS5 by oS o Ly

e YL W\QQ.(W ! 7)02 huv\_SQHwﬁwwwSJuN.%\_\\U\,\Q YT T

o0 ] ‘o) NI [~ 7 21 g7 S

.NV*\N\V\NE BPV\

[1909 b@@\u SURGJL AT} USTYol VONE

STV TNAYE

ATH 77277 P CEFL 77 1L TSP Z) ety M 24S
UMD 1T W IS WS ;Y K27 YR GBI
1~/ bo o T MW AL D) \1.130& VAT R e 9 7 o
77207 A= ip[eyS @ey L4 O VIR oVL pJYl0

(diz ‘erels ‘AlD 198118) SSIHAAY

'quld aseald) JWYN

, Aystaajun 91815 SIOUIIAODD)
‘w-d 00:gs - "we 00:01

juswelels Jorduwl [RIUSWUOIALT
wieaboud podiy jeanfBneu] ueqingng yinos

ONILITN ONIdOOS AONIDV

£002 ‘C 19quaoag Aepsaupo




== S 00 L7

T

L1o09 ) _ :
99507 Q.H\.hm.wswuﬁ > A T.w:smwﬁf\m S/

VS ZE N

s Ae] e ST DT 0]

LTDTTPIE] HIV))

S R _Led)
 1F 07 ,wuw C,N u\U . Y L\DSQ\\% Va7 QQ\«\(D

s

|

T Ty e oY S /e 9 CL
%ﬁwauﬁm@:ﬂ Vo7 ST PP T PTUOI] T N
BSOS il | LT L VYWY gy
L5777 91 7 9y o] g aEs S Trrorris |
[ N Gl s T T S
R N Ra Ay K B VA D, i Ag geve
' o * \Q\JF\JME@Z_NDAUW \.QA.S?U\. ~28%7N.L: Ml
309 7L QI HD @S/ B 've¥T7 ) SprsvIniy 'S rRZ D4 T \vﬁ%\\ 1] vvye [
TR0 T D PO 23 FTFALT T hep [ i TR PP TPt 0%

CO0 7RG 8T 1GFTT]] 12720 LS/ X797 A

TH /7S] S0 1778,

S wlZ I 4FIeL ag AvovaAv7 M489/

d7¢eed) ' HG@NQ

a0 vJFT

DaLYT TE FJrFeudds A P0YITvIS 10

B1ooo) 1/31),3&@ PPl Voo % OO%¥

vosSrM ¢’ [ A/ =N N-A.\

[Ty 2% Sp e T 35 N 00t

TP

T vAhe9  ZZ T T py TTITE o Je

=T 77 ]

(diz ‘ote1s ‘AUD 199a1S) $$aHaAY

(1und eseaidy IWYN

AlSIaAIUN 9IS SIOUJOAOD)
'urrd p0:Z) - "wr'e 00:01

juswiajels oeduwj pejususuodiAuz
weibold yodly [eanbneul ueqingnsg Yinos

ONILIIN ONIOIS AONIOV

£002 ‘s loquadaq Aepsaupam




17 3% oo 2rol 93] 97 LP0Y m Q5SS 1=

gmhory T LS Fded Xpﬂnw A0 Acthy™a 3

HAMYM AT M 4 ﬁrms

129rg LT/ Dpsypsym 3 AL g

S boaY TR

Lo ' aiyve s Ml Doz B

VR v

% oloe 1 STV IOYDS ) 2T | OF

ﬁ o7 hu,:JD\NJ 3@6@

T Ed ALTIZATTT] Ao Fl

o077 TF

\U.\J::L, Sdm,\zmw hdm&boﬂ \«)Q

I 3ot

25700 T W% T \%&\ AN m\wm‘w

RFTIHCO-TT 7270 ]]

126y 22 FINTZY  US dIZaINES ATL

TOIRYE O

7)) A4S FIAL] )2.C

S Voo G 9IS

2. 0L29 N7TINGIS 00 Ad 302X esle

LZTVOL ST

Ligam A1 3D [g¢ vG oY

Jfo!i&\u J\Tm%

(239) (Y ©7

L9 b0, Jr. )H v oy o2

A5 0T T 22Hryy IS AXTT) Mg €]

PO VY
/7 oxieﬂwo\ \,\W\A%\W

: J\,\/UA N u.ﬁ}n.@”w dU.S/UJU ) JJ?H\JQ
R A=

= 3
i sonrosZE ] J.wv&.tﬁ Fe V\EﬂQ SRNRTEIIS FanlPry 57 &i 1]

o3 el
v es5\F HE

\m}&@ AN T

SWAY 5707

398958 NI @?fﬁ Sy Hedypres 0087 IININ

K0907) AL eSWING - phig veeWvL M L Mefd sTh

mL:DMN/» AC @.\v _df\p\”\mh
QZCE ol

7/

D M) A WED Y, L g\b\r\g \\\mQ«\f_\ W angns oS

s e T e N Y

(diz ‘a1mys ‘AuD 198015) SSIHAAQY

_—

—__——

AJISI9A1UN DIBIS SIOUIINOY)

‘wrd 00:Z) - "w'e 00:0L

yuewialels Joedw) JejusSWUOIIAUT
welbold Modiy jeanbneuj uegingng Yynos

DNILIIN ONIdOOS AONIOV

€00T ‘S Jaquieoag Aepsaupam




TOROS - 71 gono2ad 48 mMmonadoas -wm kLS SN g NHOT
AILET D emewgphes QY0 23S M S99 2/ AT VT
) 5409 L VYNNG OV a0 ALl 0+ F A iy
LHRTT I, T () A k) TIPS, TR
w%\vﬁ_n TNT T hAveg  moqed Jorasepcg (1 JUTT =577 A

LE00 1 a9l CAS Apha) mosis 2apdyl J9 259714

~ VA > &nnk] 271N

UT09 1 grisng~ apd 999 04PT 00T 8L

SuA—dul Hog

Fies oz AP | AR ATy JT OS] 77 T =777 77
ewt\w\wﬁ DS&\(&E Y..E\S S Mv\vﬂ 7_@%5%@1 4.,>Qﬂp
N i WS Ak /AN & Nk K4 Py T

T F T e T YL ey #erieal 7 Jot = VIR TS

197970 ey TS O V27 S TUTT DIV

YISO Pv 7

__

Taacq beneyl) R0 aSWANYS

/7

Lewwiy 27liy

%fﬁ@ 27 WU m 5 946 S b E208 7 &z 552 iy N ey

1o vy | \ww:\wv\_

T L 571%% 1.5 AT N S 3% }.&0\,@%0@_6 o
OSh0%) T ovrvny 7770 272770 They sl ?.—Qjmu QT”\)

T 90-¢59/9 kv LLRg 0d e el s T 2N T

S22z 12 Qrmtrdy KK HTS S TS QOWM\MQQ? Mww@l

TS R TATZ L T ¥ 7L 7O(T ) &7

e 7 ki A/

(diz ‘e101S ‘AN ‘1eaS) SSIHAAY

TRy 5oty j7o 77 ) 7T

Alfsdanjun 91E1S SIOLIDAQY)
‘wrd po:g) - "we 00:01

juswens Jordw) [RlUBWILOIIAUT
wesbolg podsy |eanBneu| uegingnsg yinog

ONILIIN ONIdOOS AONIOV

(Juid ase9)

£00Z ‘g seqwiadaq Aepseupam

d) IWVYN




7 S5 SiH OG0 29 I S 3R

L1hoD “2r "yt TRy Seved T 84l vSQ,ngﬁE_@ [} #55vH — \,mv\wwg\ Meiadt
Blbed) AT 5 euulYInag “PAlQ YI9Yq 039G Floway o\ N9212 3 ¥V
(diz ‘aye1s “Au 199nS) sS3HAAY (urid eseald) IWYN

AjistoAlun 91B1S SI0UIDA0Y)
‘wed 00:2) - "Wr'e 00:01 £00T ‘c Jaquiadag Aepsaupam

WIS JoBdW] JRlUBWIUOLAUT
weifiold yodsy [anBneu| ueqngng ynos

e 2NN ONIJOOS ADNIOV _

ANy I\ 7~1 1 = 1 5™V 2/l




T PRV T PELCERS RS

Soeozr 7Z IRWEY 3G 2057 F oo Z| oA MYTHs JI7H]

(diz ‘ayes ‘AiD “1eaais) SSaHAAY (lund eseald) AWVN

_ AlISIBAIUN 81B]S SI0UIAAOK)
“urd 00:Z| - 'W'e 00:01 £002 ‘¢ Jaquaoe( Aepsaupam

jusels “uwn:_.__ |eIISWIUOIIAUS
welbold Hodly [RanBneu] uegIngng Yyinog

ONILITN ONIdOIS AONIDV

\llesmal e AN L)\ M) = NN




SECTION 2.5
PUBLIC MEETINGS
SIGN-IN SHEETS



USRI ISS

=l @ P
7 Zyo() 1M 7

O YIS YN B

PRS0 P s oeUl 70y ARTTRD S SRl

MU.%«uWC.Nm C/..UO C\N.w?dg
SISV P

ey ¥ AV HITT Bt

So409) \Qwaqxbg * O Qaw%mw@@ o5 {

TIHIBLO N I

ShTP7 2z o< 1 A~ Ty or {lyf holl

S VoA e

v vesAL

Ilﬂh&o@ —) Tkliaol T oes QLS NG M7 3 RS

S 73w AL

ST Lssnal APV Ad peviiny d7 4N Q¢ ¢

VIIT TP

/9409

>=HTs] P > d Y ISITS

Se/— %P7 LI VogoZ7g LS T eI, 99/

S77] %) sV

TIPS L YD PR TG Jo 7081152

\ NTOH I (W2 T V12
, E\_\\%\M&\ =/

TZAOT 72 S K2 TS ISy 1% OF
=7 T N A s I oS T = il a4
500 T D SIS F WA Y 00T AIW CNANES,
g ks -~ BB IR Y
e U i A A e el W4
72657 71 F T TEE AT IF
Rt T QWITNT Y NSRS v v =A
bhr 09 Y0 _med Ut oyl OXVY (7 €S/ o O YU COWY(I
N = = F 13 i WA
76409 J1 a2 IAI5 gAYV 781978 S2S G5 wor b WY [ 77/
1Z ‘ares ‘Ao ‘1eaas) $S3HAAv (yulid oseeid) ANVN

AysdoAjuf 91R1S SIOUIRA0YH
‘wrd gpig - "wd 00:t

"

R

_wwx l %

mﬂ . .¢v JusWARS Joedul] jRIUSUILOIAUT

,_r..«,w..; _ \ weaboag Yodaly [eanbneu| urqIngns YINnes
> OHNILIIN ONIdOIS JINand

£002Z °c 1equedeq Aepseupam




yi

o<zo2 .Nwmﬂmi\_\% 9 [z L7 | 2P 97&]
—ZD) D TV B YY) 7 £ P,
SN NPy e g Ug T WP Py AT IO
Tz 979 DI FPIGEF S bD) —~LpPVvoy 1))
Tehos 7 JDIOL#JQ £45 7Y ¥ F39T0y/ 5T, | YSSYIN CaEI%
I e A I i ST AN R Y3 BUBTR 2 IO
Lok 09 W _Wyomy py yWoyo my /S8I U Aonpyap WYl
9 $ho?) IR " ¥3nieL \mi_\»daqk@ﬁ (2% MUOUN 7 0C)
STRPT T %A (#3599 18] Wowaay ¥ Wi YL
N 10D N NPeaviros c1T a2 M 192 \oD_ @z EQ\IW &Nﬂ
2750 3 PP SEFRTRD Se e/ 7 7%
IR de\Pr\VPED\ 5o 4S5 (T S N
(7 ATOZZY Ly p2fvafl 790 EST Jod oL |. S o NZH
acp72 L2, q\qq\u\\\m&\ VD Ay £O£) A2 EE T8y
(@hOD | Y TPRG T Dry/ mizZpy 5 £584¢ Lol § “YUIS)
T Zh07 7L I u\;wqu.w\h 7 [y IS 2 YV
02009 I "W >3Jsc S Llss) SMRITS MR
709 7L ¥¥Yd AIMA A0 gvam 2vig F0H) $797 3% Y SOTHFHD

LERa7 7L 2T &?%&d 1 erIL

N s i

505 ) 0Seny 2] as | o IEIE] S €.l

L\quu\muigﬁcg 1 Pue,

08H°7 I %c,i.m; NI N8 M Lo

Mm;q..oi an.d? /‘a/l\vc C)wk

(diz “a1e)s ‘A9 9918) SSIHAAY

(3und 9ses|d) ANVYN

AlisJaaun 91e1S S1oUleA0D)

‘wrd 00:g - ‘wrd 00
swaels wedw) fejuswuoljaug

welbold Hodlly JesnBneu) ueqingns yinos

ODNILIZN ONId0IS d1and

£002 ‘€ 1oqwaosag Aepsaupam




YT A PG KT SRSl
ZTH 77 ] 00 /OIS ] 2zl G o
STIGT T R T ([N P yd A LA
i e A BN o IR TR LA 2RISR I
rsh T oy ) /v d 1 9/ XX TS A |
BT T T TR Skl TAETZg) Gt | )
S9409 A ) TNV LY <! 77 el N G @
T S 8 gy s 0, g 32D 2 27 22 Ak 74
s L YR VD N aad BTV I Aoy B, gl | €/
Chhe? 1 I UL W TReg S Lol iy YeH IV 12
P liod o 7o) &7 pol/ (7 s 7 ermodg 1’3 /!
540D TTKS TG peerXet  TESIE o= I ANETE I o
v T T A A TR ET g A YO OL | L
“Sszsov 7K Sy D S L (7 470 : PR | X
— =y vy Ty (0 s21 ] | Al AR R
T iR e T [P = A ] 2
S0 p09 d38FLST LS ToLTE QWW‘NHNNHWA HOSLYIY 2o 1B
Om.nTOQu\NN 300\1.1..)@@ )u& ¢/ jxd.MOﬁu _ v.d)%w/ /))nmw
EDHA T \uwﬁ %@Q\ \?f,\\ o v A LEICS T &g/ %\\uﬁ Q)\SN,\WQ
Joy MO S T563Y SiS PYrReds Mo
: . W

TORCY 1L RIH?IZE
IThRog 57 o p | g8 SE D L (i A A amnans/
i 51d) INYN &7

L —
—

[diZz ams ‘Ao 19a4s) $s3HAaY

AsJoAluf 91815 SIOUIBACDH
£00Z ‘¢ 1oquiedeq Aepsaupam

‘urd 00:8 - 'wd 00t

JuswWae:S 10edw] [BlUAWUCIAUZ
weiboid Hodily [einbneu| ugqingng Yinos

HNILIIN DNIJODS Onand

ﬁ

R

\\m .ZL/,/V

T

UM v



Cirog oL _TIL 3 o od)

%sé%uﬂg,\_u,m Ry
!\\vé ~_} s%\m

o) O 9h g MosifuwW 0L WD

S aFdadad] Aty

— Q0% L
pe0// 7 359

NI Y By ) sy

(dHOD DL FIFIIAG, ohE "4 L= SAOUHETY NS 7] Nogaar)
“oavoy  dY somhV/ sasl S5 HaA Y o=

/ A /L0 Sl R i) )7

m &N«}%«N\l N&\ HISSTH 1) Q.m_m«wl\l .ﬂ&qwukhrnvﬁ\w\wmu \Qw\r\m\Nq P TAS
: ST ve eI 00 202 ST
725)-5Lho9 7/ 3@93k5 15 2\ nogp¥d ERIE T i A

oAt "D ,N%\ﬂjv\

S Lo hes 9T herolu Al CPUITED s hQBTT

NIUNYYSERCORVN

e

USSR EEVISN

7

ST TS

7

SE, 77 7.7 <wz7ef <z pIvVvayy m 148 2/

AN [7Y) Y Yo, kU 0 bIhCT

Dqﬂm\\ .Q\mnsw%\

172 O 2%

ZIFE ] 77Ty Oy 7P S 227/
) 7 FER TS [
T Ol )l et 27
A A A A et M LV el %7 12
\r\\.\v\v@ 6) " R TISNNYPY L S )/ bsS< <LV 7%%@
Ve /\9%9 2 TV Y2237 (AT ZYV)S, 5 205 9 NIl @ 2% =)
MU M 03 TRTIU QR

L I N S A L Y S i
AV T thr(ﬂmmu\vy 3T OOLT

(diz ‘are1s ‘AuD 1eens) SS3HAAY

VTV ﬁl\ - Lﬂl.. 5&3&“

Asiaaiun 91e1S SIOUIIA0D
‘wrd 00:g - ‘wrd 00:%
juswelels Jedwi jeludtuuosAul
weaboid poday [eanbneu| ueqingng yinog
ONILIIN DNIdOIS Jinand

£00Z ‘€ Jaquiadag ABpsaupam




L7573 JI-T77 0 _Z7T7TI0) Sep/

(diz ‘a1eys “Auo ﬂomzmv ss3Haay

—

AJSI9AlU[) B1B)S SIOWIDAOKN)
wd po:g - ‘wrd g0

uswejels 1eedu [euswueAUl
weibold Wodily jeinfineu] uequngng yinosg

ONILLIIW ONIdOOS JInand

£002 ‘€ 1oquiadag Aepsaupam

n

) / b/

BT T em I e loT D a9fET 2P 2o 2= |y,
XoATT 7/ S\w\\W\ 7 LBYOBIp (7 DS W\M\m@ i%\/\\m&) £

/oA oD Y warPagl inN rovIGP°Y A pSE c/NYq Y d2Yrv! 9/
P2 NS szfga%mf% L\%ﬂd RS ANV Qi@% x¢| C/
GRENT 13 AN ARG 7 g 000 "IV 900 © O LL AT ATV g%%@ 7!
/3AP) 7T JQ?E\‘\ 7] AQ SIS ad Ll SRERIEEZI I (2
OS207) 77 SRFIPH PP 0008 ) LLED S22 AIMW(] !
o) NI TRQ)PECg SC)99 S £9/ AN I JATAT ||

Lopor OPrprE” \,w#\w 4D T LT 5L S/l LY o

VAT ST B R I B )«@«N@ e ¥¢ § b

S L Tl \nX\ LTl g — Loty CI= | ] TP | ¢
30 C T OF Yy 1o 7377307 ONa)) ¢

77 T FaT S~ P 09% o ANYRELT S UOJ.M EELED @

L1ty T/ Z2LFY D VT THmeo)oD 'y )1 X7723 4] D VP tw

, Y t yerp Al | g

TZzsop N) P gt by 7oy ee) VG , <
C2A09 NE Lo Uiy T2 D S USIT 7

/




% ) / w\

gﬂé\\\% \4\

JIHS T~ |91

mﬂn\uoquLuﬂurv\@,\uH *M YOI SLh QING T 17 27 v/ P00 e
25579 [Z Pl AT 5 U g\\ 7o |21

HLUT AT T TTH 77 \@&N\\ &7 T
Jw@ug@ il /\Ww\f Vﬂw\\ JnU wghwv\\b 9 mﬁmgfrmJ fs\\@m o/
O9p0D D) UszHaL TS TUTD  A0VLSFH D D S S, )4 A
L EAPD T pvowsy S jp)arfI0e )/ 04)E/ Foysdisng Hsay | p

Dop 08 V7] _[FFIT M@@ ,NQ\\«l\..wmg x4~ S=EACAET @Qmw -+
(o4e g ¥IoeE=\ G 7D ST 21300 2ING) LWy |
T T QAT Ay o2 199 S@2ra) # u&é% )
Slron ™\ 23 onyg ¥13024 'S £29% so0<\ 292036y b

LLPoo 2/ wa\% A7 ML wwﬁﬁsx M2INFAY7 294 wioy) .Enwmmwgﬁutua NHo[> ¢
J.u”;dlo.saq\,\/ 2 omk M 99 hS S YN g

21 = el )y |, S o oY wUONhQ /

1D 39e419) SS3IHAAY

(upd 9ses|d) ms_<z

—

TR

AlISIaAlU) 91B1S SI0UIBACH
‘wed gp:g - ‘wd 00

juswalels oeduw| [BIUWILOIIAUT
weibold Moday jeinbneuj uegingng yinog

ONILIIN DNIJOOS didnd

£002 ‘€ Jaquadaq Aepseupa




(1909 ﬁ&&% o)) 1 2 Egﬁq N Sl

g IS

LF40T 7] B e/ - VR IV YY AL

CMNAD  S ~NETT
}

G G909 D ubii/y 109

L

W8y TR AT T8

,@\\,.wag }sﬁn\ 2t g0

.\J\M\w\
R M e@;ﬁ\xx\

040 L 0g Lpuapsaprr 7 (007 LKLY Ty 0 K109

[~

U STy 277

Lk hoYh T ubzar\\ Qw‘. oNITINY 3 LS co

HRULYH - w,\_v_)uhﬁ\ _uellg

ZAr00 T 97 oY, fal @M\&, M LESS

(diz “e3e1s “AuD 9941S) SS3YAAY

e ——

AJISI9AIUN 91BIS SIOUIDACK)

juswae)s 1oedw) [RuaLLUOIAUT
wriboid Modlpy |eanbneu] ueqingns yinos

ONILIIW ONIJOIS ANV
2 th\

‘wd 00:Z) - "W 00:01 £00Z ‘€ 19quiedeq Aepssupom




QM\wQ@ \UN RQ\QQQK&\QMW 7 ?%WV@L;N@NNMQ&% 7 \<N\ ?w@. ;\QE\Q\%\\Q 7 %
Arh, P9 Y By oql  Tvvurghaty U230),7]] IIARI LY VL]
iz ‘21815 QD 1eens) SSIHAAY — (uid aseeld) SWVN
AjisiaAjun a1e1S SIOLIDAOE)
wd go:g - 'wed 00 £00Z ‘€ Jequedaqg Aepseupai

uswaes 1oudiy] jejuswiucliaug
wesboid Yodly jeanbneu) urqingng yinosg

ONI1ITN DNIJOIS J17and




e VI IR Y AL L7 ] O 794 FAR
diz ‘ayels ‘AiD ‘199418) SSIHAAY (und osed|d) INVYN
Aysioajuf 23BlS SIoUIPACD)
‘wd go:g - ‘wd 00y €002 ‘c Jeqwadsag Aepsaupa

JaLWeleyS Joedw] (BlUSlLUOLAUT
welboid poday reanbneuy) veqingng yinos

HNLLITN DNIdOIS JITand




T L A Y 2 BT ] PR

o%rﬁum \rntxww\‘\x @Q%)Wﬁm@\ {mJS@ U.!W

M- AT ) 0%

— ) d°L LSL 0208 —a Vi~ fomxg \Q\f\ﬂv

e wJuxu\\\u\a\\\ mw% WO, Jﬂwu s NP0 \»w&‘mW\h,mb\; buﬁ\«\

N:%w@i?rb rd oG Z Zpil | Seapesiiqnf Zwm%_% w\a&uw&\ w0 gy

S/909 I ey ssi\\m\ A [E<h S ] S e [

- nsiv] Q9iko SIVITGNTMY (OS2

AysieAjuf 9381S SI0UIIAOY)
‘wrd gp:g - ‘wird 0ot €00Z ‘g Jequasaq Aepsaupap

juswioiels wedw| jejuswiuoiaug
wwiboid podipy jesnbneu) ueqingng yinosg

ONILIIN ONIdOIS JI1d



SECTION 3
SCOPING COMMENTS RECEIVED



SECTION 3.1
AGENCY / PUBLIC COMMENTS
DATABASE REPORT



South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement
Comment / Response Database

How to Use the Database

This document contains an index of those parties who submitted comments to the South Suburban
Airport during the Environmental Impact Statement.

The document includes the name of each party providing a comment and a unique Identifier Code to
catalog the submittal. Comment Codes are also provided, which indicate the summarized comments
applicable to that particular submittal. Federal, State, and Local Agency letters are in order
alphanumerically by Identifier Code and include the area of government the individual is associated with.
Public comments are also listed alphabetically by last name.

Each “Identifier Code” consists of six characters that represent three fields of information describing each
unique comment submittal. The first character makes up the first field and serves as an “Event Code”,
which describes the period during the study for which the comment was submitted.

There are four Event Codes:

S = Comment received during the Scoping Process of the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

P = Comments received after Scoping but before the release of the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement.

D = Comments received after the release of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement.

F = Comments received after the release of the Final Environmental Impact Statement

The second character represents the second field, which serves as an “Affiliation Code” that places the
party commenting into one of six categories:

F = Comment from a Federal agency
S = Comment from a State agency

L = Comment from a Local agency

P = Comment from the general public
N = Comment by petition

The last four characters represent the third field, which identifies the specific comment submittal
numerically. For example, the “Identifier Code,” “SP0245", describes the comment submittal as being the
245th letter or comment form received during the Scoping process from the general public.

Affiliation Code
Event Code l

N

Scoping Document 1 January 2004
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport

Numeric Identifier




Each comment submittal was reviewed, salient points summarized, and identified with a comment code.
The summarized comments are organized into the following 30 categories:

Category Number

Description
Purpose and Need

Alternatives

Noise

Land Use

Social Impacts

Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

Air Quality

Hazardous Materials

Water Quality

DOT Section 303

Historic, Architectural, and Archaeological
Biotic Communities

Endangered and Threatened Species
Wetlands

Farmlands

Energy and Natural Resources
Light Emissions

Solid Waste Impacts

Construction Impacts

Other Environmental Considerations
Public Involvement

Cost Considerations

EIS Process and Scope

Quality of Life

Floodplains

Environmental Justice

Surface Transportation

Design, Art, Architecture

Other

Safety

For example, Comment Code 1-1 describes the comment was made concerning the Purpose and Need
and is the first comment documented under that category.

All comment submittals have been treated equally by the FAA.

Scoping Document
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport

January 2004



Last Name
Bayh

RESERVED
RESERVED
Rogner
Visclosky
Weller
Weller
Weller

Westlake
Kamke

Scoping Document

Inaugural Airport Program at the South

Suburban Airport

First Name
Evan

John D.
Peter J.
Jerry
Jerry
Jerry

Kenneth
Sherry

Comment / Response Database

South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program

Tier 2 EIS

List of Federal Agency Commenters

(Scoping)

Agency
United States Senate

United States Dept. of the Interior

United States House of Representatives
United States House of Representatives
United States House of Representatives
United States House of Representatives

United States Environmental Protection Agency

Letter Code

SF0003

SF0006

SF0009

SF0004

SF0005

SF0001

SF0002

SF0007

SF0008

Comment Number(s)
1-6, 1-7, 2-5, 15-3, 19-2, 23-3, 23-14, 27-1, 29-7

9-1,12-2, 13-1, 13-2, 13-6, 14-1, 29-5

1-8, 1-30, 1-34, 2-30, 4-11, 9-2, 14-3, 15-13, 27-16
1-5, 6-22, 23-13, 29-6, 29-25, 29-65

2-44, 2-45, 23-2

1-5, 6-22, 23-13, 29-65

4-7,7-7,7-8, 9-30, 14-4, 23-24, 23-26, 23-45

January 2004



Last Name
Cipriano

Hamer
Hamer
Martin
Nicol
Nicol

T. Grosboll

Scoping Document

Comment /| Response Database

South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program

List of State Agency Commenters

First Name Agency

Renee
Steve
Steve
Timothy
J. Bryan
Bryan

Carolyn

lllinois Environmental Protection Agency

lllinois Dept. of Natural Resources
lllinois Dept. of Natural Resources
lllinois Department of Transportation
Indiana Dept. of Transportation
Indiana Dept. of Transportation

Ill. Nature Preserves Commission

Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport

Tier 2 EIS

(Scoping)

Letter Code

§S0007

S§S0001

SS0004

SS0005

§S0002

SS0006

S§S0003

Comment Number(s)
30-3, 14-4, 9-11, 8-1, 3-15, 7-19

29-5

1-3, 2-3, 10-3, 12-1, 19-1, 23-1, 29-5
1-4, 6-21, 23-9, 23-12, 23-47, 29-22
1-2

1-35, 1-57, 1-58, 23-3, 23-18

10-3, 10-4, 10-5

January 2004



Last Name
Baran

Browne
Bryant
Bryant
Bryant
Bryant
Cann
Collens
Collins
Daugherty
Daugherty
Deutsche
Deutsche
Deutsche
Einhorn
EWCCM
Gil

Good
Hamann
Herrick
Herrick
Howell
Karas
Koehn
Koehn
Kruse
Kwiatkowski
Latz PE PPLS
Lindberg
Lohmann
Mamoser
May
Mayer
McCowan
McNulty
Meyer

Meyer

Scoping Document

First Name
Dennis J.

William
Rick
Rick
Rick
Rick
Brian L.
Aelsy
Nelson
James
James
Mary Ann
W. Lee
David E.

Michael S.

Efraim
Timothy W.
Bruce
Robert
Bob

Rich

Paul
Rodger A.
Dennis
Karl

Paul T.
Sheldon C.
David

Paul

Alan P.
Henry

Lois R.

Al

Kevin
Jerry K.

Jerry

Comment / Response Database

South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 EIS

List of Local Agency Commenters

(Scoping)

Agency
Village of Peotone

Village of Hazelcrest

South Suburban Airport Commission
South Suburban Airport Commission
South Suburban Airport Commission
South Suburban Airport Commission
Will Township

Washington Township

Washington Township

Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District
Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District
Will County Board

Will County Board

Union Drainage District

Village of Crete

Eastern Will County Council of Mayors
Green Communities Project Stakeholders
Forest Preserve District of Will County
Will County Highway Commission

Will County CED

Will County CED

Kankakee County Soil and Water Conservation

Chicago/Gary International Airport Authority
Will County Farm Bureau

Washington Township

Kankakee County Board

Will Township

Will County Dept. of Highways

Greater Rockford Transportation Coalition
Village of Beecher

NE lllinois Planning Commission

Village of Monee

Monee Township Trustee

South Suburban Airport Commission
Chicago Southland Chamber of Commerce
Washington Township

Washington Township

Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport

Letter Code

SL0040

SL0058

SL0007

SL0010

SL0030

SL0039

SL0024

SL0004

SL0054

SL0044

SL0061

SL0052

SL0056

SL0064

SL0036

SL0008

SL0026

SL0022

SL0045

SL0005

SL0049

SL0031

SL0053

SL0012

SL0042

SL0037

SL0011

SL0068

SL0016

SL0035

SL0065

SL0003

SL0027

SL0041

SL0055

SL0013

SL0048

Comment Number(s)
2-2,27-15

29-30, 1-9

1-9, 2-29, 1-32, 29-31, 1-33, 29-4

29-24

1-9, 2-29, 1-32, 29-31, 1-33, 29-4

1-12, 1-24, 1-11, 12-3, 9-1, 1-22, 1-23, 22-5, 1-25
2-1, 2-1, 6-5, 27-2, 27-3, 27-4

27-2,2-1, 6-5, 27-3, 27-4, 2-2

9-25

9-25

1-26, 29-34

1-26, 2-31

9-27, 9-28, 6-25, 15-16, 5-4, 29-39

2-18, 29-26, 29-27, 2-19, 1-31, 28-3, 29-28, 9-1, 4-
12, 22-8, 4-5, 4-2, 27-11, 2-22, 16-2, 27-3, 22-9, 2-
21-1,4-2,4-3, 27-6, 6-6, 9-1, 14-1, 25-1, 18-1, 10-
1,18-2,2-2, 2-4, 4-4

29-21, 9-3, 9-1, 9-7, 3-1, 3-2, 27-3, 27-7, 19-3, 6-
17, 4-5, 6-1, 29-11, 29-21, 29-18
3-7,2-12,6-15,13-3

1-26, 29-33

27-5, 29-2

29-2, 27-5, 29-2

9-2, 19-5, 9-14, 9-15, 9-5, 9-16, 9-17, 25-2, 9-3, 9-
18, 9-19, 14-1,12-5

23-3,1-2,1-37,27-9

15-5, 9-1, 9-3, 9-4, 9-5, 14-1, 6-8, 15-6, 15-7, 15-8,
21-2

27-2,2-1, 6-5, 27-3, 27-4, 2-2, 9-1

29-30, 21-1, 9-2

1-5, 1-14, 1-16, 2-7, 6-7

23-44, 27-9, 27-11, 27-19, 27-20, 27-21, 27-22
22-2,1-11, 3-5, 15-5, 5-2, 15-8, 11-1, 9-2, 14-2, 22-
3

27-2,2-2,2-17, 2-1, 2-10, 18-2, 3-6, 19-3, 19-6, 9-
1,9-18, 4-1, 22-4

2-25

1-16, 22-11, 6-2, 27-23, 5-2, 1-11, 1-23, 15-8

1-2, 1-26, 6-18, 9-1, 9-6, 24-17, 27-10

29-30, 29-32

1-9, 29-30

27-3, 27-2, 27-24, 9-2, 2-1, 29-13, 2-2

27-3,27-2, 9-2, 2-1, 29-13, 2-2

January 2004



Last Name First Name
Mikan Joseph L.
Mikan Joe

Mikan Joseph L.
Molski Roger G.
O'Brien Jr. AAE Robert W.
Bruggeman Kathy
O'Connor Jeffery M.
O'Donnell Timothy
Ogalla Robert
Paesel Edward
Paesel Ed

Paige John
Pasteris Michael A.
Penn Algernon H.
Ranfranz James E.
Reils Richard
RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

RESERVED

Rudin Dan
Sanger M.J.
Simon Verna
Singer Cory
Singer Cory
Staehle William L.
Sygulla Richard
Thomas Ron

Village of Crete

Warner AICP Tyson
Woods Margie
Woods Margie
Woods Margie
Young Chief
Zajakala Stella

Scoping Document

Comment / Response Database

South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program

Tier 2 EIS

List of Local Agency Commenters

(Scoping)

Agency
Will County CED

Will County Board

Will County

Village of Flossmoor

Greater Rockford Airport Authority

Kankakee County Soil and Water Conservation
Village of Monee

Union Drainage District

South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association
South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association
NE lllinois Planning Commission

Forest Preserve District of Will County

Village of University Park

NW Indiana Regional Planning Commission

Will South Cook SWCD

Village of Manteno

Sanger Airport

Will County Board
Will County Board

Chicago/Gary International Airport Authority

NE lllinois Planning Commission
Village of Crete

Will County Land Use Department
Will County Board

Will County Board

Will Township

Peotone Fire Protection District

Will Township

Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport 2

Letter Code

SL0009

SL0038

SL0066

SL0063

SL0071

SL0033

SL0034

SL0060

SL0006

SL0047

SL0051

SL0023

SL0057

SL0025

SL0021

SL0002

SL0018

SL0062

SL0070

SL0032

SL0028

SL0020

SL0014

SL0059

SL0019

SL0043

SL0029

SL0017

SL0069

SL0001

SL0050

SL0067

SL0015

SL0046

Comment Number(s)
1-14, 23-2, 16-1, 27-1, 4-2, 21-1

1-14, 4-2, 4-3
1-5, 23-44

29-30, 1-14, 29-38

1-50, 2-43

9-2,19-5, 9-14, 9-15, 9-5, 9-16, 9-17, 25-2, 9-3, O-
18,9-19, 14-1, 12-5

1-26, 27-13, 9-1, 919, 9-5, 12-3, 7-6, 9-12, 1-29
15-14, 6-5, 29-37, 1-22, 15-8

1-59, 1-60, 29-3

293

21-1,4-2, 4-3, 6-6, 29-1, 18-2, 2-2, 2-4, 4-1
29-14,23-6, 3-7, 29-15, 4-6, 24-3, 11-2

29-30, 19

2-20, 3-5, 6-16, 6-40, 7-5, 9-1, 9-2, 27-10, 27-11, 29

18, 29-19, 29-20
15-8, 9-2, 9-5, 9-6

9-20, 27-10

1-11, 1-22, 1-23, 15-8, 14-2, 14-3, 6-19, 6-5, 2-13

21-1,4-2,4-3,21-3

21-3, 4-2, 6-19, 5-3, 29-34

23-2,1-19, 1-20, 2-11, 1-2, 1-11, 271, 27-9
9-21, 9-22, 9-23, 9-24

21-3, 6-20, 2-16, 9-9, 3-5, 9-8, 25-1, 9-10, 9-11, 9-
1, 19-4, 18-3, 9-12, 9-13, 29-23, 15-10, 15-11, 28-1,
2-18, 29-26, 29-27, 2-19, 1-31, 28-3, 29-28, 9-1, 4-
12, 22-8, 4-5, 4-2, 27-11, 2-22, 22-8, 16-2, 27-3, 22-
4-8,4-9, 4-10, 9-43, 15-10, 23-8, 28-2

4-1, 5-1, 6-1, 9-1, 10-1, 10-2, 14-1, 15-1, 18-1, 25-
1, 27-1, 291
4-1, 5-1, 6-1, 9-1, 10-1, 10-2, 14-1, 15-1, 18-1, 25-
1, 27-1, 291
21-7,23-44

23-5, 21-2, 15-6, 6-9, 6-10, 6-11, 6-12, 30-1, 30-2,

23-2
15-2, 6-2, 6-3, 6-4

January 2004



Last Name

Acker
Acker
Adrian
Albrecht
Aman
Anczer
Anczer
Arms
Arms
Armstrong

Armstrong
Armstrong
Attachuler
Barsotti
Behun
Bettenhausen
Bialon
Birmingham
Birmingham
Blane

Blunk

Bolus

Book
Brafman
Brongel
Brown
Brown
Brubaker
Fisk

Budzinski
Burnett
Carlisle
Carter
Carter
Cassin
Cayer
Chan
Chan
Childress
Cully
Daniel
Darin
Darin

Davis
Davis
DeWitt

Scoping Document

First Name

Richard
Richard H.
D

Robert H.
Arthur
Stephen
Karen
Lois

Lois
Katherine

Chuck
Pat
Marilyn
Ed
Mary A.
Rodney
Royce R.
Brian
Brian
Nancy
Dan
George
John

Mr. & Mrs. F.

Alex E.
Michael A.
Michael A.
Kevin
Shannon

Ted
Jeff
Rob
Bob
Bob
Karen
Arlene
Sonja
Wallace
Benjamin F.
Jim
John P.
Jack
Jack

Dr. Michael
Richard R.
Rosemarie

Tier 2 EIS
List of Public Commenters
(Scoping)
Letter Code
SP0130 2-11, 9-2, 23-7, 23-8
SP0108
SP0093 1-21
SP0020 1-22, 1-12
SP0030 1-17
SP0167
SP0119 1-12, 15-3
SP0156
SP0172
17, 15-20, 23-35, 24-16
SP0044 1-11, 1-26, 15-3
SP0102 1-26
SP0164 29-49
SP0036 2-5
SP0052 1-26, 1-11, 1-22, 15-3
SP0024 10-6
SP0126 1-28
SP0175
SP0015 1-12
SP0069 1-6, 1-8, 1-22
SP0153 1-9, 23-11
SP0073 1-21
SP0103 1-26
SP0082 1-21
SP0053 1-11
SP0188 1-11
SP0178
23-41, 23-42, 26-1, 27-19
SP0118 1-26, 24-4
SP0090 1-21
SP0095 1-21
SP0007 3-4, 23-4, 29-67
SP0121 3-4,23-4
SP0127 1-27
SP0039 1-6
SP0046 24-2
SP0033 1-12, 2-8, 15-4
SP009%4 1-21
SP0100 1-21
SP0125 7-3, 9-3, 15-1
SP0165
SP0019 1-8
SP0060 1-18
SP0150 9-3, 9-7, 9-11, 15-19

Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport

Comment / Response Database
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program

Comment Number(s)

1-26, 1-11, 2-11, 7-2, 9-2, 9-3, 10-3, 11-1, 23-7, 23-8

9-38, 9-39, 9-40, 10-10, 12-10, 23-30

1-22, 1-26, 1-39, 1-46, 2-35, 2-38, 3-10, 6-1, 7-16, 7-

1-22, 1-39, 6-26, 7-18, 29-57

1-39, 1-48, 1-49, 1-50, 1-51, 1-562, 1-53, 1-54, 2-30, 2-
37, 2-39, 2-40, 2-41, 2-42, 23-37, 23-38, 23-39, 23-40,

2-35, 5-6, 7-3, 7-11, 7-12, 7-13, 9-3, 9-31, 9-32, 9-33,
9-34, 9-35, 9-36, 9-37, 10-9, 12-8, 12-9, 13-7, 14-5, 23-

27, 23-28, 23-29, 27-18, 29-50, 29-51

January 2004



Last Name

Dieringer
Dieringer
Dieringer
Dieringer
Doctor
Drwal
Erath
Farmer
Farr
Fiebelkorn
Fiebelkorn
Foster
Foster
Freberg
Gallagher
Garry
Gaspero

Gilkerson
Gottwald

Graves
Graves
Graves
Green
Greene
Greene
Grimm
Grimshaw

Guinomd
Hafner Jr.
Harnack M.D.
Heinrich
Heisner
Henea Jr.
Heusner
Hipchen

Huff

Joseph
Joseph
June
Kalcsics
Karczewski
Kelly
Kohnke
Koshler
Kowley
Kreske
Krupa

Scoping Document

First Name

Charles
Charles
Charles
Charles
Bert

Mike
Jeremy E.
Dan
Thomas R.
Jon

Gina
Mykelin
Sandra
Leland L.
James E.

Christopher E.

Tony
Cheri
Chris
Warren

Bob

Robert W.
Robert W.
Aina

Aina

Aina
Gaylyn
Jacqulyn D.

Jeff
Sherman R.
K.

Gerald
Koreen
Marcus W.
Lee

Karl

Jake

Thomas A.
Thomas H.
Steve
Elaine
Joan
Eileen
Robert
Frank
Kevin
Patricia
John A.

Comment / Response Database
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program

Tier 2 EIS
List of Public Commenters
(Scoping)
Letter Code Comment Number(s)
SP0145 2-28
SP0148 9-29
SP0154 7-10
SP0157 9-1
SP0120 22-6, 23-11
SP0097 1-21
SP0074 1-21
SP0081 1-21
SP0051 1-17, 2-5
SP0017 7-2,9-2,17-1, 24-2
SP0085 1-21
SP0143 1-26, 1-11, 6-23
SP0186 1-11, 1-22, 1-26, 2-35, 2-36
SP0032 1-6
SP0083 1-21
SP0048 1-11, 27-1
SP0087 1-21
SP0176 1-26, 1-47, 2-32, 2-35, 2-36, 6-34, 22-10, 23-3, 29-58
SP0138 2-13
SP0066 1-11, 1-12, 2-13
SP0190 29-53
SP0158 1-40, 24-8
SP0131 2-11,15-12, 24-2
SP0171 1-26, 1-34, 1-45, 6-31, 6-32
SP0173 3-11, 5-7, 5-9, 6-33, 9-36, 10-11, 18-4, 27-3
SP0189 23-31, 29-54, 13-8, 1-35, 2-14, 23-32, 23-16, 2-37, 23-
33, 23-19, 1-43, 7-15, 1-44, 5-7, 9-1, 9-3, 1-31
SP0098 1-21
SP0116 15-9
SP0054 1-8
SP0177 3-12, 3-13, 3-14, 23-36
SP0161 1-6, 1-38, 2-32, 15-17, 29-40
SP0080 1-21
SP0065 1-8
SP0031 1-8
SP0071 1-21
SP0114 1-9, 1-10
SP0001 1-9, 1-10, 6-38, 6-39
SP0055 1-26, 24-2
SP0040 29
SP0107 15-8
SP0008 1-26
SP0099 1-21
SP0004 1-9, 27-1
SP0075 1-21
SP0067 24-2
SP0124 1-11, 13-5
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Last Name

Landl
Langsdorf
Leick
Leslie
Level
Lindberg
Luebbe
Luebbe
MacNeil
Malawski
Malawski
Marcellis
Mark

Mark
Martin
Martin
Mayne
McArthur
McCoppin
McDonald
McElligott
McElligott
McKay D.V.M.
McNeil
Medhurst
Medina
Melik
Metzger

Meyers-Hafner
Meyers-Hafner
Michaels
Mielcarz
Moran

Mullady
O'Brien
Obrochin
Ochsenfeld

Ochsenfeld
Ogalla
Ochsenfeld
Ogalla
Ogorzalek
Olson
Ostrowetin
Paariberg
Palermo Jr.
Paul

Scoping Document

Comment / Response Database

South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program

First Name

Karl
Martyl
Barbara
Kurt
Michael J.
David
Scott
Scott

Kay

Fred
Georgia
Kelly

Dr. Robert

Dr. Robert
Elaine
Lad
Roger
Patrick
Bob
Robert L.
Walter
Joan
Daniel E.
R.

R.C.
Louis C.
Adele
Janice

Ellen

Ellen

Sherri
Anthony
Dennis

Ed

Sandy
Christopher
Maureen

George
Judy
George
Judy

Ken

Eileen
Richard
Ralph

Joe
Richard H.

Tier 2 EIS
List of Public Commenters
(Scoping)
Letter Code Comment Number(s)

SP0038 1-26, 2-5

SP0026 1-8, 15-4

SP0142 29-29

SP0006 24-1

SP0078 1-21

SP0135 1-8, 1-11, 1-12, 1-22, 1-26, 2-23

SP0041 15-3

SP0104 1-11, 2-14

SP0016 1-26, 1-12

SP0034 1-17, 2-5

SP0077 1-21

SP0010 3-1, 3-2, 4-5, 7-1, 9-3, 9-7, 19-1, 27-7, 29-11, 29-21,
29-1, 27-3, 10-1, 9-1, 23-1

SP0137 9-3, 9-7, 29-21

SP0181 1-22, 5-10, 6-35, 15-21, 23-43, 29-62

SP0058 1-26

SP0049 24-2

SP0035

SP0042 1-6

SP0047 6-13

SP0018 1-12

SP0063 1-26, 2-1, 9-2, 3-16, 5-2, 15-13, 6-3, 10-4, 10-5, 10-11

SP0056 7-3,7-4

SP0079 1-21

SP0014 1-22, 15-4

SP0187 23-31, 29-54, 13-8, 1-35, 2-14, 23-32, 23-16, 2-37, 23-
33, 23-19, 1-43, 7-15, 1-44, 5-7, 9-1, 9-3, 1-31

SP0115 1-26, 1-11, 2-14, 2-15, 1-56

SP0155 29-46

SP0132 22-7

SP0128 1-11, 1-26

SP0101 1-21

SP0117 1-27, 23-10

SP0174 1-2,7-4,7-6, 9-1, 12-9, 14-1, 15-1

SP0076 1-21

SP0136 1-11, 1-22, 2-10, 2-26, 12-6, 14-2, 14-3, 15-4, 15-8, 23-
15

SP0182 1-22, 1-26

SP0105 1-11, 1-20, 1-36, 23-15, 23-20, 23-21, 23-22, 23-23, 29
35, 29-36

SP0028 1-6

SP0146 1-26, 24-6

SP0168 1-2, 3-8, 3-9, 7-14, 9-3, 9-35, 9-41, 9-42, 25-3

SP0160 6-24, 6-26, 9-26, 15-15, 21-4, 24-5

SP0139 23-5

SP0027 1-6, 1-12
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Last Name

Pearman
Potaczek
Potrczek
Powers
Rachner
Rademacher

Randall

Rayson
Rayson
Rayson
Rellis
Rellis

Rellis-Birmingham
RESERVED
RESERVED
RESERVED
Rizzuto
Rogers

Sala
Schlottman
Schultz
Sharp

Smith

Smith
Smolek
Speiclar
Spomar Jr.
Spomar Jr. DBA
Stojak
Street
Stuart
Sturges
Sturges
Sweeney
Sweeney
Thomka
Tobin
Toeppen
Toeppen
Trepanier
Van Eynde
Verduin
Vloedman
Sturges
Wamons
Weidner

Scoping Document

First Name

Dewey F.
Steve J.
Steve
James H.
Glenn
John

Joanne

Anthony
Anthony
Anthony R.
Charles
Delia

Lelia

Gina

Chris
James
Don
Justin
Keith
H.D.
Dawn
Wendell
Timothy
Ben
John
John
Frank
Margaret
Barbara
Barbara
Barbara
Jim

Jim
Michael
Jim
David
Rachel
Lionel
Brad
Jim
Sallie

Al
Susan
Gloria

Comment / Response Database
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program

Tier 2 EIS
List of Public Commenters
(Scoping)
Letter Code Comment Number(s)

SP0106 1-2, 1-8, 29-7

SP0009 9-2

SP0123 9-2, 9-4, 25-4

SP0043

SP0070 29-16

SP0169 1-11, 1-22, 1-26, 1-41, 1-42, 6-28, 6-36, 6-37, 9-1, 11-
3, 13-4, 15-3, 15-4, 21-6, 24-9, 27-17, 29-63, 29-64

SP0163 1-39, 2-34, 5-3, 5-5, 21-5, 23-25, 24-6, 24-7, 24-10, 24-
11, 24-12, 24-13, 24-14, 29-42, 29-43, 29-44, 29-45,
29-47, 29-48

SP0012 1-11, 1-22, 2-14

SP0144 1-11, 1-22, 2-14

SP0023 23-46

SP0112 1-18, 29-17

SP0111 15-1

SP0110 1-8

SP0159

SP0183

SP0185

SP0091 1-21

SP0061 1-8, 1-26

SP0068 1-26, 9-3

SP0084 1-21

SP0086 1-21

SP0166 1-22, 1-26, 1-42, 5-2, 6-30, 18-1, 27-1, 29-52

SP0170 1-26, 2-35, 5-8, 15-4, 23-34, 24-15, 29-55, 29-56

SP0179 1-22, 1-42, 29-59

SP0072 1-21

SP0088 1-21

SP0122 9-1,9-7

SP0013 9-4

SP0057 1-11, 24-2

SP0050 1-26, 9-2

SP0109 1-11, 1-22, 7-4, 9-4, 15-1, 15-3, 1-55

SP0062 6-14

SP0141 10-8, 15-1, 15-8

SP0184 1-6, 7-5, 9-5, 23-28

SP0191 23-28, 23-28, 7-5, 9-5, 1-6

SP0025 3-4

SP0022 1-26, 1-12, 1-13

SP0029 1-6, 1-26, 1-12

SP0151 2-14,7-9

SP0096 1-21

SP0133 1-26, 9-1, 9-3, 10-6, 25-1

SP0021 27-7,27-8

SP0180 1-26, 3-10, 7-4, 9-1, 15-8, 29-60, 29-61

SP0152 1-11, 1-12, 15-4
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Comment / Response Database
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program

Tier 2 EIS
List of Public Commenters
(Scoping)
Last Name First Name Letter Code Comment Number(s)
Welzien Jason SP0092 1-21
Wendt William SP0134 1-11, 1-31, 2-14, 2-18
Wendt William SP0149 2-33
Wendt JR. William F. SP0002 29-9
Werner Claude H. SP0113 3-5,7-2,9-2, 11-1, 13-4, 15-1
Wesolowski Ken SP0011 1-6
Westerberg Harry SP0037 1-17, 1-26
Wiezik Andy SP0089 1-21
Wilson Gordon SP0003 1-18, 1-22, 2-6, 29-66
Wilson Gordon SP0147 1-11
Wilson Gordon N. SP0129 1-18, 1-22, 2-6
Wolter Fred SP0140 1-8, 1-11
Wood Susan H. SP0045 1-11, 15-3
Zirzow Linda SP0162 1-11, 1-26, 6-27, 6-28, 6-29, 9-3, 9-5, 12-7, 15-18, 18-
1, 29-41

Zumer AlA Andrew J. SP0059 2-9

SP0005 29-10

SP0064 1-26, 9-2
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

1-1 Comment
RESERVED

Letter Codes

1-2 Comment
Gary/Chicago Airport must be fully and completely considered as part of any proposed airport
planning process in the region.

Letter Codes
SL0019 SL0027 SL0053 SP0106 SP0168 SP0174 SS0002

1-3 Comment
The Dept. of Natural Resources agrees with the conclusions of the Tier 1 DEIS regarding land
acquisition for the inaugural and ultimate alternatives that they will have no impacts on DOT
Section 303(c) and Section 6(f) lands, biotic communities, endangered and threatened
species, wetlands and floodplains.

Letter Codes
SS0004

1-4 Comment
Governor Blagojevich has stated that he believes South Suburban Airport should be built for a
number of reasons: First, we believe that there's a demonstrated need for this airport, even
with the eventual completion of the OMP, even when Midway reaches its capacity, even with
the expansion of service to Rockford, and even with he proposed improvements to Gary-
Chicago. Once there is an agreement on projections of landings and take-offs, we believe
that greater interest will be shown by a number of people, organizations, and the airline
industry.

Letter Codes
SS0005

1-5 Comment
| come before you as a supporter of increasing the aviation capacity of the Chicago region,
both through expansion of Chicago O'Hare and the building of the planned Will County South
Suburban Airport.

Our region, and Will County in particular, are experiencing tremendous population growth. In
fact, Will County will become the second most populous county in lllinois by 2025. The
proposed airport is needed sooner rather than later to accommodate the aviation needs of the
region. The IDOT forecasts that by 2010, the region demand for air travel will increase by
17.8 million passengers. It is appropriate and timely to prepare now and build this inaugural
airport before the surge in demand comes at the end of the decade.
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

Let me reiterate, | fully support the building of the Will County regional south suburban airport,
locally led by Will County in partnership with the FAA, IDOT and all interested parties.

Letter Codes
SF0001 SF0007 SL0011 SL0066

1-6 Comment
The Peotone Airport does not exist. The GCA does exist and is operational. This makes it
the logical choice to fill the current and future needs of the Chicago Market. Bringing a fully
functional Peotone Airport could require a billion dollars to replicate the infrastructure that
already stands at the GCA.

Letter Codes
SF0003 SP0011 SP0027 SP0028 SP0029 SP0032 SP0039 SP0042 SP0069 SP0161
SP0184 SP0191

1-7 Comment
The issue of Peotone and low density must be realized. In the GCA market area, there are
1.5 million residents closer to GCA than to Midway and 2.7 million closer to GCA than to
O'Hare, both figures are excluding the downtown Chicago area. The Peotone market area
cannot compare to this.

Letter Codes
SF0003

1-8 Comment
The Gary/Chicago IA is currently growing and positioned to expand its service. Any move to
add a fourth airport to the region would be redundant and wasteful for taxpayers and the
environment.

Letter Codes
SF0005 SP0019 SP0026 SP0031 SP0054 SP0061 SP0065 SP0069 SP0106 SP0110
SP0135 SP0140

1-9 Comment
The concept of the 3rd airport is supported and will be a major economic tool. It will bring
jobs, continue housing growth, broaden the commercial base, and generate tax dollars to
invest in schools.

Letter Codes
SL0007 SL0039 SL0055 SL0057 SL0058 SP0001 SP0004 SP0114 SP0153

1-10 Comment
This airport will have a twofold impact, bringing opportunity to the south suburbs and ensuring
Will County’s continued strength.
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

Letter Codes
SP0001 SP0114

1-11 Comment
Consider the fact that there are already four woefully underutilized airports ringing
Chicagoland, in Rockford, Milwaukee, Gary, and Kankakee. There is no need for another
airport, and expanding O'Hare and reopening Miegs should be your first priorities!

Letter Codes

SL0003 SL0016 SL0019 SL0024 SL0028 SP0012 SP0044 SP0045 SP0048 SP0052 SP0053
SP0057 SP0066 SP0104 SP0105 SP0108 SP0109 SP0115 SP0124 SP0128 SP0134
SP0135 SP0136 SP0140 SP0143 SP0144 SP0147 SP0152 SP0162 SP0169 SP0186
SP0188

1-12 Comment
If the market demand is not present, there is no reason for moving forward with Peotone
Airport. It will only use taxpayers’ money.

Letter Codes
SL0024 SP0015 SP0016 SP0018 SP0020 SP0022 SP0027 SP0029 SP0033 SP0066
SP0119 SP0135 SP0152

1-13 Comment
National Taxpayers United of lllinois (NTU) opposes any use of taxpayer funds for the
proposed South Suburban Airport in Peotone.

Letter Codes
SP0022

1-14 Comment
Aviation demand in our region continues to grow. We believe that delaying the airport
construction further would be a detriment to the region and the country.

Letter Codes
SL0009 SL0011 SL0O038 SL0063

1-15 Comment
RESERVED
Letter Codes

1-16 Comment

| am against the building of an inaugural one-runway airport here in Will Township. If all that
is needed is a one-runway airport, | suggest expansion of the Greater Kankakee Airport.
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

Letter Codes
SL0003 SL0011

1-17 Comment
| think that building a new airport near Peotone would be the biggest boondoggle in the history
of U.S. commercial aviation.

Letter Codes
SP0030 SP0034 SP0037 SP0051

1-18 Comment
Do we need another airport and is this the best place for it?

Letter Codes
SP0003 SP0060 SP0112 SP0129

1-199 Comment
Provide detailed information about the process which is proposed to be used in the Tier 2 EIS
scope of work to provide sufficient information to justify the purpose and need for the
development of a new airport and to define the area which will be served by this airport.

Letter Codes
SL0019

1-20 Comment
What are the demand forecasts for Peotone? How and why are they different than GCA,
which were sanctioned by the FAA? How can forecasts for GCA be less than published
forecasts for Peotone when GCA population and business concentrations are more dense,
closer to ground access and 10 miles closer to the Chicago Loop?

Letter Codes
SL0019 SP0105

1-21 Comment
This airport will have no environmental effect. Please build it.

Letter Codes

SP0071 SP0072 SP0073 SP0074 SP0075 SP0076 SP0077 SP0078 SP0079 SP0080
SP0081 SP0082 SP0083 SP0084 SP0085 SP0086 SP0087 SP0088 SP0089 SP0090
SP0091 SP0092 SP0093 SP0094 SP0095 SP0096 SP0097 SP0098 SP0099 SP0100
SP0101

1-22 Comment
The major airlines have not ever indicated that they will ever use this facility, if built.
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1-23

1-24

1-25

1-26

1-27

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

Letter Codes

SL0024 SL0028 SL0060 SP0003 SP0012 SP0014 SP0020 SP0052 SP0069 SP0109 SP0129
SP0135 SP0136 SP0144 SP0166 SP0169 SP0172 SP0175 SP0179 SP0181 SP0182
SP0186

Comment

The record thus far that IDOT has for building flourishing, thriving, profitable airports (i.e. Mid-
America) is evidence enough not to trust their capability for long-range planning for air
capacity.

Letter Codes
SL0003 SL0024 SL0028

Comment

All data thus far has been promoted by pro-airport politicians and their special interest groups
that have been hired to manufacture false data from which comprised forecasts have been
made. The only people you will appease will be the politicians. Real people will lose.

Letter Codes
SL0024

Comment

The General Accounting Office in a published report (GAO-02-997R) discusses their annual
appraisal of Essential Air Services and cites parameters for building airports. The proposed
SSA does not even come close to qualifying under EAS guidelines.

Letter Codes
SL0024

Comment
| (we) oppose the Peotone Airport.

Letter Codes

SL0027 SL0034 SL0045 SL0052 SL0056 SP0008 SP0016 SP0022 SP0029 SP0037 SP0038
SP0044 SP0050 SP0052 SP0055 SP0058 SP0061 SP0063 SP0064 SP0068 SP0102
SP0103 SP0108 SP0115 SP0118 SP0128 SP0133 SP0135 SP0143 SP0146 SP0162
SP0166 SP0169 SP0170 SP0171 SP0172 SP0176 SP0180 SP0182 SP0186

Comment
The people who care about seeing some areas remain with some semblance of
environmental integrity will be hurt by a third airport near Peotone.

Letter Codes
SP0117 SP0127
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

1-28 Comment
| wish to quote Senator Peter Fitzgerald and Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr. If the O'Hare
expansion goes ahead, there is no need for an airport in Peotone.

Letter Codes
SP0126

1-29 Comment
People in the northern suburbs of Chicago should not be allowed to push for SSA as a motive
to stop the expansion of O'Hare.

Letter Codes
SL0034

1-30  Comment
Over the last decade and a half, the lack of air capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan area, and
its negative impact on our nation's air transportation system and environment, has been
recognized and debated at length. As the Member of Congress representing Lake County,
Indiana, the Gary/Chicago International Airport, my constituents and | have played an active
role in that debate.

| am a supporter of increased airport capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan area. Air
congestion is a regional problem, not just a Chicago or an lllinois problem. It demands a
regional answer.

Letter Codes
SF0005

1-31 Comment
Designing beyond a four parallel configured airport is a needless waste of time and effort and
deserves to be justified by the State. Reconsider the full buildout in favor of a more realistic
approach.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036 SP0134 SP0187 SP0189

1-32 Comment
SSA must be designed to be a long-term aviation asset for the region.

Letter Codes
SL0007 SL0039

1-33 Comment
The purpose and need, as well as the scope, for this project should reflect three time periods:
One, in near terms the delivery of the airport by 2008; two, mid term, the ability for the airport
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

to assume a greater percentage of the Chicago region's traffic demand if and when O'Hare
and or Midway reach congestion levels; and three, land-banking for an expanded airport when
the region needs additional runways.

Letter Codes
SL0007 SL0039

1-34 Comment
The Chicago Metro area is facing a severe air traffic capacity shortage. The growing demand
that has been placed on O'Hare and Midway has stretched the resources at those facilities to
their limits. As capacity has become maximized at those facilities, the Gary/Chicago IA,
located only 25 miles from downtown Chicago, in Gary, Indiana, has played an increasingly
valuable role in delivering passenger and cargo service to the region.

Letter Codes
SF0005 SP0171

1-35 Comment
When the need for a new airport is based on a regional capacity demands, the study of the
various regional components cannot be studied separately, but must be studied together in
detail with current data. Since the Tier 1 EIS, expansion at O'Hare is no longer conceptual,
and must be included in the analysis of the South Suburban Airport environmental documents.

The analysis still relies on data from the Chicago Airport Capacity Study from 1986 and the
lllinois-Indiana Regional Airport study. This information was collected in 1991, and is now 2
years older than when we first commented on the outdated qualities of the data. The State of
Indiana continues to object to the use of old data in the Tier 1 EIS and the lack of thorough
investigation of whether existing facilities can meet future capacity requirements. This
thorough assessment of need must now be included in the Tier 2 study.

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189 SS0006

1-36  Comment
Coach USA Airport Express (formerly Tri State Airport Services) has discontinued bus service
from Matteson, lllinois to O'Hare and Midway, due to lack of passengers. Prior to September
11, 2001, they intended to discontinue service for the same reason, but were cajoled by south
suburban business interests into continuing operations, but were eventually forced to stop by
the lack of demand. This information can be verified by calling Coach USA at (312) 374-7200.
Matteson is ten miles NORTH of the proposed airport and there is not sufficient demand to
keep an airport shuttle service in operation. Obviously, there is not the demand that IDOT's
politically influenced and highly questionable consultants report in their studies.

Letter Codes
SP0105
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

1-37 Comment
How will the purpose and need be defined and how will the definition of service area be
arrived at?
Letter Codes
SL0053

1-38 Comment
It is high time that you and your associates realize that new airports are built on the needs of
aviation and NOT politics or jobs.
Letter Codes
SP0161

1-39 Comment
The state would demonstrate a need for the airport even with expansion of O'Hare, full use of
Midway, expansion of Rockford airport and improvement at Gary. When is enough enough?
Letter Codes
SP0163 SP0172 SP0175 SP0178

1-40 Comment
We do not need the airports. We're not going to need them because of changing technology.
Letter Codes
SP0158

1-41  Comment
Whatever this new group of private promoters calls itself, it is certainly not an impartial
government agency with authority to acquire lands foe an airport. What this says to me is that
there is clearly no public convenience, necessity or public use for taking or threatening to take
private lands for an airport in Peotone, and, because this is true, the EIS process should be
terminated and abandoned.
Letter Codes
SP0169

1-42 Comment
An Airport at Peotone will most likely end up a very costly and un-needed, un-wanted White
Elephant such as the one near Mascoutah, IL.
Letter Codes
SP0166 SP0169 SP0179
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

1-43 Comment
The airline industry is also very competitive and difficult to enter, therefore it is unlikely that
any new air carriers will enter the market and set-up as the main tenant for a new south
suburban airport, especially since all the major air carriers, including American and United,
and two of the successful discount carriers, Southwest and ATA, already have such a strong
presence in the region and are financially committed to O'Hare and Midway.

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189

1-44 Comment
The purpose of the Inaugural Airport is clearly to attract air traffic that is currently using the
Gary Airport, or that could be attracted to Gary in the future. The result of the Inaugural
Airport would, therefore, reduce the viability of an existing airport in a minority community that
is working hard to build a job base with their airport as a key component. Most low income or
minority residents in lllinois, and all of the residents of Indiana, would be closer to future jobs
at the Gary Airport then at the Inaugural Airport. The use of federal resources to undermine
the existing Gary Airport in favor of the Inaugural Airport would, therefore, appear to be
another breach of environmental justice law and policy.

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189

1-45 Comment
Their flying needs will be seasonal and sporadic; and when they do fly they will continue to
use full-service airports such as O'Hare and Midway instead of one that offers an "Inaugural”
schedule.

Letter Codes
SP0171

1-46 Comment
Surface travel is easier to secure, can be used in almost all kinds of weather and is more
energy efficient.

Letter Codes
SP0172

1-47 Comment
I, as well as hundreds of other residents, advise that this airport is ill conceived and should be
abandoned immediately in order that fair market value to the real estate can be returned.

Letter Codes
SP0176
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

1-48 Comment
ELPC is concerned that the purpose and need for the proposed action is not well articulated in
the scoping document. We offer substantive suggestions on how an appropriate purpose and
needs statement should be drafted, and we call on the FAA to issue a draft purpose and
needs statement for public review.

Letter Codes
SP0178

1-49 Comment
The FAA's scoping document does not clearly state what purpose and need is being filled by
the proposed action. Because the purpose and needs statement is so critical to the NEPA
review process, we request that the FAA draft its purpose and needs statement and seek
public comments on this statement before proceeding to the analysis.

Letter Codes
SP0178

1-50 Comment
The fundamental question that the FAA should confront in the Tier Il EIS is whether there
actually is demand for additional long-distance travel capacity in the greater Chicago Region
and, if so, what the most environmentally and economically sensible way to satisfy that
demand is. If the FAA demonstrates that there is unmet long-distance travel demand is the
greater Chicago region, the purpose and need statement must be sufficiently broad to allow
for a rigorous and objective exploration of all reasonable alternatives (including a broad range
of management options, transportation modes, and improvements to existing transportation
facilities) to meet this need.

In other words, the purpose and needs statement should read as follows: the purpose of the
proposed action is to provide the travel capacity needed to meet the projected long-distance
travel demand of the greater Chicago region.

Letter Codes
SL0071 SP0178

1-51 Comment
The FAA's scoping document, unfortunately, defines the purpose and need for the project too
narrowly.

Letter Codes
SP0178

1-52 Comment
The scoping document states that "the proposed action is needed to serve supplemental
demand for air carrier, special and general cargo and general and corporate aviation use
within the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region." We see two possible meanings
of this statement, both of which raise problems:
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

a. The purpose and need to could be construed to mean that region-wide demand for air
service should be met only through a facility located in the south suburban area of greater
Chicago. If this interpretation is correct, then the need statement illegally excludes alternative
ways of meeting a region-wide need if such alternatives are not located in the south suburban
area.

b. The need statement could also be construed to mean that there is a local, south suburban
demand for additional air capacity. If this interpretation is correct, then the Tier Il EIS is
proposing to meet a fundamentally different need than that proposed by the Tier | EIS, whose
justification for action was growth of airport demand in the Chicago region. This localized
south suburban need was never discussed in the Tier | purpose and needs statement, and no
quantification of this alleged need was provided in the EIS. The Tier Il EIS must therefore
quantify travel demand and explain why additional capacity (e.g., beyond that provided by
Gary, Midway, and O'Hare) for the south-suburban area is required.

Letter Codes
SP0178

1-53 Comment
The scoping document states that the purpose of the proposed action "is to satisfy the need to
provide supplemental facilities to meet existing and anticipated demands for air carrier(s)...."
This artificially constrains the consideration of alternatives by specifying that the purpose is to
provide "supplemental facilities" - a needless constraint that would appear to eliminate from
consideration the use of existing facilities such as Gary Airport.

Letter Codes
SP0178

1-54 Comment
The FAA has already reduced its estimate of air travel demand in Chicago for the year 2015
by 4.5%. Moreover, these revised Terminal Area Forecasts "do not fully reflect the ongoing
structural changes occurring within the aviation industry or the war in Irag" (FAA web site).
We note that this "structural change" includes the bankruptcy of Chicago's largest carrier,
United Airlines.

Letter Codes
SP0178

1-55 Comment
To argue of delays at O'Hare is ridiculous. Delays are due to weather conditions 90% of the
time. If anyone thinks the weather in Peotone is any better, then they should spend a winter
out here.

Letter Codes
SP0109
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

1-56 Comment
Why do we need another airport if the busiest travel day in over two years occurred without
delays?

Letter Codes
SP0115

1-57 Comment
The State of Indiana has consistently stated that the need for the so-called SSA has not been
adequately established. These comments are centered on the fact that current and planned
development at existing airports in the region (Gary/Chicago, O'Hare, & Midway) have not
been sufficiently studied to determine if changes in these facilities can alone handle the air
travel demands of the region. This has become even more apparent as progress on the
O'Hare Modernization program since the publication of the Tier 1 EIS (FEIS) for the SSA
makes some basic assumptions in the alternatives section of the Tier 1 FEIS obsolete.

However, if this study is continued in light of such discrepancies existing about its purpose
and need, the study must address and eliminate any negative impacts on existing airport
facilities including the Gary/Chicago Airport. Preliminary analysis demonstrates that this
project will directly and negatively impact the airspace for future operation at existing facilities
such as the Gary/Chicago Airport, and this fact must be addressed and remedied before any
approval should be given to a SSA.

Letter Codes
SS0006

1-58 Comment
"Tier 1 EIS Section 3.2.1.4, Pg 3-10" - While the demand for air transportation services in
projected to continue its growth in the greater Chicago region, few plans exist for providing
additional airport capacity. Of the airports in the greater Chicago region, including O'Hare,
Midway, and Gary/Chicago Airport, airfield capacity projects are only being considered at
O'Hare.

This statement is now inaccurate. Expansion projects at Gary/Chicago are currently under
environmental review, with an approved ALP already in place. In addition, a feasibility study
(01-AGL-404-NRA) has been performed for future, substantial capacity enhancements. This
expansion must be addressed in the Tier 2 analysis of the South Suburban Airport project in
order for the purpose and need to be defendable.

As with the improvements being developed for the Gary/Chicago Airport, the TIER 1 EIS for
the South Suburban Airport did not include these developments at O'Hare because they were
at a preliminary stage when the study was completed.

Letter Codes
SS0006

1-59 Comment
The Association [South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association] has long supported the
development of the SSA near University Park as the best way to provide additional air
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

1. Purpose and Need

capacity to serve the rapidly growing and long established communities in the Southland as a
supplemental facility to O'Hare and Midway airports.

We believe that Environmental Studies previously conducted by both the state of lllinois and
the FAA have clearly shown that the SSA can be developed to meet the stated purpose and
need and do so in an environmentally sound manner,

Letter Codes
SL0006

1-60 Comment
The proposed facilities can be developed within the airport footprint outlined by the State of
lllinois and currently under active acquisition by the state using funds appropriated by the
General Assembly over the past 4 years. this can be done in a manner that will minimize and
mitigate any impacts anticipated, while at the same time providing much needed aviation
capacity for the Southland and the entire Chicago metropolitan region.

Letter Codes
SL0006
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2-7

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

2. Alternatives

Comment
Move runways more to the North.

Letter Codes
SL0004 SL0013 SL0035 SL0042 SL0048 SL0054 SP0063

Comment
Maximum of four runways for the airport.

Letter Codes
SL0008 SL0013 SL0035 SL0040 SL0042 SL0048 SL0051 SL0054

Comment
The Will County site is the preferred alternative.

Letter Codes
SS0004

Comment

The size of the airport should be based on demand factors.

Letter Codes

SL0008 SL0051

Comment

| am a firm believer of the Gary/Chicago International Airport (GCA).

Letter Codes

SF0003 SP0034 SP0036 SP0038 SP0051

Comment

If in fact, an additional Chicago airport should become necessary in the future, another

location should be chosen.

Letter Codes

SP0003 SP0129

Comment

Build the total seven runway SSA as a model of a modern secure airport or expand the

Greater Kankakee Airport or do nothing in this area.

Letter Codes

SL0011
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2-11

2-12

2-14

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

2. Alternatives

Comment
If anything Midway should extend runways to handle 767, MD-11s, etc., and that would be
more then enough.

Letter Codes
SP0033

Comment
I am in favor of the Peotone airport and against the O'Hare expansion.

Letter Codes
SP0040 SP0059

Comment

We would like to have the second and third runways built to the north of the first runway and
the fourth runway be built south of the first runway. This phasing pattern reduces flyovers of
existing homes.

Letter Codes
SL0035 SP0136

Comment
Provide detailed information about the process which is proposed to be used in the Tier 2 EIS
scope of work to provide a detailed evaluation of the alternative to use other existing airports.

Letter Codes
SL0019 SP0108 SP0130 SP0131

Comment
Improve the alternative analysis section.

Letter Codes
SL0022

Comment
| would urge your department to check out the progress of the tilt-rotor program.

Letter Codes
SL0028 SP0066 SP0138

Comment
| heavily support and endorse the use of high speed trains, such as the mag-lev concept. This
would help displace a huge percentage of the existing users of the existing air travel facilities.
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

2. Alternatives

Letter Codes
SP0012 SP0104 SP0115 SP0134 SP0144 SP0151 SP0187 SP0189

2-15 Comment
Using technology to reconfigure the airspace above the Chicagoland area will also help to
increase flight capacity in this region.

Letter Codes
SP0115

2-16 Comment
It should be made clear that the EIS process is noted locked into one precise layout
alternative.

Letter Codes
SL0029

2-17 Comment
Passenger demand will be affected by the expansion of O'Hare and new replacement
forecasts will probably verify our assumption that six runways are no longer needed. The
elimination of the south runway in the six runway configuration would also reduce the
detrimental effects of flyovers of our community.

Letter Codes
SL0035

2-18 Comment
The six runway plan in the current configuration is too large.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036 SP0134

2-19 Comment
Using verifiable observed information from existing airports across the country, determine the
maximum number of commercial operations that can be accommodated by a specific runway
configuration within operational constraints. When the number of operations is determined,
project the maximum number of passengers based upon historic load factors. Developing
these numbers can then be loosely tied to the population of the greater metro area to help
determine how much urban growth has to take place before the capacity is in danger of being
exceeded.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

2. Alternatives

2-20 Comment
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) has supported and continues
to support the development and expansion of the Gary/Chicago Regional Airport as the third
major airport in the Chicago Metropolitan Area and has passed resolutions to support its
development as the air carrier airport as recommended in the Chicago Airport Capacity Study.
Letter Codes
SL0025

2-21 Comment
RESERVED
Letter Codes

2-22 Comment
Use shared access gates to better utilize assets, increase margins of operation and cut down
on land requirements.
Letter Codes
SL0017 SLO036

2-23 Comment
Divert a portion of the funds earmarked for the development of Peotone to the study of
connecting the five existing Chicago regional airports with the rail network allowing the
effective and efficient movement of travelers and residents in the region.
Letter Codes
SP0135

2-24 Comment
Move the entire plan north by approximately one-half mile and contain the entire operation
(four runways configuration) within a band two miles wide. The inner runway separation will
be 5,000 feet and the outers will be 2,500 feet beyond the inners.
Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0O036

2-25 Comment
The first runway centerline should be located one-third of a mile north of the centerline of
Eagle Lake Road and extend west from Kedzie Avenue for 10,000 feet. The second runway
should have a centerline 5,000 feet north of the initial runway, thus creating a terminal corridor
between the two. This second runway should extend to the west 10,000 feet from
approximately one-quarter mile west of Western Avenue.
In the east configuration this runway should be used for take-offs and in the west configuration
it will be used for landings. The first runway should be used exactly opposite of the second.
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

2. Alternatives

Runways three, four and possibly five should be located immediately outside and lateral to
runways one and two, separated by 2,500 feet. Both of these runways would then be used
exclusively for landings in either configuration.

This plan keeps traffic away from residential areas better...provides flexibility and capacity
without the need for enormous amounts of land...maintains local road system...reduces
overflights of parts of Beecher and Monee...allows multiple access points...allows opening day
traffic to be spread over a wider area...increase the number of possible operations without
need for additional runways..and better suited for long-term use if the remainder of the airport
in not built for many years.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036 SL0065

2-26 Comment
There are no alternatives listed for economic development.

Letter Codes
SP0136

2-27 Comment
The value of a 13-31 cross wind runway should be evaluated for possible inclusion in the plan.
This multi-use runway could provide needed relief in high-volume times and critical landing
capabilities during extreme northwest wind conditions. This configuration requires no
additional noise contour land on the north and minimal land to the south.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036

2-28 Comment
I'm here to tell you that this airport is going to improve and enhance this community if we build
it as a green airport.

Letter Codes
SP0145

2-29 Comment
We (SSAC) believe that this airport should be built to meet a conservative level of traffic for
the year 2008, for the traffic originating in or destined for the south suburbs. We should not
rely on any forecasts that reduces or "steals" traffic from Midway or O'Hare. We believe that
five gates and one runway will be an adequate initial build, can attract 370,000 enplaned
passengers per year after opening in 2008, and the five "common use" gates will attract
carriers.

Letter Codes
SL0007 SL0039
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

2. Alternatives

2-30 Comment
The Gary/Chicago IA is well positioned to provide immediate relief from many of the
congestion issues facing O'Hare and Midway Airports. The Gary/Chicago IA can already land
any plane Midway is now handling. At 7,000 feet, Gary's runway is already 450 feet longer
than Midway's longest runway, and the airport currently has the ability to triple the number of
flights without additional capital expenditures.

On 11/27/01, the FAA approved the Gary/Chicago IA's 20-year Master Plan. The Master Plan
outlines the airport's existing facilities, ability to handle air traffic, growth and economic
forecasts, and identifies the short and long-term infrastructure needs that will facilitate
continued growth and expansion. Gary/Chicago IA has 8,200 acres of an Airport
Development Zone, offering tax and investment benefits for businesses, and 13 acres
available for developing air cargo operations. Additionally, the airport is designated as a
foreign trade zone. As capacity has become maximized at O'Hare and Midway, Gary has
played and increasingly valuable role in delivering passengers and cargo service to the area.

Over the past 3 fiscal years, Congress has allocated $3.3 million for improvements and
upgrades at the Gary/Chicago IA. These funds have allowed the airport to make significant
enhancements in the services it provides by improving security and expanding the general use
apron.

Letter Codes
SF0005 SP0178

2-31 Comment
If it isn't broke, don't try to fix it. Leave it as itis.

Letter Codes
SL0056

2-32 Comment
The site being touted is a very poor choice. The terrain is rolling incorporating five different
streams which are tributaries to the Kankakee River. There are many residences as well as
farms within the footprint with many more scheduled to be built in the near future.

Letter Codes
SP0161 SP0176

2-33 Comment
This same monorail technology that | suggested earlier for passenger use could also be very
useful for freight use. | mean, what you have in factories and warehouses is something called
material handling system, and most of these are overhead monorails. What | propose is an
external material handling system that can connect factories and warehouses and so on miles
away and, in effect make them one assembly line. [ think this will be far, far more productive
for dealing with this very real problem and getting some real industrial jobs.

Letter Codes
SP0149
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South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

2. Alternatives

2-34 Comment
The Peotone area is not the place for an airport. This land has been owned by someone else
for a very long time. What occurs in this area is not the prerogative of people or politicians
from somewhere else.

Letter Codes
SP0163

2-35 Comment
In light of all these, and many other, potential impacts, establishing the need for this project,
and honestly assessing available alternatives, are essential. Please consider all the available
alternatives to the project, including more efficient use of existing airports, and improvements
in rail travel.

Letter Codes
SP0165 SP0170 SP0172 SP0176 SP0186

2-36 Comment
The Greater Rockford Airport (RFD) already has sufficient infrastructure to provide significant
expansion of service to the Chicagoland area and its long term, growing demand for
passenger, cargo, and other aviation services. The airport is already serving lllinois, Southern
Wisconsin, and Eastern lowa efficiently and will continue to expand in doing so. RFD, also
known as the Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at Rockford, has a state of the art
Category Il landing system, two runways of 10,000' and 8,200' capable of landing any aircraft,
uncongested airspace which is independent of Chicago's, and a modern, expandable terminal
building.

Letter Codes
SP0176 SP0186

2-37 Comment
The area has been designated as a high speed rail corridor, The Chicago Hub, and the
resulting plans, coordinated through Midwest Regional Rail Initiative (MWRRI), are expected
to expand the ridership from 1.5 million to 9.2 millions passengers by 2010 at a cost of $4.5
billion. This federally designated entity's projections and plans should be considered for the
alternatives portion of the EIS. Such a system will free up substantial capacity at the region's
existing airports. These projections may even be conservative, as ridership would be even
higher if rail could capture the majority of short flights, those under 500 miles. As of 2003,
33% of all seats and 45% of all flights, fro Midway, O'Hare, and Milwaukee, were for distances
less the 500 miles away. If more funds were diverted to help establish a quality rail system,
rather than a sixth airport, the number of passenger choosing rail over air for short distance
trips would be higher. Additional funds to the rail program would also help to guarantee, and
possible advance, the pace of development of the proposed rail program.

Letter Codes
SP0178 SP0187 SP0189
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2-39

2-40

2-41

2-42

2-43

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

2. Alternatives

Comment
The taking off and landing of large aircraft make study and concentration and thoughtful
discourse impossible. It is a serious misuse of the land to build a runway next to a University.

Letter Codes
SP0172

Comment
The Wisconsin DOT is working to develop a railroad station at General Mitchell Field, thereby
increasing the attractiveness of this facility to passengers in Chicago's northern suburbs.

Letter Codes
SP0178

Comment
The construction of METRA's "STAR LINE", which will make O'Hare and Midway airports far
more accessible to the South suburbs.

Letter Codes
SP0178

Comment
The use of the Center Terminal Automation System (CTAS) as a viable technology for
increasing capacity at existing airports through more effective air traffic control.

Letter Codes
SP0178

Comment
Expanded use of General Mitchell Field.

Letter Codes
SP0178

Comment

All existing improvements planned for O'Hare and Midway will not adequately address existing
demand. Moreover, other existing airports are too far removed from the area of concentrated
passenger demand (the northwest and western suburbs of Chicagoland), unless linked via
rail. In consideration of the above, it is essential that our region's citizens and leaders pro-
actively and cooperatively proclaim promote and otherwise integrate RFD as supplemental
airport for Chicagoland and the regional air service market area.

Letter Codes
SL0071
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South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

2. Alternatives

2-44 Comment
As you are aware, the footprint of the SSA lies wholly within Will County and my 11th
Congressional District. | fully support and endorse the efforts of Will County to take the
leadership role in building the airport.

Letter Codes
SF0002

2-45 Comment
I wholly support the building of the SSA. | firmly believe County Executive Joe Mikan and the
Will County Board are vitally important to the process since the Airport will most affect those
surrounding it. Will County has requested to partner with the State to build this airport. |
strongly urge you to consider and grant their request.

Letter Codes
SF0002
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3-2

3-3

3-4

3-6

3-7

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

3. Noise

Comment
Will there be any control over hours of operation or rate of climb in order to reduce noise
pollution?

Letter Codes
SL0026 SP0010

Comment
Will there be any programs to retrofit existing buildings with soundproofing in those areas most
affected by the fly-overs?

Letter Codes
SL0026 SP0010

Comment
RESERVED

Letter Codes

Comment
Make sure there is a buffer zone to keep the most offensive noise within the confines of airport
property.

Letter Codes
SP0007 SP0025 SP0121

Comment
We are concerned about noise generated at SSA.

Letter Codes
SL0016 SL0025 SL0029 SP0113

Comment
Operating conditions of the airport should limit flyovers of existing residences. Nighttime
operations should also be sensitive to existing residential communities.

Letter Codes
SL0035

Comment

The District remains opposed to the use of our Monee Reservoir, Raccoon Grove Nature
Preserve, and Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve as sound barriers without just
compensation. Need for a detailed analysis of noise pollution impacts on wildlife and on
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3-13

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

3. Noise

recreational use and enjoyment at these three preserves, including baseline studies an
ongoing monitoring of noise levels use patterns, wildlife behavior, etc.

Letter Codes
SL0022 SL0023

Comment
Are all of the children be given earplugs or earmuffs to protect their hearing? How will all of
the schools, churches, and homes be protected from the noise?

Letter Codes
SP0168

Comment
Will our children need to wear respirators in order to play outdoors, go to school, and protect
their health?

Letter Codes
SP0168

Comment
Noise impacts on the surrounding communities have never been adequately estimated.

Letter Codes
SP0172 SP0180

Comment

Only negative noise impacts will result for residents of Cook, Will, and Kankakee counties, not
only due to construction and jets, but also due to the resultant increase in track and auto
traffic, and the residual effects of cumulative development related to the airport.

Letter Codes
SP0173

Comment

What effect will the noise from approaching and departing airplanes have on Midewin and its
visitors? It is intended that Midewin serve as an extended noise buffer area for the proposed
airport?

Letter Codes
SP0177

Comment
Please conduct EIS, including noise modeling studies, as necessary to ensure that Midewin
National Tallgrass Prairie is not adversely impacted by the proposed South Suburban Airport.
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South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

3. Noise

Letter Codes
SP0177

3-14 Comment
Will the noise from approaching and departing airplanes from the proposed airport affect the
desired tranquility at Midewin? How much noise will be contributed by airplanes? What will
the maximum instantaneous, maximum short term, and average long-term noise level be (due
to air traffic) at the east boundary of Midewin? Noise levels even as low as 40 dB can affect
prairie ecology, wildlife, and visitors at Midewin.

Letter Codes
SP0177

3-15 Comment
We [IEPA] request that the Draft EIS include detailed information on the anticipated number of
flights, the type of aircraft operating at the airport, and the projected impact on noise levels in
the affected areas.

Letter Codes
SS0007

3-16 Comment
Livestock and humans psychologically are affected by aircraft noise.

Letter Codes
SP0063
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

4. Land Use

Comment
We would like the FAA and IDOT to provide information on how to effectively plan land uses
on property that may be needed for future airport expansion?

Letter Codes
SL0001 SL0035 SL0050 SL0051

Comment
As the airport design and EIS process proceeds, land use plans and zoning ordinances of
local government should be incorporated into the airport design and the EIS.

Letter Codes
SL0O008 SL0009 SL0014 SL0017 SL0029 SL0036 SL0038 SL0051 SL0059

Comment

We request information from the FAA and IDOT on the proposed airport design at the earliest
possible moment so that they can complete their regional land use and development plan for
the build airport scenario.

Letter Codes
SL0008 SL0014 SL0038 SL0051

Comment

All members of the EWCCM agree that they would like any information that the FAA and/or
IDOT can provide on how to effectively plan for land use beyond the inaugural airport facility in
the case that there is a need for airport expansion.

Letter Codes
SL0008

Comment
How will control of building and land use in the area beyond the footprint be handled, and what
role will the existing plans have?

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0026 SL0036 SP0010

Comment

The District also has concerns for Goodenow Nature Preserve and a need for a buffer around
that site. The increased population as a result of the airport facility would likely create
environmental impacts and open space needs that should be planned for and addressed prior
to the adoption and implementation of any plans.

Letter Codes

SL0023
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South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

4. Land Use

4-7 Comment
We [EPA] believe that the inaugural airport facilities proposed for SSA will influence land use
patterns in the area. These possible consequences need to be evaluated as fully as possible
in the forthcoming EIS. We would like to discuss this issue further with FAA.

Letter Codes
SF0008

4-8 Comment
The concerns of the Will County Land Use Department's Planning Division regarding the
development of the Tier 2 EIS will be largely related to the externalities of the airport on
surrounding land uses and environmental considerations related to water use and aquifer
recharge.

Letter Codes
SL0069

4-9 Comment
On-airport layout and planning should be carefully coordinated with off-airport land use
planning and development to take full economic advantage of the airport, ensure efficient
traffic flow, and to reduce potential adverse environmental and other impacts. The two do not
and cannot exist independently- the quality of planning around the airport will contribute to the
success of the airport itself, just as the careful planning of the airport affects the development
possible around it.

Letter Codes
SL0069

4-10 Comment
Land use and transportation planning done as part of the Airport Master Plan (AMP) & Airport
Layout Plan (ALP) should be done in conjunction with the Focus Groups identified by the Will
County Airport Coalition. IDOT has identified Will County Airport Coalition as the Local
Advisory Group to the AMP process, yet only minor coordination and information sharing
appears to have occurred up to this point. It is critical to the validity of the effective planning
that IDOT regularly utilize, share information with, and seek input from the Focus Groups that
are part of the Will County Airport Coalition -AMP Local Advisory Group.

Letter Codes
SL0069

4-11  Comment
The needless construction of a fourth airport in the Chicago Metropolitan area would carry with
it many environmental problems. The proposed Peotone airport project would land grab up to
30,000 acres of the world's most productive farmland and convert it to a massive, noisy urban
sprawl.
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4. Land Use

Letter Codes
SF0005

4-12 Comment
Concentrate on developing as compact a plan as possible that makes the best use of all land
involved, particularly if federal dollars are to be used.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

5. Social Impacts

Comment
EIS needs to address estimated jobs created on-site and off-site and the fiscal impacts from
these jobs.

Letter Codes
SL0001 SL0050

Comment
SSA will destroy thousands of single-family homes.

Letter Codes
SL0003 SL0016 SP0063 SP0166

Comment
Preserve the property rights of the people in the area surrounding the airport.

Letter Codes
SL0059 SP0163

Comment

What will happen to the farmers and their families that have their farm acreage consumed by
this airport? Will they be relocated to a different area or will they just be left to fetch for
themselves?

Letter Codes
SL0064

Comment
How could anyone bear to know of anyone being routed from their own property without going
to their aid? Where do those people ever again feel secure?

Letter Codes
SP0163

Comment
How will similar changes in the real estate market affect other conservation land acquisition
efforts by federal, state, and local agencies?

Letter Codes

SP0165

Comment

The number of residents that will lose their homes both for the Inaugural Airport and the
Ultimate Airport must be identified. In addition, the number of businesses lost that are
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5. Social Impacts

represented by the working farms, their suppliers and their marketers must be identified.
Additional farm families and farm businesses lost due to the projected population gains
claimed for the Ultimate Airport must also be accounted for.

Letter Codes
SP0173 SP0187 SP0189

5-8 Comment
The impact it would have on our environment and wildlife could never be replaced.

Letter Codes
SP0170

5-9 Comment
This airport cannot be considered in a vacuum. The cumulative impact will include miles and
miles of shopping malls, parking lots, roadways, and subdivisions. IDOT itself estimates the
airport would result in an additional 400,000 residents in the surrounding area. Consider the
cumulative impact all of this development and all of these people would have on the entire
region.

Letter Codes
SP0173

5-10 Comment
| especially do not want airplanes constantly flying over my house and | don't want this lovely
area | live in built up with unsightly commercial sprawl and everything that goes along with this
kind of development. In my opinion, it will be a huge waste.

Letter Codes
SP0181

5-11 Comment
What will happen to the farmers and their families that have their farm acreage consumed by
this airport? Will they be relocated to a different area or will they just be left to "fetch" for
themselves?

Letter Codes
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6. Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

6-1 Comment
EIS needs to address information on any economic development planned on-site airport and
within the areas which already have roads and water and sewer lines and utilities so that we
do not waste our limited resources and economic support.

Letter Codes
SL0001 SL0026 SL0O050 SP0172

6-2 Comment
Where are the millions coming from? You guessed it! The taxpayers, you and me.

Letter Codes
SL0003 SL0046

6-3 Comment
How do these negotiations (Land acquisition) affect our tax revenues?

Letter Codes
SL0046 SP0063

6-4 Comment
The School District, the County, the Townships, the Fire District, the Library, the Forest
Preserve, and College District all put in their levies and with the loss of assessments, since
the State is tax exempt, the shortfall will have to be made up by, you guessed it, you and me.

Letter Codes
SL0046

6-5 Comment
Replacement for lost property tax from land the state has purchased.

Letter Codes
SL0004 SL0028 SL0042 SL0054 SL0060

6-6 Comment
We desire to know the impacts of the proposed airport on their communities as early as
possible. Impact information sought includes economic development (estimates of jobs
created and how local residents can obtain these jobs; any economic development plans
associated with the airport) and fiscal impacts on local governments (impacts on all taxing
authorities and especially impacts on municipal, county and township revenues)..

Letter Codes
SL0008 SL0051
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6. Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

6-7 Comment
Land acquisition not only affects those displace but it also impacts negatively the farmer that
leases land. There is a need to study not only the people impacted by the airport footprint, but
also those for several miles around it, especially the farmers that lease land to make a living.

Letter Codes
SL0011

6-8 Comment
The loss of farmland will create the loss of businesses that cater to the agricultural community.

Letter Codes
SL0012

6-9 Comment
Who is expected to provide fire, EMS, hazmat, and specialized rescue services to the state
owned airport property before and after it begins? |s the state or Will County going to pay for
them? Will this be done on a contractual basis or some other way?

Letter Codes
SL0015

6-10 Comment
If the proposed SSA provides its own fire, EMS, hazmat, and other specialized rescue
services, will the airport Fire Department expect mutual aid from the surrounding
departments? What provisions will be made for the airport Fire Departments to give mutual
aid to the local fire districts that surround the airport?

Letter Codes
SL0015

6-11 Comment
What funding provisions for manpower, equipment, and new stations are being made for the
local fire departments that will face an increased number of calls related to the construction
and operation of the airport?

Letter Codes
SL0015

6-12 Comment
If the airport is built, who will fund the additional training necessary for local fire departments to
handle airport related emergencies that occur outside of the airport boundaries?

Letter Codes
SL0015
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6. Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

6-13 Comment
Who will provide funds to fight the impacts of environmental problems, support for justice, law
enforcement, and decreased energy supplies?

Letter Codes
SP0047

6-14 Comment
Why should the current rural economy be sacrificed for the possibility of jobs for those who
can't find jobs?

Letter Codes
SP0062

6-15 Comment
Increased analysis of indirect impacts to District holdings, recreation and our Acquisition Plans
caused by Airport driven development in the area, including physical impacts, increased
acquisition and maintenance costs to the District, transportation related takings of District
holdings, etc.

Letter Codes
SL0022

6-16 Comment
How would NW Indiana be affected by urban sprawl? How would the plans for economic
development and revitalization for the City of Gary and surrounding communities be affected?

Letter Codes
SL0025

6-17 Comment
It is important not to overload existing streets and municipalities with construction traffic that
can cause economic hardship and environmental damage in the region.

Letter Codes
SL0026

6-18 Comment
Unemployment rate in our region is extremely low, therefore, supporting the jobs and
employment opportunities issue does not constitute the destruction of 23,000 acres for an
airport.

Letter Codes
SL0027
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6. Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

6-19 Comment
If the Peotone Airport is built, Will Co. taxpayers are burdened with the cost of roads, bridges,
sewers, sanitation, police, fire departments plus ongoing tax increases.

Letter Codes
SL0028 SL0059

6-20 Comment
Planning for the proposed project should identify methods for directing a significant share of
airport generated economic benefits toward existing, mature and distressed communities, both
in Chicago and suburban areas of Cook and Will Counties.

Letter Codes
SL0029

6-21 Comment
Gov. Blagojovich has developed the Opportunity returns program, which is focused on
developing projects and programs which will bring jobs and economic growth to regions
throughout the state of lllinois. While this project may not have an immediate impact on the
economy in this area, it will have long-term benefits to the entire South Suburban area.

Letter Codes
SS0005

6-22 Comment
The proposed Will County regional south suburban airport will create approximately 500,000
jobs in the region, 55,000 of which will be direct employment by the airport. These jobs will
generate approximately $9 billion in new wages and an estimated $4 billion will be spent by
visitors. The total cost of the inaugural airport is estimated from between $400 and $520
million, including land acquisition.

Letter Codes
SF0001 SF0007

6-23 Comment
| can't sell my home because of the Peotone Airport. This has been going on since 1968. I'm
in the second phase of this project; so when | called and registered a hardship case, I'm told
no, they're only buying homes in the first phase.

Letter Codes
SP0143

6-24 Comment
The people who are not directly affected and do not live nearby may THINK they will get a

Scoping Document 34 January 2004
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport



6-25

6-26

6-27

6-28

6-29

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

6. Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

good job there. Jobs are not needed in this area. We hire part time help on our sons farm -
try to find people to work good jobs with good pay. They rather collect welfare.

Letter Codes
SP0160

Comment
What financial burden will this have on our district? Will the FAA pay the court ordered
assessments?

Letter Codes
SL0064

Comment

Who has the money to build another Mascoutah?? Not the airlines, not the Fed Govt., not the
State, not the county, not the township. Hopefully, you have cash on hand in your own
pockets. The taxpayers have had it.

Letter Codes
SP0160 SP0175

Comment
Monee, Beecher, Peotone, and Will Townships will lose much of their revenue which with the
multi-billion dollar deficit can only worsen an already terrible economic condition.

Letter Codes
SP0162

Comment

You are probably going to counter that the economy will be improved by the creation of jobs
which would result if the airport were to be constructed; however, consider how many of the
existing agriculture and related jobs will be lost.

Letter Codes
SP0162 SP0169

Comment

Since no airlines have committed to use the Peotone airport, the State is gambling with tax
money that the airline industry will be needing an airport, but just look at many of the airlines
which are in financial trouble just like the State.

Letter Codes
SP0162
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6. Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

6-30 Comment
The negative impacts on the business schools and our police and fire protection district.

Letter Codes
SP0166

6-31 Comment
Promoters of the Peotone Airport were motivated by purely economic motives rather than a
sincere desire to solve transportation problems. What a pity we have to consider displacing
persons from their homes and the land on which they earn their livelihood, at a staggering
financial outlay, in hopes of providing jobs for some others.

Letter Codes
SP0171

6-32 Comment
Recently the Governor closed various state facilities, and thereby cut many jobs, in order to
balance the deficient lllinois budget. Yet somehow we can always consider huge new building
projects that would pave over more and more of our greenspaces at least a portion of which
will become the burden of the average taxpayer. Isn't this sprawl at its worst?

Letter Codes
SP0171

6-33 Comment
Nearly 3 million dollars in local revenue has already been lost due to the State's land banking
for this airport. Existing local businesses that will not be physically lost to the construction of
the airport will be forced to close due to a lost customer base, including grain elevators, farm
implement dealers, and feed stores.

Letter Codes
SP0173

6-34 Comment
There is no need for an "economic engine" as the economy is flourishing; witness the
development in the town of Monee which would be the entrance to the SSA.

Letter Codes
SP0176

6-35 Comment
The wasted tax dollars if this project fails, when there are so many other areas where our
money could be better spent, especially since this airport might not even be used once it is
built. It will be a gamble from everything | have heard and understand.
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6. Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

Letter Codes
SP0181

Comment

The proponents of this airport stake as their main reason jobs and the economy, first for the
South Suburbs, then for Will County, and now for the region. Why not the state and the nation
and the world while they're at it? They project 500,000 jobs, 9 billion dollars in wages and 4
billion dollars in recreation/visitor spending. This is not realistic. It staggers the imagination,
especially if this is to be generated just from a starter airport!! What they do not measure is
that loss to the region if the airport is never used.

Letter Codes
SP0169

Comment

Allow the true economy of Eastern Will County to be revived. Not to do so is to effectively
preserve a status quo that is harmful to the economic rights and interests of all landowners in
the vicinity of the "footprint."

Letter Codes
SP0169

Comment

A third airport will help reduce property taxes for homeowners in the surrounding area of the
airport as we have seen near O'Hare as more commercial and industrial businesses are
attracted which will make it more beneficial for individuals to purchase homes.

Letter Codes
SP0001

Comment
The South/Southwest region of lllinois will benefit with a 3rd airport, which will over time
directly impact the State and National Economy.

Letter Codes
SP0001

Comment
The development of the SSA would have significant impacts on the further development of the
Gary/Chicago Regional Airport and on urban and rural communities in northwest Indiana.

Letter Codes
SL0025
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7. Air Quality

Comment

We seek guarantees that farms in the surrounding area will be protected from air-borne
contamination of their crops and crop seeds from Genetically Modified plants and assurance
that farmers will suffer no legal liabilities should such contamination occur.

Letter Codes
SP0010

Comment

Air quality on the south side of Chicago and Northwest Indiana, already extremely poor, will be
harmed even further by the removal of trees and the forced shifting of yet another area from
agricultural to heavy-industrial.

Letter Codes
SP0017 SP0108 SP0113

Comment
| would like to see reliable information as to the number of tons of air pollutants expected from
a fully functioning airport and the composition of this mix.

Letter Codes
SP0056 SP0125 SP0165

Comment
This effect of massive air pollution, caused by the aircraft and the additional traffic, should be
carefully assessed in any consideration of the Peotone Airport.

Letter Codes
SP0056 SP0109 SP0174 SP0180

Comment

How would NW Indiana be affected by air pollution due to future airplane and surface traffic?
How would the increased traffic affect our air quality non-attainment status? What would be
the consequences to NW Indiana if federal air quality standards can't be meet due to the
development of SSA?

Letter Codes
SL0025 SP0184 SP0191

Comment
The dumping of fuel will permeate the air and pollute the surrounding area.

Letter Codes
SL0034 SP0174
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7. Air Quality

7-7 Comment
General and transportation conformity would likely apply. the Chicago area is "nonattainment”
for the one-hour ozone standard and other criteria pollutants should be evaluated including
particulate matter, carbon monoxide and oxides of nitrogen. New standards for particulate
matter (PM2.5) and ozone (eight hour standard) also should be considered. Other non-criteria
pollutants should also be considered in the analysis, such as air toxins. These analyses
should be conducted for each year and include both summer weekday and annual emissions
estimates for volatile organic compounds (VOC), oxides of nitrogen (NOx), carbon monoxide
(CO), sulfur dioxide (SO2), and both PM10 and PM2.5.

Letter Codes
SF0008

7-8  Comment
A project of this size and complexity presents an extraordinary opportunity to think creatively
and look for innovation in designs that have long-standing air quality benefits. We support the
energy efficient designs that are being proposed for many airports (e.g. electrified gates,
green building designs) and look for similar approaches to be used in this project.

Letter Codes
SF0008

7-9 Comment
Those folks such as myself who would be downwind from this facility who already live with a
heavy toxic chemical load, this would be added to. | want the project proposers to come to
our communities and talk to us about how we are going to measure the amount of toxic
chemical loading resulting from operations of this proposed facility.

Letter Codes
SP0151

7-10 Comment
| don't think there's any evidence that the corn is going to be damaged by these planes and
the pollution.... Corn does provide a good buffer for noise. If there is something that comes
out of airplane fuel that's different than comes out a diesel truck, | think we all need to study
that issue a little more carefully.

Letter Codes
SP0154

7-11 Comment
Please specify how the increase in vehicle traffic and emissions from the development
encouraged or accelerated by the project will need to be reflected in the State Implementation
Plan for attaining ozone standard for the Chicago region.
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7. Air Quality

Letter Codes
SP0165

Comment
Please also estimate the impact of these new emissions on the state's ability to attain the new,
more protective standards for ozone and fine particulate matter.

Letter Codes
SP0165

Comment

Please estimate the localized increased cancer risk from new diesel and other emissions
along arterial routes in these counties, in light of recent studies regarding the health impacts of
busy arterials on nearby communities.

Letter Codes
SP0165

Comment

Are all of the children be given ear plugs or ear muffs to protect their hearing? How will all of
the schools, churches, and homes be protected from the air pollution and occasional dumping
of fuel?

Letter Codes
SP0168

Comment

Energy use is also directly related to carbon emissions. The more energy used, the greater
the emissions. Accommodating increased travel in the region through increased air travel will
add more emission than if more travel were handled by rail. These energy and emission
scenarios should be considered when considering the benefits of alternative modes of travel.

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189

Comment

The air quality in our region has never been adequately tested and reported upon. | suggest
that you begin with local hospital and death statistics from asthma and other lung diseases
over the last twenty years. Any analysis or claims measuring air quality without vastly
expanded monitoring and health statistics is unreliable.

Letter Codes
SP0172
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7. Air Quality

7-17 Comment
We will need cleaner air and nonpolluting economic development to protect our citizens from
an unhealthy environment.

Letter Codes
SP0172

7-18  Comment
It is not hard to tell the effects of an airport. On a warm day, | see the brown haze over the
city on my way to work. That is why me and my family live out here in the country.

Letter Codes
SP0175

7-19 Comment
The SSA is located in a region that is classified as nonattainment for the 1-hour ozone
national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS). Air quality monitoring data indicates that the
region is also in violation of the new 8-hour ozone and PM2.5 (particulate matter less than or
equal to 2.5 microns in diameter) standards. Will County will likely be included in the
designated nonattainment boundaries for those pollutants. For these reasons, the DEIS
should contain detailed air pollution emissions estimates reflecting construction, initial
operation and anticipated peak operation of the proposed airport configuration. These
analyses should be conducted for each year and include both summer weekday and annual
emissions estimates for volatile organic compounds ("VOC"), oxides of nitrogen ("NOXx"),
carbon monoxide ("CO"), sulfer dioxide ("S0O2"), and both PM10 and PM2.5. Roadway
intersection analyses for CO should also be performed to assure that anticipated levels of
motor-vehicle traffic do not cause a violation of the one-hour CO standard.

In addition to these pollutants, we recommend that, to the extent possible, the analysis include
projected emissions of both VOC- and PM-related hazardous air pollutants. We understand
that emissions estimation methodologies for these pollutants may not be as well developed as
for the criteria pollutants, but we believe that, due to the potential health impacts resulting from
these emissions, they should be included in your analysis. The lllinois EPA also encourages
you to incorporate the airport design and operation, equipment or procedures intended to
minimize emissions of these harmful emissions.

Letter Codes
SS0007
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8. Hazardous Materials

8-1 Comment
Removal of existing structures and construction of the airport facilities may also result in the
generation of hazardous wastes. We [IEPA] request that the Draft EIS fully discuss the
planned methods for dealing with any such wastes generated or uncovered during the
development and later operation of the airport.

Letter Codes
SS0007
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9. Water Quality

9-1 Comment
EIS needs to address environmental issues such as: groundwater, streams, lakes, drinking
water, stormwater, wastewater, and other impacts on natural resources in the area.

Letter Codes

SF0004 SL0O001 SL0008 SL0012 SL0017 SL0024 SL0025 SL0026 SL0027 SL0029 SL0034
SL0035 SL0036 SL0042 SL0050 SP0010 SP0122 SP0133 SP0157 SP0169 SP0174 SP0180
SP0187 SP0189

9-2 Comment
If a new airport is built in Peotone, the Kankakee Watershed may become vulnerable to urban
development and increased pollution.

Letter Codes
SF0005 SL0013 SL0016 SL0021 SL0025 SL0031 SL0033 SL0037 SL0048 SP0009 SP0017
SP0050 SP0063 SP0064 SP0108 SP0113 SP0123 SP0130

9-3 Comment
How much water will be used per day by the new airport, what will be the source of this water,
and how will it be returned to its source? How will the water be treated for pollutants, will
measures be instituted for storm water run-off, and how will solid waste be handled? What
are the expected water quality impacts on the Kankakee, Mazon, Vermillion, Iroquois, and Des
Plaines River water sheds, including all of their tributaries?

Letter Codes
SL0012 SL0026 SL0031 SL0033 SP0010 SP0068 SP0108 SP0125 SP0133 SP0137 SP0150
SP0162 SP0165 SP0168 SP0187 SP0189

9-4 Comment
We must learn to live within the watershed ecosystems that were created to sustain Life. The
Development of a South Suburban Airport will have devastating effects on the citizens and
businesses of the entire region with regards to WATER SHORTAGES! If an airport is
approved in the Beecher/Peotone area, residents can be expected to pay a considerable
increase in water bills.

Letter Codes
SL0012 SP0013 SP0109 SP0123

9-5 Comment
We are concerned of water runoff from the airport and making sure that contaminants are
removed to minimize impacts.

Letter Codes
SL0012 SL0021 SL0031 SL0033 SL0034 SP0162 SP0184 SP0191
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9. Water Quality

9-6 Comment
Increase impervious surfaces increases the potential for flooding, stream erosion, and
excessive sediment delivery downstream causing impacts to fish spawning and recreational
uses of the streams.

Letter Codes
SL0021 SL0027

9-7 Comment
We strongly recommend that the guarantees of water quality (e.g., source, return, treatment to
remove pollutants, aquifer recharge) be in place and legally binding prior to the start of
construction of the first phase of the airport.

Letter Codes
SL0026 SP0010 SP0122 SP0137 SP0150

9-8 Comment
A watershed-based protection program should be identified, emphasizing avoidance,
minimization of alternation and mitigation. Mitigation in advance of construction activities
should be emphasized and should focus on restoration of beneficial function, including habitat,
water quality, recreation, and aesthetics.

Letter Codes
SL0029

9-9 Comment
Need to address filling, excavation, relocation, and discharge of polluted runoff.

Letter Codes
SL0029

9-10 Comment
Need to control increased runoff volumes and rates for the full range of runoff events to
prevent increased flooding and downstream channel erosion.

Letter Codes
SL0029

9-11 Comment
Need to mitigate adverse stormwater quality effects using appropriate best management
practices. The EIS needs to address special mitigation and treatment needs associated with
runway deicing agents and storage of fuel and other chemicals. The requirements of
stormwater permits including SPPP, also should be addressed. This should be thoroughly
discussed for both construction activites and subsequent operation of the airport.
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9. Water Quality

Letter Codes
SL0029 SP0150 SS0007

Comment

New and/or expanded facilities will be needed to treat the wastewater generated by SSA and
spin off development. The EIS should address the estimated volume and characteristics of
the discharges, the alternative location of discharges and their effects on receiving stream
quality. Innovations and reliable treatment alternatives (land treatment) and anti-degredation
analysis should be evaluated.

Letter Codes
SL0029 SL0034

Comment

The airport design standards should be consistent with NIPC standards for stormwater
management, soil erosion and sediment control, stream and wetland protection and floodplain
management.

Letter Codes
SL0029

Comment
When the airport is in operation, will current drainage patterns be maintained and will the
drainage districts have access to SSA property to ensure proper drainage?

Letter Codes
SL0031 SL0033

Comment

Will the EIS include impact of more frequent peak flows through downstream and offsite outlet
channels, specifically stream bank erosion channel stability, and effects upon riparian biota
and fauna?

Letter Codes
SL0031 SL0033

Comment

Who will be responsible for damage from any contaminates such as aviation fuel and deicing
chemicals leaving the airport site and what process will there be to restore any affected
natural resources (i.e. farmlands)?

Letter Codes
SL0031 SL0033
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9. Water Quality

9-17 Comment
Will the integrity of the channels and outlets be maintained to the Kankakee River?

Letter Codes
SL0031 SL0033

9-18 Comment
How will the aquifer be protected from over depletion?

Letter Codes
SL0031 SL0033 SL0035

9-19 Comment
If the water is withdrawn from the Kankakee River, what if any impact on the minimum flows
will be addressed, is there a plan to return Kankakee River water to the river to ensure
minimum flows are ensured, will the withdrawal affect minimum flows in small tributaries?

Letter Codes
SL0031 SL0033 SL0034

9-20 Comment
Stormwater will drain into the south branch of Rock Creek which overflows during a heavy
rainfall. What will be done to not further impact the creek?

Letter Codes
SL0032

9-21 Comment
Union Drainage District Number 1 Monee and Will Counties will experience the most impact, if
in fact all land proposed to be included in the plan will take in about 90 percent of the district.

Letter Codes
SL0043

9-22 Comment
Black Walnut Creek crosses right through the middle of the proposed area, and from that
standpoint a destruction of that creek to deter water to another area or some other prospect
such as rerouting will have to take place. It has been suggested that Black Walnut Creek will
be re-routed. Now this can also cause not only problems for Black Walnut Creek but
wherever they remove the water which could be Rock Creek to the west.

Letter Codes
SL0043
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9. Water Quality

9-23 Comment
Rock Creek Drainage District will be affected mostly by the access proposed from I-57.
Significant problems will be created by the extensive impervious surfaces of runways and
parking areas. Surface water will increase dramatically. Drainage districts are charged with
the responsibility of movement of runoff in an orderly manner.

Letter Codes
SL0043

9-24 Comment
All drainage districts need to be included in the planning process at an early stage so that they
can be in a position to respond to the increased water flow.

Letter Codes
SL0043

9-25 Comment
Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District is proposing that wastewater treatment for the regional
airport be included in its evaluation of regionalizing the wastewater treatment in Eastern Will
County. The District requests that the master plan and environmental assessment include an
option for wastewater services provided by Thorn Creek.

Letter Codes
SL0044 SL0061

9-26 Comment
Water an airport will need a huge supply and produce a huge amount of sewage. What could
handle all this?? | have heard talk of some being diverted to Exline Creek and south to the
Kankakee River. Exline floods now. About 80% of the site drains south to the K3 River. A 3
to 4 inch rain now will over flow from the creeks at Manteno. What would happen with run-off
from another 19,000 acres?? | can assure you that your retention areas would simply not be
able to handle or retain the billions of gallons of excess water and no doubt much of it would
be polluted and hence cause pollution here in K3 County.

Letter Codes
SP0160

9-27 Comment
What effect will this project have on Upper Blackwalnut Creek? Will it have to be moved or re-
routed? Will it be enclosed in a culvert to accommodate runways? What agency will oversee
permits, environmental affects, engineering, water flow, etc. Will Union Drainage District #1
engineers be consulted? Who will pay the bill: IDOT or FAA?

Letter Codes
SL0064
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9. Water Quality

9-28 Comment
What effects will this project have on land to the north of the inaugural site? Will they receive
the same drainage? Will there be local drainage commissioners?

Letter Codes
SL0064

9-29 Comment
We have an average of 33 inches of rain that falls on this area on an average every year.
Where does the rain go? It's not being conserved here now, but if we build this green airport,
we're going to have a series of lakes and recreational activities here that you wouldn't believe.

Letter Codes
SP0148

9-30 Comment
Deicing and snow removal practices have the potential to cause significant impacts to
receiving water bodies. The EIS should describe what practices are being proposed to
minimize these impacts from deicing and snow removal operations.

Letter Codes
SF0008

9-31 Comment
Your analysis should reflect the fact that lllinois does not regulate nutrient discharges, so there
are no protections in place for these waters from increased loading of phosphorus and other
nutrients.

Letter Codes
SP0165

9-32 Comment
Your analysis should also be informed by the fact that the great majority of streams in already
urbanized areas of the Chicago region are now listed under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water
Act as failing to comply with state water quality standards.

Letter Codes
SP0165

9-33 Comment
You should assume that, given historic patterns of development and wastewater treatment
practices, that a similar fate awaits the prairie rivers and streams of these counties.

Letter Codes
SP0165
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9. Water Quality

9-34 Comment
You should also project the impact of substantial new wastewater discharges on aquatic life in
these watersheds, particularly from endocrine-disrupting chemicals now known to be common
in municipal effluents.

Letter Codes
SP0165

9-35 Comment
The Tier 2 EIS must also examine the certain fundamental changes to the flow regimes of the
rivers and streams in these watersheds, both due to increased wastewater discharges but
also due to changes in the nature and volume of runoff due to land use changes in these
counties.

Letter Codes
SP0165 SP0168

9-36 Comment
An attempt must also be made to quantify the impacts on water quality and siltation
downstream in the lllinois River from the urbanization of such a substantial piece of its
watershed.

Letter Codes
SP0165 SP0173

9-37 Comment
In general, an attempt must be made to assess the impacts of the project on river and stream
quality, quantity, and habitat that depend on surface waters in the region.

Letter Codes
SP0165

9-38 Comment
The underwater pollution estimates originally projected as favorable are GROSSLY
underestimated. The solvents, accidental spills, and jettison fuel find themselves leaching into
the underground water supplies.

Letter Codes
SP0167

9-39 Comment
ALL the residents of this area (unlike O'Hare Airport vicinity families with Lake Michigan water)
have wells to supply water to our families for drinking, bathing, washing, and maintaining farm
animals. Imagine toxins in our water supply. What Do They Do? Will the Federal, State, or
Local Government supply bottled water to these rural farms and homes as well as the small
towns with wells?
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9. Water Quality

Letter Codes
SP0167

9-40 Comment
Toxins begin to creep into the Kankakee River slowly killing wildlife and fish. Polluting the
river.

Letter Codes
SP0167

9-41 Comment
Extracting such a large quantity of water would assuredly lower the ground water level.
Therefore, everyone extracting water would need to dig deeper wells. This would restrict area
growth because more ground water would be required thus lowering the water table even
further, hence, we have a vicious circle.

Letter Codes
SP0168

9-42 Comment
How will this affect all of the communities downstream of the injection point? We saw how
some of the towns on the Mississippi where affected during rainstorms.

Letter Codes
SP0168

9-43 Comment
During the p date of the Land Resource Management Plan, it became apparent that much
more study needs to be done in the area of future water supply throughout the County. This
concern was reflected in our November 2001 comments to the Tier 1 EIS, as well as our
January 23, 2003 correspondence on the Tier 1 baseline data. We trust that the Tier 2 EIS,
as it addresses operational layout more specifically, will be more comprehensive in identifying
adequate future water sources, as any potential benefit from the airport, economic or
otherwise, will be affected but he availability of such a basic commodity as water.

Letter Codes
SL0069

9-44 Comment
The Tier 2 EIS must also examine the certain fundamental changes to the flow regimes of the
rivers and streams in these watersheds, both due to increased wastewater discharges but
also due to changes in the nature and volume of run-off due to land use changes in these
counties.
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9. Water Quality

An attempt must also be made to quantify the impacts on water quality and siltation

downstream in the lllinois river from the urbanization of such a substantial piece of its
watershed.

In general, an attempt must be made to assess the impacts of the project on river and stream
quality, quantity, habitat and the wildlife biotic communities and endangered species that
depend on surface waters in the region.

Letter Codes
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10. Section 4(f)

10-1  Comment
EIS needs to address impacts on parks, preserves, and conservation areas.

Letter Codes
SL0001 SL0008 SL0050 SP0010

10-2 Comment
How parks and preserves that currently exist on inaugural airport property can be integrated in
to the inaugural design?

Letter Codes
SL0001 SL0050

10-3 Comment
Two Nature preserves dedicated under the [lllinois Natural Areas Preservation] Act may be
negatively impacted by the construction, maintenance, and operation of the proposed South
Suburban Airport. These nature preserves are Raccoon Grove and Goodenow Grove, owned
and managed by the Forest Preserve District of Will County. Potential indirect impacts that
need to be addressed as part of the Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) include: 1)
impacts of bio-geographic isolation of the nature preserves due to conversion of the
surrounding agricultural landscape into a highly urbanized landscape, 2) water quality issues
related to stormwater run-off and chemicals used at airport facilities, 3) air pollution impacts,
and 4) noise pollution effect on wildlife and recreational visitors.

Letter Codes
SP0108 SS0003 SS0004

10-4 Comment
Assessments of potential impacts to the Raccoon Grove Nature Preserves and Goodenow
Grove Nature Preserve should be based on proposed airport's full build-out scenario and
should include cumulative environmental impacts from associated collateral development
around the proposed airport.

Letter Codes
SP0063 SS0003

10-5 Comment
The EIS should include mitigation strategies that will avoid and minimize impacts to Raccoon
Grove and Goodenow Grove nature preserves. Without careful planning and adequate
mitigation, it is unlikely that the proposed airport facility could become operational without
seriously impacting the two aforementioned nature preserves. The INPC is aware of ongoing
discussions between IDOT and the FPDWC intended to mitigate impacts to the dedicated
nature preserves. The INPC encourages these discussions to continue.
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10. Section 4(f)

Letter Codes
SP0063 SS0003

Comment

| ask that you contact the parties involved in this conservation project, [Mary and Anthony
Rudis Farm in Monee during the Will-South Cook Soil & Water Conservation District], to obtain
the full impact on the area that the proposed project would have.

Letter Codes
SP0024 SP0133

Comment
RESERVED

Letter Codes

Comment
The Federal Government has supported conserving farmland, wildlife, and nature preserves
as an appropriate use of this land. Please don't pave over it all.

Letter Codes
SP0141

Comment

What will be the impact on the Grand Kankakee Marsh National Wildlife Refuge project? How
will increased demand and prices for real estate affect the prospect of purchasing and
protecting habitat for this project in light of current and future funding for the Refuge?

Letter Codes
SP0165

Comment
Toxins begin to creep into the Kankakee River slowly killing wildlife and fish. Reducing the
quality of Kankakee State Park.

Letter Codes
SP0167

Comment

The footprint for this airport includes two premier Will County Forest Preserves. Serious
consideration must be given to the tremendous impact this airport and related development
will have on the entire region in terms of air, water, soil, light, and noise pollution not only for
the surrounding area, but for the entire South Cook and Will County region.

Letter Codes
SP0063 SP0173
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11. Historic, Architectural, and Archaeological

11-1  Comment
The environmental cost of the Peotone airport is significant and includes the loss of historic
properties, including many centennial farms, relocation of a Civil War cemetery, the Peotone
Anomaly, an ancient Indian formation in the proposed airport footprint.

Letter Codes
SL0016 SP0108 SP0113

11-2 Comment

Staff is also concerned regarding the potential threat to archeological resources. According to
District staff, supplemental investigations by a competent amateur archeologist has shown the
following:

Large areas containing numerous sites have not been investigated by IDOT staff.

The site density in those area that have been surveyed has been under reported.

The amount of sites containing Paleo-Indian material is unusually high and should be
addressed in the (Tier 1) Final EIS.

A large number of sites are outside the "high probability zone"

There is an unusual earthen formation in section 33, T34N, R13E which should be
investigated further.
Staff feels that sufficient evidence exists to warrant a more extensive Phase | Archeological
Investigation of the survey area prior to completion of the (Tier 1) Final EIS.

Letter Codes
SL0023

11-3 Comment
Destruction of archaeological anomalies and artifacts.

Letter Codes
SP0169
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12. Biotic Communities

12-1 Comment
The loggerhead shrike has no formal federal status at this time.

Letter Codes
SS0004

12-2 Comment
Situations that may attract migratory birds and other wildlife to aircraft activity areas should be
avoided.

Letter Codes
SF0004

12-3 Comment
There are long-range effects devastating to all forms of flora and fauna.

Letter Codes
SL0024 SL0034

12-4 Comment
There is a need to consider effects on existing/nearby open spaces especially regarding their
use and ecosystems. For example, nearby forest preserve areas will be significantly affected
by noise.

Letter Codes
SL0029

12-5 Comment
Is there a plan to mitigate the reforested land within the proposed site that will be destroyed
developing the airport?

Letter Codes
SL0031 SL0033

12-6 Comment
The airport will be in the flight path of the sandhill cranes that migrate directly through the
airport footprint every spring and fall. How will they be prevented from being sucked into the
jet's engine? | hope | see this addressed.

Letter Codes
SP0136
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12. Biotic Communities

12-7 Comment
Wildlife habitat will be only a thing you can relate to your children who will never see it in all its
beauty. Consider that the Monee Reservoir (a 30+ acre lake which is not in the site but which
is surrounded by it,) is home to deer and a large number of Canada geese which if one is
sucked into one of the jet engines can bring down an airplane.

Letter Codes
SP0162

12-8 Comment
In general, an attempt must be made to assess the impacts of the project on biotic
communities that depend on surface waters in the region.

Letter Codes
SP0165

12-9 Comment
What are the natural areas of concern in these counties? What is the projected consumption
of wetlands and riparian habitat, grasslands and prairies, forest and savanna habitat, and
other natural areas in these areas?

Letter Codes
SP0165 SP0174

12-10 Comment
Toxins into the Kankakee River flow into the lllinois River and eventually the Mississippi River.
Killing more fish and wildlife and destroying habitat areas that have purposely been set aside
and protected by the law.

Letter Codes
SP0167
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13. Endangered and Threatened Species

13-1  Comment
It should be noted that the eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus) has been elevated to
candidate status...the Chicago Field Office of the FWS has conducted additional surveys for
this species in Will county and this information should be incorporated into any future
environmental assessments.

Letter Codes
SF0004

13-2 Comment
Historically there were four documented population 'clusters' of massasaugas in the Chicago
region. All four clusters were located near major stream corridors. These include both the
Plum Creek Drainage in extreme eastern Will and southern Cook counties, and the Thorn
Creek Drainage in southern Cook County. We recommend that the project proponent
consider opportunities for expanding and enhancing eastern massasauga habitat as this
South Suburban Airport project progresses.

Letter Codes
SF0004

13-3 Comment
Update the inventory of grassland bird species within and adjacent to the inaugural plan
boundary.

Letter Codes
SL0022

13-4 Comment
The area of the proposed airport is also in the direct path of migrating birds...some of which
are on the endangered list. I'm sure those birds will not change their routs to accommodate
an airport.

Letter Codes
SP0113 SP0169

13-5 Comment
Will County is listed as having over 50 different species of plants and animals that are
endangered or threatened.

Letter Codes
SP0124
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13. Endangered and Threatened Species

13-6 Comment
The Service [FWS] concurs that there are not any occurrences of Federally listed endangered
or threatened species within the Will County site. The previously issued EIS included
adequate discussion of species of concern and state-listed species.

Letter Codes
SF0004

13-7 Comment
In general, an attempt must be made to assess the impacts of the project on endangered
species that depend on surface waters in the region.

Letter Codes
SP0165

13-8 Comment
The IDOT's Phase | Engineering Report says, " A few State endangered or threatened
species are known to exist within the project area, mostly during migration. State endangered
and threatened reptile species are known to exist outside the project boundary in Goodenow
Grove Nature Preserve." (p. 48) The Draft EIS omits mention of state endangered species
that would be affected by the Will County Alternative (3-26) and neglects to mention that the
airport scenario envisions migratory animals being confined to a 200 foot wide perimeter path
(shared with bicyclists and hikers).

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189
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14. Wetlands

14-1  Comment
EIS needs to address environmental issues such as wetlands and wetlands mitigation in the
area.

Letter Codes
SF0004 SL0O001 SL0008 SL0012 SL0031 SL0033 SL0050 SP0174

14-2 Comment
The airport impacts would include over 180 acres of wetlands and 7 miles of streams paved
over.

Letter Codes
SL0016 SL0028 SP0136

14-3 Comment
According to IDOT, the proposed airport will roll over more than 245 acres of wetlands, which
have been home to many regional species. The proposed plan would also alter 1,225 acres
of flood plain, and force the relocation of 13 miles of stream channel, much along the tiny
Rock Creek.

Letter Codes
SF0005 SL0028 SP0136

14-4 Comment
Impacts to wetlands-In order to determine, under section 404 of the Clean Water Act, that the
least damaging practicable alternative is selected for implementation, we will need a clear
description of the amount, type function and quality of wetlands in the area. additionally, we
expect that FAA would document efforts to avoid and minimize wetland losses, and include
conceptual plans for how they plan to mitigate for unavoidable losses to wetland impacts in
the EIS.

Letter Codes
SF0008 SS0007

14-5 Comment
Your analysis should reflect the fact that the jurisdiction of the Army Corps of Engineers has
been substantially curtailed in the protection of "isolated" wetlands, and that no state or local
programs are currently in place to provide protection for these areas.

Letter Codes
SP0165
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15. Farmlands

15-1 Comment
EIS needs to address agricultural and farmland loss and it's fiscal impacts on all taxing bodies.
Letter Codes
SL0001 SLO050 SP0109 SP0111 SP0113 SP0125 SP0141 SP0174

15-2 Comment
Do you think our loyal farmers like the Deutsche's, Rudies' and the Ogalla's are going to sit
there meekly and let the state do as they please? I'm sure they're going to fight and they have
the support of the rest of us "mini-farmers."
Letter Codes
SL0046

15-3 Comment
The high cost in destroying the farmland of this community and nation in exchange for a low
productive resource is not a judicious investment nor does it make for good public policy.
Letter Codes
SF0003 SP0041 SP0044 SP0045 SP0052 SP0109 SP0119 SP0169

15-4 Comment
Please, leave the valuable farmland the way it is, future generations will thank you.
Letter Codes
SP0014 SP0026 SP0033 SP0136 SP0152 SP0169 SP0170

15-5 Comment
The new infrastructure to handle the traffic and new businesses that help service the airport
needs will create a loss of farmland that will forever change the landscape of this rural
community.
Letter Codes
SL0012 SLO016

15-6 Comment
If the airport is not built what happens to the land that is currently purchased? Does it remain
in farmland or does the State or Federal level have authority to build a different project?
Letter Codes
SL0012 SLO015
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15. Farmlands

15-7 Comment
Not all of the land that is the airport project will be developed and this would and should
provide an opportunity to place 5-6,000 acres of this land into agricultural preservation. This
would also provide a buffer zone for noise and provide an opportunity to keep agricultural
production in this area.

Letter Codes
SL0012

15-8 Comment
We are concerned with the loss of farmland. This project threatens farming and rural life.

Letter Codes
SL0003 SL0012 SL0016 SL0021 SL0028 SL0060 SP0107 SP0136 SP0141 SP0180

15-9 Comment
To this region, farming is a billion dollar industry; and in ten years, it could be worth more to
the economy in this area than an airport and its cost to taxpayers.

Letter Codes
SP0116

15-10 Comment
Need to consider an appropriate mix of retained farming activity and restored prairie habitat in
areas not covered with impervious surfaces.

Letter Codes
SL0029 SL0069

15-11 Comment
Agricultural lands identified for protection by the State of lllinois and county governments
should be retained wherever possible. Displaced soils should be considered for use as
mitigation in locations where prairie restoration is underway or where community gardening is
being promoted.

Letter Codes
SL0029

15-12 Comment
As far as paving over some 15,000 acres of our very best farmland, what is that going to do
for global warming?

Letter Codes
SP0131
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15. Farmlands

15-13 Comment
The IDOT in the past has estimated the proposed airport would eliminate about 95 operating
farms, covering 3,818 acres of prime farmland. Altogether, the proposed Peotone airport and
accompanying development (residential and business) is expected to take up to 60,000 acres,
20 percent of Will County's farmland. It also could displace approximately 2,400 residents,
1,010 households, and 19 businesses.

Letter Codes
SF0005 SP0063

15-14 Comment
Agricultural areas do not coexist in any proximity or close proximity to airports.

Letter Codes
SL0060

15-15 Comment
You would ruin thousands of acres of good farm ground - irreplaceable. Remember, you like
to eat and you do not get your good from the grocery stores. It comes from the farms. NO
FARMS-NO FOODS.

Letter Codes
SP0160

15-16 Comment
How will the top rated prime soils, located along Blackwalnut Creek be affected? Will these
prime high producing areas be farmed or will they be converted to stormwater retention,
wetlands, or conservation areas?

Letter Codes
SL0064

15-17 Comment
The area does not need urban sprawl here. Soil has been and should continue to be
conserved.

Letter Codes
SP0161

15-18 Comment
Think about the loss of food crops that will be GONE FOREVER by paving over this
productive proposed airport site; and, as far as | know, there is no master plan for the airport
by the State.
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15. Farmlands

Letter Codes
SP0162

15-19 Comment
The Rudis farm is the fourth largest in the state of lllinois. | really don't understand why they
chose to put the one runway right on that farm. | believe that if they're going to do it, please
conserve the farm. We already expended state and federal monies through USDA for the
project.

Letter Codes
SP0150

15-20 Comment
We will need more farmland and more skilled use of the land to be able to provide better food
without the use of pesticides and herbicides.

Letter Codes
SP0172

15-21 Comment
It will be covering useful farmland and evicting small family farms which are both rapidly
disappearing in this country.

Letter Codes
SP0181
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16. Energy and Natural Resources

16-1 Comment
It is important to know the impacts on our natural resources.

Letter Codes
SL0009

16-2 Comment
Consider meeting electrical demands of the airport through the use of gas turbines supplied by
methane gas extracted from the adjacent closed landfill.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036
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17. Light Emissions

17-1 Comment
Light pollution caused by an airport will be another grave detriment to the quality of life here.

Letter Codes
SP0017
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18. Solid Waste Impacts

Comment
EIS needs to address environmental issues such as waste disposal in the area.

Letter Codes
SL0001 SL0008 SL0050 SP0162 SP0166

Comment
We would like the FAA and IDOT to explore the possibility of a regional sewer service system,
exploring all alternatives for both the airport and the incorporated areas around the airport.

Letter Codes
SL0008 SL0035 SL0051

Comment

Need to address presence of existing and abandoned waste disposal sites. The EIS should
include an audit of disposal sites and identify measures to safely remove contaminants or seal
them onsite.

Letter Codes
SL0029

Comment
The estimated 3.5 million pounds of hazardous and industrial waste to be produced annually
by the airport itself pose a danger to both the environment and potable water supplies.

Letter Codes
SP0173
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
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19. Construction Impacts

Comment

While the DNR has no reservations about the acquisition of land for the project, we remain
concerned about the primary and secondary impacts of the construction and operation of the
supplemental air carrier airport.

Letter Codes
SP0010 SS0004

Comment

The staggering cost of Peotone construction offers a $400 million price tag that rises to a

$4.9 billion with later expansions and will result in a one runway structure not able to serve this
region's aviation needs.

Letter Codes
SF0003

Comment
Construction traffic patterns need to be more detailed.

Letter Codes
SL0026 SL0035

Comment

Need to identify an effective control program for erosion and sediment runoff during
construction. This control must identify maintenance, inspection, and enforcement provisions
which will ensure compliance with the recommended control program in any eventuality and
should identify minimum design and operation standards for soil stabilization and sediment
control techniques.

Letter Codes
SL0029

Comment
During construction, will the integrity of the drainage systems be maintained to the outlets in
the Kankakee River?

Letter Codes
SL0031 SL0033

Comment
The use of rail for construction materials is more feasible alternative or the construction of a
roadway directly off of I-57.

Letter Codes
SL0035
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21. Public Involvement

21-1 Comment
We desire to be involved on the airport design, EIS process, regular presentations, and review
sessions.

Letter Codes
SL0O008 SL0009 SL0014 SL0037 SL0051

21-2 Comment
We need to make sure that the rural community and local government has some protection
and say in this huge decision that will affect and alter the lives of residents forever.

Letter Codes
SL0012 SL0015

21-3 Comment
All communities and taxing bodies impacted by the development of the SSA need to be
continually updated on any studies and/or projections relating to the impacts their
municipalities will incur as a result of the development of an airport. All plans should be
reviewed by all communities impacted by the proposed project prior to being adopted.

Letter Codes
SL0014 SL0029 SL0059

21-4 Comment
The people most affected who live on the site have never had an opportunity to register their
vote as a group - only when lumped together with other voters who are not directly affected
and do not live nearby.

Letter Codes
SP0160

21-5 Comment
Landowners of rural homes and farms were called to one public meeting at which, when
assembled, a local developer entered the meeting gleefully waving a blueprint; this was the
manner in which they were informed of what had been planned for their land which was going
to be taken from them. | have seen this and what it does to very durable people.

Letter Codes
SP0163

21-6  Comment
In a related concern why, in fact, has there never been a public hearing in Peotone itself? |
think the decision to not sponsor a single hearing in Peotone, Beecher or Monee was
unfortunate.
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21. Public Involvement

Letter Codes
SP0169

21-7 Comment
Will County government has established the Will County Airport Coalition to represent the
interests of our townships, communities, business, and other agencies interested in and
affected by the development of the airport.

Letter Codes
SL0067
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22. Cost Considerations

22-1 Comment
RESERVED

Letter Codes

22-2 Comment
Since 9/11, the economy has suffered, O'Hare is estimated to be in billions of dollars, and
local and state governments are struggling with large deficits. Developing another expensive
airport is fiscally irresponsible.

Letter Codes
SL0016

22-3 Comment
Immediately cease further development and spending of the facility at Peotone. Divert the
funds to study connecting the five existing Chicago regional airport with a rail network,
allowing the efficient and effective movement of travelers and residents in the region.

Letter Codes
SL0016

22-4 Comment
Funding for offsite improvements (for example, roads) are necessary for a successful airport.

Letter Codes
SL0035

22-5 Comment
This is a tragic error to build and then have to subsidize this airport.

Letter Codes
SL0024

22-6 Comment
Private companies have come forward and have indicated a desire to build this airport
privately, which means no federal, state, or local money. And | think that somebody willing to
put up $3 to $600 million indicates that there is a need for the airport.

Letter Codes
SP0120
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22. Cost Considerations

22-7 Comment
The state and federal government said they have no money for people like my daughter, Linda
with cerebral palsy and epilepsy, but have money to waste on this stupid airport. Put the
money where it's needed.

Letter Codes
SP0132

22-8 Comment
Chose a development type, private or public, before affixing a plan design. There is no doubt
that where profits flow is a very big issue to all stakeholders.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036

22-9 Comment
Consider long-term leasing of land from present owners as an option to purchasing to reduce
the front-end loading the development costs.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036

22-10 Comment
At $20,000 per acre to the developers, cost of purchasing this land to build the airport would
be cost prohibitive (providing of course that just compensation would be provided during
acquisition by the state of lllinois).

Letter Codes
SP0176

22-11  Comment
Why does the State of lllinois want to spend a lot of money to duplicate what they've got at the
Greater Kankakee Airport?

Letter Codes
SL0003
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23. EIS Process and Scope

23-1 Comment
A subsequent Tier EIS needs to identify how the public will be fairly compensated for the loss
of the natural and outdoor recreation resources, through avoidance, minimization, mitigation,
compensation, protectection and replacement of open space and outdoor recreation lands.

Letter Codes
SP0010 SS0004

23-2 Comment
It is very important for the County to provide significant input to the planning and the
development of the Airport to best represent our citizens.

Also, to be directly linked to the work that FAA and IDOT are performing so that we [the
County] can be part of the decision-making processes and insure that local plans are
coordinated and integrated in to airport plans.

Letter Codes
SF0002 SL0009 SL0015 SL0019

23-3 Comment
It is necessary that the Tier 2 EIS scope of work includes and addresses the environmental
consequences of adversely impacting existing airspace for GCA, Midway, and O' Hare. There
is a strong belief that the airspace required to operate the newly proposed airport conflicts with
the airspace needed for continued operation by existing airports.

This situation represents a threat to our [Gary/Chicago Airport] ability to continue to expand
and to meet the air service needs of the residents. These impacts also place long term
restrictions on the growth and expansion of the Gary/Chicago airport.

We are concerned that an existing/operation airport is being told by the FAA that our
operations will be impacted and restricted by an airport that only exists on paper. These are
actions of environmental and economic injustice and we await you specific mitigation of such.

The FAA states that alternatives must provide safe and efficient airspace operations. Yet
Peotone takes away full use of our existing airspace and threatens our goal of efficiency and
long term sustainability.

This issue requires a comprehensive review and documentation that the proposed airport in
no way adversely impacts or harm existing airports airspace.

We propose the scope identify and address any necessary restructuring to assure the viability
and long term future of Gary/Chicago IA.

Letter Codes
SF0003 SL0053 SP0176 SS0006

23-4 Comment
If this were a legitimate environmental study by the FAA, the EPA would be involved.

Letter Codes
SP0007 SP0121

Scoping Document 72 January 2004
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport



23-5

23-6

23-7
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23. EIS Process and Scope

Comment

Is the final decision whether or not to build the airport in the hands of Washington, Springfield
or both? Is there a timeline for a final decision on the building of an airport in our area?

Letter Codes

SL0015 SP0139

Comment

The Forest Preserve District of Will County requests the issues and elements of Resolution
No. 00-37 and MOU #03-01 be included in the Tier 2 scoping.

Letter Codes

SL0023

Comment

It is important that the Tier 2 EIS avoid the major foundational errors that the Tier 1 EIS made:
adopting an impermissibly narrow statement of purpose and failing to consider a very
reasonable alternative. We urge the FAA to ensure that the Tier 2 EIS avoids these pitfalls.

Letter Codes

SP0108 SP0130

Comment

We urge the Tier 2 EIS to examine carefully the negative environmental effects that the
proposed inaugural airport and its induced growth would cause.

Letter Codes

SL0069 SP0108 SP0130

Comment

The State of lllinois fully supports this process and looks forward to being a key sponsor in the
development of this airport.

Letter Codes

SS0005

Comment

| request that in the environmental impact statement process, you ask for great assistance in
your determination from the US Fish and Wildlife Service and from the lllinois Department of
Natural Resources.

Letter Codes

SP0117
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23. EIS Process and Scope

23-11 Comment
| think the FAA and everybody that's been involved in this is to be commended for the
planning that they've done.

Letter Codes
SP0120 SP0153

23-12 Comment
| would also like to discuss how the State views the SS Airport as it relates to the OMP. The
Governor, the speaker of the House, members of Congress and the lllinois General Assembly
have all stated the success of the State is partially based on the OMP...progress of the
environmental and design studies for the OMP should take precedence in the process. The
State believes these two projects should be kept separate. While we understand that there
may be common elements, these should be coordinated and there should be no combination
of studies. The combination of the studies we believe would most likely delay both projects
with probable negative impacts.

Letter Codes
SS0005

23-13 Comment
We are now in the two-year FAA and IDOT process of developing an Airport Master Plan and
Tier Il EIS. Today's hearing is important, because it shows the commitment of the FAA to
continue progress on this project. | urge swift completion of this phase of planning so that the
locally led effort to build this airport may continue to move forward.

Letter Codes
SF0001 SF0007

23-14 Comment
| would also ask that you pay specific attention to the issues of airspace impact and ground
access.

Letter Codes
SF0003

23-15 Comment
The FAA should require IDOT to rewrite and resubmit the entire environmental assessment
pertaining to a one runway airport they are not requesting to build. The prior environmental
assessment and the FAA's EIS was based on a six runway airport. The resulting impact,
especially concerning economic development, would be very different for a one runway
airport.

Letter Codes
SP0105 SP0136
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23. EIS Process and Scope

23-16 Comment
The analysis still relies on data from the Chicago Airport Capacity Study from 1986 and the
lllinois-Indiana Regional Airport study. This information was collected in 1991, and is now 2
years older than when we first commented on the outdated qualities of the data. The State of
Indiana continues to object to the use of old data in the Tier 1 EIS and the lack of thorough
investigation of whether existing facilities can meet future capacity requirements. This
thorough assessment of need must now be included in the Tier 2 study.

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189

23-17 Comment
RESERVED

Letter Codes

23-18 Comment
It is critical that the TIER 2 EIS assess potential conflicts with existing airport airspace for
Gary/Chicago, O'Hare, and Midway Airports. Preliminary analysis has shown the very real
potential for operations at the new airport to interfere with operations on Runway 2 at
Gary/Chicago. Potential impacts to all approaches to Gary/Chicago must be evaluated in this
phase of the study.

Letter Codes
SS0006

23-19 Comment
The state of Indiana has consistently stated that the need for the so-called SSA has not been
adequately established. Current and planned developments at existing airports in the region
(Gary/Chicago, O'Hare, and Midway) have not been sufficiently studied to determine if
changes in these facilities can alone handle the air travel demands of the region. This has
become even more apparent as progress on the O'Hare Modernization program since the
publication of the Tier 1 EIS (FEIS) for the South Suburban Airport makes some basic
assumptions in the alternative section of the Tier 1 FEIS obsolete.

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189

23-20 Comment
The FAA should question the validity of IDOT's enplanement projections.

Letter Codes
SP0105
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23. EIS Process and Scope

23-21 Comment
The FAA should re-evaluate and dismiss the entire Environmental Assessment submitted by
IDOT. There is strong reason to believe that the previous State of Illinois administration
indulged in manipulation, distortion, and falsehood in promoting the South Suburban Airport
Project.

Letter Codes
SP0105

23-22 Comment
Former Governor George Ryan has been indicted on various corruption charges. He was the
major promoter of the Peotone airport for four years. There is reasonable suspicion that data
given to the FAA to evaluate, as well as the process utilized by the State of lllinois under his
administration is tainted by corruption. Therefore, the work submitted to the FAA during his
administration is of questionable validity, and the FAA should require the current governor to
resubmit the work. It was Governor Ryan who made a mockery of the FAA by ordering the
purchase of land prior to FAA Tier 1 record of decision. This is but one example of the lack of
respect the Governor had for the FAA process.

Letter Codes
SP0105

23-23 Comment
If the FAA suspects any impropriety concerning the promotion of the South Suburban airport,
it is the duty of the FAA to contact U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald, and disclose such
suspicions.

Letter Codes
SP0105

23-24 Comment
As this project progresses and planning becomes more refined and specific, we [US-EPA]
would appreciate the opportunity to work with the FAA on providing additional, more specific
guidance as it relates to this project.

Letter Codes
SF0008

23-25 Comment
Secret meetings plan takings which owners do not know of until it is done. | have seen people
involved in this kind of situation lose their sense of self-reliance and of self-confidence as a
result of their homes and property being removed from their ownership.

Letter Codes
SP0163
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23. EIS Process and Scope

23-26 Comment
As scoping progresses, EPA will look to FAA for clarification in the following areas:
relationship between the OMP to SSA. At the time of scoping of the Tier 1 EIS for SSA, EPA
was under the impression that the Tier 2 EIS would, in part, address the question of how and
where the region's aviation capacity is going to be developed. Given the fact that the OMP is
also progressing at this time, questions remain about whether both proposals (OMP and SSA]
are proceeding to address the same need. EPA has brought this issue up during the O'Hare
scoping process; it is also relevant here in this analysis. We believe that FAA will need to
explain what the relationship between this OMP EIS and the Tier 2 EIS for SSA would be. We
believe FAA should discuss to what extent these airports fulfill the same need. How each
airport would fit into the regional aviation system is an important consideration. A key aspect
of this issue is forecasting future aviation enplanements, especially future commercial aviation
needs. We believe the forthcoming EIS should focus on how the Terminal Area Forecasts
(TAF) are generated for a not-yet-existing airport.

As we have stated during the O'Hare scoping process, we believe it is imperative for the FAA
to use forecasts for SSA that are reasonable and consistent with forecasts that are being used
for the O'Hare EIS. It is important for the FAA to show that both sets of forecasts are
reasonable and justified.

Alternatives: EPA believes that alternatives analysis is critical to the evaluation of social and
environmental impacts. Clearly, environmental and social impacts, including residential and
business relocations, will be quite high from this project. It is very important to conduct a full,
substantive evaluation of project alternatives in order to avoid and/or minimize as many of
these impacts as possible. We anticipate that a large part of this alternatives analysis process
will focus on alternative inaugural airport development options. We would like to see the DEIS
identify the minimal amount of airfield and landside facilities needed to address the purpose
and need for the project.

Letter Codes
SF0008

23-27 Comment
The impacts to land, air, and water resources from turning a largely rural area with valuable
ecological assets into a region dominated by suburban sprawl are massive, irreversible, and
demanding of an honest and thorough assessment.

Letter Codes
SP0165

23-28 Comment
The Tier 2 EIS must encompass a wide enough geographical area and range of issues to
estimate the impacts of converting, over time, virtually all of Will and Kankakee counties, from
largely rural and open landscapes into urban and suburban ones.

Letter Codes
SP0165 SP0184 SP0191
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23. EIS Process and Scope

23-29 Comment
The long-range impacts would likely extend beyond even these borders, encouraging or
accelerating sprawling development in Iroquois, Ford, Livingston, and Grundy counties in
lllinois, and Indiana counties to the east. There will also be impacts on southern Cook County.
Please interpret the project area to include all of these counties.

Letter Codes
SP0165

23-30 Comment
Mr. Rewerts the cost will be enormous if skewed reports are given to the final decision
makers. Please make sure the Environmental Protection Agency gets their due on this issue.
There is no need for biased reports from an engineering concerns that are only looking to
gloss over the fact that this will be an environmental disaster in the years to come.

Letter Codes
SP0167

23-31 Comment
Neither the alternatives nor the environmental costs have been adequately dealt with in any
previous planning conducted by the lllinois Department of Transportation.

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189

23-32 Comment
This airport should be considered the 6th airport in a strongly linked socioeconomic and
geographic area, not a 3rd airport. Considering this existing five airports, versus two airports,
will change the results of your study in many areas.

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189

23-33 Comment
The capacity and on-time improvements resulting from the implementation of new air traffic
control procedures, collaborative decision-making processes, and airspace technology, should
be used to determine the region's updated slight and passenger capacity.

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189

23-34 Comment
Why is this not put before the people for a vote? | would like to know that.
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23. EIS Process and Scope

Letter Codes
SP0170

23-35 Comment
The extra security problems that must be addressed now indicate that mid-sized airports
better serve our air travel needs.
Letter Codes
SP0172

23-36 Comment
Is Midewin included in the Environmental Impact Study area for the proposed airport?
Letter Codes
SP0177

23-37 Comment
The TIER | EIS documented severe impacts from a fully developed airport at Peotone,
additional analysis in the TIER Il EIS is needed.
Letter Codes
SP0178

23-38 Comment
According to the Record of Decision for the Tier | EIS, "determinations have yet to be made on
the extent to which regional aviation capacity needs may be accommodated at a new airport
site" (p. 5). All that has been determined to date is that the site at Peotone is "technically and
environmentally feasible" (p. 5).
Letter Codes
SP0178

23-39 Comment
There is a very real danger, though, that the multi-tiered analysis of Peotone may allow the
fundamental issues - the need for, alternatives to, and environmental impacts of a large airport
in Peotone - to fall between the cracks. The Tier | study came to the mundane conclusion that
if the FAA approved the State of lllinois' plan to purchase land without changing its use then
there would be no significant impact. Once can envision a scenario under which a Tier Il study
concludes that an inaugural airport has little impact, and a Tier Il study concluding that the
only viable alternative for constructing a full-scale airport is at the site where the inaugural
airport was built. In essence, the inaugural airport would be the proverbial "camel's nose
under the tent" for a full-scale airport at Peotone.
Letter Codes
SP0178
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23. EIS Process and Scope

23-40 Comment
We call on the FAA to take into consideration the potential for a proposed full-scale airport at
Peotone during the Tier Il EIS, rather than addressing issues related only to an inaugural
airport.

Letter Codes
SP0178

23-41 Comment
The FAA is preparing a draft environmental impact statement for the modernization of O'Hare
airport to increase its capacity, thus dramatically changing the finding from the Tier | EIS that
this alternative "is not yet ripe for environmental review" (Tier | EIS, page 3-10).

Letter Codes
SP0178

23-42 Comment
We call on FAA to carefully consider the air quality impacts of the full-scale Peotone airport,
and the additional highways outlined above, as part of this Tier Il EIS. Sierra Club v. U.S.
DOT, 962 F.Supp. 1037, 1045 (N.D. Ill. 1997).

Letter Codes
SP0178

23-43 Comment
Before this plan goes any further, everyone should sit down and consider all the problems we
face in transportation and consider all the solutions. Then we should come up with a wise and
long range plan, not some idea dreamed up by politicians and developers to boost our local
economy.

Letter Codes
SP0181

23-44 Comment
The inaugural site and the proposed ultimate site are Will County jurisdiction and it is both our
desire and responsibility to see that the development is done in a manner that meets the
needs of the County and region, and is done in the best interests of our citizens. We desire to
be directly linked to the work the FAA and IDOT are performing so that we can be part of the
decision-making processes and insure that local plans are coordinated and integrated in to
airport plans. We desire to know the impacts on our natural resources, the needs and costs
associated with transportation infrastructure and utilities, the impact on our tax-base, to insure
on-site/off-site land-use compatibility, to be aware of noise impacts and mitigation measures,
to have input in the design and lay-out of the airport facilities, and to know the justifications
behind proposed airport size.
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23. EIS Process and Scope

Letter Codes
SL0066 SL0067 SL0068

23-45 Comment
We [EPA] consider this a very significant project for our region. We are prepared to work with
you as the project progresses to ensure that environmental impacts are fully evaluated and
minimized and that the appropriate alternatives are considered. If FAA envisions a more
specific role for EPA in the development or review of this EIS, please let us know. Because of
the significance of this project, we would appreciate any details that you can share regarding
major project milestones, review time limits, and other expectations that you have of us.

Letter Codes
SF0008

23-46 Comment
The decision has long ago already been made to push ahead with this unwanted, unneeded
airport.

Letter Codes
SP0023

23-47 Comment
There appears to [be] a consensus to build this airport. While there is discussion on how best
to build the airport, it is just that, discussion on how to bring the airport to an opening quickly.
There are however those who would rather leave this area as it is now. The concerns of these
people who are against the airport should not be taken lightly, and we believe that the process
we are embarking on will address the issues fairly and adequately.

Letter Codes
SS0005
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24. Quality of Life

24-1 Comment
What plans have been made to study and address the toxic chemical load and its effects on
health and the surrounding environment?

Letter Codes
SP0006

24-2 Comment
We feel that building an airport in Peotone and the surrounding communities would irreparably
harm the quality of life in this area for generations to come.

Letter Codes
SP0017 SP0046 SP0049 SP0055 SP0057 SP0067 SP0131

24-3 Comment
The (Tier 1) DEIS recognized in the Cumulative Impacts Section that the projected population
increases would likely require expanded recreational facilities and open space. However, no
strategy is provided as to how local and state agencies are to meet this need or through what
means this would be possible. The (Tier 1) DEIS does not address how the public will be
fairly compensated for the loss of natural and recreational resources.

Letter Codes
SL0023

24-4 Comment
Don't spoil our land. No airport.

Letter Codes
SP0118

24-5 Comment
| come before you as a supporter of increasing the aviation capacity of the Chicago region,
both through expansion of Chicago-O'Hare airport and by building the planned Will County
South Suburban Airport. | represent the entire footprint of the proposed airport as a
Representative of the 11th Congressional District.

Our region, and Will County in particular, are experiencing tremendous population growth, In
fact, Will County will become the second most populous county in lllinois by 2025. The
Proposed airport is needed sooner rather than later to accommodate the aviation needs of the
region. The IDOT forecasts by 2010, the regional demand for air travel will increase by 17.8
million passengers. It is appropriate and timely to prepare now and build the inaugural airport
before the surge in demand comes at the end of the decade.

Letter Codes
SP0160
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24. Quality of Life

24-5 Comment
The environment would be impacted tremendously. Compare the area around O'Hare to this
area. Do you want to ruin this area too as has been done there?? We know why Elk Grove
Village and Bensenville are pushing this airport so hard. They have had enough of the bad
effects of O'Hare and want to shove their problems here on us. We do not want it as more
and more NO AIRPORT signs going up in this area point out.
Letter Codes
SP0160

24-6 Comment
| come to you today and say could you please consider the impact that this is having on all of
the families who moved out here who have so much pride in our community.
Letter Codes
SP0146 SP0163

24-6  Comment
We are concerned with a bird's nest being disturbed, a cat caught in a tree or a dog appearing
to be without a home.
Letter Codes
SP0146 SP0163

24-7 Comment
In your meetings no cause is greater than righteousness and justice. What others on your
committee are urging cannot manipulate you from doing what is right. Anything can be
presented as being for the common good; do not overlook the right of the minority view.
Letter Codes
SP0163

24-8§ Comment
We're going to need fresh air and the quality of lives and a cleaner environment, and we need
to preserve it.
Letter Codes
SP0158

24-9 Comment
According to the Chicago Tribune (12/04/03), airport supporters at the December 3 public
heating argued that "any adverse environmental impact would be more then offset by the
economic benefits reaped by the south suburbs." By that statement, the supporters are now
conceding that there are environmental impacts ( and likely conceding quality of life issues,
too) associated with this proposal.
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24. Quality of Life

Letter Codes
SP0169

24-10 Comment
There should be no compromise regarding an airport at Peotone, lllinois; people on either side
of the issue can understand that any compromise is a step towards further "inching" and
attempted negotiations. There is a need for agricultural space and there are people who feel
a need for open space; some people for urban areas; neither should dominate all space. The
United States was founded with consideration of both the majority and the minority. Defense
of the rights of the owners of the land of the area should be understood. This land belongs to
someone; it is not for sale; you do not covet and take what belongs to someone else.
Letter Codes
SP0163

24-11 Comment
Other people's thoughts, wishes or poll-taking should not be put before the public as credible
for any proposed taking of land belonging to someone else.
Letter Codes
SP0163

24-12 Comment
| am very concerned with anyone imposing over another's property rights. Some very
courageous people came here in three little ships a long time ago to establish new homes, live
in peace and hoping to not be uprooted again.
Letter Codes
SP0163

24-13 Comment
Everyone needs open space and the solitude it provides near to them, not just at some distant
place.
Letter Codes
SP0163

24-14 Comment
There are people who love the land they live on, their relationship to it and their home in a
rural setting often the home of an ancestral farm. These need to be respected and valued by
all of us for the sense of permanency and security they provide for our country.
Letter Codes
SP0163
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24. Quality of Life

24-15 Comment
Our seniors can't afford Medicare and health care, homelessness and hunger amongst the
working poor. Programs are cut, jobs are lost and to add to all these problems, millions of
dollars are being wasted on a project that is being shoved down our throats.

Letter Codes
SP0170

24-16 Comment
Sprawl is expensive and drains us of the time and resources to improve the quality of our
lives.

Letter Codes
SP0172

24-17 Comment
The environmental effects of the proposed Peotone Airport project on our area would be
devastating: air and water pollution, traffic and noise alone would be bad enough, but we have
another vital concern: flood control and infrastructure development.

Letter Codes
SL0027
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25. Floodplains

25-1 Comment
EIS needs to address environmental issues such as floodplains. Including the need to
address adequacy of the existing floodplain mapping, avoidance of non-appropriate uses, and
compensatory storage and mitigation for necessary modifications.

Letter Codes
SL0001 SL0008 SL0029 SL0050 SP0133

25-2 Comment
What impact to the size and location of floodplains will occur with more often peak flow
discharge from SSA?

Letter Codes
SL0031 SL0033

25-3 Comment
Flood Plains? Where will all of the solids from the treatment plant go?

Letter Codes
SP0168

25-4 Comment
In the airport footprint area, if these drain tiles are disturbed, there's no way of knowing what
effect they're going to have on site of this drainage area.

Letter Codes
SP0123
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26. Environmental Justice

26-1 Comment
The Tier | EIS notes the impacts associated with job and population growth in the area
surrounding Peotone, it fails to address the corresponding loss of people, jobs, and tax
revenues for other areas in the Chicago metropolitan region. These impacts are likely to be
quite significant. Moving 400,000 people to the Peotone area who would otherwise live, work,
and pay taxes in other parts of the metropolitan region could prove devastating to Chicago
and its inner ring suburbs. In particular, the Tier Il EIS should examine the environmental
justice impacts on such a massive emigration.

Letter Codes
SP0178
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27. Surface Transportation

27-1  Comment
EIS needs to address Transportation infrastructure needs and costs, including construction
routing.

Letter Codes
SF0003 SL0001 SL0009 SL0019 SL0050 SP0004 SP0048 SP0166

27-2 Comment
Please add the following concern for your consideration. The need to include an east side
entrance into the airport for customers.

We are of the opinion that a substantial portion of the market demand for the airport will come
from northwest Indiana. Limiting access to the west side of the airfield will increase drive
times and may reduce demand to some extent. There will also be potentially more economic
benefit to the south suburbs if an eastern access were included.

Letter Codes
SL0004 SL0013 SL0035 SL0042 SL0048 SL0054

27-3 Comment
Provide for necessary infrastructure as a result of the airport and the construction of the
airport. Congestion mitigation on local roads and existing highways will cost billions of
additional dollars, particularly if the extension of 1-335 will be required to handle traffic from the
western suburbs and Indiana.

Letter Codes
SL0004 SL0013 SL0017 SL0026 SL0036 SL0042 SL0048 SL0054 SP0010 SP0173

27-4 Comment
Arrangement for the excessive use of township roads as a result of the airport.

Letter Codes
SL0004 SL0042 SL0054

27-5 Comment
Need to identify and develop a plan for building the local infrastructure to accommodate a
project of this magnitude.

Letter Codes
SL0005 SL0049

27-6 Comment
EWCCM desires to know the impacts of the proposed airport on their communities as early as
possible. Impact information sought by the EWCCM includes transportation (especially
impacts on local roadways during construction and after).
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27. Surface Transportation

Letter Codes
SL0008

27-7 Comment
Will bike trails be provided for rural roads affected by a likely increase in traffic load? These
roads are now safely used by cross-country and recreational bicyclists. It is unlikely that
safety can be maintained without reconstruction and the inclusion of bike paths.

Letter Codes
SL0026 SP0010 SP0021

27-8 Comment
We request continuous bike path encircling the airport perimeter with connections to the east,
west, north, and south, plus access to the airport proper. In addition, bicycle access to the
terminal buildings and work areas are needed.

Letter Codes
SP0021

27-9 Comment
What is the long-term plan for ground access to this site from the Chicago urban area and will
the environment and economic issues related with these ground access improvements be
addressed?

Letter Codes
SL0019 SL0053 SL0068

27-10 Comment
How would NW Indiana roads be affected by increased auto and truck traffic, both during and
after construction? What are the estimates for increase in traffic? What would be the funding
mechanism for making expected road improvements? What are the responsibilities of local,
state, and federal governments for funding road improvements?

Letter Codes
SL0025 SL0027 SL0032

27-11  Comment
How would the area be affected by future mass transit needs? Will mass transit agencies be
involved in planning for mass transit to and from the airport? What funding mechanisms
would fund needed mass transit?

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0025 SL0036 SL0068
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27. Surface Transportation

Comment

Plans for rail access should be made explicit in the layout plan and the EIS. It should be
easily accessible and convenient so as to maximize pubic transportation ridership to the
proposed airport.

Letter Codes
SL0029

Comment
The proposed east/west access road will cause negative impacts by shielding off the Village of
Monee.

Letter Codes
SL0034

Comment
Plan for multiple access sites to the terminal gate area via light rail. It is cheaper to build and
requires less land to operate on than conventional highways.

Letter Codes

Comment
Include repairs to Beecher-Peotone Road.

Letter Codes
SL0040

Comment
With highway connections that include 1-90, 1-80/94, 1-65, US 12 and US 20, the Gary/Chicago
IA offers convenient access to the entire Chicago Metro area.

Letter Codes
SF0005

Comment
To access the "inaugural” site will require further insults to the environment in the form of
additional highways, service roads, widening of existing roads, paved lots and the like.

Letter Codes
SP0169
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27. Surface Transportation

27-18 Comment
Please include in your analysis all projected expansions to interstate highways and arterial
roads necessitated, encouraged, or accelerated by the project.

Letter Codes
SP0165

27-19 Comment
The impact of highway infrastructure planned for the ultimate airport needs to be fully
considered. For years, the IDOT and the lllinois Toll Highway Authority have advocated the
construction of an extension of I-355 to Peotone specifically for the purpose of serving the
proposed airport. In addition, the Chicago Area Transportation Study's 2030 Regional
Transportation Plan for Northeastern lllinois identifies several recommended projects whose
purpose is to serve an airport at Peotone. The environmental impacts of all these proposed
road improvements should be examined in the Tier Il EIS.

Letter Codes
SL0068 SP0178

27-20 Comment
The study needs to investigate what staging of roadway network closures, maintenance, and
upgrades are required during the various construction phases, including land acquisition.

Letter Codes
SL0068

27-21 Comment
The existing roadway network needs to be studied for impact caused by closures to the
system. This should include what improvements would need to be made to remaining
operation system and sources to finance improvements.

Letter Codes
SL0068

27-22 Comment
The study must address what secondary cumulative impacts caused by the airport
development within and surrounding buffer zone will have on existing transportation system
including upgrades.

Letter Codes
SL0068

27-23 Comment
Interstate 57 and an existing railroad are very close to the Greater Kankakee Airport and
would be assets for expanding this airport.
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27. Surface Transportation

Letter Codes
SL0003

27-24 Comment
When this airport is built | will have some roads on the north end of the property that | will not
be able to serve because the access is cut off by the property itself. These residents will not
have the service they have now.

Letter Codes
SL0013
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

28. Design, Art, Architecture

28-1 Comment
The project should consider creation of a continuous greenway along the east boundary of the
site as an extension of the Plum Grove Preserves. This greenway could be carried east-west
through the site with landscaping through the terminal complex, continued as landscaping
along the airport entry and connecting to Raccoon Grove. This Greenway proposal should be
considered as part of an early overall landscape concept and theme for the airport as a whole.

Letter Codes
SL0029

28-2 Comment
We would support and encourage any effort to utilize the periphery of the airport to
compliment a system of regional trail loops, which off a network of linkages across Will
County... This trail loop system is intended as a foundation on which other trail connections
can be made as land and funds become available. A project of this magnitude and scale
provides the opportunity to significantly further the creation of such a system in this portion of
Will County.

Letter Codes
SL0069

28-3 Comment
Keep overall cost of operation foremost when considering how to design this airport and
related facilities.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

29-1 Comment
EIS needs to address mitigation plans for all impacts and discuss and review with local
governments.

Letter Codes
SL0001 SL0050 SL0051 SP0010

29-2 Comment
We support not only development of South Suburban Airport at the state-designated site in
Will County, but also inclusion of WIIl County as a full partner with the FAA and IDOT.

Letter Codes
SLO0005 SL0049

29-3 Comment
We support the efforts of Local, County, State and Federal officials to continue long standing
cooperative efforts to do proper planning for areas outside the footprint of the airport and
along highway and rail corridors which will be used to provide excellent access to the airport.

Letter Codes
SL0006 SL0047

29-4 Comment
SSA will be a critical component to our system of airports.

Letter Codes
SL0007 SL0039

29-5 Comment
IDNR submitted comments during Tier 1 and those comments/concerns have not changed.
Since the site conditions have not significantly changed, despite some changes in proposed
scope, the concerns regarding natural resources on the site expressed in our earlier letters
remain valid.

Letter Codes
SF0004 SS0001 SS0004

29-6 Comment
Will County envisions this airport as being a supplement to O'Hare and Midway capacity,
complementing these airport systems. The Will County regional south suburban airport
proposal assumes that O'Hare will be expanded and | stand with Will County in their
commitment to both O'Hare and Will County regional SSA.

Letter Codes
SF0001
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29-7

29-9

29-10

29-11

29-12

29-13

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

Comment

The suggested South Suburban Airport has a direct and detrimental impact on several areas
concerning the long term growth and operation of the existing Gary/Chicago International
Airport (GCA). As you are aware, the GCA is located 25 miles south of Chicago's Loop. This
airport has tremendous existing resources that offer a windfall in aiding many of the region's
air traffic concerns.

Letter Codes
SF0003 SP0106

Comment

Would Peotone airport, whether the original 23,000 acre proposal or merely the presumably
privately funded "starter" now under consideration, spark a south side and south suburban
renaissance? Not if development is still controlled by the downtown interests.

Letter Codes
SP0002

Comment

| can't seem to get the handicapped doors fixed around here and the university is cutting out
the mobility cart program when you guys are spending God knows how much money on a new
airport.

Letter Codes
SP0005

Comment
Who is going to be the Airport Authority? How will the Authority be chosen? By whom will the
Airport Authority be chosen? Will it be a local, state or federal agency?

Letter Codes
SL0026 SP0010

Comment
RESERVED

Letter Codes

Comment
How and when is the project going to start and how can the community cope with the airport
when it is done?

Letter Codes
SL0013 SL0048
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

29-14 Comment
Comments on the Tier 1 scoping and draft EIS also apply to Tier 2.

Letter Codes
SL0023

29-15 Comment
There needs to be a more complete inventory of the current baseline conditions of the
District's holdings that would likely be impacted by the development of an airport. The
inventories should include baseline information on current wildlife densities and use patterns,
recreational use patterns and noise levels. There should also be provisions stated within the
EIS implicating that a structured monitoring schedule would be established in order to detect
any impact from the development of the airport. A set of criteria should also be established in
order to determine what level of impact would be acceptable before mitigation and
compensation would be necessary.

Letter Codes
SL0023

29-16 Comment
| feel this project will have some impact but very little at best.

Letter Codes
SP0070

29-17 Comment
Can any group private or governmental supersede the FAA process?

Letter Codes
SP0112

29-18 Comment
SSA would have significant direct and indirect environmental impacts. Impacts should be
limited through the use of conservation design methods.

Letter Codes
SL0025 SL0026

29-19 Comment
How would development of SSA affect growth and development of the GCA and other airports
in northwestern Indiana?

Letter Codes
SL0025
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29-20

29-21

29-22

29-23

29-24

29-25

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

Comment
How would future SSA flight patterns affect the current and planned runway configurations at
GCA?

Letter Codes
SL0025

Comment

We recommend that a green space area in the 1-mile buffer zone around the perimeter of the
airport, outside of the footprint, be included as an integral part of the environmental
contingencies of airport development.

Letter Codes
SL0026 SP0010 SP0137

Comment
The proposed South Suburban Airport will bring much needed construction and economic
activity to the Southern Suburbs in Chicagoland area.

Letter Codes
SS0005

Comment

Beecher Marsh and Prairie are located adjacent to the proposed airport. These areas are
prime for recreation and wildlife use and should be considered inappropriate for mitigation
purposes. Airport operations should be oriented away from these areas as they will likely
attract water foul.

Letter Codes
SL0029

Comment
Careful planning and attention to detail will insure that this change will not damage the
environment nor be traumatic to the communities.

Letter Codes
SL0030

Comment

The FAA recognizes IDOT as the local sponsor of the South Suburban Airport, but in time, the
operator and owner of the airport must be locally led. The Will County board has voted to
support and is actively seeking co-sponsorship with IDOT for the Will County regional Airport.

Letter Codes
SF0001

Scoping Document 97 January 2004
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport



29-26

20-27

290-28

29-29

29-30

29-31

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

Comment

| would also suggest that we plan for what we know to be factual and plan to accommodate 90
to 95 percent of the airport's operational impact. Trying to mitigate 100 percent of the impacts
will render this site and most other urban locations unusable and cost-prohibitive.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036

Comment
Designing for total delay-free operation under all circumstances will prove to be impractical
and cost-prohibitive.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036

Comment
Pay very close attention to projected flight patterns when determining runway layout. Noise
contours do not paint the complete picture to overflight impacts.

Letter Codes
SL0017 SL0036

Comment
Do you really think in our hearts that destroying this bountiful area that produces food and that
feeds you and your family is the right thing to do?

Letter Codes
SP0142

Comment
| (we) support the SSA project.

Letter Codes
SL0037 SL0041 SL0O055 SL0057 SL0O058 SL0063

Comment

The long-term environmental impacts should be based on the ultimate build-out, not just the
inaugural footprint. We need to place before the public the potential size of the airfield, the
number of operations and associated consequences for the years 2008, 2025 and beyond.

Letter Codes
SL0007 SL0039
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

29-32 Comment
One of the tremendous benefits provided by a public/private partnership enables the
municipalities participating in the intergovernmental agreement to manage the infrastructure
and quality of life impact in any communities that will be most affected. This partnership
enables the creation of an off-site infrastructure management authority inclusive of all the
towns that are affected, not just the surrounding towns, but other towns as well in the region.
Another benefit is the airport distributed cash flow in the public/private partnership can be
utilized by municipalities who are offsite with the structured improvements.

Letter Codes
SL0041

29-33 Comment
The money spent to date on this project would certainly relieve school districts of debt, provide
funds to police departments, both local and state, to help enforce laws, reduce crime and drug
trafficking. Countless children are hungry in our communities. Food programs would be
better for our community than an airport. If we have all the amenities in our community for an
airport being transportation, water, human resources and funding, why not build something
that will build the community and not destroy it?

Letter Codes
SL0045

29-34 Comment
Purchase property in a fair way and protect the taxpayers.

Letter Codes
SL0052 SL0059

29-35 Comment
The Project Manager, Brad Roseberry was indicated in a criminal corruption case, admitted
wrong doing and was granted immunity by providing testimony at a criminal trial involving the
George Ryan Secretary of State administration. Mr. Roseberry's reliability and integrity are
therefore in question, and consequently all work on the Peotone project done under his
administration should be rejected by the FAA.

Letter Codes
SP0105

29-36 Comment
IDOT manipulated and double crossed the FAA by requesting a two tier study, the first of
which concerned land acquisition. IDOT went ahead and began acquiring the land prior to the
FAA finding. This not only made the FAA look extremely foolish, but is an example of the
devious, untrustworthy behavior which has characterized this airport development project until
the election of Governor Blagojevich.
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29-37

29-38

29-39

29-40

29-41

29-42

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

Letter Codes
SP0105

Comment
The FAA needs to take an unbiased view, not merely taking restated claims from years past.

Letter Codes
SL0060

Comment

Economic needs must be considered in conjunction with other important public concerns such
as environmental impacts. Environmental concerns should be included in each step of the
development of SSA, but there has been no evidence in the environmental studies to slow or
halt this project.

Letter Codes
SL0063

Comment
What agency will build and operate this project? FAA? IDOT? City of Chicago? Will it be a
local, state, or federal agency? Can commissioners operate this project?

Letter Codes
SL0064

Comment
No more money should be spent on nor should any more land be bought for the pipe dream of
a third Chicago airport.

Letter Codes
SP0161

Comment
Consider the lawsuits that almost always result when an airliner crashes, and especially if the
crash results from negligence.

Letter Codes
SP0162

Comment
Any supporter of an airport at Peotone, lllinois is involved with the enlargement of "takings"
beyond the original constitutional intent of the right of eminent domain.
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

Letter Codes
SP0163

29-43 Comment
Citizens of the United States of America have the right to purchase, own, and hold their own
property.

Letter Codes
SP0163

29-44 Comment
The government wishes private property and grouping itself with private segments providing
funding, linking the two, sharing a project, for which the government does not have funds and
with neither accepting the responsibility of transgressing private rights.

Letter Codes
SP0163

29-45 Comment
These intruders know this is putting the hardship of stress and tears for a long time on people;
one does not take the property of anyone for the wants of another. Supporting such
procedure would put your own homes and families in eventual uncertainty.

Letter Codes
SP0163

29-46 Comment
| would just like to make sure that the FAA has this brochure entitled "This is as close as
airplanes need to get to Peotone," and it shows a jet flying very high above in the sky.

Letter Codes
SP0155

29-47 Comment
We elect our officials to take care of necessary business, not to relocate our lives. There is a
very deep concern involved here with the excitement of many groups coming together to win a
point and make a lot of money; there is so much concerns about those values and the harm
they are doing throughout our country.

Letter Codes
SP0163
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

29-48 Comment
Where are all of these travelers coming from? Is there a need to control the number of visitors
to our state, our home? Our homes are sacred to our lives; please do not try to make other
plans for them. Please do not let anyone impose the wishes of others here. This is first a
homeland. Who will support the right of the citizen of the Untied States to own and keep his
own property?

Letter Codes
SP0163

29-49 Comment
| would like to ask that planning for the South Suburban Airport include paths and
accommodations on roadways associated with the airport's development. We request a
continuous bike path encircling the airport perimeter with connections to the east, west, north
and south, plus access to the airport proper. In addition bicycle access to the terminal
buildings and work areas is needed.

Development of the airport will severely impact existing bicycle conditions, while increasing
the demand and needs of future recreational and utilitarian bicyclists.

Letter Codes
SP0164

29-50 Comment
The proposed Peotone airport project, including the development and further decentralization
of the Chicago region that it will induce, has the potential to do more environmental harm than
perhaps any other single project currently proposed in lllinois.

Letter Codes
SP0165

29-51 Comment
Estimating and attempting to quantify these impacts is indeed a large undertaking, but given
the potential economic and environmental costs of the South Suburban Airport, and the
apparent availability of alternatives to it, taxpayers deserve no less than an honest and full
accounting of these impacts from this process.

Letter Codes
SP0165

29-52 Comment
Jessie Jackson should stay in his own district and worry about the problems there.

Letter Codes
SP0166
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

29-53 Comment
| felt it extremely important for your office to be made aware of the character of the people who
have been involved in this project. It is being alleged here in the area that the real reason
behind these politicians pushing for the airport construction is to control the contracts and vast
amount of Federal Money that will pass through hands with the potential for large scale fraud.

Letter Codes
SP0190

29-54 Comment
The Draft EIS contradicted the lllinois Department of Transportation's own phase | engineering
Report in several transparent ways. Peotone was referred to as 35 miles from the Central
Business District in the EIS, but the Engineering report more accurately describes the site as
40 miles distance from the city center (p.41).

Letter Codes
SP0187 SP0189

29-55 Comment
Our schools are in trouble.

Letter Codes
SP0170

29-56 Comment
What ever happened to "By the People, For the People"? s it that easy to forget? Because
this is not for the good of the People.

Letter Codes
SP0170

29-57 Comment
If this were a company trying to get a loan from a bank, they would be shown the door so fast
their heads would spin.

Letter Codes
SP0175

29-58 Comment
The December 2003 issue of National Geographic magazine celebrates this event with an
article on flying which includes the future of flying. | highly recommend that this be reviewed by
the responsible parties of the FAA before making a final decision, if in fact that decision hasn't
already been made, on approving the building of the proposed airport.
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

Letter Codes
SP0176

29-59 Comment
If the airlines won't go to Rockford, or to Milwaukee, or to Gary, what makes you think they will
come here?

Letter Codes
SP0179

29-60 Comment
How can municipalities miles away dictate what should be done in our community?

Letter Codes
SP0180

29-61 Comment
The proposed South Suburban Airport of Peotone is former Gov. George Ryan's pet project.
In light of the Federal Racketeering indictment brought against the former governor. Any and
all of his projects should be stopped immediately and fully investigated. Any of his dealings
during his last 12 years in public office should be suspect.

Letter Codes
SP0180

29-62 Comment
| believe it is a deep shame that this airport is still being seriously considered.

Letter Codes
SP0181

29-63 Comment
The only way to really appreciate what will be taken environmentally is to visit the targeted
area on foot with the consent of the landowners and without the politicians in tow. With the
perspective of biologists, botanists, and soil scientists, the area farmers and other residents
can point out what cannot be grasped simply by examining aerial maps, engineer's
reports/drawings and the studies/rhetoric of politicians. | urge that the opponents who reside
and farm in this area be taken seriously as they state the basis for defeating this proposal.

Letter Codes
SP0169
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29-64

29-65

29-66

29-67

SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

29. Other

Comment

These politicians have latched onto "Peotone" as their pawn to try to accomplish their political
agenda to stop O'Hare. It is absurd to think that O'Hare can or should be matched or replaced
by an airport in Peotone.

Letter Codes

SP0169

Comment

| fully support the building of the Will County south suburban third airport, locally led by Will
County in partnership with the FAA, IDOT and all interested parties.

Letter Codes

SF0001 SF0007

Comment

This airport would have a significant negative effect on the area.

Letter Codes

SP0003

Comment

We should be told the results of these public scoping meetings.

Letter Codes

SP0007
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SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program
Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

30. Safety

30-1 Comment
What provisions are going to be made for access to the site for emergency response, either
initial response or on a mutual aid basis?

Letter Codes
SL0015

30-2 Comment
Local fire departments are concerned with response times both on site and off-site, particularly
to residents outside the airport boundaries, but close enough to the airport to cause our
response to be delayed by traffic congestion.

Letter Codes
SL0015

30-3 Comment
As the state agency responsible for environmental protection, we are concerned about the
environmental impact of the South Suburban Airport not only in the immediate vicinity but also
on the Chicago area.

Letter Codes
SS0007
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Testimony of Representative Jerry Weller (IL-11)
Presented to the Federal Aviation Administration Scoping Hearing
Governor’s State University
February 3, 2003

Good afternoon,

ﬁoday I come before you as a supporter of increasing the aviation capacity of
the Chicago region, both ghrough expansion of Chicago O’Hare airport and
by building the Will County &t South Suburban Airport. 1
represent the entire footprint of the proposed airport as the Representative of
the 11" Congressional District. |
Our region, and Will County in particular, are experiencing tremendous 5
population growth. In fact, Will County will become the second most
populous county in Illinois by 2025. The proposed airport is needed sooner
rather than Iater to accommodate the aviation needs of the region. The
Illinois Department of Transportation forecasts that by 2010, the regional
demand for air travel will increase by 17.8 million passengers. It is
appropriate and timely to prepare now and build this inaugural airport before
the surge in demand comes at the end of the decade.“

I would like to review the accomplishments that have been made so far in
building the airport under a locally led, regional consensus. The Illinois
Department of Transportation and Federal Aviation Administration have
completed a Tier I Environmental Impact Statement protecting the airspace,
approving the site selection process, and allowing for land acquisition
activities in Will County.

IDOT has acquired 1538 acres of the total 4240 required for the inaugural
single runway airport, and offers have been made for all but 400 of the
remaining acres.
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In December of 2002, Will County was awarded an IDOT grant to develop
and implement a coordinated plan with local stakeholders, the FAA and
IDOT for development of the airport. Will County has always actively
sought consensus from those who will be most affected by the airport and is
actively planning for the benefits, costs, and impacts of the proposed airport.

[We are now in the two-year FAA and IDOT process of developing an Airport
Master Plan and Tier II Environmental Impact Statement. Today’s hearing is
important, because it shows the commitment of the Federal Aviation 213
Administration to continue progress on this project. I urge swift completion
of this phase of planning so that the locally led effort to build this airport may
continue to move forwarg_.JWill County, under the leadership of County
Executive Joe Mikan, is proactively moving the airport forward, working
closely with FAA and IDOT officials to ensure this airport is built and built
well.

Currently:Eye FAA recognizes IDOT as the local sponsor of the South

Suburban Airport, but in time, the operator and owner of the airport must be OQUI Y
locally led. The Will County board has voted to support and is actively

seeking co-sponsorship with IDOT for the Will County regional airport]

Let me be clear, Will County is taking the correct, necessary and responsible

steps to move forward with the airport. Let me also equally be clear with

regard to Will County’s vision of the role of the proposed airport in the

regional air system. [Will County envisions this airport as being a supplement 9 I
to O’Hare and Midway capacity, complementing these airport systems. The |
Will County regional south suburban airport proposal assumes that O’Hare

will be expanded and I stand with Will County in their commitment to both
O’Hare and Will County regional south suburban airport.j

It is estimated that in addition to the benefits to aviation capacity,@e b-22
proposed Will County regional south suburban airport will create
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approximately 500,000 jobs in the region, 55,000 of which will be diréc
employment by the airport. These jobs will generate approximately $9 b= AX
billion in new wages and an estimated $4 billion will be spent by visitors.

The total cost of the inaugural airport is estimated from between $400 and

$520 million, including land acquisition.

Eet me reiterate, 1 fully support the building of the Will County regional
south suburban airport, locally led by Will County in partnership with the 6"§
Federal Aviation Administration, the Illinois Department of Transportation Q q\,
and all interested parties] I thank the FAA for holding this important hearing
today and urge them to move forward expeditiously, in concert with Will
County, for the development of the Will County regional south suburban

airport.
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September 23, 2003

Governor Rod Blagojevich
100 W. Randolph

Suite 16-100

Chicago, IL 60601

Dear Governor Blagojevich:

rz;;s you are aware, the footprint of the South Suburban Airport (SSA) lies wholly within Will _ L|l/\
County and my 11" Congressional District. I fully support and endorse the efforts of Will County to ;)-
take the leadership role in building the airpoy

Will County Executive, Joe Mikan, and the Will County Board have diligently researched all
facets of building and operating an airport. They have met numerous times with the Federal Aviation
Administration {FAA) and the Hlinois Department of Transportation {IDOT) in order to properly be
prepared for an inaugural airport. Every Agency the County spoke with kept repeating the need for
regional planning and consensus.

In December 2002, Will County was awarded a grant from IDOT to secure the services of
Spensley & Associates to assist the County in preparing an airport implementation plan through a
consensus process that identified critical issues facing the County in connection with the Airport. The
County has held countless meetings and forums to identify potential impacts and opportunities the
Airport will bring. These open forums included school districts, townships, fire districts, mayors, and
citizens of Will County. The open forums have {ed to a Will County Report which outlines the
County’s plan or a “roadmap” to follow. Included with this correspondence, is a copy of Will County’s
Report. The County is now following this “roadmap” which follows both Illinois and Federal
government requirements.

Govemor,hswholly support the building of the South Suburban Airport. I firmly believe
County Executive Joe Mikan and the Will County Board are vitally important to the process since the
Airport will most affect those surrounding it. Will County has requested to partner w1th the State to Q - HS
build this airport. I strongly urge you to consider and grant their reques"
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-Page 2-
Governor Red Blagojevich

[Ihe South Suburban Airport will create both benefits and costs to Will County. It is very 253~ |
important for the County to provide significant input to the planning and the development of the
Airporg The creation of SSA is important to many individuals and governmental bodies who each
have their best interests at heart. Will County not only looks at their own concerns but is also willing
to work with and include other communities and governmental bodies for the good of the entire region.

I look forward to working with you, IDOT, and Will County as we build the South Suburban
Airport that will benefit the entire State of Illinois and keep Chicago as a leader in aviation.

cC: County Executive Joe Mikan
John Grueling, Will Co. CED
Secretary Timothy Martin
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ENEAGY AND NATUAAL RESOURCES

November 30, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, Illinois 60018

RE: South Suburban Airport Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement Agency Scoping Meeting
Dear Mr. Rewerts:

I am writing on behalf of the Gary/Chicago International Airport Authority with regard to
the environmental scoping process.tfhe suggested south suburban airport has a direct and 99- g
detrimental impact on several areas concerning the long term growth and operation of the
existing Gary/Chicago International Airport (GCA). As you are aware, the GCA is located 25
miles south of Chicago’s Loop. This airport has tremendous existing resources that offer a
windfall in aiding many of the region’s air traffic concemns, |

I would like to bring to your attention several factors that must be considered when
reviewing the viability of the Peotone Airport.@ must first be noted that the Peotone Airport
does not exist. The GCA does exist and is operational. This makes it the logical choice to fill " (o
the current and future needs of the Chicago market. Bringing a fully functional Peotone Airport
could require a billion dollars to replicate the infrastructure that already stands as the GCA_)

&he issue of Peotone and low density must be realized. In the GCA market area, there
are 1.5 million residents closer to GCA than to Midway and 2.7 million closer to GCA than to f - /7L
O’Hare, both figures are excluding residents of the downtown Chicago area. The Peotone
market area cannot compare to thlsj

/The staggering cost of Peotone construction offers a $400 miilion price tag that rises to a

$4.9 billion with later expansions that will result in a one runway structure that will not beginto  4_ 1
serve this region’s aviation needs.| In addition,&\he high cost in destroying the farmland of this
community and nation in exchange for such a low productive resource in not a JudlCIOUS 153

investment nor does it make for good public policy.f
[ would also ask that you pay specific attention to the issues of airspace impact and ;3’ | “5

ground accesz.) In short{]t is necessary that the Tier 2 EIS scope of work includes and addresses 153
the environmental consequence of adversely impacting existing airport space for GCA, Midway, /
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and O’Hare. There is a strong belief that the airspace required to operate the newly proposed

airport conflicts with the airspace needed for continued operation by existing airports.f This

threat cannot be overstated. fThe Peotone review must also take into consideration the existing

and forecasted ground transportation needed to adequately serve this site. The massive ) ’11 - I
undertaking and magnitude of the ground transportation development issue is clearly cause for
concerr, )

Gm a firm believer in the Gary/Chicago International Airport. The GCAcangoalong ) -§
way in alleviating much of the Chicago area’s airspace concerns. It will do just that if allowed to
reach its potential.| I ask for fairness and equity in this review process. Thank you for your time
and consideration.

Sincerely,

Etof

Evan Bayh
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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE U} W ED
Chicago Ecological Services Field Office
1250 South Grove Avenue, Suite 103 ﬂj BED 08 2003
Barrington, Illinois 60010
Phone: (847)381-2253 Fax: (847)381-2285
By -
In Reply Refer To: ' S —
FWS/AES-CIFO
December 4, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL. 60018

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

'This responds to your letter dated October 29, 2003 indicating you were initiating the scoping
process for preparation of a Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) to consider the
construction and operation of Inaugural Airport Facilities for the South Suburban Airport located
in Will County, lllinois, and requesting our input.

An earlier Tier I EIS for site approval and land acquisition was approved in a Record of Decision
by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in July 2002. According to the published Notice
of Intent (NOI) for the Tier 1, this prior approval was for a potential future supplemental air
carrier airport to serve the greater Chicago region. The current Notice of Intent is for the
preparation of a Tier 2 EIS for construction and operation of inaugural facilities of the South
Suburban Airport. Details of the scope of the proposed action for this Tier 2 EIS were provided
in an environmental scoping document dated October 29, 2003,

E/e provided comments on a Draft Environmental Assessment for a previous South Suburban

Airport proposal that considered two sites near Peotone, Will County, Illinois within a letter from

the Department of Interior (DOI) to the FAA dated November 28, 1997. This environmental
assessment comprehensively addressed full build-out of the airport at both sites. Then in 2001, Ng-S
the site approval and land acquisition was presented by FAA in a separate Tier 1 EIS. Our ’
comments on that Tier 1 were provided in an October 2001 DOI letter. Since the site conditions

have not significantly changed despite some changes in proposed scope, the concerns regarding

natural resources on the site expressed in our earlier letters remain ValigJ



Mr. Denis R. Rewerts 2

Comments on Environmental Issues

As currently proposed by the State of Illinois, the Inaugural Airport Program would consist of the

construction and operation of a new east-west runway, a full parallel taxiway system, a new
airline terminal with appurtenant facilities, new air cargo facilities, and new general aviation
facilities. A full range of alternatives will be considered including no action, the sponsors

proposed build alternative, alternative airport development at the Tier 1 site, use of other existing

airports to meet demand, use of other modes of transportation, and demand management
alternatives.

The scoping document indicates consideration of the typical full range of resources and potential
impacts will be considered. We note that the previous environmental documents prepared for
this promsecf_g‘:port site contained good information on the resources of concern present at the

b -

project site. 1 While most of the wetlands and waterways within the site have been degraded over

time by agricultural land practices, impacts to these areas should be evaluated, minimized, and
impacts fully mitigated at an appropriate offsite locatiorﬂﬁmations that may attract migratory

birds and other wildlife to aircraft activity areas should be avoided] 1#~

cPrevious environmental documentation for this airport site has also noted that perhaps the
greatest environmental impacts from development of this airport site would result from the
ancillary development that would occur in the surrounding area. These secondary and indirect
impacts should be fully assessed in this EIS, and mitigation proposed where appropriate.]

Threatened and Endangered Species

The Service concurs that there are not any occurrences of federally listed endangered or
threatened species within the Will County site. The previously issued EIS included adequate
discussion of species of concern and state-listed species Et should be noted that the eastern
massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus) has been elevated to candidate status. ] A candidate species is a
taxon for which the FWS has information that would support a proposed rule to list it as
endangered or threatened. In addition, E Chicago Field Office of the FWS has conducted
additional surveys for this species in Will County and this information should be incorporated
into any future environmental assessments.

Throughout its range the eastern massasauga exhibits a great deal of variation in the types of
plant communities it inhabits. In the Chicago region there is some uncertainty about the type of
presettlement vegetation in which this snake occurred. There is some indication that this species
may have inhabited wet areas along the margins of oak savannas. Populations currently
remaining in the Chicago region occur in proximity to oak savannas, but not necessarily in them.
This may be due to the degraded closed-canopy characteristics of most savannas near historical
massasauga sites. More commonly the habitat where massasaugas have been found recently is
described as having a mosaic of the two following characteristics:

(1) Uplands of early successional (shrubby) prairie and old field structure, which provides a

1-1

13-4

F3-1
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matrix of grassy sunny areas (used for foraging and basking) and shade (used for cover).

(2) Wetlands with hydric soils/seasonally perched water tables. Such wet areas normally support
large populations of burrowing crayfish, the burrows of which are important hibernacula for

massasaugas.

[Historically there were four documented population 'clusters’ of massasaugas in the Chicago
region. All four clusters were located near major stream corridors. These include both the Plum
Creek Drainage in extreme eastern Will and southern Cook counties, and the Thomn Creek
Drainage in southern Cook County.

We recommend that the project proponent consider opportunities for expanding and enhancing , 5=
eastern massasauga habitat as this South Suburban Airport project progresses. '

Please contact Mr. Jeff Mengler at 847-381-2253 x226 or by email at jeffrey mengler@fws.gov
if you have any further questions regarding this information.

Sincerely,
John D. Rogner

Field Supervisor

cer IDNR, Schanzle
USEPA, Westlake
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December 3, 2003

Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 E. Devon Avenue

Room 320

Des Plaines, IL. 60018

Dear Denis:

Enclosed, please find a copy of my testimony for the December 3, 2003 Federal
Aviation Administration hearing regarding the scope of issues it will analyze in its
environmental study of a proposed airport near Peotone, Illinois. I appreciate the
opportunity to submit my written testimony.

Please do not hesitate to let me know if you have any questions or need any
additional information regarding my testimony.

Sincerely,

Pefer J. Visclos
Member of Congres

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF AECYCLED FIBERS
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I would first like to thank the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for allowing me to
submit testimony regarding the development of a draft Environmental Impact Statement
EIS) that focuses on the construction and operation of the proposed South Suburban Airport.
' Over the last decade and a half, the lack of air capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan Area,
and its negative impact on our nation’s air transportation system and environment, has been
recognized and debated at length. As the Member of Congress representing Lake County,
Indiana, the Gary/Chicago International Airport, my constituents and I have played an active ESESN
role in that debate.

I am a supporter of increased airport capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan Area. Air
congestion is a regional problem, not just a Chicago or an Illinois problem. It demands a
regional answer.| As a resident of Northwest Indiana and the Representative of Indiana’s
First Congressional District, I feel that my constituents and I have a vested interest in the air
traffic congestion chailenges facing the region.

the neediess construction of a fourth airport in the Chicago Metropolitan area would carry
with it many environmental problems. The proposed Peotone airport project would land grab "t ) \
up to 30,000 acres of the world's most productive farmland and convert it to a massive, noisy
urban sprawl. [[The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDCT) in the past has estimated
that the proposed airport would eliminate about 95 operating farms, covering 3,818 acres of
prime farmland. Altogether, the proposed Peotone airport and accompanying development e [5
(residential and business) is expected to take up about 60,000 acres, 20 percent, of Will
County's farmland. It also could potentially displace approximately 2,400 residents, 1,010
households, and 19 businesseﬂ No matter how you view this situation, it cannot be
considered progress.

The Illinois Chapter of the Sierra Club has called the Kankakee River, Illinois' highest

quality river. [ffﬁ new airport is built in Peotone, the Kankakee Watershed may become

vulnerable to urban development and increased pollutiorn] E_ccording to IDOT, the proposed 1- L
airport will roll over more than 245 acres of wetlands, which have been home to many

regional species. The proposed plan would also alter 1,225 acres of fiood plain, and force the ‘L]lfa
relocation of 13 miles of stream channel, much of it along the tiny Rock Creek:(

E@e Chicago Metropolitan Area is facing a severe air traffic capacity shortage. The growing
emand that has been placed on Chicago’s O’Hare International and Midway Airports has L -*3) Lk
stretched the resources at those facilities to their limits. As capacity has become maximized

at those facilities, the Gary/Chicago International Airport, located only 25 miles from

downtown Chicago, in Gary, Indiana, has played an increasingly valuable role in delivering

passenger and cargo service to the regioﬂ With highway connections that include [-90, - l b
1-80/94, 1-65, U.S. 12, and U.S. 20, the Gary/Chicago International Airport offers convenient

access to the entire Chicago Metropolitan Are_eﬂ



Let me be clear: there already is a third commercial airport now servicing the Chicago

Metropolitan Area. In 1995, Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley joined  Mayor Thomas

Barnes to form the Chicago-Gary Regional Airport Authority Compact.§ The Gary/Chicago O
International airport is well positioned to provide immediate relief from many of the

congestion issues currently facing O’Hare and Midway Airports. The Gary/Chicago 9\/ -
International Airport can already land any plane Midway is now handling. At 7,000 feet,

Gary’s runway is already 450 feet longer than Midway’s longest runway, and the airport

currently has the ability to triple its number of flights without additional capital expenditures.

On November 27, 2001, the FAA approved the Gary/Chicago International Airport’s 20-
year Master Plan. The Master Plan outlines the airport’s existing facilities, ability to handle
air traffic, growth and economic forecasts, and identifies the short and long-term
infrastructure needs that will facilitate continued growth and expansion. Gary/Chicago
International has 8,200 acres of an Airport Development Zone, offering tax and investment
benefits for businesses, and over thirteen acres available for developing air cargo operations.
Additionally, the airport is designated as a foreign trade zone As capacity has become
maximized at O’Hare and Midway, Gary has played an increasingly valuable role in
delivering passenger and cargo service to the area.

Over the past three fiscal years, Congress has allocated $3,300,000 for improvements and
upgrades at the Gary/Chicago International Airport. Those funds have allowed the airport to
make significant enhancements in the services it provides by improving security and
expanding the general use apr(ﬂ

In addition to increased cargo service, in October 2001, Boeing announced the relocation of

its entire corporate fleet to Gary/Chicago International. Finally, on November 22, 2003,

President Bush signed the fiscal year 2004 Military Construction appropriations bill that

included $15,581,000 for the first phase of construction of the Indiana National Guard’s

Limited Army Aviation Center, to be located at the Gary/Chicago International Airport. The

facility will house an Army National Guard medical company, weapons of mass destruction

civil support team, an air evacuation unit, a meteorological type unit and five Blackhawk
helicopters. As you can see,\the Gary/Chicago Intermnational Airport is currently growing and
positioned to expand its services. Any move to add a fourth airport to the region would be
redundant and wasteful for taxpayers and the environment. [ ’CB

I thank you for your time and your consideration in this very important matter. I look
forward to continuing to work with you to find a practical solution to this very serious air
capacity problem.
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Attached, please find a copy of testimony Congressman Peter Visclosky would hk

record regarding the scope of issues that the FAA will analyze in its environmental study of a proposed

airport near Peotone. Please let me know if there are any problems with the transmission.

<<FAA EIS.Peotone.doc>>

Tom Quinn

Legislative Director/Appropriations Associate

The Office of Congressman Peter J. Visclosky -

2313 Rayburn Building

Washington, DC 20515
> Testimony for December 3, 2003, Peotone EIS Hearing Page 2 of 2

T, FAA.EIS Peotone.doc Type: application/msword
Name:; FAA EIS.Peotone.doc
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I would first like to thank the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for allowing me to

submit testimony regarding the development of a draft Environmental Impact Statement

(EIS) that focuses on the construction and operation of the proposed South Suburban Airport. e
rarer the last decade and a half, the lack of air capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan Area, - 3 O

and its negative impact on our nation’s air transportation system and environment, has been

recognized and debated at length. As the Member of Congress representing Lake County,

Indiana, the Gary/Chicago International Airport, my constituents and I have played an active

role in that debate.

I am a supporter of increased airport capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan Area. Air
congestion is a regional problem, not just a Chicago or an Illinois problem. It demands a
regional answer)[As a resident of Northwest Indiana and the Representative of Indiana’s
First Congressional District, I feel that my constituents and I have a vested interest in the air
traffic congestion challenges facing the region.

Tﬁe needless construction of a fourth airport in the Chicago Metropolitan area would carry
with it many environmental problems. The proposed Peotone airport project would land grab L‘ - (
up to 30,000 acres of the world's most productive farmland and convert it to a massive, noisy
urban spraw‘ld(ﬁle Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) in the past has estimated
that the proposed airport would eliminate about 95 operating farms, covering 3,818 acres of
prime farmland. Altogether, the proposed Peotone airport and accompanying development
(residential and business) is expected to take up about 60,000 acres, 20 percent, of Will ,D_- ‘3
County's farmland. It also could potentially displace approximately 2,400 residents, 1,010 l -
households, and 19 businessﬂ No matter how you view this situation, it cannot be
considered progress.

The Hlinois Chapter of the Sierra Club has called the Kankakee River, Illinois' highest Q-2~
quality river. Tif a new airport is built in Peotone, the Kankakee Watershed may become

vulnerable to urban development and increased pollutiorgrzzccording to IDOT, the proposed

airport will roll over more than 245 acres of wetlands, which have been home to many

regional species. The proposed plan would also alter 1,225 acres of flood plain, and force the i "3
relocation of 13 miles of stream channel, much of it along the tiny Rock Creek‘._l

ic Chicago Metropolitan Area is facing a severe air traffic capacity shortage. The growing !___’3 L{_
demand that has been placed on Chicago’s O’Hare International and Midway Airports has
stretched the resources at those facilities to their limits. As capacity has become maximized
at those facilities, the Gary/Chicago International Airport, located only 25 miles from
downtown Chicago, in Gary, Indiana, has played an increasingly valuable role in delivering 2—] - V4
passenger and cargo service to the regiopd With highway connections that include I-90,
1-80/94, 1-65, U.S. 12, and U.8S. 20, the Gary/Chicago Intemational Airport offers convenient
access to the entire Chicago Metropolitan Area. }



Let me be clear: there already is a third commercial airport now servicing the Chicago
Metropolitan Area. In 1995, Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley joined Gary Mayor Thomas
Barnes to form the Chicago-Gary Regional Airport Authority Compact.‘ﬁhe Gary/Chicago
International airport is well positioned to provide immediate relief from many of the
congestion issues currently facing O’Hare and Midway Airports. The Gary/Chicago
International Airport can already land any plane Midway is now handling. At 7,000 feet,
Gary’s runway is already 450 feet longer than Midway’s longest runway, and the airport
currently has the ability to triple its number of flights without additional capital expenditures.

On November 27, 2001, the FAA approved the Gary/Chicago International Airport’s 20-
year Master Plan. The Master Plan outlines the airport’s existing facilities, ability to handle
air traffic, growth and economic forecasts, and identifies the short and long-term
infrastructure needs that will facilitate continued growth and expansion. Gary/Chicago
International has 8,200 acres of an Airport Development Zone, offering tax and investment
benefits for businesses, and over thirteen acres available for developing air cargo operations.
Additionally, the airport is designated as a foreign trade zone. As capacity has become
maximized at O’Hare and Midway, Gary has played an increasingly valuable role in
delivering passenger and cargo service to the area.

Over the past three fiscal years, Congress has allocated $3,300,000 for improvements and
upgrades at the Gary/Chicago International Airport. Those funds have allowed the airport to
make significant enhancements in the services it provides by improving security and
expanding the general use apro_ILl

In addition to increased cargo service, in October 2001, Boeing announced the relocation of
its entire corporate fleet to Gary/Chicago Intemational. Finally, on November 22, 2003,
President Bush signed the fiscal year 2004 Military Construction appropriations bill that
included $15,581,000 for the first phase of construction of the Indiana National Guard’s
Limited Army Aviation Center, to be located at the Gary/Chicago International Airport. The
facility will house an Army National Guard medical company, weapons of mass destruction
civil support team, an air evgglation unit, a meteorological type unit and five Blackhawk
helicopters. As you can seeJthe Gary/Chicago International Airport is currently growing and
positioned to expand its services, Any move to add a fourth airport to the region would be
redundant and wasteful for taxpayers and the environmen‘tJ

I thank you for your time and your consideration in this very important matter. I look
forward to continuing to work with you to find a practical solution to this very serious air
capacity problem.

230
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record regarding the scope of issues that the FAA will analyze in its environmental study of a proposed
airport near Peotone. Please let me know if there are any problems with the transmission.
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2313 Rayburn Building

Washington, DC 20515

> Testimony for December 3, 2003, Peotone EIS Hearing

Type: application/msword [‘
lNagle FAA EIS.Peotone. docl s E @ - |- W E /f_ﬂ

Page 2 of 2

FAA EIS.Peotone.doc




Testimony of the Honorable Peter J. Visclosky
(D-IN-01)

Federal Aviation Administration
Environmental Impact Statement that focuses on
construction and operation of the proposed South

Suburban Airport



I would first like to thank the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) for allowing me to
submit testimony regarding the development of a draft Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) that focuses on the construction and operation of the proposed South Suburban Airport.
Over the last decade and a half, the lack of air capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan Area,
and its negative impact on our nation’s air transportation system and environment, has been
recognized and debated at length. | As the Member of Congress representing Lake County,
Indiana, the Gary/Chicago International Airport, my constituents and I have played an active
role in that debate.

I am a supporter of increased airport capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan Area. Air ‘
congestion is a regional problem, not just a Chicago or an Illinois problem. It demands a |~ 6/
regional answer. As a resident of Northwest Indiana and the Representative of Indiana’s

First Congressional District, I feel that my constituents and I have a vested interest in the air

traffic congestion challenges facing the region.

! The needless construction of a fourth airport in the Chicago Metropolitan area would carry
with it many environmental problems. The proposed Peotone airport project would land grab
up to 30,000 acres of the world's most productive farmland and convert it to a massive, noisy
urban sprawl.: The Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) in the past has estimated
that the proposed airport would eliminate about 95 operating farms, covering 3,818 acres of
prime farmland. Altogether, the proposed Peotone airport and accompanying development
(residential and business) is expected to take up about 60,000 acres, 20 percent, of Wiil
County's farmland. It also could potentially displace approximately 2,400 residents, 1,010 j -
households, and 19 busmesses No matter how you view this situation, it cannot be
considered progress.

The Illinois Chapter of the Sierra Club has called the Kankakee River, Illinois' highest

quality river. If a new airport is built in Peotone, the Kankakee Watershed may become

vulnerable to urban development and increased pollution. ‘According to IDOT, the proposed C"’ 1
airport will roll over more than 245 acres of wetlands, which have been home to many

regional species. The proposed plan would also alter 1,225 acres of flood plain, and force the

relocation of 13 miles of stream channel, much of it along the tiny Rock Creek.

The Chicago Metropolitan Area is facing a severe air traffic capacity shortage. The growing
demand that has been placed on Chicago’s O’Hare International and Midway Airports has
stretched the resources at those facilities to their limits. As capacity has become maximized
at those facilities, the Gary/Chicago International Airport, located only 25 miles from
downtown Chicago, in Gary, Indiana, has played an increasingly valuable role in delivering
passenger and cargo service to the regton.: With highway connections that include I1-90,
1-80/94, 1-65, U.S. 12, and U.S. 20, the Gary/Chicago International Airport offers convenient
access to the entire Chicago Metropolitan Area.



Let me be clear: there already is a third commercial airport now servicing the Chicago
Metropolitan Area. In 1995, Chicago Mayor Richard M. Daley joined Gary Mayor Thomas
Barnes to form the Chicago-Gary Regional Airport Authority Compact. The Gary/Chicago
International airport is well positioned to provide immediate relief from many of the
congestion issues currently facing O’Hare and Midway Airports. The Gary/Chicago
International Airport can already land any plane Midway is now handling. At 7,000 feet,
Gary’s runway is already 450 feet longer than Midway’s longest runway, and the airport
currently has the ability to triple its number of flights without additional capital expenditures.

On November 27, 2001, the FAA approved the Gary/Chicago International Airport’s 20-
year Master Plan. The Master Plan outlines the airport’s existing facilities, ability to handle
air traffic, growth and economic forecasts, and identifies the short and long-term
infrastructure needs that will facilitate continued growth and expansion. Gary/Chicago
International has 8,200 acres of an Airport Development Zone, offering tax and investment
benefits for businesses, and over thirteen acres available for developing air cargo operations.
Additionally, the airport is designated as a foreign trade zone. As capacity has become
maximized at O’Hare and Midway, Gary has played an increasingly valuable role in
delivering passenger and cargo service to the area.

Over the past three fiscal years, Congress has allocated $3,300,000 for improvements and
upgrades at the Gary/Chicago International Airport. Those funds have allowed the airport io
make significant enhancements in the services it provides by improving security and
expanding the general use apron. .

In addition to increased cargo service, in October 2001, Boeing announced the relocation of
its entire corporate fleet to Gary/Chicago International. Finally, on November 22, 2003,
President Bush signed the fiscal year 2004 Military Construction appropriations bill that
included $15,581,000 for the first phase of construction of the Indiana National Guard’s
Limited Army Aviation Center, to be located at the Gary/Chicago International Airport. The
facility will house an Army National Guard medical company, weapons of mass destruction
civil support team, an air evaguation unit, a meteorological type unit and five Blackhawk
helicopters. As you can see,'the Gary/Chicago International Airport is currently growing and
positioned to expand its services. Any move to add a fourth airport to the region would be
redundant and wasteful for taxpayers and the environment. |

I thank you for your time and your consideration in this very important matter, I look
forward to continuing to work with you to find a practical solution to this very serious air
capacity problem.
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Congressman Jerry Weller

Thank vyou. I'm Congressman Jerry
Weller. I want to thank you the FAA for conducting
today's hearing. I also want it known that I have a
longer statement which I want to submit to the
record, including some correspondence to Governor
Blagojevich, which I'd like to include for the record
but make a shorter statement.

Well, good afternoon. I want to thank the
FAA as well as those in attendance today for
participating in what is a very, very important
meeting for public input regarding the planned south
suburban third airport.

{;oday I come before you as a supporter to
increase the aviation capacity of the Chicago region,
both for expansion of Chicago O0'Hare Airport and by
the ability to plan the Will County scuth suburban /

-5
airpoert. Our region, and Will County in particular,
are experiencing tremendous population growth. In
fact, Will County will become the sgecond most
populous county in Illinois by 2025.
The proposed airport is needed sooner

rather than later to accommodate the aviation needs
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of this region. The Illinois Department of
Transportation forecasts that by 2010, in just seven
years, the regional demand for air travel will
increase by 17.8 million passengers in the Chicago
region. It's appropriate timing to prepare now and
build thig inaugural airport before that surge and
demand ccmes at the end of this decad%ésl

Today's hearing is important because 1t
shows the FAA, the Federal Aviation Administration,
for continued progress on this project.rsz urge swift
completion of this phase of planning so¢ that locally
led effort to build this airport may continue to move
forwarEtJ,Will County, under the leadership of County
executive Joe Mikan, 1is proactively moving the ball
forward working closely with the FAA and Illinois
Department of Transportation officials to ensure that
this airport is built and built well.

Will County has alsc requested a sponsoring
role with the State of Illinois.“i;:is estimated
that in addition to the benefits to aviation
capacity, the planned Will County south suburban
alrport will create approximately 250,000 new jobs in
this region, 55,000 of which will be direct

employment by the airport. These jobs will generate

93/\5
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approximately $9 billion in new wages, and an
estimated 54 billion will be spent by visitors te the
south suburpi;l

Let me reiterate in summary. F;bfully

support the kbuilding of the Will County south

suburban third airport locally led by Will County in ;L

partnership with the Federal Aviation Administration,
the Illinois Department of Transportation and all
interested partieial
I want to thank the FAA for holding this
important hearing today and urge you to move forward
expeditiously with the planned development cof the
scouth suburban third airport.
Thank you for the opportunity to present
testimony.
MR. REWERTS: Thank vou.
CONGRESSMAN WELLER: Thank vyou.
MR. REWERTS: We'll take a five-minute break and
come back just shortly after 5:00 o'clock.
(A short break was had.)
MR. REWERTS: May I have your attention, please?
We're golng to start again.
The next speaker ig Nelson Collins. He

will be followed by Karen Cassin.

v
q/é
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RAEPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF

B-19]
Mzr. Denis R. Rewerts
Federal Aviation Administration
Chicapgo Airports District Office, Room 320
2300 East Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, TL 60018

RE:  Scoping Comments on the Notice of Intent to Prepare a Tiered Environmental Tmpact
Statement for the Construction and Operation of Tnaugural Airport Facifities by the State
of Nlinois for the South Suburban Airport, Will County, Hlinois

Decar Mr. Rewerts:

In accordance with our responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, and in anticipation of reviewing the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Inaugural Airport Fagilities in Will County, THinots, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Notice of Intent (NOT) to prepare an
EIS and the Scoping Document dated December 2003. We have also attended the

December 3, 2003, scoping meeting in University Park, Illinois.

As indicated in the NOI and in the scoping mectings, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
has decided to prepare a Ticr 2 ELS for development of an maugural airport at the South
Suburban Atrport {(SSA) site in Will County, Ulinois. An earlier Tier 1 EIS was prepared by
FAA to address approval for the potential future supplemental air carrier airport. That EIS
considered the location of the. SSA facility and the acquisition of land by the state of lllinois.
The Record of Decision (ROD) for that Tier 1 EIS was signed on July 12, 2002. The proposed
Federal action under consideration in this Tier 2 EIS is approval ol an airport layout plan (ALP),
development, construction, certification, and operation of an inaugural air carrier airport at the
site selected in the Tier 1 ROD. The purpose of the project, as stated in the scoping taterials, is
to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and anticipated demands for air carricr,
special and general cargo, general aviation, and corporate aviation usc in the suburban area of
Chicago.

The Inaugural Airport Program ([AP) that is being proposed by the State of Illinois for FAA’s
consideration consists of four major components: (1) A ncw east-west runway, (2) a new arline
terminal, (3) new air cargo facihities, and (4) new general aviation facilities. Included in these
components js the single runway capable of accommodating air carricr operations (i.e.
commercial flights), associated taxiways, air traffic controf facilities, and navigational aids, as
wel) as terminal facilities needed for commercial flights, automobile parking, acccss roadways
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from Intersiate 57, and cargo lacilities (hangars and cargo operator facilities), and general and
corporate aviation facilities (hangars), among other things.

FAA has stated that they will look at a range of alternatives in their forthcoming EIS, including,
the No Action Alternative, the Sponsor’s Proposed Action alternative, alternative Inaugural
atrport development at the Ticr 1 site, the use of other existing airports, other modcs of
transportation, and dernand management alicrnatives. \As this project progresses and planning
becomes more refined and specific, we would appreciafe the opportunity to work with FAA on
providing additional, more specific guidance as it relates to this pmje@ E_s SCOpiNg progresses,
EPA will look to FAA for clarification in the following areas:

Relationship between the (O’ Hare Modernization Program (OMP) to SSA

At the time of the scoping of the Tier 1 EIS for SSA, FPA was under the impression that the
Tier 2 EIS would, in part, address the guestion of how and where the region’s aviation capacity is
going to be developed. Given the fact that the O'Hare Modcrnization Program is also
progressing at this time, questions remain ahout whether both proposals (OMP and SSA) arc
proceeding 1o address the same nced. EPA has brought this issue up during the O’Hare scoping
process; it is also relevant here in this analysis. We believe that FAA will need to explain what
the relationship between this OMP EIS and the Tier 2 EIS for SSA would be. We believe FAA
should discuss to what extent these airports could fulfill the same need. How each airport would
fit into the regional aviation system is an important consideration. A key aspect of this issue is
forecasting future aviation enplanements, especially future commercial aviation needs. We
helieve the forthcoming EIS should focus on how the Terminal Area Forecasts (TAF) are
generated for a not-yet-cxisting airpoit.

As we have stated during the O’Harce scoping process, we belicve it is imperative for the FAA to.
use forecasts for SSA that are reasonable and consistent with forccasts that are being used for the
O’Hare EIS. Ttis important for FAA 0 show that both sets of forecasis are rcasonable and
justified.

Alternatives

EPA believes that alternatives analysis is critical to the cvaluation of social and environmental
impacts, Clearly, environmental and social impacts, including residential and busincss
relocations, will be quite high from this project. It is very important to conduct a fll, substantive
cvaluation of project alternatives in order to avoid and/or minimize as many of these impacts. as
possible. We anticipate that a large part of this alternatives analysis process will focus on
alternative inaugural airport development options, We would like to see the DEIS identify the
minimal amount of airfield and landside facilities necded to address the purpose & need for the
project.

222
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Affected Environmen

In addition. to the general comments that we have provided above, we would like to work with
FAA on specific environmental issues that concern EPA,
Air
Eeneml and (ransportation conformity would likely apply. The Chicago ares is “nonattainment” 7 P 7
for the one-hour ozone standard, and, other criteria pollutants should he evaluated including
particulate matter, carbon monoxide and oxides of nitrogen. New standards for particulate matter

(PM, ;) and ozonc (eight-hour standard) also should be considered. Other non-criteria pollutants
should also be considered in the analysis, such as air toxics:l

@ project of this size and complexity presents an extraordinary opportunity to think creatively and -7 /8
. look for innovation in designs that have long-standing air quality benefits. We support the energy

efficient designs that are being proposed for many airports (¢.g. clectrificd gates, green building

designs) and look for similar approuaches to be used in this pr()je(?_l]

Water

Ebmpact_g to Wetlands - In order to determine, under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, that the t/k
jeast damaging practicablc alternative is selected for implementation, we will nced a clear ‘ (,\/
description of the amount, type, function, and quality of wetlands in the area. Additionally, we

expect that FAA would document efforts to avoid and minimize wetland losses, and include
conﬁ)tual plans for how they plan to mitigate for unavoidable losses to wetland impacts in the
EIS.

0

@c:icin and Snow Removal Impacts - Deicing and snow removal practices have the potential to
causc sipnificant impacts to receiving water bodies. The EIS should describe what practices are
being proposed to minimize these impacts from deicing and snow removal opcrations:[

Effects on Land Use

EPA has been working with other Federal Agencies on the development of analytical methods to //]
assess likely land use impacts resulting from transportation infrastructure projects. This topic is

important one for EPA becanse of its relationship to environmental impacts.| We believe that the

inaugural airport facilities proposed for SSA will influence land use patterns in the arca. These

possible consequences need to be evaluated as fully as possible in the forthcoming EIS. We

would like to discuss this issue further with FAA1
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide these scoping comments 10 you,EWe consider this a very

significant project for our Region. We are prepared to work with you as the project progresses to L{ b/
ensure that environmental impacts are fully evaluated and minimized and that appropriate 3"
alternatives are considered. If FAA envisions a more specific role for EPA in the development or

review of this EIS, please Iet us know. Because of the significance of this project, we would

appreciate uny details that you can share regarding major project milestones, revicw time limits,

and other expectations that you have of us.

If you have any questions on our comments, please contact Sherry Kamke. Sherry can be reached
by phone at (312) 353-5794 and by e-mail at: kamke.sherry@cpa.gov.

Sinccerely yours,
/M//

Kenneth A, Westigke, Chief
Environmental /Bfannjng and Evaluation Branch
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Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration

Chicago Airports District Office, Room 320
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

RE:  Scoping Comments on the Notice of Intent to Prepare a Tiered Environmental Impact
Statement for the Construction and Operation of Inaugural Airport Facilities by the State
of Illinois for the South Suburban Airport, Will County, Illinois

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

In accordance with our responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, and in anticipation of reviewing the Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) for the Inaugural Airport Facilities in Will County, Illinois, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an
EIS and the Scoping Document dated December 2003. We have also attended the -

December 3, 2003, scoping meeting in University Park, Illinois. '

As indicated in the NOI and in the scoping meetings, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
has decided to prepare a Tier 2 EIS for development of an inaugural airport at the South
Suburban Airport (SSA) site in Will County, Illinois. An earlier Tier 1 EIS was prepared by
FAA to address approval for the potential future supplemental air carrier airport. That EIS
considered the location of the SSA facility and the acquisition of land by the state of Illinois.
The Record of Decision (ROD) for that Tier 1 EIS was signed on July 12, 2002. The proposed
Federal action under consideration in this Tier 2 EIS is approval of an airport layout plan (ALP),
development, construction, certification, and operation of an inaugural air carrier airport at the
site selected n the Tier 1 ROD. The purpose of the project, as stated in the scoping materials, is
to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and anticipated demands for air carrier,
special and general cargo, general aviation, and corporate aviation use in the suburban area of
Chicago.

The Inaugural Airport Program (IAP) that is being proposed by the State of Illinois for FAA’s
consideration consists of four major components: (1) A new east-west runway, (2) a new airline
terminal, (3) new air cargo facilities, and (4) new general aviation facilities. Included in these
components is the single runway capable of accommodating air carrier operations (i.e.
commercial flights), associated taxiways, air traffic control facilities, and havigational aids, as
well as terminal facilities needed for commercial flights, automobile parking, access roadways
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from Interstate 57, and cargo facilities (hangars and cargo operator facilities), and general and
corporate aviation facilities (hangars), among other things.

FAA has stated that they will look at a range of alternatives in their forthcoming EIS, including,
the No Action Alternative, the Sponsor’s Proposed Action alternative, alternative Inaugural
airport development at the Tier 1 site, the use of other existing airports, other modes of

transportation, and demand management alternatives.fAs this project progresses and planning >3-4

becomes more refined and specific, we would appreciate the opportunity to work with FAA on
providing additional, more specific guidance as it relates to this project.y’As scoping progresses,
EPA will look to FAA for clarification in the following areas:

Relationship between the O’Hare Modernization Program (OMP) to SSA

At the time of the scoping of the Tier 1 EIS for SSA, EPA was under the impression that the
Tier 2 EIS would, in part, address the question of how and where the region’s aviation capacity is
going to be developed. Given the fact that the O’Hare Modernization Program is also
progressing at this time, questions remain about whether both proposals (OMP and SSA) are
proceeding to address the same need. EPA has brought this issue up during the O’Hare scoping
process; it is also relevant here in this analysis. We believe that FAA will need to explain what
the relationship between this OMP EIS and the Tier 2 EIS for SSA would be. We believe FAA
should discuss to what extent these airports could fulfill the same need. How each airport would
fit into the regional aviation system is an important constderation. A key aspect of this issue is
forecasting future aviation enplanements, especially future commercial aviation needs. We
believe the forthcoming EIS should focus on how the Terminal Area Forecasts (TAF) are
generated for a not-yet-existing airport.

As we have stated during the O’Hare scoping process, we believe it is imperative for the FAA to
use forecasts for SSA that are reasonable and consistent with forecasts that are being used for the
O’Hare EIS. It is important for FAA to show that both sets of forecasts are reasonable and
justified.

Alternatives

EPA believes that alternatives analysis is critical to the evaluation of social and environmental
impacts. Clearly, environmental and social impacts, including residential and business
relocations, will be quite high from this project. It is very important to conduct a full, substantive
evaluation of project alternatives in order to avoid and/or minimize as many of these impacts as
possible. We anticipate that a large part of this alternatives analysis process will focus on
alternative inaugural airport development options. We would like to see the DEIS identify the
minimal amount of airfield and landside facilities needed to address the purpose & need for the

project. |

1326
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Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences

In addition to the general comments that we have provided above, we would like to work with
FAA on specific environmental issues that concern EPA.

Air

r_(-};neral and transportation conformity would likely apply. The Chicago area is “nonattainment™
for the one-hour ozone standard, and, other criteria pollutants should be evaluated including
particulate matter, carbon monoxide and oxides of nitrogen. New standards for particulate matter
(PM, ;) and ozone (eight-hour standard) also should be considered. Other non-criteria pollutants
should aiso be considered in the analysis, such as air toxic§._4

7-1

rx_project of this size and complexity presents an extraordinary opportunity to think creatively and
look for innovation in designs that have long-standing air quality benefits. We support the energy
efficient designs that are being proposed for many airports (e.g. electrified gates, green building
designs) and look for similar approaches to be used in this projcct._l

‘)_

Water

ﬁnpacts to Wetlands - In order to determine, under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, that the
least damaging practicable alternative is selected for implementation, we will need a clear
description of the amount, type, function, and quality of wetlands in the area. Additionally, we
expect that FAA would document efforts to avoid and minimize wetland losses, and include
conceptual plans for how they plan to mitigate for unavoidable losses to wetland impacts in the

EIS_.J

rBeicin and Snow Removal Impacts - Deicing and snow removal practices have the potential to -2D
cause significant impacts to receiving water bodies. The EIS should describe what practices are
being proposed to minimize these impacts from deicing and snow removal operations. |

-

Effects on Land Use

EPA has been working with other Federal Agencies on the development of analytical methods to

assess likely land use impacts resulting from transportation infrastructure projects. This topic is
important one for EPA because of its relationship to environmental impacts.'LVTfe believe that the
inaugural airport facilities proposed for SSA will influence land use pattemns in the area. These 4- 7
possible consequences need to be evaluated as fully as possible in the forthcoming EIS. We

would like to discuss this issue further with FAAJ
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide these scoping comments to you.r;Ve consider this a very
significant project for our Region. We are prepared to work with you as the project progresses to

ensure that environmental impacts are fully evaluated and minimized and that appropriate L3 —Lf5
alternatives are considered. If FAA envisions a more specific role for EPA in the development or

review of this EIS, please let us know. Because of the significance of this project, we would

appreciate any details that you can share regarding major project milestones, review time limits,

and other expectations that you have of us. |

If you have any questions on our comments, please contact Sherry Kamke. Sherry can be reached
by phone at (312) 353-5794 and by e-mail at: kamke.sherry@epa.gov.

Sincerely yours,
»

Kenneth A. WestlgKe, Chief

Environmental Planning and Evaluation Branch
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Mr. Denis R. Rewerts
Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office, Room 320
2300 East Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60018

RE:  Scoping Comments on the Notice of Intent to Prepare a Tiered Environmental Impact
Statement for the Construction and Operation of Inaugural Airport Facilities by the State
of Ilinois for the South Suburban Airport, Will County, Illinois

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

In accordance with our responsibilities under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and
Section 309 of the Clean Air Act, and in anticipation of reviewing the Environmental ¥mpact
Statement (EIS) for the Inaugural Airport Facilities in Will County, Iilinois, the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has reviewed the Notice of Intent (NOI) to prepare an
EIS and the Scoping Document dated December 2003. We have also attended the

December 3, 2003, scoping meeting in University Park, Illinois. ‘

As indicated in the NOI and in the scoping meetings, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
has decided to prepare a Tier 2 EIS for development of an inaugural airport at the South
Suburban Airport (SSA) site in Will County, [llinois. An earlier Tier 1 EIS was prepared by
FAA to address approval for the potential future supplemental air carrier airport. That EIS
considered the location of the SSA facility and the acquisition of land by the state of Illinois.
The Record of Decision (ROD) for that Tier 1 EIS was signed on July 12, 2002. The proposed
Federal action under consideration in this Tier 2 EIS is approval of an airport layout plan (ALP),
development, construction, certification, and operation of an inaugural air carrier airport at the
site selected in the Tier 1 ROD. The purpose of the project, as stated in the scoping materials, is
to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and anticipated demands for air carrier,
special and general cargo, general aviation, and corporate aviation use in the suburban area of
Chicago.

The Inaugural Airport Program (IAP) that is being proposed by the State of Illinois for FAA’s
consideration consists of four major components: (1) A new east-west runway, (2) a new airline
terminal, (3) new air cargo facilities, and (4) new general aviation facilities. Included in these
components is the single runway capable of accommeodating air carrier operations (i.e.
commercial flights), associated taxiways, air traffic control facilities, and navigational aids, as
well as terminal facilities needed for commercial flights, automobile parking, access roadways
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from Interstate 57, and cargo facilities (hangars and cargo operator facilities), and general and
corporate aviation facilities (hangars), among other things.

FAA has stated that they will look at a range of alternatives in their forthcoming EIS, including,
the No Action Alternative, the Sponsor’s Proposed Action alternative, alternative Inaugural
airport development at the Tier 1 site, the use of other existing airports, other modes of
transportation, and demand management altematives.f As this project progresses and planning
becomes more refined and specific, we would appreciate the opportunity to work with FAA on
providing additional, more specific guidance as it relates to this project.y’As scoping progresses,
EPA will look to FAA for clarification in the following areas:

Relationship between the Q’Hare Modernization Program {OMP) to SSA

At the time of the scoping of the Tier 1 EIS for SSA, EPA was under the impression that the
Tier 2 EIS would, in part, address the question of how and where the region’s aviation capacity is
going to be developed. Given the fact that the O’Hare Modernization Program is also
progressing at this time, questions remain about whether both proposals (OMP and SSA) are
proceeding to address the same need. EPA has brought this issue up during the O’Hare scoping
process; it is also relevant here in this analysis. We believe that FAA will need to explain what
the relationship between this OMP EIS and the Tier 2 EIS for SSA would be. We believe FAA
should discuss to what extent these airports could fulfill the same need. How each airport would
fit into the regional aviation system is an important consideration. A key aspect of this issue is
forecasting future aviation enplanements, especially future commercial aviation needs. We
believe the forthcoming EIS should focus on how the Terminal Area Forecasts (TAF) are
generated for a not-yet-existing atrport.

As we have stated during the O’ Hare scoping process, we believe it is imperative for the FAA to
use forecasts for SSA that are reasonable and consistent with forecasts that are being used for the
O’Hare EIS. It is important for FAA to show that both sets of forecasts are reasonable and
justified.

Alternatives

EPA believes that alternatives analysis is critical to the evaluation of social and environmental
impacts. Clearly, environmental and social impacts, including residential and business
relocations, will be quite high from this project. It is very important to conduct a full, substantive
evaluation of project alternatives in order to avoid and/or minimize as many of these impacts as
possible. We anticipate that a large part of this alternatives analysis process will focus on
alternative inaugural airport development options. We would like to see the DEIS identify the
minimal amount of airfield and landside facilities needed to address the purpose & need for the

project. }
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Affected Environment/Environmental Consequences

In addition to the general comments that we have provided above, we would like to work with
FAA on specific environmental issues that concern EPA.

Air

rG’E:neral and transportation conformity would likely apply. The Chicago area is “nonattainment”
for the one-hour ozone standard, and, other criteria pollutants should be evaluated including
particulate matter, carbon monoxide and oxides of nitrogen. New standards for particulate matter
(PM, ) and ozone (eight-hour standard) also should be considered. Other non-criteria pollutants
should also be considered in the analysis, such as air toxicg.._d

-1

rz-project of this size and complexity presents an extraordinary opportunity to think creatively and
look for innovation in designs that have long-standing air quality benefits. We support the energy
efficient designs that are being proposed for many airports (e.g. electrified gates, green building
designs) and look for similar approaches to be used in this project._l

Water

ﬁngacts to Wetlands - In order to determine, under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, that the
least damaging practicable alternative is selected for implementation, we will need a clear
description of the amount, type, function, and quality of wetlands in the area. Additionally, we
expect that FAA would document efforts to avoid and minimize wetland losses, and include
conceptual plans for how they plan to mitigate for unavoidable losses to wetland impacts in the

EIS __l

r];eicin and Snow Removal Impacts - Deicing and snow removal practices have the potential to q- 2D
cause significant impacts to receiving water bodies. The EIS should describe what practices are
being proposed to minimize these impacts from deicing and snow removal operations. J

4~

Effects on Land Use

EPA has been working with other Federal Agencies on the development of analytical methods to

assess likely land use impacts resulting from transportation infrastructure projects. This topic is
important one for EPA because of its relationship to environmental impacts.#’\?“fc believe that the
inangural airport facilities proposed for SSA will influence land use patterns in the area. These Y- 7
possible consequences need to be evaluated as fully as possible in the forthcoming EIS. We

would like to discuss this issue further with FA{\_.J
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Thank you for the opportunity to provide these scoping comments to youme consider this a very
significant project for our Region. We are prepared to work with you as the project progresses to

ensure that environmental impacts are fully evaluated and minimized and that appropriate ;L?) - Lf 5
alternatives are considered. If FAA envisions a more specific role for EPA in the development or

review of this EIS, please let us know. Because of the significance of this project, we would

appreciate any details that you can share regarding major project milestones, review time limits,

and other expectations that you have of us.

If you have any questions on our comments, please contact Sherry Kamke. Sherry can be reached
by phone at (312) 353-5794 and by e-mail at: kamke.sherry@epa.gov.

Sincerely yours,
7

Kenneth A. WestlagKe, Chief

Environmental Planning and Evaluation Branch
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COMMENT SHEET

FAA SCOPING MEETING
December 3, 2003
South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement

Please state your comments clearly and concisely regarding the Environmental Impact

Statement:
PLEASE PRINT
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

100 North Senate Avenue
Room N755 gS 00002
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2228
(317) 232-5533 FAX: (317) 232-0238

An Equal Opportunity Employer @ htip://www.in.gov/dot

JOSEPH E. KERNAN, Governor I“T.L_”}Io T
J. BRYAN NICOL, Commissioner D v U Writer’s Direct Line
[‘aff: '7! [<Bitith i
December 3, 2003 d L0 6 003
Mr. Denis R. Rewerts BY __:__;_____j

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, Illinois 60018

RE: South Suburban Airport Tier 2 EIS
Dear Mr. Rewerts:

I am writing in regards to the recent announcement concerning the Tier 2 EIS-Agency Scoping
meeting on the proposed South Suburban Airport. The Indiana Department of Transportation is
currently preparing its comments on the above noted EIS scoping meeting for the South Suburban
Airport.

While we are not able to attend the meetm%lon December 3, 2003, INDOT will provide formal
comments for the EIS record before the 19" of December for your consideration in the development of
this project.

EINDOT believes that the Gary/Chicago Airport must be fully and completely considered as part of any -7
proposed airport planning process in the region. We trust you will offer full consideration to the
Gary/Chicago Airport and our comments. "} [~ A

Sincerely,

7 i

J. Bryan Nicol
Commissioner




Illinois Nature Preserves

One Natural Resources Way
Springfield, 1L 62702-1271 o
217/785-8686 S e

December 8, 2003 S e N
* r]\\_\}u

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts S i
Federal Aviation Administration T P
Chicago Airports District Office o s
2300 East Devon Avenue Mo
DesPlaines, IL 60018 “

Re: Tier 2 EIS/Agency Scoping Process/South Suburban Airport
Dear Mr. Rewerts:

The Illinois Nature Preserves Commission (INPC) is mandated under the Illinois Natural Areas
Preservation Act (525 ILCS 30) (the Act) to establish, manage and protect a statewide system of
nature preserves, According to Section 14 of the Act, “nature preserves are held in trust...for the
benefit of the people ot the State of present and future generations. Areas dedicated as nature
preserves are hereby declared to be put to their highest, best and most important use for the
public benefit. They may not be taken under power of eminent domain or by other means...”.
Areas dedicated as nature preserves are afforded the highest level of legal protection in the State.

mo nature preserves dedicated under the Act may be negatively impacted by the construction,
maintenance, and operation of the proposed South Suburban Airport. These nature preserves are
Raccoon Grove Nature Preserve and Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve, which are owned and
managed by the Forest Preserve District of Will County (FPDWC) Potential indirect impacts .
that need to be addressed as part of the Tier 2 Environmental Imypact Statement (EIS) include: 1) 00 i~
impacts of bio-geographic isolation of the nature preserves due to conversion of the surrounding
agricultural landscape into a highly urbanized landscape, 2) water quality issues related to
stormwater run-off and chemicals used at airport facilities, 3) air pollution impacts, and 4) noise
pollution effects on wildlife and recreational visitors.

Bssessments of potential impacts to the(@)ove mentione?nature preserves should be based on the g /
proposed airport’s full build-out scenario and should include cumulative environmental impacts

from associated collateral development around the proposed airporﬂ In addition to detailed

studies of potential environmental impacts,@e EIS should include mitigation strategies fhat will

avoid and minimize impacts to Raccoon Grove and Goodenow Grove nature preserves. ‘Without [fj— 5
careful planning and adequate mitigation, it is unlikely that the proposed airport facility tould

become operational without seriously impacting the two aforementioned nature preserves. The

INPC is aware of ongoing discussions between the Illinois Department of Transportation (IDOT)

and the FPDWC intended to mitigate impacts to the dedicated nature preserves. The INPC

encourages these discussions to continue.



Denis R. Rewerts
FAA
Page 2

Staff of the INPC are available to provide IDOT and the FAA with available data regarding
Raccoon Grove and Goodenow Grove nature preserves as well as input regarding data needs and

mitigation strategies as the draft EIS is prepared. Please contact myself at the above phone
number or John Nelson at 815/385-1573.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Sincerely,

(anelpi T- Grosbel

Carolyn T. Grosboll
Director

cC: Joel Brunsvold, Director, IDNR
Tim Martin, Secretary, IDOT
Mark Pasteris, Director FPDWC
Tom Flattery, IDNR, OREP
Brian Anderson, IDNR, ORC
Steve Davis, IDNR, RRC
Steve Hamer, IDNR, RRC
John Nelson, INPC
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“| lllinois Department of
‘ Natural Resources Rod R. Blagojevich, Govemor

i| One Natural Resources Way ¢+ Springfield, Hlinois 62702-1271 Joel Brunsvold, Director
http://dnr.state.il.us :

December 15, 2003
S
Mr. Dennis R. Rewerts RE: Tier 2 EIS, Scoping
Federal Aviation Administration South Suburban Airport
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 E. Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, IL. 60018
Dear Mr. Rewerts:
~ [The Illinois Department of Natural Resources provided comments on the Tier One Draft
Environmental Impact Statement in a letter dated September 28, 2001. These comments remain 2 9= S

valid and should continue to be considered as part of the Tier Two EIS scopinngttached for
your convenience is a copy of the Department’s comments on the Tier One scoping and draft EIS
that would also apply to Tier Two.

If you have any questions on the above, please contact me at 217-785-5500.

Sincerely,

Steve Hamer

Transportation Review Program
Division of Resource Review and Coordination

Enclosure
cc: Tom Flattery; IDNR, Office Director Realty and Environmental Planning

‘Brian Anderson; IDNR, Office of Resource Conservation
Bile o , esouro Tvation

Printed on recycled and recyclable paper



ILLINOIS

DEPARTMENT OF

NATURAL RESOURCES

524 South Second Street, Springfield 62701-1787 George H. Ryan, Governor @ Brent Manning, Director

September 28, 2001

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts :
Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is in receipt of the Federal Aviation
Administration’s Tier 1 Draft Environmental Impact Statement {DEIS) for FAA site approval and
land acquisition by the State of Illinois for a potential supplemental air carrier airport to serve the
greater Chicago region. The DNR has reviewed the DEIS and has the following conclusions and
comments:

. Ff’he DNR supports the Tier 1 conclusion regarding site approval in Section 3.4 thaté_h’e 1 3
Will County site is the preferred altemativa This is consistent with the DNR’s comments . ..
on the alternatives previously stated in letters from Mr. Tom Flattery to Mr. Denis
Rewerts, dated September 12, 2000 and from Mr. Carl Becker to Mr. Bob York, dated
March 31, 1997.

. &he DNR agrees with the conclusions of the Tier 1 DEIS regarding land acquisition for -3
the inaugural and ultimate alternatives that they will have no impacts on DOT Section 303
( ¢) and Section 6 (f) lands, biotic comminities, endangered and threatened species,
wetlands and ﬂoodplains_.‘l

. [While the DNR has no reservations about the acquisition of land for the project, we |} @ -/
remain concerned about the primary and secondary impacts of the construction and
operation of the supplemental air carrier airport,){induced secondary impacts of the South
Suburban Airport will, in the opinion of the DNR, have the greatest impacts on natural ,
resources and outdoor recreation in the region. The induced secondary impacts of this /0~ 3
project will affect wetlands, streams, floodplains, endangered and threatened species, open
space, natural areas, fish and wildlife habitat, hunting, fishing, and the supply of outdoor
recreation lands relative to future demandj E_gubsequcnt Tier EIS needs to identify how
the public will be fairly compensated for the loss of natural and outdoor recreation 25~ /
resources, through avoidance, minimization, mitigation, compensation, protection and
replacement of open space, natural areas, Illinois nature preserves, fish and wildlife habitat
and outdoor recreation lands. )

[printed on recycled and recyclable paper)




Table 5.10-4 lists the loggerhead shrike a federal “C2” species. The Category 2

classification was eliminated from the federal listing system several years ago. E he

loggerhead shrike has no formal federal status at this time,

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the Tier 1 DEIS.

CC:

Brent Manning
Kirk Brown

Jim Garner

Jim Riemer
Brian Anderson
Kirby Cottrell
Diane Hendren
Carl Becker
Carolyn Grosboll
Steve Davis
Terry Schaddel
Mark Thompson

= Yo et

Sincerely,

Tom Flattery, Office D fg'
Realty and Environmentdl Planning

0gT 2001

Received
Natural Heritage

[1-1
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Timothy Martin
Secretary cof Transportation
State of Illinois Department of Transportation

Thank you. I would like tco take this opportunity
te thank the FaA for conducting this scoping meeting. It's
an exciting time for aviation in Illinois. I'm not sure how
many states can say that there are two major aviation
projects going on gimultanecusly.
Governor Blagojevich has stated that he believes
South Suburban Airport should be built for a number of
reasons: First, we believe that there's a demonstrated need
for this airport, even with the eventual completion of the
QO'Hare Modernization Program, even when Midway Airport ],_L{
reaches its capacity, even with the expansion of service to
Rockford Airport, and even with the proposed improvements to
the Gary-Chicago Airport. Once there is agreement on
projections of landings éhd take-offs, we believe that
greater interest will be shown by a number of people,
organizations and the airline industr¥:j
Second,lgie proposed Scuth Suburban Airport will ﬂ '2L:L
bring much needed censtruction and economic activity to the ;L
Southern Suburbs in the Chicagoland areéj [EZ?ernor
Blagojovich has developed the Opportunity Returns Program

which is focused on developing projects and programs which

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 9
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will bring jobs and economic growth to regions throughout the
state of Illineois. While this project may not have an
immediate impact on the economy in this area, it will have
long-term benefits to the entire South Suburban arei;J
Third,Izhere appears to a consensus to build this

airport. While there is discussion on how best to build the
airport, it is just that, discussion on how to bring the
airport to an opening quickly. There are however those who
would rather leave this area as it is now. The concerns of
these people who are against the airport should not be taken
iightly, and we believe that the process we are embarking on
will address the issues fairly and adequately:J

-r;ﬂwould also like to discuss how the State of
Illinois views the South Suburban Airport as it relates to
the O'Hare Modernization Plan. Governor Blagojevich has
strongly supported the bill passed by the Illinois General
Assembly in May 2003. Tﬂe Governor, the Speaker of the House
of Representatives, members of Congress and the Illinois
General Assembly have all stated that the success of the
State of Illinois is partially based on the success of the
O'Hare Modernizaticn Plan. Given these two factors, progress
of the environmental and design studies for the O'Hare
Modernization Plan should take precedence in the process.

The State of Illinois believes that the progress of

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 10
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these two projects should be kept separate. While we
understand that there may be common elements, these should be
coordinated and there should be no combination of the
studies. The combination of the studies we believe would
most likely delay both projects with probable negative
impacts A

IDOT isg considering the development of a
public/private process which would result in the construction
and operation of this airport. Should the process that we
are starting teoday lead to an approval of construction for
the airport, the partners in this authority should be made up
of the governmental agencies in South Suburban Coock and Will
Counties.

[;;e State of Illincis fully supports this process
and loovks forward to being a key sponsor in the developmernt
of this airport. | Thank vou very much for your time.

MR. REWERTS: fhank you, Mr. Martin.

We have two microphones here, so what I am going to
do is I'm geoing to call two names so we can have cone person
speak and the other person ready to speak so that will move
things along a little guicker. S5So the first speaker is

Timothy O'Donnell, and the next speaker will be Paul Lohmann.

Funice Sachs & Associates (708)708-0500 11

239
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INDIANA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
100 North Senate Avenue 12[30 65
Room N755
Indianapolis, Indiana 46204-2249
(317) 232-5533 FAX: (317) 232-0238
An Equal Opportunity Employer ® http://www.in.gov/dot

JOSEPH E. KERNAN, Governor

J. BRYAN NICOL, Commissioner Writer’s Direct Line
December 17, 2003 EGELUE
pEC 12 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, [Hlinois 60018

Dear Mr. Rewerts,

I am writing to provide comments for the record, from the Indiana Department of Transportation,
pertaining to the Tier 2 South Suburban Airport EIS agency scoping meeting. The attached comments
focus on two areas: purpose and need, and specific environmental impacts which must be addressed in
the EIS.

ﬁe State of Indiana has consistently stated that the need for the so-called South Suburban Airport has
not been adequately established. These comments are centered on the fact that current and planned
developments at existing airports in the region (Gary/Chicago, O’Hare, and Midway) have not been
sufficiently studied to determine if changes in these facilities can alone handle the air travel demands
of the region. This has become even more apparent as progress on the O’Hare Modernization program
since the publication of the Tier 1 Final EIS (FEIS) for the South Suburban Airport makes some basic ‘ - E 7
assumptions in the alternatives section of the Tier 1 FEIS obsolete.

However, if this study is continued in light of such discrepancies existing about its purpose and need,
the study must address and eliminate any negative impacts on existing airport facilities including the
Gary/Chicago Airport. Preliminary analysis demonstrates that this project will directly and negatively
impact the airspace for future operations at existing facilities such as the Gary/Chicago Airport, and
this fact must be addressed and remedied before any approval should be given to a South Suburban

Airpou

Should you have any questions regarding these comments, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
7_ 84,’ — 37!\( ,70
J. Bryan Nicol

Commissioner



INDOT Comments
Tier 2: Environmental Impact Statement scoping meeting

Purpose and Need:

Tﬁer 1 EIS Section 3.2.1.4, Pg 3-10
“While the demand for air transportation services is projected to continue its growth in
the greater Chicago region, few plans exist for providing additional airport capacity.
Of the airports in the greater Chicago region, including O’Hare, Midway, and
Gary/Chicago Airport, airfield capacity projects are only being considered at O’Hare.”

This statement is now inaccurate. Expansion projects at Gary/Chicago are currently
under environmental review, with an approved ALP already in place. In addition, a
feasibility study (01-AGL-404-NRA) has been performed for future, substantial
capacity enhancements. This expansion must be addressed in the Tier 2 analysis of the
South Suburban Airport project in order for the purpose and need to be defendable.

The final, revised Airport Layout Plan for O'Hare, including extensive capacity
improvements, was submitted in October, 2003 and is proceeding through the approval
process. Detailed environmental analysis of the O’Hare Modernization Program is
being performed and a draft Environmental Impact Statement is forthcoming.

As with the improvements being developed for the Gary/Chicago Airport, the TIER 1
EIS for the South Suburban Airport did not include these developments at O’Hare
because they were at a preliminary stage when the study was completed.

————

Tier 1 EIS Section 3.2.1.4, Pg 3-10

Referring to the O’Hare modernization program:

“This concept has not been submitted to the FAA for approval, nor has it been
subjected to airspace and environmental reviews. Construction of new runways at
O’Hare would require a new and separate environmental impact statement...”

| When the need for a new airport is based on a regional capacity demands, the study of

'the various regional components cannot be studied separately, but must be studied
together in detail with current data. Since the Tier 1 EIS, expansion at O’Hare is no
longer conceptual, and must be included in the analysis of the South Suburban Airport
environmental documents.

In addition, the analysis still relies on data from the Chicago Airport Capacity Study
from 1986 and the Illinois-Indiana Regional Airport study. This information was
collected in 1991, and is now 2 years older than when we first commented on the
outdated qualities of the data. The State of Indiana continues to object to the use of old
data in the Tier 1 EIS and the lack of thorough investigation of whether existing
facilities can meet future capacity requirements. This thorough assessment of need
must now be included in the Tier 2 study. |

[-35



Scoping:

(/It_is critical that the TIER 2 EIS assess potential conflicts with existing airport airspace

for Gary/Chicago, O’Hare and Midway Airports. Preliminary analysis has shown the

very real potential for operations at the new airport to interfere with operations on 23 -/&
Runway 2 at Gary/Chicago. Potential impacts to all approaches to Gary/Chicago must

be evaluated in this phase of the study. |

Since its inception, over $20 Million in Federal and State funds have been invested in
Gary/Chicago International Airport. [An airport which will not begin construction for
some time, if ever, should not be allowed to interfere with existing operations or the
long term expansion plans of Gary/Chicago or any other existing facility. 23 3
It is imperative that the Tier 2 EIS includes a thorough airspace study and provides
documentation that this proposed airport will not negatively impact Gary/Chicago,

O’Hare or Midway airports or future development at these locationi.,&
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December 19, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, [llinois 60018

Re: South Suburban Airport Tier 2 EIS Scoping Study

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

The Hlinois Environmental Protection Agency (Illinois EPA) appreciates the opportunity

to provide input on the Scoping Study for the preparation of the Draft Environmental

Impact Study (Draft EIS) for the construction and operation of the Inaugural Airport

Program for the South Suburban Airport located in Will County, Illinois. [As the state

agency responsible for environmental protection, we are concerned about the 4o-5
environmental impact of the South Suburban Airport not only in the immediate vicinity

but also on the Chicago region.| Following are issues that we believe should be

thoroughly evaluated in the Draft EIS.

The Inaugural Airport Program includes the construction of a single runway, taxiways,
passenger terminal, ground access improvements, parking, cargo handling, and other
support facilities that may impact existing wetlands within the airport footprint. r\ﬁ e
request that the Draft EIS fully address steps to be taken to mitigate the loss of both
jurisdictional and non-jurisdictional wetlands. Additionally, the Draft EIS should address
other aspects of the Clean Water Act Section 404 permitting process. We recommend, to
the extent possible, coordination of the wetland mitigation activities occurring at the
airport with those due to associated highway improvements in the immediate areg_.j
[Stormwater management procedures should be thoroughly discussed for both
construction activities and subsequent operation of the airport. Stormwater management
should include but not be limited to erosion and sediment control, and flood contrel. In- ?/ { Z

(Ll,l/«\_

ROCKFORD — 4302 North Main Street, Rockford, IL 63103 — (815) 987-7760 *  DEs Praines ~ 9511 W. Harrison St., Des Plaines, 1L 60016 - (847) 294-4000
ELGIN - 595 South State, Elgin, 1L 60123 - {847) 608-3131 ¢ Proria - 5415 N. University St., Peoria, IL 61614 - (309) 693-5463
BuREALI OF LAND - PEGRIA — 7620 N. University 5L., Peoria, IL 61614 - {309) 693-5462 » CRAMPAIGN — 2125 South First Street, Champaign, Il 61820 - (217) 278-5800
SPRINGFIELD — 4500 S, Sixth Street Rd., Springfield, IL 62706 - (217) 786-6892 = CouwNsviLLE — 2009 Mall Street, Collinsville, IL 62234 — (618) 346-5120
MARICN — 2309 W. Main St., Suile 116, Marion, IL 62959 — {618} 993-7200
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addition, procedures for the management of runway and aircraft deicing compounds
should be detailed including the expected types, quantities, and disposition of used
compounds. |

r Removal of existing structures and construction of the airport facilities may also result in
the generation of hazardous wastes. We request that the Draft EIS fully discuss the g” l
planned methods for dealing with any such wastes generated or uncovered during the
development and later operation of the ajrpory

fNoise is always a concem for citizens living near an airport. We request that the Draft
EIS include detailed information on the anticipated number of flights, the type of aircraft g - 19
operating at the airport, and their projected impact on noise levels in the affected areas.)

rT—he' South Suburban Airport is located in a region that is classified as nonattainment for
the 1-hour ozone national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS). Air quality monitoring
data indicates that the region is also in violation of the new 8-hour ozone and PM2.5
(particulate matter less than or equal to 2.5 microns in diameter) standards. Will County
will likely be included in the designated nonattainment boundaries for those pollutants.
For these reasons, the Draft EIS should contain detailed air pollutant emissions estimates
reflecting construction, initial operation and anticipated peak operation of the proposed
airport configuration. These analyses should be conducted for each year and include both
summer weekday and annual emissions estimates for volatile organic compounds 7_ l G\
(“VOC™}, oxides of nitrogen {“NOx”), carbon monoxide (“CO”) sulfur dioxide (“S02”),
and both PM10 and PM2.5. Roadway intersection analyses for CO should also be
performed to assure that anticipated levels of motor vehicle traffic do not cause a
violation of the one-hour CO standard.

In addition to these pollutants, we recommend that, to the extent possible, the analysis
include projected emissions of both VOC- and PM-related hazardous air pollutants. We
understand that emissions estimation methodologies for these pollutants may not be as
well developed as for the criteria pollutants, but we believe that, due to the potential
health impacts resulting from these emissions, they should be included in your analysis.
The Illinois EPA also encourages you to incorporate into the airport design and operation,
equipment or procedures intended to minimize emissions of these harmful emissiog

If you have any questions, or would like to arrange a meeting to further discuss these
comments please contact Mike Rogers at 217 524-4408.

Si A

Renee Cipnafio
Director
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WILL COUNTY BOARD

WILL COUNTY OFFICE BUILDING ¢ 302 NORTH CHICAGC STREET v JOUIET, H LINDIS 60431

December 3, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 Bast Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL. 60018

Subject: SSA Tier 2 EIS/Inaugural Airport Progeam Scoping Corﬁments

Mr.. Rewerts/FAA Officials:

Good morming, | amm Margie Woods, the Minority Leader on the Will County Board,
thank you for allowing this opportunity to comment on behalf of the Will County Board
regarding the SSA Inaugural Airport Program and Tier 2 Environmental Impact
Statement.

in 1987, the Will County Board passed its first resolution supporting our involvement in
the development of an airpott in the south suburbs of Chicagoland. Will County’s desire
for involvement in that development stemmed fro_m our understanding that the
development of an airport in our area meant not only benefits, but also that it meant that
there would be imipacts. Now that the airport site has been selected and identified within
the County of Will’s jumsdlcuon and the Tier 2 EIS begins, we have positioned ounselves
to take a leadership role in its development.

Will County government has cstablished the Will Cow.Lnty Airport Coalition to represent
the interests of our townships, communities, business'and other agencies interested in and
affected by the development of the airport. !

Will County has also either formed or is parhmpaung currently in several other forums,
or focus groups, that are working on issues a»o-..lateci with legahty land-use planning,
marketing, development and finance, open space and natural resources, and
transportation services and infrastructure pertanmng to the airport. Will County
recognizes the lmport.mce of working with many jurisdictions on tus project and we
believe in a spirit of cooperation as a means of fostenng consensus. -

We have formed a team of experts who can gl.vde the County and the Airporf Coalition
through the airport development process. . -

i
|

. | ll : . .
a iThes grofie meers ar exceeds 'rvrrng‘_uen:

standardy for 'nrj#!cd grodes.] ¢

. : s 1 - ;
i . : 5 | " I : . 1 o
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- your time,

(815) 740-4602

TUB 15:34 FAX

Will County will work as @ lcam with FAA aud IDOT toward sponsorship to insure that
the airport in Will County is developed in the most beneficial manner for our county, our
region and our siate and that all of the necessary cnvxronmental issues have been
addressed. 1‘ :

We want this EIS to address the following: J

» Trapsportation infrastructure needs and costs, mcf]udmg construction routing 271 |

o EBstimated jobs created on-site and off-site and the fiscal impacts from these jobs. ¥ ~ |

» Information on any economic development planned on-site sirport 6 ~ 1

¢ Environmental issues such as: groundwater, streatns, lakes, wetlands, floodplaius,
drinking water, storm-water, waste-water, waste dlsposal and other impacts on P
natural resources in the area | q-1 y 25 ,
Agricultural loss and it’s fiscal impacts on all taxmg bodies 15—\ 14—
Impacts on parks, preserves and conservation areas o -\ %y
How parks and preserves that currently exist on Lﬁaugural airport property car be
integrated in to the inaugural design V0~ 2

i
Mitigation plans for all impacts 1 201\
¢ How to effectively pian land-uses on property t t may be needed for tuture Za
alrport expansion .

The Will County Board feels that it is vital that the countSz be privy to all information
associated with this project end that we be part of the rnany decision-making processes
associsted with the most appropriate development of an au-port facility within our
Jurisdiction.

County staff will be subnnttmg written comments in addmon to mipe, Thank you for

Margie Woods
Minority Leader
Will County Board -
302 N. Chicago Street
Joliet, IL 60432

@oo?
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Good Morning, &5 00002

I'm Stella Zajakala, the Assessor for Will Township. As you can tell from the
maps, most of the airport would be in our township.

For the inaugural site, they are estimating a need of 4,200 acres.

So far IDOT has purchased 1,538 acres ( from willing sellers ). Now the
remaining 2600+ acres need yet to be acquired . [E)w do you think our
loyal farmers like the Deutsche's, Rudis' and the Ogalla's are going to
sit there meekly and let the state do as they please? c-2
I'm sure they're going to fight and they have the support of the rest of us

"mini-farmers”. i

| will give you some figures so that you can see how this "State Land Banking"
is affecting our townships and the county.
In the Inaugural Site IDOT has purchased 1,538 acres which has an assessed
value of $ 2,218,711, This translates to a market value of $6,653,133.
They also purchased other property !is-ted as Hardship and Protective Parcels
( in the "big footprint" site ) consisting of 201 acres with assessed value of
$600,865 or market value of $1,802,595. These two total $ 8,455,728.
Yet the state paid their "fair market value" of $ 23,049,464.
Where is this extra 15 million coming from? You guessedit! The taxpayers; ! 6 »)

t

!
~You and me. o



Now/how do these negotiations affect our tax revenues? | (-

]
——

Figuring our tax rates are anywhere between 6% and 8-12% we'll just take

alow average of 7%
On that total Assessed Value figure of $2,819,5676 the taxes figure to
approximately S‘Tg;ﬁi;vhlch will be lost annually.
The taxing bodies still provide the same services and still have to levy to
obtain the dollars they need.

f'(T—he School District, the County, the Townships, the Fire District, the Library,
The Forest Preserve, and College District all put in their levies and with the
loss of assessments, since the State is tax exempt, the shortfall will have

to be made up by, you guessed it, you and me. \ é- %
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South Suburban Airport

Inaugural Airport Program

Recorded Comments of:

Mr. Henry May

Village Trustee — Village of Monee

Transcribed by Eunice Sachs
From a DVD prepared by Mr. May
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(Start of DVD)

Henry May

Hello ladies and gentlemen, children of all ages. My name is
Henry May. And I’m here at the Greater Kankakee airport with the FAA
facility in my rear. The thing that I’'m asking is, Governor George Ryan
wants to build an airport exactly fifteen to twenty miles north of here.
And this beautiful airport exists and its runways that are only seventy-nine
feet shorter than the longest runway at Midway and I'm wondering why
he does want to do this. I mean@is 1s a very pretty airport and it’s got
plenty of expansion facilities. Why would you spend all this taxpayer / 16
money for the purpose of putting a new airport in when this one here
exists and can handle anything you wang he wants to put in a one
runway airport between Peotone.and Manteno and this airport has two
long runways. And what [ can’t understand i1s why we want to spend
millions of dollars if the land is already owned by this airport and
operating -- a beautiful operating airport, instrument landing conditions,

and as you can see right behind me <inaudible> they are on the field

<inaudible> like service stations. Let me — yeah, I’ll start -

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500



Unknown

Zoomed in —

Henry May

I can get —

Unknown

Yeah —

Henry May

Okay, as you can see ladies and gentlemen, we’re at the FAA
Station and I'll show you this wonderful new facility. There’s probably

thirty to forty employees at this station, here at Kankakee.

Now, [’m gonna pan around and show you the hugeness of this
airport. Okay. Now, we’re moving around to the front of the airport
building. They have a nice terminal here. Lake Central at one time
serviced this airport. It’s rather hard to be your own cameraman and

narrate too.
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Now, all of this land you see belongs to this Kankakee Airport.
And here we are back at the FAA facility. They’re spending quite a bit of

money just to pave the parking lot here again.

All right, ladies and gentlemen, we’re set up now in front of the
airport terminal. I mean, they have a regular terminal in there as though
they had commercial flights. This airport was originally, like I say,
serviced by Lake Central Airlines and as time progressed, they couldn’t
make any money, I guess, at it, so they stopped flying in here.@ut seems

11-”

like the State of Illinois wants to spend a lot of money to duplicate what

they’ve got her%

Plus, they’ve got an office building off to the south of this terminal
and they had the airlines and oh.man, Ropert had a big hanger here for
their aircraft when they were in here and, like I say, it’s been a very
expensive airport to build and yet they don’t use it. They just don’t use it.
I can’t understand why they wouldn’t use it for more purpose than to just
have some local flight instruction for student pilots and a few people

coming in and hangering their airplanes.
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All right, ladies and gentleman, as you see down this taxiway, it
runs probably 2,000 to 2,500 feet south of here and that starts 4 and 22
runway. Now, 4 and 22 runway is only 79 feet shorter than the longest
runway at Midway. Midway is 6,060 feet. This one is 5,979 feet long.
Then, as we came in, as I landed, we took and saw a Gulf Stream taking

off and it didn’t use but maybe two-thirds of the runway.

As you can see, as [ pan, this is a very large airport an&hy the
taxpayers are gonna foot the bill -- millions of dollars and probably a 6-~
billion or two to build another airport fifteen, twenty miles north of this
oneB~ now they’ll probably tell you the reason they do that is due to the
fact that they can’t expand this. But all they’ve got to the south and east
is farmland and to the north is the Kankakee River. So, from the
Kankakee River, they can go all the way to Chebanse, which is probably

ten miles, 1f they really needed to.

Now, as we come up here, that’s Interstate 57 that you see the
traffic on. It’s Interstate 57; it runs right on the outskirts of this airport.
And at Peotone, where they want to build the airport, it’ll probably take

ten to fifteen miles of new interstate to get there. This airport has an
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interstate next door to it. Midway -- and when you go to Midway, the
nearest interstate there has gotta be six, seven miles away. And even it’s
closer here to the interstate than O’Hare is until they build in some kind of

interstate.

You can see the traffic running along. Now, I’ve gotitona
telescopic lens, but here, as we pan back, you can see how much land this
airport takes. And now they also have another runway that they’ve got
closed right now to pave it and extend it. And it’s right down, just over

that clump of grass. And it runs northwest and southeast and it’s --

Well this is the Kankakee airport. Not a very good day though to
be shooting it. That’s the start of 22. Yes, this is the Airport of the Year
for Illinois. Beautiful airport. It’s kind of hard to keep these pictures

straight.

(Radio Transmission)

Henrv May

Said I figure five or six on the chart when I looked --
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Unknown
Somebody, turn around and say well, 55 right two miles away. So,

even though it’s two miles, that’s a half a mile.

Henry May
Yeah.

Unknown

Yeah. It’s still there.

Henry May

Yeah.

Unknown

I was saying something else when you were talking.

Henry May

Well, O’Hare -- I said that even until they build the entrances —
expressway entrances into O’Hare, you're still a mile or two away from

them.
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Unknown

Okay, and you did that with the ILS. That is the ILS from there?

Henry May

No.

Unknown

What is that there?

Henry May

That’s there --

Unknown

ILS is at the end?

Henry May

--down there. This here is what they call a rotating beacon. And

when it’s instrument conditions that’ll rotate or at night it rotates.
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Unknown

Okay.

Henry May

In other words, it has to be — during the daytime it has to be

instruments. If that’s rotating, you’ve got to file an instrument flight plan.

Unknown

Let me ask you this now, do you want to --

Henry May

Now when we take off —
Unknown
-- do you want to, after this is all taped, do you want to do anything

from a sitting position like that little studio at Channel 10 there?

(Radio Transmission)
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Henry May

Well, as you see folks, we’re getting ready to take off on Runway
22 and this is a long runway and as you notice it’s got plenty of room.
This little flight took <inaudible>. And we’re gone. And we’re airborne.

Over on this side you can only get -~

You can see we’ve still got plenty of runway to go and we’re five

hundred feet in the air. There’s your Navy plane back there <inaudible>.

(Radio Transmission)

Henry May

We're still over the runway climbing out.

(Radio Transmission)

Henry May

That’s the view looking at it northeast.

(Radio Transmission)

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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Henry May

We’re southeast of the airport, folks, and you can see the yellow

<inaudible>,

(Radio Transmission)

Henry May

They’re making -- they’re extending that runway. Now, this land
that you see east and south all belongs to this airport or can be reclaimed
by it. They can put the airport here, maybe even extend another five or

SIX runways.

Backing around and we’ll show you some more of it. Thisis a
beautiful airport. The Airport of the Year for Illinois and ILS, Instrument
25
Landing Systems. Everything is here.@l ot to mention that Interstate 57, 7

as you can see, runs right alongside of it and the Illinois Central Railroad

also doe@

There’s [-57 <inaudible>.

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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Where they want to put the Peotone airport -- they do not have any

interstate that gets them to that area. 57 is at least fifteen miles away.

Of course, if they want to spend taxpayer money that’s okay.

Well, ladies and gentlemen, I hope you enjoyed our little insight
into the Kankakee airport and you can see it’s a full service and a fairly
large airport right now. And they’ve got a lot more land around there that

not only belongs to them but could be expanded into a few farms.

This airport, really — I forgot to bring out earlier that UPS — every
morning flies a cargo plane in there and they have three or four trucks in
the morning waiting to unload it and take this UPS merchandise to the
different towns around the area. . UPS holds quite a bit of property — owns
quite a bit of property in that area, so I thought, well, that’s just a little
insight. If UPS is doing it, Federal Express and the rest of those airlines
that have nothing but freight can certainly use it and there is plenty of

space at that airport to expand and put anything they want in there.

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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Well, I hope -- and [ made a few statements earlier about the
interstate and how it runs right up along side of it. Certainly UPS knows
that, that’s why they’re using it. Also, Clifton is only five, six miles south
of there. Chebanse is ten or twelve. Odell is only a couple and yet
they’re all on the west side of the railroad or on the west side of 57, so the
airport wouldn’t even affect those towns if they would expand ten miles

south.

6 just don’t understand why we’re spending all of this money to -2
build an airport in Peotone are\a}- it’s gonna be between University Park,
Peotone and Monee, with Manteno to the south of it, and Beecher to the

east and it really doesn’t make a lot of sense.

@ here’s a lot of growth of homes and family dwellings being put up
in this area, which means that some of them will really have to go. Brand 5 A
new homes will have to be torn down to build the Peotone airport, not to

mention all the farm%

So, I really hope that you’ve got a little to digest here and see what

kind of conclusions you come toE come to the conclusion that if they

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
13



need an airport -- a one-runway airport — let’s use Kankakee. Fifteen,

/-/6
twenty miles south of where they want to build this on%

And now [ think we’re gonna take and do some interviews at the
Will County Fair and I hope some of these people have some interesting

insight into what’s gonna happen.
Well, let’s go on to the Will County Fair.

Okay, well, here we are at the STAND’s booth at the Will County
Fair and here’s a couple of people — Karen and her husband are manning
it — and uh — we’re going to talk about why you think it’s <inaudible>
Kankakee airport — it’s bigger than one runway than the one Ryan wants

to build the Peotone airport at this time.

Karen

Well, I personally think it’s because Ryan wants to keep the
Kankakee airport as his own personal airport. [’m told that <inaudible>
pilots <inaudible> and his cronies and we know he has plenty of cronies

so he can go wherever he wants to go. There’s no money for him to be

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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made in Kankakee. Money for him and his cronies to be made in Peotone
<inaudible> homes and <inaudible> land <inaudible> and that’s why he

wants the Peotone airport.

Henry May

Would you be surprised to know that every morning UPS has a
cargo plane come into the Kankakee airport four, five trucks sometimes,
five pick up UPS deliveries and deliver ‘em to all the towns and villages
in Kankakee. UPS has a couple miles away, quite a bit of land and I think
they were anticipating using the Kankakee airport and for some reason
that all got washed when everybody wanted to build this Peotone airport.

I find that most peopie have no idea what’s going on.

Karen
In fact, that’s why we want to get involved and go to the meetings.
Every meeting I learn more and more and more. That’s why it’s

important to get involved <inaudible>.

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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Henry May

6\/ ell, you’d be also surprised that the Kankakee airport can be
expanded southward and if it goes south, the villages and towns along the
way actually start very west. Now, the Kankakee airport has I-57 right
next to it. It’s closer with an interstate than O’Hare, Midway or any of the
rest of them. And, therefore, Illinois Central Railroad runs through there Z/”IL
and they do take Amtrak service. Now, I can’t believe that they’re going
to build this airport out in the middle of nowhere where it would take
fifteen miles or better of interstate just to get over to 57. Plus, they’d have
to build another twenty or thirty miles of railroad when they have the

railroad right there running along side the airpor@

Karen
Well, now, you’re a thinker, I’m a thinker, what does Ryan the

grand thinker do?

Henry May

Yeah. Well, I don’t know. I don’t know what else to say. Butldo
know this, yeah, that’s half the footage there, that’s the whole thing. It’s

already there.

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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Karen

Yeah, Kankakee.

Henry May

And so 1if you saw at the beginning of this tape, folks, the Kankakee
Airport, I had a complete look at it and you can see the FAA, the flight
service facility, and everything like that. I’'m finding out that even
STAND hasn’t really explored the -- and got the knowledge of exactly
what’s down there. And like they say, I believe that Kankakee must be
depressed because they want to use it for their own special purposes in
this state. And, by the way, that is, that is Illinois State — that’s the

Airport of the Year.

Karen

Wow.

Henry May

That won the award — Kankakee. So, I believe that that’s part of

the problem we have. Somebody wants to get rich on that Peotone land

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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there’s no doubt about it. Well, let’s see if we can find somebody to

mterview.

Here we go. Well, ladies and gentlemen, here’s another one of
STAND?’s people and if you’ll introduce yourselves, and, I only have this
to say, what do you think about nobody saying anything about the
Kankakee Airport fifteen miles to the south of this particular airport they
want to build in Peotone? We find that this is ironic that we have an
airport that is actually bigger right now, fifteen miles away than the one

Ryan wants to start out building,.

Mary Pat

I <inaudible> I’'m Mary Pat and I live in the <inaudible> of the
airport. Hope to retire there in four yearsGtold STAND -- is that we
need to worry about our environment and <inaudible> he always talks
about recycling <inaudible> airport <inaudible> said Kankakee, Gary, / ‘N
Milwaukee, Rockford — all of these places are up and running I see no use

in getting a new airport when there are already usable areas and that we

can preserve the environment and that great American soiB
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Henry May

Well, would you be surprised to know that the Kankakee airport at
this time has got UPS coming in there every morning and bringing
packages to the trucks in the Kankakee area? There will be four or five
trucks there sometimes. They’ll load up and take packages to the
different -- all area villages and cities around there and all of Kankakee.
And ’m just wondering, if UPS is utilizing it now, why isn’t Federal
Express and the other ones doing 1t? Is it a big secret? Seems to me

nobody knows that it’s there except us pilots.

Mary Pat

Now, that’s a good point — the public was not made aware anything
except for what Ryan wants us to know. And most of the public is
unaware of what really happens.. And before I go to STAND, [ have
found that — I'm really glad that I have found out a lot of the issues. Like
I said, I think the Federal Aviation Boards have to make a push and they
<inaudible> airport <inaudible> like I said, creating the wall and making

over what is considered Illinois best secret.

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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Henrv May

Well, you know, Governor Ryan made a campaign issue that he
wasn’t going to raise any taxes and two months into his actual -- two
months into when he took over, he said, well, I’ve changed my mind,
we’re going take and raise all these services and utilities. Anything that
they do for the point of the State we’re going to pay for it. And he

doubled a lot of it. So, he lied there.

Now, what is he not telling us about this Peotone airport and why is
it we spent millions to build this Kankakee airport and now he wants to

spend billions to build another one?

[Now, 1s this going to be the second white elephant in Illinois. I'm
referring to Mid-America in East St. Louis — which St. Louis isn’t using —
they’re tearing up and taking homes down there on their airport to expand };Z}
that instead of using Mid-America that still has the paper on the seats that
they put in for the passengers. Nobody uses it. So, [ don’t know what

else to say, but who’s taking and getting rich outta this@
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Mary Pat

<inaudible> 1 drive by that airport at least once or twice a year
when visiting my sister and her kids there’s nothing there and it is a
gorgeous airport but covers land that nobody is using. It’s just sitting up
there. The Airlines will come if they think <inaudible> that airport in
Southern Illinois. As I say, they are expanding St. Louis, it doesn’t
matter. [’ve talked to many businessmen who fly in and out of O’Hare
and they say it doesn’t matter if there is a Peotone airport. They will not

fly into Peotone. They will use the O’Hare Airport.

So that’s why you need to have the reconsideration for O’Hare and

<inaudible>.

Henry May

Well, the Rockford wants this airport — Rockford area -- and
they’re closer to O’Hare, so that they kind of split up the hub situation
that Peotone ever will be. And Peotone has nothing there and Rockford

already has a huge airport. So, 1don’t know.

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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Well, Mary, if you’ll leave your husband one of these times to

come down —

Mary Pat

We’ll be here Saturday and Sunday working at the booth — 2:00 to

4:00 and 1:00 to 5:00.

Henry May

I[f T can get down here, we’ll sure be here to record some more of

this.

Mary Pat

Thank you.

Henry May

Thank you. Okay ladies and gentleman, we’ve got another opinion
to be heard from here — if you’ll give your name and where you live —

what town -- and tell what you think of the Peotone airport.

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708) 709-0500
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Carl Johnson

Carl Johnson of Monee, Illinois. I think it’s a big farce that they
would even think about bringing a airport into Monee. EF his 1s all farm (g
country — it’s been this way for years. Why? You want to break up a |
farm for an airport when you got O’Hare and you goty- and they want to
expand O’Hare @t them expand O’Hare and push Rockford and the I

other airports and Gary and everywhere else.) This is not needed in

Peotone or Monee,

Henry May

Can | interest you in a little knowledge that I have. On the
beginning of this tape, you’ll see that I had a twenty-minute portion of the
Kankakee airport. They want to build a one-runway airport here in
Peotone and in Kankakee they’ve already got two runways. And the
runway in Kankakee is only seventy-nine feet shorter than the longest
runway at Midway. The airport is there, but nobody mentions it, fifteen

miles south of where they want to build this airport. You think about that.

Carl Johnson

<inaudible> | think it’s all a big political hassle.
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Henry May

And, also, the Kankakee airport -- Interstate 57 runs on the border
of it and the Illinois Central, who has Amtrak service. Like I say, they
can put in a high speed rail from Kankakee — why do they have to build
this airport in the middle of nowhere where they got to put fifteen miles of
Interstate or better and build a whole new railroad and take up this land to
run this railroad over and probably it’s closer to just go to Kankakee than

1t would be — a plan on building this Peotone airport.

Carl Johnson

It would save millions of dollars to do that.

Henry May

Billions would be more the answer. They’ve already spent millions
to build the Kankakee airport. Now, why in the world would we pay to

build another airport smaller with one runway and it cost billions?

Would you also be interested to know that UPS every morning has

a flight -- at least just about every morning — has a plane that comes in
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there with merchandise, packages — and they have four or five trucks

waiting there to unload the airplane and take them to the local towns?

Now, maybe you’ve got a little insight into this Kankakee airport
and how some of the people at the Will County Fair felt about it. Now,

I’m gonna take you to --

(End of DVD)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS:
COUNTY OF COOK )

On this, the 13™ day of January, 2004, I, Eunice Sachs,
Certified Shorthand Reporter and Registered Professional Reporter, do
hereby certify that I am a court reporter doing business in and for the State
of Illinois, County of Cook; that I transcribed the DVD recording of the
previous pages, and that the foregoing is a true and correct tranécription of

the DVD recording to the best of my ability.

Lo

Certified Shorthand Reporter
Registered Professional Reporter
Notary Public, Cook County,
Illinois

EUNICE
COMMISSION SACHS "
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Question for FAA Tier [1 Meeting
Entrance into the East side of airport for customers 27\~ -
Move runways more t{o the North 7 \

Replacement for lost property tax from land the state has purchased (

o

Provide for necessary infrastructure as a result of the airport and the construction of the

airport
-3
Arrangement for the excessive use of township roads as a result of the airport ~
M- P

Maximum of 4 runways for the airport
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CENTER for ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

South Suburban Airpoit Hearing
Governors State University
December 3, 2003

I am Robert Herrick, representing the Will County Center for Economic Development,

commonly known as the CED. The CED is the economic development agency of record

for Will County. [ We support not only development of South Suburban Airport at the
state-designated site in Will County, but also inclusion of Will County as a full partner 2
with the Federal Aviation Administration and the Illinois Department of Transportation_.J J

As aviation experts predicted in the 1980s, Chicago ran out of capacity to absorb an
increasing demand for commercial flights, which led to the city’s plan to rebuild O’Hare
Airport. Growth in the south and southwestern segments of the Chicago region has
exacerbated the need for more aviation capacity and has actually created a sub-market of
2.5 million people who live within a 45-munite drive of South Suburban Airport. Will
County will continue to fuel much of that growth:

e  Will County is the ninth fastest growing county in the nation (of counties with
more than 200,000 people} and will be the fastest growing county in Hlinois in
terms of jobs and population for the next 20 years.

e The Noertheastern Illinois Planning Commission estimates Will County’s
population will exceed 1.1 million by 2030.

o  Will County accounted for nearly 40% of all industrial project completions in the
Chicago MSA since 2000.

¢ There are now115 business parks in Will County with an inventory of 80 million
square feet.

Will County is especially attractive for logistics and distribution, given its location and a
nexus of interstate highways, Class 1 freight railroads and commercial barge terminals.
The new CenterPoint Intermodal Center, with the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad
logistics park as the centerpiece, made Chicago the third largest container port in the
world. The regional, national and international development communities, with whom
we work, were quick to see the benefit of connecting freight logistics at CenterPoint with
air cargo operations at South Suburban Airport.

As the Illinois Department of Transportation and the Federal Aviation Administration

proceed with the environmental assessment, two additional issues deserve consideration. {
mrst is the need to identify and develop a plan for building the local infrastructure to 2 g

accommodate a project of this magnitude. ! Becondly, Will County should be recognized

as a full partner in the planning process with the Illinois Department of Transportation

and the Federal Aviation Administration. | 247 2

Two Rialto Square, 116 N Chicago Street, Suite 101, Joliet, It 60432-4204 = 815.723.1800 = fax 815.723.69/2

www.willcountyced.com = e-mail; info@willcountyced.com

Reaching New Heights
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South Suburban
‘Mayors and EManagers
Assoctation

SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT
TIER II ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT-AGENCY
SCOPING MEETING

DECEMBER 3, 2003

GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY

I AM PLEASED TO PRESENT THIS TESTIMONY ON
BEHALF OF THE SOUTH SUBURBAN MAYORS AND
MANAGERS ASSOCIATION, AN ORGANIZATION
REPRESENTING 43 COMMUNITIES AND 650,000 RESIDENTS
IN SOUTHERN COOK AND WILL COUNTIES.

[?HE ASSOCIATION HAS LONG SUPPORTED THE
DEVELOPMENT OF THE SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT
NEAR UNIVERSITY PARK AS THE BEST WAY TO PROVIDE
ADDITIONAL AIR CAPACITY TO SERVE THE RAPIDLY
GROWING AND LONG ESTABLISHED COMMUNITIES IN
THE SOUTHLAND AS A SUPPLEMENTAL FACILITY TO
O’HARE AND MIDWAY AIRPORTS.

WE BELIEVE THAT ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES
PREVIOUSLY CONDUCTED BY BOTH THE STATE OF
ILLINOIS AND THE FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
HAVE CLEARLY SHOWN THAT THE SOUTH SUBURBAN
AIRPORT CAN BE DEVELOPED TO MEET THE STATED
PURPOSE AND NEED AND DO SO IN AN
ENVIRONMENTALLY SOUND MANNE&J
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Page 2
Scoping Mecting
December 3, 2003

GHE PROPOSED FACILITIES CAN BE DEVELOPED WITHIN THE

AIRPORT FOOTPRINT OUTLINED BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS AND
CURRENTLY UNDER ACTIVE ACQUISITION BY THE STATE USING FUNDS (40
APPROPRIATED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OVER THE PAST 4 YEARS.
THIS CAN BE DONE IN A MANNER THAT WILL MINIMIZE AND MITIGATE
ANY IMPACTS ANTICIPATED, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME PROVIDING
MUCH NEEDED AVIATION CAPACITY FOR THE SOUTHLAND AND THE
ENTIRE CHICAGO METROPOLITAN REGION

THE ASSOCIATION CALLS YOUR ATTENTION TO A “WHITE PAPER
ON PUBLIC PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS” IT HAS RECENTLY PUBLISHED TO
ASSIST IN THE DIALOGUE AS TO HOW THE SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT
MIGHT BE FINANCED. WE ARE ENCOURAGED BY THE PUBLIC
PRONOUNCEMENTS OF SEVERAL NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
PRIVATE FIRMS WHO HAVE EXPRESSED AN INTEREST IN WORKING
WITH THE STATE AND LOCAL OFFICIALS TO EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITY
OF DEVELOPING A PUBLIC/PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP TO CONSTRUCT THIS
FACILITY.

rﬁNALLY, WE SUPPORT THE EFFORTS OF LOCAL, COUNTY, STATE
AND FEDERAIL  OFFICIALS TO CONTINUE [LONG STANDING
COOPERATIVE EFFORTS TO DO PROPER PLANNING FOR AREAS OUTSIDE 5 4-3,
THE FOOTPRINT OF THE AIRPORT AND ALONG HIGHWAY AND RAIL
CORRIDORS WHICH WILL BE USED TO PROVIDE EXCELLENT ACCESS TO
THE AIRPOR:];J

WE THANK THE FAA FOR ITS SUPPORT OF THIS PROCESS AND FOR
PROVIDING FUNDING TO COMPLETE THE TIER II E.LS.

EDWARD W. PAESEL
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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South Suburban Airport Commission |} :
“Building Chicagoland s Third Airport”

Boand of Directors: Rick Bryam, Executive Director

Hon, Al McCowan, Chairman Eibert Shaw, Recording Secretary

Hon. John Ostenburg. Vice Chairman
Hon. John Geils. Secretary
Hon. Craig Johnson, Treasurer

Testimony For FAA Scoping Hearing — South Suburban Airport

By Rick Bryant, Director, South Suburban Airport Commission

December 37, 2093 - Governors State University, University Park, Mlinois

Good moming. My name is Rick Bryant and I am the Executive Director of the
South Suburban Airport Commission. This organization, we believe, is the only duly
constituted governmental body established for the exclusive purpose of butlding the

South Suburban Airport (SSA).

Before [ explain more about SSAC (the “Commission”), let me thank two
organizations. First, the Commission conveys its appreciation to the FAA for keeping the
SSA alive. Your energy and diligence have kept this process moving and we thank you
for your past and future guidance and leadership. Equally, the State of Illinois and three
consecutive governors have assumed the mantle of sponsorship and committed the
Stéte’s substantial resources - human and financial — to this, each knowing that, without
an airport, Chicago, the region and the State would suffer. The State is well on its way to

purchasing the 4,200 acres needed for the inaugural development.

2 TownCenter Drive — University Parl, [linois 60466
Telephone: (708) 534-4237  Fax: (708) 534-2956
E-mail: rick.bryant{@ssacommission.com
s gl



As I stated, the SSAC is duly constituted under Illinois law. The Commission
derives its authority to develop, own and operate the Airport from multiple sources,

including, but not by way of limitation:

= 5]ILCS 220/1 et seq. - Intergovernmental Cooperation Act
= 620 JILCS 20/0.01 et seq. - Joint Airports Act
* 65 ILCS 5/11-101-1 et seq. - Illinois Municipal Code - “Airports - General

Authority”

* 65 ILCS 5/11-103-1 et seq. - Illinois Municipal Code - “Airports for
Municipalities less than 500,000”

= 620 ILCS 25/1 et seq. - Airport Zoning Act.

The Commission became a governmental body September 29" when the initiat
communities signed an Intergovernmental Agreement. This IGA gives the Commission
extensive home rule powers and today 31 municipalities have placed commissioners on
the Commission. They are Bensenville, Calumet City, Calumet Park, Chicago Heights,
Country Club Hiils, East Hazel Crest, Elk Grove Village, Flossmoor, Ford Heights,
Glenwood, Harvey, Hazel Crest, Homewood, Lansing, Lynwood, Markham,- Matteson,
Midlothian, Qak Forest, Olympia Fields, Park Forest, Phoenix, Richton Park, Riverdale,
Robbins, Sauk Village, South Chicago Heights, South Holland, Steger, Thomton and
University Park. It is chaired by a Will County mayor and remains open to alt South
" Cook and Will County municipalities.

.El:e commissioners_, who are the elected mayors from these communities, are all
enthused about the prospect of the Airport; they uniformly belief that an airport is needed
for ihe region; and they are commuited to making it happen because of the economic

engine it will provide for their communitieQ

-9



The State has long professed that it has no intention of owning or operating the
Airport. They are committed to building it, and our commissioners are committed to
helping the State build it. (As to Secretary Martin’s comments earlier today, this plan

does not compete with O’Hare or Midway for funding, passengers or awrline subsidies.)

Under state law, the Commission has the authority to own and operate an airport.
It is the most logical entity to be designated as the sponsor, and it is moving aggressively,
with the State’s blessing, on an innovative public/private partnership to make this concept
a reality. On November 10", we issued an RFQ/RFP to select a developer/operator. We
have received numerous inquiries from qualified firms and we expect to have a
developet/operator under contract by the spring of 2004. Tomorrow, the Commission
will hold a meeting with more than a dozen potential national and international bidders

on the development contract.

We know this public/private partnership will work; that it can i)roduce the best
airport solution in the shortest time; and that it will be economically viable. Why?
Because we commissioned two of the world’s leading experts on airport public/private
partnerships to do a yearlong study and they concluded that such a partnership is viable,
economical, flexible and, perhaps, essential. Additionally, the State did an extensive
study and reached the same conclusion. We have shared these results with the FAA
Regional Administrator and her Great Lakes team, the FAA Administrator and her

airports team, the Secretary of Transportation and several Members of Congress. The



feedback has all been positive. (Indeed, Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr. has received calls

from elected officials around the country interested in learning about this proposal.)

Let me now focus on SSAC’s mterest in the FAA scoping process. ﬁl e believe
that this airport should be built to meet a conservative level of traffic for the year 2008,
for the traffic originating in or destined for the South Suburbs. It should not rely on any
forecast that reduces or “steals” traffic from Midway and O’Hare. We believe that five

gates and one runway will be an adequate initial build.

The Commission also believes that this modest airport can attract 370,000
enplaned passengers per year after opening in 2008. We also believe that the five
“common use” gates will attract one or more of the low cost carriers, one or more; of the
regional jet carriers, and even one or more of the low fare operations that the legacy
carriers are introducing As we see it, this airport’s cost per enplaned passenger will be
very attractive to these carniers, which are the fastest-growing segment of thé industry but
which lack access opportunities to Chicago’s e?dsting airports. Additionally, this
airport’s catchment area of 2.5 million passengers is an ideal target for this segment of

the airline business.

@;‘t while the airport will start small, it must be designed to be a long-term
aviation asset for the re@@@e long-term environmental impacts should be based on

the uitimate build-out, not just the inaugural footprint. We need to place before the

229
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public the potential size of the airfield, the number of operations and associated

consequences for the years 2008, 2025 and bcyoncB

5ecause we should build for today, but design for tomorrow, the purpose and

need, as well as the scope, should reflect these multiple temporal periods:

. Delivery of regional airport capacity for South Suburbs in 2008 (near term);

. Ability to assume a greater percentage of the Chicago region’s traffic
demand if and when O’Hare and/or Midway reach their congestion levels / 5
{(mid term); and,

. Land-banking an adequate footprint to provide for a major airport when the

demand/congestion/capacity analysis for the region necessitates such
additional runways (long term).

These three distinct phases should be reflected in the FAA’s staternent of purpose and

need. The SSA should and can meet all three of these needs through proper planning.}

In closing, let me say that transportation has been Chicago’s economic lifeblood
since its inception. The City was born where.the river met the lake; boomed as a raiiroad
hub; matured as America’s crossroads; and ascended as the nation’s aviation hub.@n
efficient, effective system of aviation connections in this region is crucial to our future,

and our nation’s future. SSA will be a critical component to our system of airportg 27~ 1

Finally, the FAA recognized in 1985 that Chicago needed a third airport. 'We have
introduced an innovative, for us, but proven model to achieve these goals and demands.
We are extremely pleased that the FAA and the State are moving forward with the EIS,

Our plans are designed to maintain and complement your timetable. Thus, we look



forward to working with you to enhance our national aviation system with the quickest,
cheapest, cleanest and safest solution possible. After all, that was your charge, and that is

our commitment. Thank you.
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COMMENTS TO THE FAA

ON BEHALF OF THE EASTER WILL COUNTY COUNCIL OF MAYORS
REGARDING SCOPING FOR THE TIER 2 EIS
FOR THE PROPOSED SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT
December 3, 2003

These comments are being presented on behalf of the Eastern Will County Council of Mayors (EWCCM).
This intergovernmental group consists of the villages of Beecher, Crete, Monee, Peotone and University
Park and the County of Will. While each of these governments may individually present comments, they
have asked me to present the following on their behalf as an intergovernmental group.

-

l INVOLVEMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMETNS — Each member of the EWCCM desires to be

consulted on the airport design and the EIS early in the process and continuing at each juncture as
the process moves along. Regular presentations and review sessions should be held with the - ‘
EWCCM at each of their scheduled meetings during the airport design and EIS procesE.J 21

COORDINATION OF PLANS ﬁ; the airport design and the EIS process proceeds, the land use

plans and zoning ordinances of the each of the members of the EWCCM should be incorporated - >
into the airport design and the EﬂIrS}Additionally, the EWCCM is developing two regional land

use and development plans for the eastern Will County area, one with the airport and one without

the airport.(“no-build”). The “no-build scenario is completed. The EWCCM will soon begin
preparation 'of the build scenario, however, it is critical to the function and validity of these plans

that the Iron Ring communities and Will County (i.e., the members of the Eastern Will County

Regional Council) have access to the alternative airport scenarios in order to effectively plan.

Hence‘the EWCCM requests information from the FAA and IDOT on the proposed airport design 4 _ 3
at the earliest possible moment so that they can complete their regional land use and development

plan for the build airport Scenariio-.J

IMPACTS ON MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS AND WILL COUNTY — The members of the
EWCCM desireg to know the impacts of the proposed airport on their communities as early as
possible. Tmpact information sought by the EWCCM includes transportation (especially impacts 2 "6
on local roadways during construction and after), economic development (estimates of jobs

created and how local residents can obtain these jobs; any economic development plans -6
associated with the airport), environmental (groundwater, streams, lakes, wetlands, floodplains, Q|
stormwater, drinking water, waste disposal, wastewater, and other natural resourcesin the area \ 4 -\
such as parks and forest preserve lands), and fiscal impacts on local governments (impacts on all _
taxing authorities and especially impacts on municipal, county and township revenues.) 2

Mitigation plans for all impacts should be discussed and reviewed with local governments for ‘l%) :‘
comment early before they are finalized. 20- | |
REGIONAL SEWER SERVICE - The members of the EWCCM would like the FAA and TDOT,
through the airport design and EIS processf 7o work with the EWCCM members to explore the
possibility of a regional sewer service system, exploring all alternatives for both the airport and

the incorporated areas around the airpogt., 1 /‘ 7 -2

SIZE OF THE AIRPORT - Some member of the EWCR{/ would like the proposed airport (full

build out scenario} to havefno more than four runwaysgy there is a concern that too much land is ). - 2
being consumed by the airport footprint. However, ot 0t the members agree with this. In

particular, University Park and Will County believthe size of the airport should be basedon 2 -
demand factors JAll members of the EWCCM agree thathfey would like any information that the

FAA and/or IDOT can provide ont how to effectively plan for land use beyond the inaugural

airport facility in the case that there is a need for airport expansicglJ & - /-f



COMMENTS TO THE FAA
ON BEHALF OF THE EASTER WILL COUNTY COUNCIL OF MAYORS
REGARDING SCOPING FOR THE TIER 2 EIS
FOR THE PROPOSED SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT
December 3, 2003

These comments are being presented on behalf of the Eastern Will County Council of Mayors (EWCCM).
This intergovernmental group consists of the villages of Beecher, Crete, Monee, Peotone and University
Park and the County of Will. While each of these governments may individuaily present comments, they
have asked me to present the following on their behalf as an intergovernmental group.

INVOLVEMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMETNS - Each member of the EWCCM desires to be
consulted on the airport design and the EIS early in the process and continuing at each juncture as
the process moves along. Regular presentations and review sessions should be held with the
EWCCM at each of their scheduled meetings during the airport design and EIS process.

COORDINATION OF PLANS — As the airport design and the EIS process proceeds, the land use
plans and zoning ordinances of the each of the members of the EWCCM should be incorporated
into the airport design and the EIS. Additionally, the EWCCM is developing two regional land
use and development plans for the eastern Will County area, one with the airport and one without
the airport (“no-build”). The “no-build scenario is completed. The EWCCM will soon begin
preparation of the build scenario, however, it is critical to the function and validity of these plans
that the Iron Ring communities and Will County (i.e., the members of the Eastern Will County
Regional Council) have access to the alternative airport scenarios in order to effectively plan.
Hence the EWCCM requests information from the FAA and IDOT on the proposed airport design
at the earliest possible moment so that they can complete their regional land use and development
plan for the build airport scenario.

IMPACTS ON MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS AND WILL COUNTY — The members of the
EWCCM desires to know the impacts of the proposed airport on their communities as early as
possible. Impact information sought by the EWCCM includes transportation (especially impacts
on local roadways during construction and after}, economic development (estimates of jobs
created and how local residents can obtain these jobs; any economic development plans
associated with the airport), environmental (groundwater, streams, lakes, wetlands, floodplains,
stormwater, drinking water, waste disposal, wastewater, and other natural resource in the area
such as parks and forest preserve lands), and fiscal impacts on local governments (impacts on all
taxing authorities and especially impacts on municipal, county and township revenues.)
Mitigation plans for all impacts should be discussed and reviewed with local governments for
comment early before they are finalized.

REGIONAL SEWER SERVICE — The members of the EWCCM would like the FAA and IDOT,
through the airport design and EIS process, to work with the EWCCM members to explore the
possibility of a regional sewer service system, exploring all alternatives for both the airport and
the incorporated areas around the airport.

SIZE OF THE AIRPORT - Some member of the EWCRC would like the proposed airport (full
build out scenario) to have no more than four runways as there is a concern that too much land is
being consumed by the airport footprint. However, not of the members agree with this. In
particular, University Park and Will County believe the size of the airport should be based on
demand factors. All members of the EWCCM agree that they would like any information that the
FAA and/or IDOT can provide on how to effectively plan for land use beyond the inaugural
airport facility in the case that there is a need for airport expansion.
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(815) 740-4601
Fax (815) 740-4600

302 N. Chicago Street
Joliet, Illinois 60432

JOSEPH L. MIKAN
W County Executive

December 3, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

Subject: SSA Tier 2 EIS/Inaugural Airport Program Scoping Comments
Mr. Rewerts:

Good moming and thank you for this opportunity to comment on the SSA Inaugural
Airport Program and Tier 2 EIS. I am Joe Mikan, the County Executive of Will County.

The County of Will has been interested in the development of an airport here within
Will County for many years. When the Tier 1 received it’s Record of Decision over a
year ago, Will County embraced the need for this airport and began to transition in to a
leadership role for the planning and development of the airport in our unincorporated
areas of Will and Monee Townships.

The Will County Airport Coalition was formed as a Will County government initiative to
provide the forum where government, private, non-profit and public agencies and citizens
could convene to coordinate on matters associated with the development of the airport.
These matters include planning, marketing, financing, airport construction and general
preparation of both on and off-site facilities associated with the airport. The Will County
Airport Coalition has been deemed the Local Agency Advisory Group by IDOT for the
Tier 2 Master Plan process and represents the interests, issues and concerns of the
communities and townships closest to the airport site, as well as many other agencies
interested in the benefits and concerned with the impacts that the airport will bring.

=l



Will County Executive

Page 2/Dec. 3, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office

Due to the tremendous business and residential growth over the last decade, Will County
has become one of the fastest growing counties in the United States and forecasts indicate
that this trend will continue in the years to come. Also, as Will County grows, the entire
Chicagoland region as a whole continues to grow. Our demographic information alone
indicates that we are capable of sustaining, and are in fact, in need of another airport.
Aviation demand in our region continues to increase due to national and global markets
and Will County hopes to see that demand met by building the south suburban airport
sooner rather than later. We believe that delaying airport construction further would be a
detriment to the region and to the countB

As indicated in a resolution passed by the Will County Board this past October, it is the
intention of Will County to provide for the local sponsorship for this project. It is also
important to note that Will County is not waiting for the completion of the Tier 2 process
to move forward with this effort. Attached to my written comments is a timeline that will
act as a roadmap for our efforts while the Tier 2 process is accomplished.

Will County has taken a position of leadership on this project for the following reasons:

o The inaugural site and the proposed ultimate site are Wil County jurisdiction and

it is our responsibility to see that t—hdflevelopment is done in a manner that meets -

the needs of the County and the region, and is done so in a manner that represents
the best interests of our citizens.

o To be directly linked to the work that FAA and IDOT are performing so that we
can be part of the decision-making processes and insure that local plans are
coordinated and integrated in to airport plansB

. E he importance of knowing the impacts on our natural resource {1;6 needs and
costs associated with transportation infrastructure and utilitiesyfhe impact on our
tax-base, to insure on-site/off-site land-use compatibility, to be aware of noise
impacts and mitigation measures)ﬁ have input in the design and lay-out of the

|1
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airport facilities, and to know the justifications behind proposed airport size? 21-1



Will County Executive

Page 3/Dec. 3, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office

Staff from various County departments will be providing additional comments on land-
use, natural resources and transportation needs, impacts and costs.

Thank you very much for this time to comment. Will County looks forward to working
with you.

Respectfully,

Joseph L. Mikan

Will County Executive
302 N. Chicago Street
Joliet, IL 60432

(815) 774-7480
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Attachment
Will County Executive
December 3, 2003

TWENTY-FOUR MONTH TIMELINE
WILL COUNTY REGIONAL AIRPORT

Marketing initiative begins

Airport Authority Iegislation introduced,
Sponsor identified

Marketing Initiative Data Collection Complete
Begin discussions w/ financial/capital markets
Marketing Initiative Report draft complete
Begin solicitation of RFQ’s

Draft Environmental Impact Statement

Solicit for RFP’s

RFP’s received

Record of Decision Published

January 10, 2004

January 31, 2004
July 1, 2004
September 15, 2004
November 1, 2004
November 15, 2004
December 30, 2004
February 2005
October 2005

December 2005
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Executive Committee
Resolution #03-477

RESOLUTION RE: WILL COUNTY SPONSORSHIP
OF THE SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT

WHEREAS, the County of Will is the only unit of local government whose elected members
represent not only the entire footprint of the proposed south suburban aisport but all of the
residents and citizens of the County of Will;

WHEREAS, the'Comny of Will, through its County Executive and elected board members, have
continually strived to provide the highest level of service to the citizens of Will County at the
lowest possible cost;

WHEREAS, the Blinois Department of Transportation (IDOT) selected Will County, Illinois as
the site for the South Suburban Airport for the Chicago Metropolitan Area and has purchased
significant tracts of real estate in support of its construction;

WHEREAS, Will County has 1aken a leadership role in the airport development process in order
to ensure that the benefits and opportunities created by the new airport are addressed and
maneged in 8 manner most beneficial to the citizens of Will County;

WHEREAS, the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and IDOT have completed the Tier )
Environmental Impact Statement, approving the site selection process, protecting the airspace
and allowing land acquisition to proceed in order to reserve the site for future airport
consﬁ'ucuon,

WHEREAS, in further support of the airport project, the Illinois Department of Transportation
hes begun preparation of the Tier Il Environmental Impact Statement to provide the basis for
approval of an airport layout Plan, activities forecasting, auspace use¢ and 10 determine the
eligibility of federal funding;

WHEREAS, the South Suburban Airpert has been added 10 the National Plan for Integrated
Airport Systems and the FAA has reserved the airspace for a future airport;

WHEREAS, once the aforementioned studics are complete, issues surrounding financing and
constguction will be considered;

WHEREAS, Will County recognizes that potential funding sources include but are not limited
to the FAA Airport Improvement Program as well as private investment,

WHEREAS, Will County recognizes that, the development of the South Suburban Airport is

important to the economic vitality of the County of Wili, eastern lel County Commumbes
. south suburbs and the State of Illinois;

Res-wil) county sponsorship of So Sub Airpon-FINAL 160ct03



" Executive Committee
Resolution #03-477
Page2 of 2

WHEREAS, Will County also recogxﬁzes that the cost, burden, and mitigation of the negative
impacts of the South Suburban Airpert will be boime almost exclusively by the citizens of Will
County unless adequately and appropriately planned for;

. WHEREAS, the County of Will has established and leads the Will County South Suburban
Airport Coalition so that Will County, other governments, agencies, and ennue.s have the
opportunity to build a consensus to:

»  provide for coordination of land-use. transportation, natural resource and econormc
development pia.nmng efforts; and

. prowde for the ﬁmdmg, promotion, development, construction and operation of a south
suburban airport in Will County, Illinois; .

WHEREAS, the designation of Will County as the local spansor of the South Suburban'Airpon
is necessary to properly and fully protect Will County citizens, communities, emergency
services, schools, local and County reads, prime development locations, environment and
infrastructure; :

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the County of Will shall immedjately seck
designation as the Jocal sponsor of the South Suburban Airport from the Illinois Department of
Transportauon and the Federal Aviation Administration; ,

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that the Will County Clerk shall distribute this resolution to all
members of the Federal and State legislative delegations;

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that thic preamble of this Resolution is hereby adopted
fully set forth herein; and e

[~

DATED THIS 16® DAY OF OCTOBER, 2003 | %

JOSEPH L. MIKAN
COUNTY EXECUTIVE

Attest:

VOTE: YES: 23 NO: 2 PASS: 0

Res-wili county sponsorship of So Sub Alrport-FINAL 1606103




South Suburban Airport Commission 54 00010
“Building Chicagoland s Third Airport”

“Board of Directors: Rick Bryant, Executive Director
Hon. Al McCowan, Chatrman Elbert Shaw, Recording Secretary
Hon. John Ostenburg, Vice Chairman

Hon. John Geils, Secretary

Hon. Craig Johnson, Treasurer

For Immediate Release Contact: Rick Bryant
Wednesday, December 3™, 2003 (708) 798-6000

SSAC Asks FAA to Consider Public-Private Partnership
Third Airport Would Not Compete with O 'Hare, Midway

Testifying at a federal hearing today, the South Suburban Airport Commission urged the Federal
Awviation Administration to support an innovative public-private partnership for constructing the
South Suburban Airport near Umversity Park.

Commission Director Rick Bryant also praised the FAA and the State for advancing the project
and emphasized that the Third Airport would complement O’Hare and Midway — and not
compete with them for federal funding or passengers. Finally, he éll:ed FAA to thoroughly
examine all the potential environmental impacts on the surrounding communities, both short-term
and long-term.

“We know that a public/private partnership will work; that it can produce the best airport solution
in the shortest time; and that it will be economically viable,” Bryant said. “We also believe that
this airport should not steal traffic or compete for federal doilars from Midway or O’Hare.”

Bryant added: “We believe that the five ‘common use’ gates will attract one or more of the low
cost carriers...which is the fastest-growing segment of the industry but which lacks access
opportunities to Chicago’s existing airports. This airport’s catchment area is an ideal target for
the low cost airlines.”

Bryant encouraged the FAA to carefully examine all the environmental impacts — during both the
modest inaugural phase as well as its ultimate full-build potential. “While the airport will start
small, it must be designed to be a long-term aviation asset.”

Speaking on behalf of the 31 communities that comprise the new South Suburban Airport
Commission, he thanked the FAA and the State of Illinois for its leadership and support.

“The FAA recognized in 1985 that Chicago needed a third airport,” Bryant said. “We look
forward to working with you to enhance our national aviation system with the quickest, cheapest,

cleanest and safest solution possible. After all, that was your charge, and that is our commitment.”
i

2 TownCenter Drive — University Park, [llinois 60466
Telephone: (708) 534-4237  Fax: (708) 534-2956
E-mail: rick.bryant@ssacommission.com
BvEI
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FAA SCOPING MEETING
December 3, 2003
South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement

Please state your comments clearly and concisely regarding the Environmental Impact

Statement: ‘
PLEASE PRINT

Comments:

COMMENTS ATTACHED TO THIS SHEET

Name: PAUL T. RWIATKOWSKI
Organization: TRUSTEE, WILL TOWNSHIP
Address: 4708 W. COUNTY LINE ROAD
GRANT PARK, ILLINOIS 60940-4010

Comments must be postmarked no later than-December 19, 2003.

o



The South Suburban Alrport wa
2001. I have attended all the mee
as both a concerned citizen and a
Township.

I am coavinced thai the 55A is/was a necessary prnject to eliminate/é:
delays now cccurring deae te cversaturated capacities of the existing
Aairports.,

Illinois has always been the center cof transportation to serve the
United States first as a railroad hub and now a3z a midwest center of/qv
aviation. Delays here Iimpact ftranspertation throughout the United
State{}

Speaking as a preject enyglineer with edperiones when =mployed in
energy management at Lhe University of Chicago, expansion of O’Hzre
airport with construction of all new runways aud a terminal while
attempting te operate 3t 125% overcapacity is net & practical solution
and is also foolhardy to the endanygerment of Ethe air traveling public.

It cannot be done without a tremendous expense of ftaxpayer’s funds not
to mention the smount of debhris which nusl be dealt with, Current
landfills are nearing capacity and such a project is just not practical.
The T[aley administration ccannot be rvelied upon to undertsake such &
project given their record of demolishing Meigs field on the lakefront
leading to abhsoiuvtely ne coutrol osver mir traflic between Wiscensin and
T1linocis. It hsd nothing to do with air safety cver the Chicago Loop
since now the Lerminal which contolled such trafficz has been eliminated.

Bll studies indicate that Q'Hare, Midway and Meigszs fields were all
nceassary  bto  handle the increased future itraffic along with the mnajor
developement of the S8B5A. Taxes have been collected by the Daley
administration for continuing improvement of O’Hare and nothing has
really been done over the years to improve it. As a3 stopgate wmeasure,
nonies were given 1o improve the Gary Indiana airpori which has wzver

suppesed Lo ke  gp and running by
ings since the preject was undertaken
n elected official here in ®Will

B3
ti

beernn ysed commercialily.

T oam hRorally  sgaiaszt bie building of an "loaugural One Runway
Airport" here in W}11 Township. If that is 31l Lhat s needed, T would
respectfully sugges expansion of the Greater KankKakee Airport mnlb‘/#g
exists now and has an infrastructure similar to the 334, It iz cleose hto

I-587 and the Canasdian Nalional, Railway (formally Known as the Illinois
Centrall) for similar access te passengers and freight ]ineazl

With the advent of 9/11, It becomes necessary to consider building
all seven runways of the 8S4, vuvtilize the fact that it has a "buffer
zape”, it has  all the infrastructure necessaw to veach it 2asily and
most of 217, it an be wmzde intoe = model  2irport for the future of
zecure and safe «l: lreansportation, something thab O'Hare will never bhe.

s I see it, build the lotal seven runway 534 as a model of =2
moderii sewure airvporl avr 2 —]

Fxpand the Greater Yankakee Alirport or

1.,

Do nothing in this area.‘ The impaclt of indecision iz already bieing

felt.
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this aresz needs the land not only owned by each local farmer, but
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Land  zvaliabies i one Tores Lheir Tease, the farmer that lives on
perifery of the oivrport ig alzo driven  oal of  business  and  has

alternative to continue with his occupation,

Peopia Jliving in this area (some families for generations?) do
want Lo he displaced by this project whether there iz 5 need or
There js & need to study not only Lhe people  impacted  inn the  «ir
foaotprint but also those feor several miles around it, especially

~

farmers that lease lzand to make 2 liviu%j

eprosent the rural area and realize that the faerming industr

¥ o1t
they
Land
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Will County Farm Bureau--

100 Manhattan Road = Joliet, Illmms 60433- 2761 815.727.4811 » Fax. 815 727 5570

December 3, 2003

Mr. Denis Rewerts )
Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue
DesPlaines, IL 60018

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

Thank you for providing us with the opportunity to provide public comment on the
proposed South Suburban Airport in Peotone.

(T)ur local farm community has concerns over the loss of farmland and the urban sprawl
that will follow. The new infrastructure to handle the traffic and the new businesses that <
will help service the airport needs will create a loss of farmland that will forever change S-
the landscape of this rural community. Ifthe airport is built and the proposal is followed

" around 24,000 acres will be used of which approx. 15,600 acres is in production
agﬁcultur@

[1"13 loss of farmland creates air and water quality concerns and we feel this needs to be 7-]
closely looked at. We are also concerned with the large volume of water that will be
needed for a running an airport. The Will County area has already had water issues and ?~5
this past summer, which was not a dry summer, many of the communities had water
quality issues along with water shortages as people could not water their grass. With the
addition of such a large infrastructure project the demands on our ground water really ~ F~ ¢/
create concerns as farmers rely on wells to feed livestock, irrigate their crops, and for '
their own family drinking water. These are ail concerns with quantity and quality WateIB

[ Another concern is with water run off from the airpert and making sure that field tiles are
properly maintained for the surrounding farming operations. Both of these concerns can 2-5
have an adverse effect on the environment and quality of surface and ground water and
need to be addressegj éﬁ ¢ also have concerns with the loss of natural discharge areas that
are used as a filtration by nature. These wetlands need to be kept and protected as they /9~/
serve a vital role in our environment{

We also feel that this scoping meeting provides us with the opportunity to voice other
concerns as well as pose questions that have not been addressed.{ The loss of farmland &~%

will create the loss of businesses that cater to the Ag community. We are concerned that ‘\INJ »
the businesses such as grain elevators, chemical & fertilizer dealers, seed companies and_ <




the loss of revenues to them need to be a part of the overall equation. While other jobs
will be created because of the airport. What adverse effects on the remaining businesses
such as agriculture will the airport create and will this force these businesses to relocate
because they have lost too many clients to continue to operate with profitability. If these
companies have to pick up stakes and move this will also increase the cost of doing
business for the farmers that are lef;

Qnother area that needs to be locked at is if the airport is not built what happens to the A
land that is currently purchased. Does it remain in farmland or does the State or Federal

level have authority to build a different project?}

A suggestion that we have if the airport does indeed become a reality is with the land that
is proposed for purchase. Not all of the land that is in the airport project will be
developed and/we feel this would and should provide an opportunity to place 5-6,000
acres of this land into agriculture preservation. This would provide a buffer zone for
noise and also provide an opportunity to keep production agricuitural in this area. The
figure could be higher as well but we feel that this needs to be looked and considered. It /577
is much easier to have this in the initial plan before development occurs and before all the
land is rendered useless because of the way development is handled. By taking the
necessary steps to insure that crops can be grown on this land throughout the entire
planning process will be helpful in maintaining an agricultural presence around the
airport property and should prove beneficial to the airport and for helping with noiseg

@1 closing we are very concerned with the loss of farmland. This project speeds up the
process and creates a much faster growth pattern that threatens farming and rural lifej -8
Yes we are a collar county but fast growth which many times becomes hard to control
places us in an environment that is undesirable for people who have lived in that area for
over 4 generations. We are opposed to the airport but also realize that we have to look
beyond this point. @Ve need to make sure that the rural community has some protection 2)-2
and say in this huge decision that will affect and aiter the lives of Will County residents
foreverJ :

We thank you for your time and for the opportunity to provide comment and look

forward to any responses you may have.

Sincerely,

(R (. Kok

Rodger Koehn, President
Will County Farm Bureau
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Jerry X, Meyer Highway Commissioner

December 2, 2003

Comment to the FAA REGARDING THE, 2" TIER SCOPING MEETING
My name is Jerry Meyer. I am the Washington Township Road Commissioner, here on the
behalf of the residents of Washington Township. Washington Township is on the East side
of the proposed airport. These are some of my concerns if this airport will be built, or
~ when the airport is being built.

1. ggads for the infrastructure, the roads outside the airport boundary can not

handle the increase of traffic brought to us with this airport. The roads as they

are right now are country roads only there to handle the resident traffic, of 27-3%

those who live here. They are not made or designed to handle heavy truck loads
or high volume of car traffic. With the property of the airport being removed
from the tax rolls we do not have the funds in our tax base to improve the roads
to handle the airport traffic or construction traffic as it is being built.§

2. [When this airport 1s built I will have some roads on the north end of the 27
property that I will not be able to serve because the access 1s cut off by the
property itself. These residents will not have the service they have now.

3. /When this airport is built I think as Township residents we should have an
eastern entrance to the airport. This will help generate extra growth on the </~
eastern part of the grounds and in turn help the tax growth alsoD

4. Lﬁrainage of the airport ground. As the airport property 1s now they are in two

=24

27-2

water sheds. With the land around the airport is being farmed now how will the 7-2

farm ground be affected with this airport. And what will it do to both water
sheds .

5. {A concern to the village of Beecher could the runways be moved North some 2-/
to give the residents of Beecher free from plains flying over the town itself,/

6. (Being that this airport is going to be part of the Township we should be

informed of how and when this project is going to start and how we can cope 29-13

with the airport when it is done. And not read about 1t in the paper and being
misinformedj

7. Cf he airport should have a maximum of 4 runways for the reason not to take a 72-2.

larger amount of property away from the Township so in turn we can grow with
the ajrporg Thank You

e 301 EAST INDIANA « BEECHER ILL. *» 60401
PHONE: 708-946-6459 » FAX: 708-946-9456
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Comments to the FAA at the Scoping Hearing Regarding the Tier 11 EIS
for the Proposed South Suburban Airport
December 3, 2003

Cory Singer, Member Will County Board, District One

My name is Cory Singer, and [ am a member of the Will County Board representing the communities of Frankfort,
Mokena, Crete, Monee, University Park, Beecher, and Steger and the site of the proposed South Suburban Airport.

I am here today speaking on behalf of the County of Will as it relates to my district and for the communities 1
represent. | am sure you will hear from them today on their own accord, but [ believe the following points are

critical if the development of an airport in our community is to be successful for our residents,

Involvement with the Eastern Will County Council of Mayors (EWCCM)

6 request that all members of the EWCCM be consulted by the FAA throughout the entire airport design and EIS
processes. Regularly scheduled update sessions should be conducted for the EWCCM, members of the County
Board representing District One, and for the mayors of Frankfort and Mokena.

Will County Airport Coalition (WCAC) Z/—/

The Will County Airport Coalition, as the leading local partner in the development of a south suburban airport,
should also be regularly updated by the FAA. As a member of the WCAC, the Will County Board should also be
addressed with updates and presentations on a regular basig

Land Use and Zonin

C’F hrough the airport design and EIS processes, the land use plans and zoning ordinances of the each of the membersy~Z
of the EWCCM should be incorporated into the airport design and the EIS,) Additionally, the EWCCM is
developing two regional land use and development plans for the eastern Will County area, one with the airport and
one without the airport (“no-build”). The EWCCM will soon begin preparation of the build scenario, however, it is
critical to the function and validity of these plans that the Eastern Will County communities and the County of Will
have access to the alternative airport scenarios in order to effectively plan.{ Hence the EWCCM requests
information from the FAA and IDOT on the proposed airport design at the earliest possible moment so that they ?‘5
can complete their regional land use and development plan for the build airport scenario. In addition to the
EWCCM, the communities of Frankfort and Mokena should also be provided this information as the development
of this airport will significantly impact them, especially the Village of FrankfortB

Impacts on Municipal Governments, Will County and other taxing bodies

611 communities and taxing bodies impacted by the development of a south suburban airport need to be continually
updated on any studies and/or projections relating to the impacts their municipalities will incur as a result of the
development of an airport. Issues such as road construction/repair/infrastructure, transportation, police protection,
economic development, environmental impacts, and natural resources should be included in updates to the Z[—Cg
EWCCM, the County of Will, other local municipalities, township governments, drainage districts, fire protection
districts, and school districts. All plans relating to the airport should first be reviewed by all the communities and
taxing bodies impacted by the proposed airport prior to being adopte@

Cory Singer, Member, Will County Board
475 Nevada St.

Frankfort, IL. 60423

815.464.5699
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PEOTONE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

7550 W. JOLIET ROAD
PEOTONE, ILLINOIS 60468

BUSINESS PHONES EMERGENCY PHONE
(708) 258-6884 911
(708) 258-3614 Fax (708) 258-2323

December 3, 2003

To: Philip M. Smithmeyer, Manager FAA Great Lﬁfes Region
From: Chief Young, Peotone Fire Prot. Dist. Ye/’;——
Re: Tier 11 EIS - Issues Concerning Proposed South Suburban Airport

The Peotone Fire Protection District is comprised of an area of approximately 70 square
miles. Within this area the Fire District provides fire, EMS, Haz Mat, and a wide variety
of other emergency and non emergency services to the residents of our District and those
passing through our District. The proposed South Suburban Airport will occupy about 12
square miles of our Fire District if the total airport is constructed. The proposed
“Inaugural Phase” will occupy about 4 square miles of our District. Included in our
District will be the Terminal, part of the runway, and a large portion of the entrance from
I-57. The Peotone Fire Protection District would like to see the following areas -
addressed as it concerns our Fire District.

Build — No Build
Es the final decision whether or not to build the airport in the hands of the Washington

Springfield, or both? Is there a timeline for a final decision on the building of an
airport in our area?_}

*23-§

Q@hat role are local government bodies going to have in “regional planning”
for this area with an airpor’@ It seems as if the area villages are being 21-2
informed, but other local governments left out. The proposed airport is not within the
Village of Peotone’s corporate limits, but does include about 12 sq miles of the
Peotone Fire Protection District.

é.— What will happen to the land purchased by the state should the airportnotbe /¢ _g
developedﬁ



Funding Issues

The Peotone Fire Protection District is very concerned about the financial impact the
proposed SSA will have on our Fire District both during construction and after it
becomes operational.

l.ﬁ/ ho is expected to provide fire, EMS, hazmat, and specialized rescue services to
the state owned airport property before construction begins and after it begins? If é _Cf
the local fire departments are expected to provide these services, is the state or
Will County going to pay for them? If the state or Will County is going to pay for
them, will this be done on a contractual basis or some other way‘?:]

2. @ the proposed SSA provides its own fire, EMS, hazmat, and other specialized
rescue services, will the airport Fire Department expect mutual aid from the 6 ~O
surrounding departments? What provisions will be made for the airport Fire ~ _
Department to give mutual aid to the local fire districts that surround the airpcrt_’?}

3. 5\/ hat funding provisions for manpower, equipment, and new stations are being 6 / /
made for the local fire departments that will face an increased number of calls ©~
related to the construction and operation of the airportﬂ

4, ﬁf the atrport is built, who will fund the additional training necessary for local fire é .-[?,
departments to handle airport related emergencies that occur outside of the airport
boundaries?

Accessibility
If an airport is built:

l.ﬁhat provisions are going to be made for access to the site for emergency 3Jo-/
response, either initial response or on a mutual aid basi@

2. @ raffic congestion during construction will be a major issue, has anything been
done to address this issue? We would be concerned with response times bothon 35 5
site and off site, particularly to residents outside the airport boundaries, but close
enough to the airport to cause our response to be delayed by congestio@

L/T he proposed South Suburban Airport has caused a major disruption in the lives of the
citizens of this area, especially for the people within the boundaries or close to them. The
uncertainties associated with the possible construction of a SSA have placed a burden on
the local government bodies for over a decade, this issue must be decided as quickly as
possible. The Peotone Fire Protection District Board of Trustees has not taken an official
position with regards to the proposed SSA. If the SSA is to happen, local government 23 -2
officials who are representing governmental districts that will be greatly impacted must
be part of the planning and decision making processB
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Greater Rockford Transportation Cealition
http://www.rockfordtransportation.org
P.O. Box 831
Rockford, Illinois 61105

December 3, 2003

Mr. Denis Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration

Chicago Airports District Office

2300 East Devon Ave., Des Plaines, IL. 60018

The members of the Greater Rockford Transportation Coalition submit the following comments
and facts for your consideration during the Tier II Environmental Impact Statement hearings on
the proposed Peotone Airport.

Over forty years ago, the father of Chicago’s present mayor recognized the overcrowding
problem at O’Hare airport and started to explore remedies. Four decades later, this regional
transportation problem remains unresolved. Your office is now involved in examining a
proposed solution, the Peotone airport. But Peotone is a solution driven by political and
economic interests, not regional transportation needs. Viable regional transportation should be
the top measure of effectiveness of any proposal. A second measure should be fiscal
responsibility by both the federal and state governments.

We oppose further development of Peotone. Here’s why:

A.CThe original proposal was made prior to 9/11, when the economy and the airline industry
were enjoying prosperous times. Since 9/11 the economy has suffered through a prolonged
recession, and the airline industry has been devastated. Even during the prosperous, pre —
9/11 economy, the airlines indicated that they were not interested in serving Peotone if it
were built. In today’s climate of limited expansion by airlines, it is now more doubtful that
any airtine would commit to a new facility. 2L -z

B. Intoday’s continued, soft economy, local and state governments are struggling with large
deficits. The cost of O’Hare expansion is estimated to be in billions of dollars. To move
forward in developing another expensive airport, of questionable value, on top of O’Hare
expansion, would be completely, fiscally irresponsible}

C.CThe Chicago region already has three airports capable of handling increased capacity, the
Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at Rockford, Mitchell Field in Milwaukee, and the
Chicago/Gary Regional Airport. These facilities are already built and operating and could [~ [
absorb additional capacity now without further taxpayer expense. The facilities at Rockford
have adequate runway facilities to handle any type of aircraft operated todag



" The environmental cost of the Peotone airport 1s significant and includes:
(Noise 7 3-S
frastructure impacts on land use } ) 6-5
E)cstruction of over 1,000 single-family homeyS -2
?estxuction of 95 working farms }, /5-8
Relocation of a Civil War Cemeterﬁ H~(
@7 ater quality on the Kankakee River watershed} 7-2
{Loss of Historic properties, including many centennial farms in the proposed airport )~
footprint; The Peotone Anomaly, an ancient Indian formation, is at risk of being lost or
removed.}
ver 180 acres of wetlands and 7 miles of streams would be paved over;} Y-t
&3,600 acres of high quality farmland would be destroyed; hundreds of thousands of )-8
additional prime farmland acres would be threatened by resultant sprawB

Perhaps our region could endure these significant environmental costs. Perhaps we could even
bear the immense fiscal costs. But to bear these significant costs to build a facility that is not
needed and to duplicate airport capacity which we already possess makes no sense at all!

Considering the above, the following are our recommendations:

1. Immediately cease further development and spending for the facility at Peotone.

2. {Use existing regional facilities, such as the Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at
Rockford, encouraging them to grow to full potential. { This approach is consistent with 1=t
IHinois” support and direction to advance the immediate and full promotion and use of RFD
as cited in the “Opportunity Return — Northern Stateline Region,” by Governor Rod
Blagojevich. The following is an excerpt from his speech and report.

“Regional Airport Marketing: Regional leaders identified the need to develop the
Rockford Regional Airport as a freight and passenger transit hub, as well as a center of
regional economic activity. Marketing is a vital component to building and maintaining
an airport’s client base. The state will provide marketing assistance grants to
communities to market their airport’s services to potential new customer and to existing
customers who may not fully utilize regional airports for their transportation needs.
DCEQ’s regional partners will provide matching funds for these grants, allowing the
Department to target resources to as many regional airports as possible. Utilize existing
resources that minimize the need for further taxpayer expenses.”
: . 22-5
3. @wert the funds earmarked for development of Peotone to the study of connecting the five
existing, Chicago regional airports with a rail network, allowing the efficient and effective
movement of travelers and residents in the region. Studies have consistently shown that rail
is the most economic way to move large numbers of people on routes of less than 300 miles.}

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincergely,

David Lindber
President, Greater Rockford Transportation Coalition
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VILLAGE OF CRETE’S COMMENTS TO THE FAA
SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT SCOPING SESSION
DECEMBER 3, 2003



@e six-runway plan, in its current configuration, is too large to conceptualize, - /¥
et alone plan for effectively.) It illustrates an attempt to capture the airport
superiority crown from O’Hare, when such was never the stated purpose.

Having dealt with this issue for the last 18 years, I recognized early on that the
overall size made effective planning nearly impossible. As we all know,
accurately planning for 20-30 years is difficult at best, so planning for 50+ years
is a hopeless struggle, and the present six-runway plan proposal is just that. It
should be dropped or modified to bring it back into the boundaries of reality.(_f
would also suggest that we plan for what we know to be factual and plan to 29-26
accommodate 90-95% of the airports operational impact. Trying to mitigate
100% of the impacts will render this site, and most other urban locations,
unusable and cost prohibitinghe same is true for operational delays.
C]iasigning for total delay-free operation under all circumstances will prove to be 2 9-271
impractical and cost prohibitiv@ I suggest setting realistic goals and making
sure they are attained. This approach will assure that costs are contained and the
airport is sized appropriately.

Throughout the process, demand forecasts have supposedly driven the design of
the airport. I would suggest that a different approach be used to guide the
design-build process./ Using verifiable observed information from existing
airports across the country, determine the maximum number of commercial
operations that can be accommodated by a specific runway configuration and
operational constraints. When the number of operations is determined, project Z*iol
the maximum number of passengers based upon historic load factors. I would
assert that operations are the limiting factor to airport capacity in this
circumstance. Getting the passenger to the terminal and terminal design will not
be the constraining elements to this airport. Developing these numbers can then
be loosely tied to the population of the greater metro area to help determine how
much urban growth has to take place before the capacity is in danger of being
exceede@

Having spent considerable time contemplating this process and reviewing FAA
design criteria, I have concluded that{designing beyond a four parallel-
configured airport is a needless waste of time and effort and deserves to be
justified by the State. Four parallel runways have the ability to handle one
million operations per year and with the addition of a 31-13 fifth runway on the
south perimeter, additional flexibility and enormous operational impacts can be
achieved with minimal need for additional land in areas that are deemed
sensitive at this time. Current development trends surrounding the site as well



as realistic constraints on available funds, dictate this type of constriction to the
plan. I would ask that the State of Illinois reconsider it’s position regarding the

full build out plan in favor of a more realistic approach based on real world -5 |
conditions and not theoretical designs, unconstrained in land requirements or
construction dollarsB

On behalf of the Village of Crete, an adjacent community that wiil no doubt be
impacted by this project, as well as other communities similarly situated, I
respectfully ask that the State of Illinois and the FAA consider the following
issues and design suggestions:

e (_T(eep overall cost of operation foremost when considering how to 28-3
design this airport and related facilities3 ’

. @ay very close attention to projected flight patterns when determining 528
runway layout. Noise contours do not paint the complete picture to
over flight impacts.]

¢ /Provide for local use of or participation in infrastructure improvements

esigned to serve the airport, such as sewer and water services and -
storm water detention. Sharing these assets just makes good business
sense.

. CC’oncentrate on developing as compact a plan as possible that makes Y2
the best use of all the land involved, particularly if federal dollars are
to be used.}

e (Choose a development type, private or public, before affixing aplan  ,,.%

desiﬁ There is no doubt that where profits flow is a very big issue to

all stakeholders. Also§6ntrol of surplus land around the site is a <
serious concern depending apon which type of financing is chosen.} q-

@and planning, zoning and development control of this land needs to
be resolved if the adjacent communities and the county are to take full 4/ -2
advantage of direct and indirect airport related development}

o @lan to fully utilize mass transit as soon as possible to access the 99-11
airport from both sides. Thought should be given now to a ground link
between O’Hare and the SSA}

. Ej'tilize forward thinking ideas such as shared access gates to better 791
utilize assets, increase margins of operation and cut down on land
requirements;)

o [Plan for multiple access sites to the terminal gate area via light rail. It 7 7-%
is cheaper to build and requires less land to operate on than
conventional highways}



. @onsider meeting electric demands of the airport through the use of /6-2
gas turbines supplied by methane gas extracted from the adjacent

closed landfill.} The hardware is already in place for this to take place.
Consider the attached runway layout and phasing scenario with the
accompanying rationale.

@'ully utilize existing roads for opening day operation and until demand 275
can be assessed.( Local input is critical in this area.
If allowed by the FAA,/consider long term leasing of land from present
owners, as an option to purchasing, to reduce front end loading the 22 -7
development costs.) Present landowners then become partners in the
operation, and this approach can reduce or eliminate land value
arguments.



Consider the following in airport design: (see map) this plan assumes
primary operations 90-95% of the time are east to west.

S/Iove the entire plan north by approximately one half mile and contain the
entire operation (four runways configuration) within a band two miles wide. 7 -2‘{

The inner runway separation will be 5000 feet and the outers will be 2500
feet beyond the inners] |

Based upon current housing locations @e first runway centerline should be
located one third of a mile north of the centerline of Eagle Lake Road and
extend west from Kedzie Avenue for 10,000 feet. This provides for the least
impact to current housing in either east or west configurations and allows for
the potential continued use of Eagle Lake Road as an access point from the
east. This runway will be used for both landings and takeoffs with the
terminal area located north of the runway.

The second runway will have a centerline 5000 feet north of the initial

runway, thus creating a terminal corridor between the two. This second 2,25
runway will extend to the west 10,000 feet from approximately one-quarter

mile west of Western Avenue. This stagger moves all operations farther

away from the Heather Brook Estates area of Monee. In the east

configuration this runway will be used for takeoffs and in the west

configuration it will be used for landings. The first runway will be used

exactly opposite of the second.

Runways three, four and possibly five will be located immediately outside
and lateral to runways one and two, separated by 2500 feet. Both of these
runways will be used exclusively for landings in either conﬁguratioxB

@e value of a 13-31 cross wind runway should be evaluated for possible
inclusion in the plan at the Jocation noted in the map. This multi-use runway
could provide needed relief in high volume times and critical landing 2-271
capabilities during extreme NW wind conditions. This configuration requires
no additional noise contour land on the north and minimal land to the southB

E his plan keeps traffic away from most residential areas better than the
present proposal and will allow for continued use of Beecher-Peotone Road,
which has been of serious local concern. It provides flexibility and capacity
without the need for enormous amounts of land.



ADVANTAGES TO ADJUSTING THE RUNWAY LOCATIONS

¢ It maintains the local road system as much a possible, particularly
during the initial phase.

o It eliminates the need to close Beecher-Peotone Road in the future.

e Relocates runways to accommodate present and expected residential
development and reduces potential over flights of parts of Beecher and
Monee.

o It allows for multiple access points to the terminal area in the one
runway configuration using several existing roads. This allows
opening day traffic to be spread over a wider area, and will reduce the
level of off-site access improvements needed until more concrete
direction is established regarding the level of use of the airport
development trends in the area.

e QGreater runway separations (2500 feet and 5000 feet) allow for
simultaneous take-offs and landings that are presently prohibited in the
new O’Hare plan and other airports such as Atlanta. This increases the
total number of possible operations without the need for additional
runways. |

o This plan does a better job of handling today’s anticipated operations
and minimizes local impact and is better suited for long term use if the
remainder of the atrport is not built for many years due to lack of
growth in demand. In addition, by staggering the runways and moving
them north, even if a fifth and sixth runway are needed their impact
will not be any more significant than what is presently proposed.
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VILLAGE OF BEECHER  JRESIDENT
INCORPORATED 1883 CLERK
724 Penfield Street 5 Z_- JANETT CONNER
PO. Box 1154 00018 ROGER HELDT
Beecher, Illinois 60401 ggggrp‘ﬁgﬁﬁgg
RONALD KUHLMAN
Phone (708) 946-2261 JIM REHBORG
Fux (109 946-17 o aotr
www.villageofbeecher.org ROBERT 0. BARBER

December 3, 2003

Mr. Dennis Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

RE: COMMENTS FOR FAA TIER II SCOPING PROCESS ON THE SOUTH
SUBURBAN AIRPORT

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

On behalf of the Village of Beecher, I would like to add the following concerns as part of the
record for the FAA Tier II scoping process for your consideration:

1.{ The need to include an eastern public passenger access to the airport.( We are of the opinion

that a substantial portion of the market demand for the airport will com€ from northwest Indiana. 27-2
Limiting access to the west side of the airfield will increase drive times and may reduce demand

to some extent. There will also be potentially more economic benefit to the south suburbs if an

eastern access were included.

2.[I:imiting the size of the airport to four runwayg With the expansion of O’Hare, we feel there
is no long term need for more than four runways at this facility. Passenger demand will be
affected by the expansion of O’Hare and new enplanement forecasts will probably verify our
assumption that six runways are no longer needed. The elimination of the south runway in the
six runway configuration would also reduce the detrimental affects of flyovers of our
community.

2-4

3 Consider shifting the four runway airfield further north to reduce flyovers of existing 2-)
residences. {Since 1995, 300 homes have been built under the DNL noise contours of the two
farthest south runways. If the first runway can be shifted to the northside of Eagie Lake Road

and the second runway to the north of this runway, new noise contours will fall over less
populated areas.

4. gimort expansion phasing. The Village of Beecher would like to have the second and third o
ruriwvays built to the north of the first runway and the fourth runway be built south of the first 2-f

MEMBER « ILLINOIS MUNICIPAL LEAGUE 2000 GOVERNORS HOMETOWN AWARD WINNER
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runway. This phasing pattern also reduces flyovers of existing homesB

5.{ Compel the use of a regional facility for sewer treatment. In lieu of a stand-alone facility for
sewer treatment, the State of Illinois should be encouraged to examine and provide a cost- 1g-2

effective analysis of a regional plant operated by a sanitary district shared by other communities
close to the airport. The Village has had discussions with the Thorn Creek Sanitary District on
this matter and they are agreeable to considering an expansion of their district into eastern Will
County including the airport if a cost-effective approach can be attainedB

6.{Qperating conditions of the airport should limit flyovers of existing residences. The Village

would encourage parallel take-offs off the runways for at least several miles to avoid flyovers of 3-6
communities located north and south of the airport. Night time operations should also be
sensitive to existing residential communities}

7@onstruction Traffic Patterns necd to be more detailed and avoid Route #1. Route #1 from
IL 394 to the Kankakee County Lane is currently operating above capacity during peak traffic
periods and will only get worse over time. It is also not constructed to Class II truck standards.
The use of Route #1 for construction traffic without a significant improvement to the roadway is
not feasible. The Village is also opposed to any construction traffic using Route #1 through our
community]@le use of rail for construction materials is a more feasible alternative, or the 9.6
construction of a roadway directly off of 1-573

/73

8{ A regional plan for protection of the water supply as a result of airport development. The
airport itself may not require a significant amount of water, but development associated with an ?"//
airport may stress water supplies.@quifer capacities should be considered in the analysisB Ta9F

9.@6ntrols on airport-related development inside the airport fence. We are deeply concerned
about potential property tax revenue from airport related development within the airport property

being used to finance the construction and future expansions of the airport while the communities
around the airport are deprived of funds for offsite improvements and demands for municipal ¢ _{
services which will increase as the airport grows. The use of TIF districts and Enterprise Zones

to fund airport improvements deeply disturb us. The airport should be able to financially sustain
itself without siphoning off revenue which should be going to the appropriate taxing

jurisdictions,)

10.{ Funding for offsite improvements necessary for a successful airport. Many of the proposals

we have seen for the construction of the airport do not include necessary offsite improvements
which are not only important to the success of the airport but also to the sustainability of the 27,—‘{
surrounding communities. Roads which lead to the airport entrance must be expanded and
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improved to handle the volumes of traffic anticipated. We have not seen a funding mechanism in
any of the plans for offsite improvementg

These are just a few of the more important concerns we have regarding the construction and
operation of this airfield. If you have any questions regarding our comments, please feel free to
contact me at 708-946-2261.

Sincerely Yours,

ol oot

Paul Lohmann
Village President

PL:ab
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November 28, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, Illinois 60018

RE: South Suburban Airport Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement
Agency Scoping Meeting December 3, 2003

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

On behalf of the Gary/Chicago International Airport Authority, we appreciate the opportunity to
comment on this environmental scoping process. The proposed south suburban airport has critical
adverse impact on several areas affecting long term operation of the existing Gary/Chicago
International Airport which lies 25 miles and 35 niinutes south of downtown Chicago with great
existing and potential capacity and underutilized infrastructure and other resources. Recognizing that
you are requesting comments related to the scoping for the Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement, we
offer the following:

ADVERSE AIRSPACE IMPACT

We feel that it is imperative that the Tier 2 EIS scope of work takes into account and directly addresses

the environmental consequence of adversely impacting existing airport airspace for the

Gary/Chicago, Midway and O’Hare International Atrports. As currently filed by the south suburban
airport, the airspace required to operate the newly proposed airport conflicts with the airspace needed

for continued operation by existing airports. This situation represents a threat to our ability to

continue to expand and to meet the air service needs of the residents in our Chicagoland region.

Further, these airspace impacts will place long term restrictions on the growth and expansion of the
Gary/Chicago International Airport. Z 3'3

We are concerned that as an existing and operating airport, Gary/Chicago International Airport is being
told by the FAA that operations on our cross wind Runway 2 will be impacted by Peotone airspace in
the future. Our long- term development of facilities at our airport should be preserved to ensure
sustainable competitiveness in attracting and serving airlines. We find it incredible that after a 52 year
history, Gary/Chicago International Airport must take a second seat to an “airport that only exists on
paper.” Clearly your intentions indicated are actions of environmental and economic injustice and we
await your specific mitigation of such,

GARY / CHICAGO AIRPORT AUTHORITY DISTRICT
6001 WEST INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY * GARY, INDIANA 46406 « PH. (219) 949-9722 FAX (219) 9490573
www. garychicagoairport.com



Page 2 Tier 2 EIS continued

The FAA states that alternatives must provide safe and efficient airspace operations. Yet, the proposed
Peotone takes away full use of our existing airspace and threatens our ability to meet a goal of
efficiency, and therefore, long term sustainability. As the Atrport, City of Gary, State of Indiana,
Federal Government and private interests have made huge investments in this existing airport and
expanded its capacity to provide service to Chicagoland, we must be in a position to protect our

airspace and our long term growth opportunities, 23 -:3

This issue requires a comprehensive review and documentation that the proposed atrport in no way
adversely impacts or harms the Gary/Chicago, Midway and OHare International Airports” airspace,
now or in the future. We are very concerned that moving forward without an adequate review of this
issue will not provide adequate documentation under NEPA requirements. We propose that the scope
identify and address any necessary airspace restructuring to assure the viability and long term future of
our existing airport, Gary/Chicage International AirporB

Purpose and Need

e /Please provide us with detailed information about the process which is proposed to be used in the
Tier 2 EIS scope of work to provide sufficient information to justify the purpose and need for the /~/
development of a new airport and to define the area which will be served by this airport}

In the December 2003 scoping document, it is stated: “The purpose of the FAA s action in this Tier 2
EIS is 1o satisfy the need 1o provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and anticipated
demands for air carrier, special and general cargo and general and corporate aviation use within the
south suburban arca of the greater Chicago region.” The Tier I EIS did not provide sufficient
evidence about the purpose or need of this facility to justify development of a new facility when
considerable capacity and underutilized resources exist at the Gary/Chicago International Airport. We
are concerned that the Tier 2 EIS will not address with sufficient details the purpose and need for this
facility to justify its development or to satisfy that existing airport facilities cannot serve this same
demand.

EN-hat are the demand and forecasts for Peotone? How and why are they different than Gary/Chicago
International Airport’s which were sanctioned by the FAA? How can forecasts for Gary/Chicago _2.0
International Airport be less, by FAA dictate, than published forecasts for Peotone when Gary/Chicago
International Airport’s population and business concentrations are more dense, closer to ground access

with shorter travel times for more travelers, and 10 miles closer to the Chicago Loop?

These questions are asked but ignored by the Peotone interests including the Federal government.

Simple questions but no answers. If left unchecked, the result will be environmental and economic

injustice and a contravention of the intent of NEPA.



Page 3 Tier 2 EIS continued

Altgrnatives

o ZPlease provide us with detailed information about the process which is proposed to be used in the 2~
Tier 2 EIS scope of work to provide a detailed evaluation of the alternative to use other existing
airports. }

We agree that the alternatives discussion is the heart of the environmental process; however, sufficient

information was not included in your scoping document to assure us that a realistic evaluation will be

made of the alternative of making use of Gary/Chicago International Airport instead of promoting /- 2

urban sprawl through new transportation facility development in areas farther removed from the urban

area to be served. {[Lhe alternatives need alse consider the use of Bloomington/Normal Airport (Central )-11

Ilinois), Midway, O’Hare and Rockford}

Ground Access
. 6 he project scope of work should include extensive information about the existing and needed 2 7~/
ground transportation necessary 10 serve a new airport site. §

Although the proposed project overview includes access roadways from Interstate 57 to serve the new
airline terminal and access roadways to serve the new air cargo facilities, we question whether there
are other more significant ground transportation programs which will be needed as a result of the
proposed Inaugural Airport Program or its future phases.

A putative airport such as Peotone cannot succeed with ground access that is commensurate in scale

with forecasts. You need to thoroughly analyze the impact and costs of many required success factors

such as the Illiana Expressway, higher speed/higher capacity rail, extension of 1-355 | widening of
Hlinois-394 and Interstate 57, etc. The analysis, if justice is done, needs to admit such

infrastructure already exists to serve the Gary/Chicago International Airport. @-e raise the 27. 9
question, what is the long-term plan for ground access to this site from the Chicago urban area and will

the environmental and economic issues related with these ground access improvements be addressedﬂ

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
UWithan, Lnkte

William L. Stachle
President, Gary/Chicago International Airport Authority



" GARY SCOTT L. KING

CHICAGO MEGLIVE n Py
AIRPORT ,
Chicago's Beet Anproach DEC 65 2003 o
st I I Iﬂ - | AIRPORTBOARD OF AUTHORITY
William L. Staehle, President

Paul A, Karas Lavell Gatewood Cornell Collins, Vice President
Administrator Executive Director Otho Lyles II1, Secretary
November 28, 2003 Pastor Marion J. Johnson, Jr., Member

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, Illinois 60018

RE: South Suburban Airport' Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement
Agency Scoping Meeting December 3, 2003

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

On behalf of the Gary/Chicago International Airport Authority, we appreciate the opportunity to
comment on this environmental scoping process. The proposed south suburban airport has critical
adverse impact on several areas affecting long term operation of the existing Gary/Chicago
International Airport which lies 25 miles and 35 minutes south of downtown Chicago with great
existing and potential capacity and underutilized infrastructure and other resources.” Recognizing that
you are requesting comments related to the scoping for the Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement, we
offer the following:

ADVERSE AIRSPACE IMPACT

We feel that it is imperative that the Tier 2 EIS scope of work takes into account and directly addresses
the environmental consequence of adversely impacting existing airport airspace for the
Gary/Chicago, Midway and O’Hare International Airports. As currently filed by the south suburban
airport, the airspace required to operate the newly proposed atrport conflicts with the airspace needed
for continued operation by existing airports. This situation represents a threat to our ability to
continue to expand and to meet the air service needs of the residents in our Chicagoland region.
Further, these airspace impacts will place long term restrictions on the growth and expansion of the
Gary/Chicago International Airport.

We are concerned that as an existing and operating airport, Gary/Chicago International Airport is being
told by the FAA that operations on our cross wind Runway 2 will be impacted by Peotone airspace in
the future. Our long- term development of facilities at our airport should be preserved to ensure
sustainable competitiveness in attracting and serving airlines. We find it incredible that after a 52 year
history, Gary/Chicago International Airport must take a second seat to an “airport that only exists on
paper.” Clearly your intentions indicated are actions of environmental and economic injustice and we
await your specific mitigation of such. '

GARY / CHICAGO AIRPORT AUTHORITY DISTRICT
6001 WEST INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY * GARY, INDIANA 46406 « PH. (219) 945-9722 FAX (219) 949-0573
www.garychicagoairpori.com



Page 2 Tier 2 EIS continued

The FAA states that alternatives must provide safe and efficient airspace operations. Yet, the proposed
Peotone takes away full use of our existing airspace and threatens our ability to meet a goal of
efficiency, and therefore, long term sustainability. As the Airport, City of Gary, State of Indiana,
Federal Government and private interests have made huge investments in this existing airport and
expanded its capacity to provide service to Chicagoland, we must be in a position to protect our
airspace and our long term growth opportunities.

This issue requires a comprehensive review and documentation that the proposed airport in no way
adversely impacts or harms the Gary/Chicago, Midway and O’Hare International Airports’ airspace,
now or in the future. We are very concerned that moving forward without an adequate review of this
issue will not provide adequate documentation under NEPA requirements. We propose that the scope
identify and address any necessary airspace restructuring to assure the viability and long term future of
our existing airport, Gary/Chicago International Airport..

Purpose and Need

» Please provide us with detailed information about the process which is proposed to be used in the
Tier 2 EIS scope of work to provide sufficient information to justify the purpose and need for the
development of a new airport and to define the area which will be served by this airport.

In the December 2003 scoping document, it is stated: “The purpose of the FAA s action in this Tier 2
EIS is to satisfy the need to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and anticipated
demands for air carrier, special and general cargo and general and corporate aviation use within the
south suburban area of the greater Chicago region.” The Tier 1 EIS did not provide sufficient
evidence about the purpose or need of this facility to justify development of a new facility when
considerable capacity and underutilized resources exist at the Gary/Chicago International Airport. We
are concermed that the Tier 2 EIS will not address with sufficient details the purpose and need for this
facility to justify its development or to satisfy that existing airport facilities cannot serve this same
demand. :

What are the demand and forecasts for Peotone? How and why are they different than Gary/Chicago
International Airport’s which were sanctioned by the FAA? How can forecasts for Gary/Chicago
International Airport be less, by FAA dictate, than published forecasts for Peotone when Gary/Chicago
International Airport’s population and business concentrations are more dense, closer to ground access
with shorter travel times for more travelers, and 10 miles closer to the Chicago Loop?

These questions are asked but ignored by the Peotone interests including the Federal government.
Simple questions but no answers. If left unchecked, the result will be environmental and economic
injustice and a contravention of the intent of NEPA.

GARY / CHICAGO AIRPORT AUTHORITY DISTRICT
6001 WEST INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY * GARY, INDIANA 46406 « PH. (219) 949-9722 FAX (219) 949-0573
www.garychicagoairport.com
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Alternatives

e Please provide us with detailed information about the process which is proposed to be used in the
Tier 2 EIS scope of work to provide a detailed evaluation of the alternative to use other existing
airports.

We agree that the alternatives discussion is the heart of the environmental process; however, sufficient

information was not included in your scoping document to assure us that a realistic evaluation will be

made of the alternative of making use of Gary/Chicago International Airport instead of promoting

urban sprawl through new transportation facility development in areas farther removed from the urban

area to be served. The alternatives need also consider the use of Bloomington/Normal Airport (Central

Illinois), Midway, O’Hare and Rockford.

Ground Access
* The project scope of work should inciude extensive information about the existing and needed
ground transportation necessary to serve a new airport site.

Although the proposed project overview includes access roadways from Interstate 57 to serve the new
airline terminal and access roadways to serve the new air cargo facilities, we question whether there
are other more significant ground transportation programs which will be needed as a result of the
proposed [naugural Airport Program or its future phases.

A putative airport such as Peotone cannot succeed with ground access that is commensurate in scale
with forecasts. You need to thoroughly analyze the impact and costs of many required success factors
such as the Illiana Expressway, higher speed/higher capacity rail, extension of I-355 , widening of
Illinois-394 and Interstate 57, etc. The analysis, if justice is done, needs to admit such
infrastructure already exists to serve the Gary/Chicago International Airport. We raise the
question, what is the long-term plan for ground access to this site from the Chicago urban area and will
the environmental and economic issues related with these ground access improvements be addressed?

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Wit (Jeokte

President, Gary/Chicago International Airport Authority

GARY / CHICAGO AIRPORT AUTHORITY DISTRICT
6001 WEST INDUSTRIAL HIGHWAY » GARY, INDIANA 456406 « PH. (219) 949-9722 FAX (219) 949-0573
www.garychicagoairport.com
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November 2, 2003

Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

‘Des Plaines, Illinois 60018

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

We have received correspondence from your office addressed to the former
administration or to an incorrect address. Please update your records to reflect the
current administration and correct address:

Zachariah Pahmahmie

Tribal Chairman

Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation
Government Center

16281 Q Road

Mayetta, Kansas 66509

Chairman Pahmahmie also serves as the Tribal Historic Cultural Preservation
representative and the Native American Grave Protection Repatrniation Act representative
for the Prairie Band Potawatomi Nation.

Thank you.

Sincerely,
Verna Simon

Legislative Assistant

cc: Correspondence

16281 Q Road * Mayetta, KS 66508 ¢ 785.266.4000 ¢ Fax: 785.966.4002
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South Suburban Airport
Inaugural Airport Program
Environmental Impact Statement
1201 S. GOUGAR ROAD ¢ NEW LENOX, ILLINOIS 60451
(815) 462-3106 * FAX (815) 462-3176
www.will-scookswed.org

Leadership in Resource Management Since 1946.

The Will-So. Cook SWCD is a local unit of government authorized by the State of lilinois to preserve and protect the natural
resources of the District.

The following comments apply to the proposed Inaugural Airport Program for the South Suburban Airpart.

Soils and Productivity

CT_he soil make up of the entire site is nearly 94% prime farmland. This means that the land has the best combinatien of
physical and chemical characteristics for producing food, feed, forage, fiber and oilseed crops. The composite productiviiy /6.5
index using the University of Hlinois Circular 1156 corn is 111 bushels per acre, and for soybeans 38 bushels per acre. These
are the primary row crops grown in this area. The area, once paved over, will lose an average of 488,400 bushels of corn and
167,200 bushels of soybeans as a result of the 2 year rotation which is values at $2,304,50(}J

Water Quality

[_T—he proposed site is within the Kankakee Watershed. There are currently 4 naturaily occurring streams flowing through this
area. The streams provide habitat to many fish and wildlife species and rated by the /EPA lllinois Water Quality Report 1995
as having the highest rating of good. This is largely dua to the agronomic practices adopted by the area farmers that reguce
soil loss to the aliowable level as identified using the Minois T by 2000 inventory. Three of the four streams have runoff that -2
flows south and eventually merge into the Kankakee River. The Kankakee River is rated as one of the finest fisheries in
inois due to the runcff it receives. Many studies have decumented the decline of fish populations as watersheds deveiop due
1o the increased sediment load, nutrients, flow 'velocities and trace elementg

Water Quality is a top priority with both State and Federal decision-makers. Paving the surface for traffic use wiit have a high
potential to deliver pollutants to the existing streams, Many pollutants such as carbon and petroieum hydrocarbons will have ?_.S
short and iong-term impacts to the habitat currently used by the wildlife and landowners that have property adjacent to the

stream for recreational purpose_g

Flooding and Stream Erosion

Currently the soils act as a spange to absorb approximately 50% of the water after a 10-year frequency rainfall event and

thereby reducing flooding in our streams. Increasing hard surfaces increases the potentiat for flcoding to downstream property
owners as withessed many times in the Chicago Metropolitan area with out-of-bank flooding being witnessed along the

DesPlaines and Upper Salt Creek Rivers. [n addition to flooding increases, storm water runoff causes the stream channel to
respond to increased flow by eroding to form a larger cross sectional area. The eroded channel promotes a faster velocity of ?«é
flow, which accelerates the channel erosion process. Once this process begins, it is very difficult to stop because the typical

stream channel soils are highly erodible once the protective lining of cobble or vegetation is eroded away. The excessive

sediment delivery downstream cause impacts to fish spawning and recreational uses of the streams.

N

R Harry Hobls Glen Adair
Chairman, Will-So. Cook SWCD Vice-Chairman, Will-So. Cock SWCD Treasurer, Will-So. Cook SWCD

S

Ri¢hard Smerz
Secretary, Will-So. Cook SWCD

Ro; Marie DeWitt
Dirgctor, Will-So. Cook SWCD

All programs and services of the Will-South Cook SWCD are offered on a nendiscriminatory basis,
without regard to ruce, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, marital status, or handicap.
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FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF WILL COUNTY

22006 50 CHERRY EUTT ROAD REREY SHEREIAN Presidet
POST OFFICE BON s SLSAN RUTEY vice resident
IOLIFT, HLLINOIS 60434-1060 MARY ANN GEARIART, Secretary
PPHONE (815) 727-8700 GLENN WARNING. Treasurer
FAX (§13) 7279415 MICH AL PASTERIS, Dirvctor

August 31, 2000

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue
DesPlaines, IL 60018

RE: South Suburban Atrport Inaugural Plan
Tter One Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

{_/The District remains opposed to the use of our Monee Reservoir (currently our only 2.7

public fishing lake), Raccoon Grove Nature Preserve. and Goodenow Grove Nature
Preserve as sound barriers without just compensation. ]

We have previously provided voluminous comments both in writing and in person to
IDOT Staff and their consultants for the full build out EIS. These comments remain valid
for reduced scope.

A brief summary of these concerns and issues:

1) @_eed for a detailed analysis of noise pollution impacts on wildlife, and on
recreational use and enjoyment at these three Preserves, including baseline 3- 7
studies, and ongoing monitoring of noise levels, use patterns, wildlife
behavior, etc.

- 2) (mproved altemative analysis sectiony Z— /72

3) @creased analysis of indirect impacts to District holdings, recreation, and our
Acquisttion Plans caused by Airport driven development in the area, including [9"/5
physical impacts, increased acquisition and maintenance costs to the District,
transportation related takings of District holdings, etc.

4) (The need to update the inventory of grassland bird spécies within and adjacent [3_.3
to the [naugural Plan boundary. ]

As before, the District desires to work closely with IDOT Staff and their consultants on

scoping and reviewing the EIS. Should you, [DOT, TAMs or other consultants have any
guestions, please contact our Environmental P]annerJVictoria Gerberich,at this address.

bervel en EEA  ceoaiet s e
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Mr. Denis R. Rewerts
Page 2
August 31, 2000

Thank you for this opportunity to comment, and for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

T QU:uﬁ Wi }\-79@'{6,&

Timothy W. Good
Pianning Program Supervisor

cc: District File; Inaugural Plan EIS
District One Commissioners
Land Acquisition Committee
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FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF WILL COUNTY

17540 W. LARAWAY ROAD KERRY SHERIDAN, President
JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60433 SUSAN RILEY, Vice President
PHONE (815) 727-8700 MARY ANN DEUTSCHE, Secretary
FAX (815) 727-9415 JIM BLACKBURN, Treasurer
MICHAEL PASTERIS, Executive Director
December 10, 2003
S L _‘..-J'}i i-“
M. Denis R. Rewerts ' -

Federal Aviation Administration .
Chicago Airports District Office el TLIIIUTITLIOLL
2300 E. Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60018

Re: Tier 2 EIS, Scoping
Scuth Suburban Airport

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

One of the largest components of the EA and EIS for the proposed full build out plan of the South
Suburban Airport was comments by the Forest Preserve District of Will County. These

comments remain valid and should continue to be considered as part of the Tier Two EIS

scoping./ Attached for your convenience are copies of the District’s 8/3/00 and 10/26/01 - Y
commenfs.on the Tier One scoping and draft E[S that would also apply to Tier ?u@ 27 /

In 2000, the District and the Department entered into an Intergovernmental Agrecinent

(Resolution No. 00-37, enclosed) which described the relationship of the two parties in instances

where both parties are pursuing the acquisition of the same parcels, or if’ District holdings are -

later determined to be required for the airport. Both parties entered into a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU #03-01, Resolution No. 03-06) earlier this year establishing the process for 23— 5
determining and measuring impacts to District lands and resources (enclosed). District and

Department Staff are currently negotiating the scope of these baseline studies, and measurement

criteria (see enclosed 6/9/03 comments). The District would ask that the issues and elements

included in these documents also be included in the Tier Two scopingj

If I can provide any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sircerely,

%Md.%m/

Michael A. Pasteris
Executive Director

Enclosures

cc: District file; Misc/Peotone/20-EP/SSA/FAA 12-04-03
District One Commissioners
Carolyn Grosboll; Illinois Nature Preserves Commission

RECYCLED @ RECYCLABLE



FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF WILL COUNTY

22606 S. CHERRY HILL ROAD KERRY SHERIDAN, President
POST OFFICE BOX 1069 SUSAN RILEY, Vice President
JOLIET, ILLINOIS 60434-1069 : MARY ANN GEARHART, Secretary
PHONE (815) 727-8700 GLENN WARNING, Treasurer _
FAX (815) 727-9415 . MICHAEL PASTERIS, Executive Director
1
October 28, 2001
' Mr.. benis R. Rewerts
Department of Transportation
- Federal Aviation Administration
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des-Plaines, IL 60018

RE: South Suburban Airport
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Tier 1

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

Forest-Preserve District staff have completed a review of the Draft Environmental Impact e
Statement {DEIS), Tier 1: FAA Site Approval and Land Acquisition by the State of lllinois
Proposed South Suburban Airport. Although the Tier One DEIS does not consider the planning,
construction, and operation of an airport, the Tier | DEIS does consider the potential
environmental impacts to the natural resources and environmental quality of the region in
response to siting an airport in the selected location.. As a reviewer of the document, the District
considered the likelihood that if parcels were to be purchased for the siting of an airport, actual
construction and development would likely occur as well." It isthe-actual construction and
development that most concemns the District.

) e T T
The District's former comments regarding the proposed siting of an airport facility at the Peotone
site remain valid and pertinent to the issues surrounding the acquisition of land for the third
airport. The DEIS was clear in stating that the Tier | only evaluates the impacts of acquisition,
however, it is difficult to separate the fwo activities of acquisition and deveIOpment within the
review process. The District has the followmg comments based upon prlor concemns and the
current DEIS.

The preferred alternative site selected for the airport is located in Peotohe, within Will County.

Ethough the full build out completely surrounds two of our preserves, the Inaugural Plan is within

1/2 mile of the District's Raccoon Grove Nature Preserve and 1/4 mile of Monee Reservoir and
. 1 3/4 miles of Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve. There are environmentally sensitive resources
of statewide significance located within these sites. While the DEIS has identified these s _7
resources, protection of them is sfill unclear. Past discussions have indicated that the District's
preserves could be used as sound buffers for the airport. The District remains opposed to the
use of Monee Reservoir, Raccoon Grove Nature Preserve, and Goodenow Grove Nature
Preserve as sound barriersa

The protective buffer that the DE!S has identified around Raccoon Grove Nature Preserve as a
buffer zone will need careful examination by the District and the lllinois Nature Preserves
Commission. The size and type of management and restoratlon potentlal will be most nmportant
to the District.

South Suburban Airport
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Tier 1
Page 1 0f 2

RecycLeD. (B) RECYCLABLE



As State dedicated nature preserves, Raccoon Grove and Goodenow Grove nature Preserves.
are to be put to their highest and best use for public benefit. The District feels that if the sites
were fo be used and degraded by the construction and implementation of a regional airport, the
benefits and uses of the sites would be decreased.

[T-h_ere needs to be a more complete inventory of the current baseline conditions of the District's
holdings that would likely be impacted by the development of an airport. The inventories should
include baseline information on current wildlife densities and use patterns, recreational use ~ 1
pattems and noise levels. There should also be provisions stated within the EIS implicating that a 7= ’)
structured monitoring schedule would be established in order to detect any impacts from the
development of the airport. A set of criteria should also be established in order to determine what
level of impact would be acceptable before mitigation and compensation would be necessarB

(Tlhe District also has concems for Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve and a need for a buffer
around that site. The increased poputation as a result of the airport facility would likely create Y. é
environmental impacts and openspace needs that should be planned for and addressed prior to
the adoption and implementation of any plans;} . :

ﬁhe DEIS recognized in the Cumulative fmpacts Section that the prejected population increases
wouid likely require expanded recreational facilities and openspace. However, no strategy is
provided as to how the local and state agencies are to meet this need or through what means this 7 \/ - 3
would be possible. The DEIS does not address how the public will be fairly compensated for the

loss of natural and recreational resourcesg -

[gtaff is also concemed regarding the potential threat to archeological resources. According to
District staff, supplemental investigations by a competent amateur archeologist has shown the
following: -

« Large areas containing numerous sites have not been investigated by IDOT staff
«- The site density in those areas that have been surveyed has been under reported
s The amount of sites containing Paleo-Indian material is unusually high and should be

addressed in the Final EIS _ _ i -
» Alarge number of sites are culside the "high probability zone" e / / ~L
» There Is an unusual earthen formation in section 33, T34N, R13E which should be

investigated further.
Staff feels that sufficient evidence exist to warrant a more extensive Phase | Archeological
Investigation of the survey area prior to completion of the Final EI§.J

Staff is aware that the process of land acquisition will create littte impact on the natural resources
and environmental quality of the area. However, proper planning requires stakeholders to look at
and anticipate the future anticipated impacts that the potential development of the site as an air
carrier facility would likely have con the region's natural resources and environmental quality. As
an agency dedicated to the preservation of natural and cultural resources and development of
outdoor education and recreational activities, it is imperative that these concerns be known and
addressed, if not within this document, within future Tiers of this Environmental impact Statement

process.
Thank you for this opportunity to comment.

Sincerely, _ :
Madrad A Ghsfonis. Al *
Michael A. Pasteris ’

Executive Director '

South Suburban Airport
Draft Environmental Impact Statement Tier 1
Page 2 of 2
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Resolution #0037

INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENT

This Agreement is entered into this {4 day of , 2000, by and between the
Forest Preserve District of Will County (hereinafter referred to ds "District"), a body corporate and
politic, established under the Downstate Forest Preserve District Act of the State of lllinois (70 ILCS
805 et seq. and the State of Illinois, acting by and through the Department of Transportation,

(hersinafter referred to as "Department"):

WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, the District has among its powers the ability to ax:quue land in pursuit of its
statutory purposes; and,

WHEREAS, the Department has among its powers the ability to acquire land for the
construction of roads and airports; and,

WHEREAS, the Department and the District are concerned about the acquisition of land in
Will County for the construction of an airport, the mitigation of any potential adverse environmental
impacts which might be associated with that airport, and the ability of the District to carry out its
long range goals which include, among others, the preservation of the natural flora and fauna of the

area; and,

WHEREAS, the Department and the District have previously executed a letter agreement
dated January 26, 1998, which is attached hereto as Exhibit "A"; and,

WHEREAS, the District and the Department are authorized by the Constitution of the State
of Ninois and the Intergovemmental Cooperation Act (5 ILCS 220/1 et seq.) to engage in joint
efforts to carry out each party’s respective obligations;

NOW, THEREFORE, the District and the Department agree as follows:
1.  The above recitals form the basis of this Agreement and are incorporated herein.

2 The District and the Department shall continue to meet on a periodic basis to discuss
the pending purchase or development of land which may be needed for the
. construction of an airport, for the pursuit of the District’s goals, and/or for the
mitigation of potential adverse environmental impacts which may be associated with
the construction and operstion of the ajrport. :

3. In those instances where either the District or the Department finds it necessary to
acquire land so that incompatible development can be avoided, additional meetings
between the District and the Department shall be scheduled.



The District and the Department shall exchange information pertaining to the
location and valuation of all such parcels of land and the appropriate acquisition and
relocation procedutes which may be necessary or required due to potential federal
involvement with the airport.

The District and the Department recognize that there will be circumstances where the
interests of each of the parties overlap. Specifically, the District recognizes that there
may be circumstances wherz the Department will need to purchase an interest
(including, but not limited to, a fee simple interest) in land which has been previously
purchased by and is thus owned by the District, and the Department recognizes that
there may be instances where it would be appropriate for the District to utilize land
purchased by the Department for District purposes. Although there will be unique
circurnstances associated with each situation, the following general principles will
be followed in the preparation of separate agreements with respect to all such parcels
of land owned by the District: _

A In those instances where acquisition by the Department occurs within two
years of the date the parcel was acquired by the District (the District’s
acquisition date shall be the date of closing if title was acquired by deed or
the date of the entry of a final judgment order if title was acquired pursuant
to eminent domain), the Department will reimburse the District for both the
purchase price of the parce] and the costs incurred by the District (hereinafter,
the District’s costs", as defined below) for both the acquisition and the
holding of the parcel. In the event the Department acquires less than 100%
of the acreage of a particular parcel, the percentage acquired by the
Department shall be applied to both the purchase price and the District’s costs
to determine the tota] amount of reimbursement to the District.

B. In those instances where acquisition by the Department occurs two years or
more from the date the parcel was acquired by the District, the
reimbursement amount as calculated under Paragraph SA hereof shall be
increased by an amount equal to the average annual return on the District’s
bond proceeds (as determined by the District’s auditor) since the District’s
acquisition of the parcel.

C.  District’s costs will generally be considered to include title and survey work,
appraisal fees, negoriator’s fees whether done by District staff or others,
attorney fees, court costs, recording costs, relocation costs, property
management to the extent it is not performed by Forest Preserve personnel,
and other similar and related expenses. District’s costs will generally not
exceed 15% of purchase price.



10.

D. District and Department shall share according to their prorata shares in the
proceeds of any sale or rental of land or improvements which are acquired as -
a result of any of these acquisitions. Department’s share in any such
proceeds shall be calculated as a credit towards its obligation to reimburse the
District.

E. The District and the Department will confer on a regular and ongoing basis
to discuss the selection of appraisers, the prospective purchase price of
parcels of land, potential relocation costs, and related matters.

District and Department recognize that Department must eventually be the owner of

- land which is purchased pursuant to this Agreement which is located inside the

boundaries of the airport and that District should remain the owner of all land
purchased pursuant to this Agreement which is located outside the boundaries of the
airport. To the extent that the ultimate boundaries of the airport are changed,
Department’s abligations to reimburse District will be changed accordingly,

" No parcel or any part thereof shall be transferred to Department without there first

having been made a title approval by the Attorney General of Illinois.

District shall obtain disclosure of the identity of holders of beneficial interests in land
trusts as required by The Land Trust Beneficial Interest Disclosure Act (765 TLCS
405) and the identity of all other owners as required by Section 3.1 of the Public
Officer Prohibited Activities Act (50 ILCS 105/3.1, as amended by Public Act 91-
361).

The terms of this Agreement shall be binding on the successors and assigns of both
the Department and the District.

The District shall maintain, for a minium of three years from the date of
reimbursement by the Departinent to the District, adequate books, records, and
supporting documents to verify the amounts, recipients, and uses of all funds
reimbursed to the District pursuant to this Agreement. This Agreement, and all
books, records, and supporting documents related to this Agreement, shall be
avajlable for review and audit by the Auditor General and the Department. The
District agrees to cooperate fully with any audit conducted by the Auditor General
and the Department and to provide full access to all relevant materials. Failure to
maintain the books, records and supporting documents required by this section shall
establish a presumption in favor of the Department for the recovery of any funds
paid by the Department under the Agreement for which adequate books, records and
supporting documentation are not available to support their purported disbursernent.

-3-



11.  The Agreement may be amended or terminated only by the express written consent

of both District and Department.

FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF WILL COUNTY

ez

Presi&ent. oard of Commissioners

ATTEPT:

H oflCommission:
\
ILLINQIS, DEPARTMIQ’NT OF TRANSPORTATION

TOTAL P.B6



Resolution No. 03- 06
MOU No. 03- 01

MEMORANDUM OF AGREEMENT
BETWEEN THE FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT OF WILL COUNTY

AND THE ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

I Purpose

This agreement establishes a methodology for a series of agreements between the
Forest Preserve District of Will County (“the District”) and the Illinois Department of
Transportation (“the Department”™). The agreements will address mitigation measures
arising from the environmental impacts of staged development of an airport in eastern
Will County and the relation of those impacts to existing and planned public uses of
the District’s facilities. Figure 1 attached to this agreement illustrates the proposed
boundaries of the airport site and the locations of existing and proposed District
facilities.

I, Parties

The District has jurisdiction over certain outdoor public recreational and educational
facilities throughout Will County, Illinois. These facilities include natural areas,
picnic groves, environmental education centers, campgrounds, fishing reservoirs and
the like. The Department is an agency of the Illinois State government whose duties
include the planning and development of airports throughout Ilincis. The
Department has been planning for the development of a new, major commercial
airport in the region and is currently acquiring the property needed for development
of this airport. ' :

III.  Process for Agreements

The District and the Department believe that the best way for the parties to establish
the necessary mitigation of environmental impacts associated with the development
of the airport is by means of a series of agreements. Each step along the way will be
memorialized with another memorandum of agreement or other suitable document.
The process is envisioned to proceed as follow.

A. Categories of Impacts
The parties will establish which types of impacts associated with airport development

will constituie a use, have adverse impacts on, or be incompatible with the expected
public uses of District’s facilities. The presence of an airport could influence the
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District’s ability to performn aerial surveys of deer populations or prescribed bums.
Noise from aircraft could influence the effectiveness of outdoor recreation and
educational uses of specific facilities. Increased development of the area surrounding
the airport could overburden some of District’s facilities. These examples and others
will be discussed by the District and the Department to deterrnine which can be
quantified or otherwise appropriately estimated and atfributed to the airport and are
suitable for further use in pursuit of the agreements called for in this process.

B. Possible incompatible public uses

After the categories of impacts are determined, the parties will determine which
existing and already planned public uses of District’s facilities could be incompatible
with airport development. Once these uses are identified, the District may continue to
plan or implement any new uses which are incompatible with the impacts identified
Paragraph II1. A., above; but these actions by the District will be assumed to be taken
with knowledge of the airport development and may not be subject to mitigation by
the Department. The Department acknowledges that District has already planned and
is starting to implement ovemnight camping facilities and the construction of an
environmental learning center in the Goodenow Grove and Plum Creek facilities.

C. Data on possible Incompatible public uses

Procedures will be established for monitoring the possible incompatible public uses,
if any are identified under Paragraph IIL.B., above, to determine the number of uses
and visitors without airport development. These procedures could include a review of
licenses and permits issued by the District or surveys of the users of District’s
facilities.

D. Baseline impacts

Procedures will be established to determine the amount of related adverse
environmental impacts, as identified under Paragraph IILA., above; the affected
public uses are incurring without airport development. Measurement or estimation of
existing noise levels is one example.

E. Allowable incremental impact

The parties will agree on the incremental amount of impacts, as identified in
Paragraph II.A., above attributable to airport development which will be
incompatible with the uses identified in Paragraph II1.B., above. The parties will also
agree on a monitoring program to measure the incremental impacts during
construction and after airport development. For example, this increment could be
stated in terms of increased noise.
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IV. Timing

District and Department will commence the process of reaching the agreements called
for in Paragraph III, above as soon as possible. Some of the elements of Paragraph
I, above may be combined in the individual agreements which will be executed.
The entire process envisioned by this agreement could be concluded in eighteen
months or less.

V. General

District and Department may choose to enlist the assistance of others in advising on
the metheds for reaching the agreements called for in this agreement. This agreement
and the individual agreements, which follow, will be binding on the parties’
successors and assigns. If any individual agreement called for in this agreement is
determined to be invalid or unenforceable, this determination will not necessarily
invalidate other agreements reached by the parties. This agreement may be amended
by writtent agreement of the parties. ‘

Forest Preserve District of Will County Hlinois Departm f Transportation
wef Loy fr DA
BY:
{ { :

ITS: President, Board of Commissioners ITS:
DATE: January 9, 2003 pate W el | {2203

APPROVED:

¢ !
A
OFFICE OF CHIEF COUNSEL

DATE: January9, 2003

AYE: 25
NAY: 0
PASS: 0
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Comments on the User Study of Forest Preserve District of Will County
Properties in the Vicinity of the Proposed South Suburban Airport

Prepared by Forest Preserve District of Will County Staff
june 9, 2003

Background

1. “Development and operation of the proposed South Suburban Airport will not constitute a

“use” as defined by items (i) and (ii) above, but may constitute a constructive use at some point in the
future.”

~ The EIS has not been finalized and we should not assume what the use designation will be.

The District will still contest “use” as Monee Reservoir and Raccoon Grove Nature Preserve
are surrounded by the Airport or buffer.

2, “Substantial impairment occurs only when the protected activities, features, or attributes of the
resource are substantially diminished. ”

Are there any quantitative criteria, measures or thresholds that define substantially
impaired?

3. Under the examples of constructive use, the following should be included:
- water quality and quantity impacts |
- increased or decreased demand for services

FPDWC Properties Potentially Impacted by SSA

1. Raccoon Grove Nature Preserve - Should include the adjacent properties identified as a

critical acquisition priority and funded in the Capital Improvement Program for any biotic or
abiotic surveys, particularly grassland birds.

2. Monee Reservoir ~ Only one-third of the public programs offered at Monee Reservoir have a
fishing theme. The remaining majority focus on water recreation or ecological themes.
There is no mention of one of the primary activities enjoyed by the public other than fishing
- wildlife observation. Staff track wildlife observations of site visitors and the data are
forwarded to Resource Management. The proposal should acknowledge the preserve
improvements currently underway, details of which will be provided by the District. In

addition, an IEPA Clean Lakes Grant was used for the installation of aerators and associated
lake improvements.

3. Goodenow Grove - Recommend a change in wording as follows:

a. Goodenow Grove is the sonthernmost of a series of preserves aloag within the Plum
Creek greenway.

Pagelof 6



b. This site is unusual because it provides habitat for species characteristic of both
eastern deciduous forests and western eastern tallprass prairie.

Areas of Concern

A newer addition to our Staff team on this project identified an additional concern that we
request be reflected here: Use of sites as benchmarks for long-term scientific and ecological
studies.

User Study

Objectives

We suggest a change in objective #4: To develop a methodology for determining impacts
attributable to the airport that will identify appropriate mitigation and/or compensation for
those impacts.

Use/User Surveys

The methodology is conceptual and needs the level of detail as provided for the biological
inventories (such as # of samples days, length of sampling program). Qur specific
concerns/comments are as follows.

1. The District believes it is critical to assess the quality of the visitor experience as perceived
by the visitor. This is the most direct link to the user to assess impacts as defined by
constructive use. A clear methodology is needed. One option could be short interviews by
the observers, and the creation of surveys cards/questionnaires that can be distributed to
site users and collected by District staff. Surveys getting at the quality of the experience -
should done for all three sites if possible.

2. “Fishing clinics, workshops, and fishing related Special Programs are offered April through
October.” During this time period 9 of the 26 programs offered are centered on flshmg
while the remaining programs cover a variety of topics.

3. Staff strongly believes the random selection of sampling times to assess day use will
inadequately or inaccurately capture actual use. For example sampling on weekdays only
will miss peak use on weekends or events. Also the length of the sampling period (over
several months) is needed to capture the different user groups on the site. User groups
include campers, picnickers, cyclists on cross-training bikes, school groups, volunteers,
wildlife observers, walk-in users, fisherman, canoeists, and attendees of programs or special
events requiring pre-registration. Sampling to assess day use should be randomly stratified
by the use or user type to adequately sample all users and time slots that the preserve is
open.
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4. An alternate assessment of users could be the installation of a counter for an extended
period.

5. It appears the District and IDOT's consultants will be involved in data collection for
use/ user studies. We recommend the preparation of a chart identifying all the different
types of data that will be collected and analyzed, and who is responsible for what task/data.

6. Picnic site reservations need to be added to Goodenow Grove.

Habitat/Environmental Monitoring

1. In general Staff would recommend sampling (noise, water, air and soil) on District sites and
adjacent parcels identified as within the airport buffer entirely surrounding Monee
Reservoir and Raccoon Grove be sampled. If District preserves come up higher in
target levels than the identified buffer, it would be hard to argue that District preserves are
not buffer. Biotic and abiotic samples/surveys should be done at all three District sites.
Without these types of data observed changes cannot be linked to the airport.

The case is made that in the absence of direct abiotic habitat data, biological measures, in
can help assess changes. It is also proposed to compare and/ or interpret specific biological
data in light of state wide critical trends. This is only valid when a statewide trend is

" unrelated to habitat loss and degradation such as West Nile Virus that has decimated
populations of some bird species, or such as a natural range expansion such as cattle egrets.

2. Given that we have users on the site over a 24-hour sampling period {(campers and night
programs), and because the DNL is also an averaged value over 24 hours, ambient noise
level should be measured over a 24-hour period, not just during the day. What assurances
do we have that all affected sites will be included in the noise-monitoring program?

3. Please define what is scientifically valid data for site-specific air quality conditions. Does it
not depend on the question? What exactly is the cost of the monitoring station and why is
this the only option? Why couldn’t ambient air quality over a longer period of time be
used? IEPA considers Will County in a non-attainment zone, but on what data is this
determination made? Does IEPA have sampling points and if so, could not Monee
Reservoir become one? Reference is made to other sampling (water quality, habitat and
vegetation monitoring) that will be sufficient to determine if airport emissions are having an
effect on District lands. Have specific air-quality sensitive biotic or abiotic targets been
identified in each of those sampling methodologies? For example lichens in the vegetation
sampling?

Staff is very concerned that one of the most direct impacts from being situated near the end

. of a runway is the change in air quality, as well as the public perception (i.e. what users will
want to spend a day at a forest preserve when the air quality is bad?). Without a direct
measure of air quality how will it be possible to identify or eliminate it as the cause in the
event negative impacts are detected?
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. Soil sampling - One of the most direct impacts to District properties is again not proposed
for the study. Even if other monitoring efforts suggest soil contamination is a potential
problem, there would be no baseline to reference and determine whether or not it has
occurred or what the source might be. Prolonged changes in air quality should also turn up
in the soil and this will be a good benchmark for both. In reference to the “Master Plan” it
states that various site plans (drainage, storm water, spill prevention, etc.) will be

developed. What is the “site”? Within the airport boundaries? Is buffer included? Is land

completely surrounded by either airport or buffer included?

. Staff concurs that species assemblages should be monitored, but they should not be the sole
focus of the study. Less environmentally sensitive and common, adaptable species will not
likely show affects of subtle environmental changes within a reasonable time frame. Rare,
sensitive and/ or uncommon species will likely be impacted first and should be included.
More detailed comments are below.

. The fish samples reference historic sites. We assume historic means past collections
documented by specimens. What is proposed references fisheries with respect to diversity of
non-game species. Why isn’t Monee Reservoir being measured? It is an impoundment of
Rock Creek tributary. Since one of the primary recreational activities by users is fishing,
why isn’t the Monee fisheries being sampled to assess a direct impact to the activity that is
responsible for a large portion of the generated revenues?

. Vegetation monitoring will emphasize structural habitat variables and will provide a context
for analyzing trends in animal abundance. While habitat structure does influence use, so
does composition. For example while studying Red-eyed Vireos at the Morton Arboretum,
some shrub species near the forested edge were preferred over others. Further we expect
vegetation structure and composition to change over time as a result of our active land
management prograrn.

Please define limited with respect to vegetation sampling. Much like the birds, there are
some plant species that are rare or state listed, and could be more prone to decline from
changes in habitat quality (water, air, or soil) or from limits on our ability to properly
manage, such as prescribed burning within specific windows and conditions.

. Prescribed burns take place at all three sites. Wind direction constraints should not only be
identified for each site relative to the constraints of airport operations but also relative to
adjacent landowners not within the buffer. By identifying all constraints, we may find
there is very little opportunity to conduct prescribed burns, or that the conditions under
which burns can be done do not match the prescriptions needed to achieve specific
management objectives with respect to headfire vs. backfire, rate of spread, heat generated,
time of year, etc. in specific management units. This could impact the method we need to
employ to eliminate a management problem (such as encroaching brush or garlic mustard)
that has a direct cost to the District.

. Financial Data - what analysis will be done and how to show whether or not thereis a
negative impact?

Page 4 of 6



Appendix A

Avian Monitoring

1.

Can the lands identified and funded within the District’s acquisition program be included?
Other wise a significant portion of the available habitat for key species, which is driving the
acquisition need, will not be considered. Monitoring is not proposed for Monee Reservoir,
however the avian community there is diverse and have included less common species.
Also, bird watching is one of the most popular recreational activities enjoyed by users. Staff
maintains lists and siting records.

Noise-related impacts on forest interior birds and associated breeding success are cited, but
other factors could also be at play such as water and air quality, or indirectly through the
loss of habitat adjacent to preserves as a result of ancillary development. The latter is true
for species (these could be targeted during monitoring) that are area- or habitat-sensitive
using areas within and outside of the preserve.

The sampling methodology for the forestis inadequate. Observers moving 150 meters
between plots will create a disturbance for many species, especially at Raccoon Grove that
has an open understory, and will not likely recover in time to be included within the survey.
Avian monitoring should include some long duration fixed point surveys to allow the birds
to recover from the disturbance and begin to act normally again. '

Avian sampling is proposed to occur at least twice during each phase of airport
development. This amounts to only a few hours during each sampling phase (pre-, during
and post-construction) and is insufficient to adequately and accurately characterize
breeding residents as well as migrants that are part of the users recreational experience.

Timing of the sampling needs to be carefully considered. April through June is more
appropriate. For example for most owl species the young will have left the nest by the end
of April.

Avian monitoring in wetland areas consists of a 10-minute point count followed by a 1-
minute call back tape and a 1-minute response time. This is inadequate; it essentially
amounts to 20 minutes looking for any of the 10 wetland-dependent species listed and 4
minutes looking for each species individually during each sampling phase. The list of
wetland-dependent species includes 7 state listed species and the chances of detecting once
of these in the time allotted is not likely. The call and response survey approach might not
work for every species as many breeding birds will remain silent while on the nest to not
give away their location to predators.

While it is true that teasing apart airport-related impacts from state wide trends need to be
considered, all this will tell us is that the avian community at District sites is responding to
development pressure the same way as they are across the site. These declines must be
observed in light of a probable cause. If this is in response to ongoing and nearby habitat
encroachment, loss or decline in habitat quality, then we must look to the site-specific cause
adjacent to District properties, i.e. the airport.
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8. What reference is being used for the classification of area-sensitive and habitat-dependent
species?

Amphibian Monitoring

1. Under potential threats, while there are existing noise sources these impacts do not extend
very far into the wooded areas. The airport is introducing a new type and quality of noise
impact (not an extension of an existing impact) on the order of several magnitudes above
existing conditions and may impair ecological/biological functions to a degree not seen
with existing conditions.

2. We would recommend properties adjacent to Raccoon Grove identified and funded in the
District’s current acquisition program be included. We also recommend that studies be
coordinated with our staff expert, Dave Mauger, with respect to location and methodology.

3. Dave Mauger recommends the methodology follow that developed by Bob Broadman of St.
Joseph College in Indiana. This methodology is accurate and is being utilized by Chicago
Wilderness. Dave is securing this information and it will be forwarded as soon as possible.

4. Pit fall traps, if employed, will need to be checked more than 3 times per week to avoid any
mortality. Since the drift fences will only encounter a portion of the species present, the
proposal to record other species seen or heard. This will miss species that vocalize at night
and antidotal observations cannot be quantified. We recommend dip net surveys in
wetlands to identify frog larvae/tadpoles and cover boards to survey salamanders. These
survey methods can be quantified and will survey suites of species that are expected to be
sensitive to declines in habitat quality (water, soil and air).
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¥ill Township - ooos
Wil County

RBruce Bamann Wrian Cann
Bightmay Comisgioner Superbigor
(708) 258-3060 (708) 258-0980

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, Illinois 60018

Dear Denis:

Once again we must tell our reasons why this proposed airport in the South Suburbs is a
horrible mistake.

1.[_?0 quantifiable statistical database has been established that would indicate an / ~1
economic demand for this airport even exists.)@&ll data thus far has been
“promoted” by pro-airport politicians and their special interest groups that have [—2Y
been hired to “manufacture” false data from which compromised forecasts have
been made.) ,

2. [('Enary-Chicng in connection with an expanded O’Hare, Midway, and Rockford will )= y; /

provide enough-air transportation capacity for freight and passengers well into the
next century. By then, Kankakee will be the next major air hub for the south
suburban ére‘?a '

3. (The harm thatWould be done to the environmental infrastructure which would be
ancompassed by and surrounded by this proposed insanity, would be irreparable, > 3
and the long range effects would be devastating to all forms ‘of flora and fauna.?

4. (The water needed for this facility is JUST NOT AVAILABLE, and will probably never
be, considering the current water tables, the declining water levels in the Great 9/
Lakes, and a grim outlook for increased replenishment of the aquifier networ@

5. AND HERE IS A REAL BIGGY,@e Major Airlines have not ever indicated that they 2
will ever use this facility, if builg, /-2

6. Eﬁe record thus far that IDOT has for building flourishing, thriving, profitable
airports (i.e., Mid-America in MUSKQOTA IL.) is evidence enough not to trust their /~ 23

ﬁapability for long-range planning for air capacity. { ERCII

7. any common sense exists in major government agencies such as the FAA, it <
would tell you this is a tragic error to build and then have to subsidize this airporg 22

8. @— he General Accounting Office in a published report dated August 30, 2002 (GAO-
02-997R), discusses their annual appraisal of Essential Air Service and cites
parameters for building airports. The proposed South Suburban Airport DOES /- 25"
NOT even come close to qualifying under EAS guidelinesg

éroppms THIS BOONDOGGLE WILL MAKE MORE PEOPLE HAPPY THAN NOT!
HE ONLY PEOPLE YOU WILL APPEASE BY GOING FORTH WITH THIS AIRPORT ,_ 7
PLANNING WILL BE THE POLITICIANS AND THE BUREACRACY THEY HAVE
BUILT TO FURTHER BILK TAXPAYING CITIZENS. POLITICIANS WILL BENEFIT,
REAL PEOPLEWILL: LOSE_ /™ L L

BRIAN'L. CANN
SUPERVISOR
WIEL TOWNSHIP
PEOTONE, iL

30317 South Will-Center Road « Peotone, Hllinoig 60468
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December 11, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts S A
Federal Aviation Administration S i
Chicago Atrports District Office SE B
2300 East Devon Avenue . '
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 YRR -

RE: NIRPC Regional Issues of Concern
South Suburban Airport - Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

Thank you for your invitation to make comments and recommendations for the FAA to consider during
the preparation of the South Suburban Airport - Tier 2 Environmental impact Statement (EIS). The
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) appreciates the opportunity for early
involvement and consultation with the Federal Aviation Administration on this matter.

The proposed South Suburban Airport would be located in Will County, Illinois, eight miles from the

Indiana State Line and just west of the City of Crown Point and the Towns of Cedar Lake and Lowell in

Lake County, Indiana. It would be approximately 20 miles southwest of the Gary/Chicago Regional

Airport and approximately 15 miles southwest of the Griffith Airport.ﬁile development of the South 6 - 42
Suburban Airport would have significant impacts on the further development of the Gary/Chicago

Regional Airport and on urban and rural communities in northwest Indianaj

&IRPC has supported and continues to support the development and expansion of the Gary/Chicago Q,—Q\D)
Regional Airport as the third major airport in the Chicago Metropolitan Area and has passed Resolutions
to support its development as the air carrier airport as recoramended in the Chicago Airport Capacity
Study. ) The Cities of Gary and Chicago have jointly made significant fiscal and planning commitments
to the development of the Gary/Chicago Regional Airport on a site that is already a functioning Class C
airport and in a designated revitalization zone. Plans to upgrade the Gary/Chicago Regional Airport
include significant railroad relocation, runway upgrades, and other building and ground transportation
improvements.

Given that governmental resources are limited and that our regional plans emphasize smart growth and
sustainable development, we believe it is prudent to utilize existing facilities in urban areas that are
already serviced by public infrastructure, f_“?e also believe development of the South Suburban Airport
with its associated impacts and demands on public infrastructure would have significant direct and
indirect environmental impacts on the Indiana side of the state line.j

2948



NIRPC recommends that the FAA consider the regional impacts upon northwestern Indiana that would
result from development of the South Suburban Airport in Will County, Hllinois. Please consider the
following questions during the preparation of the EIS:

1. {ﬁow would development of the South Suburban Airport affect growth and development of the 2747
Gary/Chicago Regional Airport and other airports in northwestern Indiana@gow would future
South Suburban flight patterns affect the current and planned runway configurations at the 27 =<2
Gary/Chicago Airport??i

2. Elow would Northwest Indiana be affected by urban sprawl? How would the plans for economic o

development and revitalization in the City of Gary and surrounding communities be affecte@

3. &ow would Northwest Indiana roads be affected by increased auto and truck traffic, both during
and after construction? What are the estimates for increases in traffic? What would be the 2.7-/®
funding mechanism for making expected road improvements? What are the responsibilities of
local, state and federal governments for funding road improvements%

4, éow would Northwest Indiana be affected by future mass transit needs on the east side of the
South Suburban Airport? Will mass transit agencies in Northwest Indiana be involved in 270~
planning for mass transit to and from the airport? What funding mechanisms would fund nceded
mass transitB

5. @ow would Northwest Indiana be affected by air pollution due to future airplane and surface
traffic? How would the increased traffic affect our air quality non-attainment status? What /=
would be the consequences to Northwest Indiana if federal air quality standards can’t be met due
to the development of the South Suburban Airport‘B

6./ What would the noise impacts be to Northwest Indianaﬂ < ey

7. &hat impacts in Indiana would there be to groundwater and surface water sources and quality 7-2,
within the Kankakee basinj@ ould the subsequent development near the airport have an impact_,
on groundwater resource supply in Indianaﬁ 7~

We look forward to the completion of the EIS and we will pay close attention to the results, particularly
as it addresses the concerns we have raised.

Sincerely,

es E. Ranfranz
Executive Director

Cc:  Honorable Scott King, Mayor, City of Gary
Paul Karas, Director, Gary/Chicago Regional Airport
Bryan Nicol, Commissioner, INDOT
Honorable Joseph E. Kernan, Governor, State of Indiana
Honorable Peter J. Visclosky, Representative, U. S. Congress
Honorable Evan Bayh, Senator, U.S. Congress
Honorable Richard Lugar, Senator, U.S. Congress



GREEN COMMUNITIES PROJECT
VILLAGES OF MONEE, PEOTONE AND UNIVERSITY PARK
AND GOVERNORS STATE UNIVERSITY

November 18, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, lllinois 60018

-Dear Mr. Rewerts:

The following is a “written scoping comment” to be entered in the official EIS record,
as part of the South Suburban Inaugural Airport EIS process.

The Green Communities Project is funded by the lllinois Environmental Protection
Agency to address the environmental concerns of the area in the face of increased
growth and development, and to balance the projected growth and development of
the entry-side to the South Suburban Airport with measures that will maintain an
inter-linking system of green open spaces and a high degree of environmental
guality. The Green Communities Project’s purpose is to provide a plan for
maintaining green space in the region bordered by Governors State University and
University Park on the north, IL45 on the west, the Will/Kankakee County Line on the
south and the boundaries of the South Suburban Airport on the east.

The Green Communities Project is headed by the Village of Monee, in association
with the Villages of Peotone and University Park, and Governors State University.
Stakeholders, meeting over the past year to develop the Green Communities Project
Plan, include representatives of the Villages of Monee, Peotone and University Park,
Governors State University, Will County Land Use Department, Forest Preserve
District of Will County, Will County Governmental League, Will/South Cook Soil and
Water District, and residents from the area. The Steering Committee of the Green
Communities Project includes representatives from the South Suburban Mayors and
Managers Association, Chicago Southland Alliance, South Metropolitan Regional
Leadership Center, Senator Debbie Halvorson, Representative John Phillip Novak,
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Representative George F. Scully, Jr., and representatives from the Villages of
Monee, Peotone, University Park and Governors State University.

If the South Suburban Airport is built as proposed, the Green Communities Project
green space planning area will include the land on the entrance side of the airport.
Thus, the Green Communities Project Stakeholders have the following comments to
make, and questions that they would like the FAA Environmental Impact
Assessment, Tier 2, to address:

1.

The primary goal of the Green Communities Stakeholders is the development
of a green area along the perimeter of the airport which contains walking
paths, bike trails and other environmental amenities, linking greenspaces
throughout the area and connecting to paths within the surrounding
municipalities. The purpose is to maintain some of the beauty of the natural
area, and to provide a physical environment that promotes air and water quality
through careful use of regional plants and environmentally friendly construction
of paths.

Since post-9/11 security requires a completely fenced area around the

perimeter of the airport footprint, it is our understanding that green space within
the footprint would not be accessible to the public. Given this, the use of the

area immediately outside of the fenced area as a green area would prevent
communities from losing important recreational space. Therefore, the
Stakeholders recommend that a green space area in the 1.mile buffer 77_2|
zone around the perimeter of the airport, outside of the footprint, be
included as an integral part of the environmental contingencies of airport
development.

The Green Communities Stakeholders have several questions about water
quality:

(1) How much water will the ongoing operations of the South Suburban
Airport use per day?

(2) What is the source of the water to be used by the South Suburban
Airport for both construction and ongoing operations?
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(3) How will water be returned to its source in the condition that it was

taken?

(4) How will the measures instituted to handle storm water runoff contribute
to aquifer recharge? C7 7

(6) How will the water used for ongoing operations be treated to remove

pollutants before it is returned to its source?

(6) Wil storm water runoff be handled with environmentally friendly -/

measures such as wetlands, vegetated swales and other measures
designed to recharge the aquifer with clean water?
(7) How will solid waste generated by ongoing operations be handled?

The Green Communities Stakeholders&rongly recommend that the

guarantees of water quality (e.g., source, return, treatment to remove 77

pollutants, aquifer recharge) be in place and legally binding prior to the
start of construction of the first phase of the airpo@ -

The Green Communities Stakeholders have questions about noise pollutlon

potentially rendering existing communities unlivable.

(1) L\!VI" there be any control over hours of operation or rate of climb in 3 /

order to reduce the noise pollution?}

(2) @ill there be any program of soun@roofinq existing buildings most 3.7

affected by the fly overs?
W

hat is the plan for mitigating the roads and streams that will be cut off by

—the airport? The streams are an important part of existing watersheds as well

as providing environmental amenities to the region. There are already
insufficient east-west transportation routes and further interruption of these

27-35

roads would cause traffic congestion as well as increased economic hardship

in the reglon_ﬁ

@Vhat is the plan for providing bike trails for rural roads affected by an
increased traffic load that are currently used by cross-country bicyclists@

7-7
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o o -
7.  What is the plan for handling construction traffic in the area?)@is important not /%3

to overload existing streets and municipalities with construction traffic that can
cause economic hardship and environmental damage in the region@ G~7

8. @hat are the plans to control building and land use in the area beyond the . ¢
footprint? What role wiil Municipal Planning and Zoning pla@

-
9. {What are the plans for the area within the airport footprin@ Are there any plans
to use the land within the footprint for genetically engineered agriculture &~/
ventures? If so, how will farms in the surrounding area be protected from air-
borne contamination of their crops and resulting seeds? y
, 29~
10. &Vho is the Airport Authority? How will the Authority be chosen? By whom will
the Airport Authority be chosen@

The Green Communities Project Stakeholders urge that the area of the perimeter
of the airport, immediately outside of the airport fence, be designatedasa z9-2/ -
green sgace)for both recreational and environmental reasons, as described above.

in addition, the Green Cemmunities Project Stakeholders further urge that within the
footprint of the airport, the destruction of wetlands, floodplains, streams and
natural plants resulting from construction of the area on this site be iimited to
the maximum extent possible through the use of conservation desimB 294§
methods.

Sincerely, |

Efraim Gil
Project Director
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12/11/2003 12:05 PMiPST * - - Subject:Péotone Airport Testimony -

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts,

Please find attached to this email written testimony
regarding the Peotone Airport.

If you have any guestions regarding this issue please
call me at 708-534-7243
Thanks
Lois

Do you Yahoo!?
New Yahoo! Photos — easier uploading and sharing.
http://photos.vahoo.com/

{;‘Eﬁ Airport Deczmber, 2003.doc | Type: application/msword

é | Name: Airport December, 2003.doc

https://aglmaill .faa.gov/mail0/7-agl-ssa-eis-project-7.nsf/38d46bf5e8108834852564b500129b2¢/... 12/15/2003
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Lois R. Mayer T = U
Monee Township Trustee - i o
Charir, Elected Officials R e m——
Opposed to the Peotone Airport
26402 Gorman Trail
Monee, Illinois 60449
December 11, 2003
Denis R. Rewerts,
Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 E. Devon Ave., Room 320
Des Plaines, IL 60018.
Dear Mr. Rewerts:
On behalf of the Elected Officials Coalitioné:';o oppose the Peotone Airport}and the over )~ 26

57,000 constituents of our communities, residing in the Village of Monee, Crete, Beecher,
Peotone, Park Forest, and Manhattan; the Townships of Monee, Crete, Will, Green Garden,
Peotone, Wilton and Washington, and the Will County Board, I respectfully submit this written
testimony focusing on issues regarding the proposed Peotone Airport.

The most significant may well be that while thousands of area residents have banded together

over the past fifteen years, to speak out and actively demonstrate, sign petitions, and volunteer
hundreds of hours working against the project and have expended their own money to support
these anti-airport activities, none have ever done so in favor of it! (As you know all funds

publicly supporting this airport have been government funds).

Unlike the residents of Elk Grove Village and Bensenville, virtually all of whom choose to live
adjacent to an international airport and presumably knew that airports meant airplanes and
traffic, our constituents live in our communities because they choose to live in a quiet, less
densely populated area.

Our constituents are very aware of their need to travel to reach O’Hare, Midway or the
Gary/Chicago Airports. They have made the conscious decision to do so if they need to travel by
air, in exchange with their chosen lifestyles. They also welcome a shorter drive to Gary/Chicago,
our close neighbor across the State line.

Ours is not an economically depressed area! The commercial growth necessary to support public
services to our communities has been growing exponentially with the development of mid and up
scale homes (many exceeding $350,000 to $600,000) as well as farm homes that have been in

Elected Officials Opposed to the Peotone Airpeort
Lois R. Mayer
Maonee Township Trustee
December, 2003
Page 1
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families for centuries, that would be disadvantaged by proximity to an airport. Alsoi-the
unemployment rate in our region is extremely low, therefore supporting the “jobs and 6H-/%
employment opportunities” issue does not constitute the destruction of 23,000 acres for an

airport. ,

fl"he environmental effects of the proposed Peotone Airport project on our area would be L /\/l
devastating: air and water pollution, traffic and noise alone would be bad enough, but we have
another vital concern: flood control and infrastructure developmeny

Virtually the entire proposed airport site, and indeed, nearly all of Eastern Will County lies in
what was once a vast area of shallow marshes and tallgrass (wetlands) prairie. The farm fields in
the proposed site that appear to be dry, are in fact, converted wetlands; farm fields that have been
artificially drained, only enough to allow agricultural use.

Just a few feet below that deceptively dry surface lie hydric soils and high water tables. Every
square foot of impermeable surface requires nearly half that amount left untouched, just to try to
absorb water once held back by crops. Growing com in particular absorbs water like a sponge.

It is a well-known fact, that to restore tallgrass prairies and marshes on converted wetlands
requires only the destruction of the artificial drainage systems. After which, in a very short time,
Nature restores, and the marshes return.

Eastern Will County straddles two major river tributary areas for the Little Calumet and

Kankakee rivers(If the airport as proposed were to be built, and the resultant over-development
inherent were to become a reality: the only means of preventing severe flooding in and within 7”‘6
miles of the project itself, would be to send the water to downstream communities.

The geophysical features of the O’Hare area are not the same as those found in Eastern Will
County. Any who fail to consider that fact while planning such a huge and land destructive
project, are failing in their duties to the residents and Hllinois taxpayers of more than just those
who would be displaced, or have their lifestyles and properties harmed by it.

[\if e suggest that the best means of creating economic growth and jobs in this region without
“destroying valuable farmland and duplicating the existing services of an airport less than twenty
miles away would be to strengthen the Gary/Chicago Airport. It is both closer to Chicago and /“Z
the South Cook County communities and far more feasible and it is already in place with access
by public transportation, the most costly necessity of all, and one our State can ill afford to
consideg

[I/he second point I wish to convey is infrastructure, (water, sewer and transportation). Currently
Eastern Will County is served by well water - as you may know, we do not have Lake Michigan 7
or Kankakee water and studies have indicated that it would cost millions of dollars to bring either
of these services to this aréj“@his area does not have viable roads to serve a 23,000-acre airport, < 0O
many of our roads are still gravel and/or single lan@ These three needs are necessary to develop
an airport and the costs would be devastating to the taxpayers in Illinois.

~1

Etected Officials Opposed to the Peotone Airport
Lois R. Mayer
Monee Township Trustee
December, 2003
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In conclusion, as chair of the Elected Officials opposed to the Airport, we know our constituents
are opposed to this project, we have taken the time to listen to their concerns, to meet with them
and most of all to unify as one voice for their concerns. We urge you, as a Federal agency to do
the same.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,
Lois R Magtr

Lois R. Mayer
Monee Township Trustee
Chair, Elected Officials Opposed to the Airport

Elected Officials Opposed to the Peotone Airport
Lois R. Mayer
Monee Township Trustee
December, 2003
Page 3
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December 17, 2003 s

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, Illinois 60018

Subject: SCOPING COMMENTS TO THE FAA REGARDING
THE SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT TIER 2 ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
STATEMENT - AGENCY SCOPING MEETINGS

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

The Planning Committee of the Northeastern Illinois Plarming Commission met on December
4, 2003 and approved the following comments in response to your request for Scoping
comments regarding the South Suburban Airport Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement. It
should be noted that the following comments are intended to address both direct and indirect
impacts of airport construction, including effects of spin-off development. -

REGION-WIDE PUBLIC DISCUSSION - a region-wide public involvement program,

“including public discussion, should take place with affected communities and region wide | -3
audiences on all decisions made regarding the proposed South Suburban Airport. Special '
efforts should be made to reach out to the communities immediately surrounding the proposed
airport. They should be involved early on and continuing throughout the proces_sj

{/DIRECTING ECONOMIC BENEFITS - Planning for the proposed airport should also

“contain a specific component to identify methods for directing a significant share of airport-
generated economic benefits toward existing, mature, and distressed communities, both in
Chicago and suburban areas of Cook and Will Counties. This recommendation reflects the
Commission’s concern that a new regional air carrier airport not contribute to further regional . 70
sprawl. It is certain that a new facility would attract substantial economic growth to the area =~
surrounding it, just as the location of O’Hare has fueled development in the northwest sector
of the region. The Commission’s concern, based on the Strategic Plan for Land Resource
management, is that new jobs generated by a new airport be accessible to areas with surplus
labor and that economic gowth benefit existing communities which have suffered from
regional decentralization)

6?\7 EIGHING ALTERNATIVES IN THE EIS PROCESS - It should be made clear that the EIS
process is not locked into one precise layout alternative, i.e., that the EIS process will weigh 2-/ &
various alternatives and select one having minimal environmental and community irnpactsj

7-9

3-5

7-8

WETLANDS (including isolated wetlands), STREAMS, AND LAKES - Need to address
filling, excavation, relocation, discharge of polluted runoff, and traffic and noise impacts. EX
watershed-based protection program should be identified, emphasizing avoidance,
minimization of alteration, and mitigation. Mitigation in advance of construction activities
should be emphasized, and should focus on restoration of beneficial function, including
habitat, water quality, recreation and acstheticsf/K



f FLOODPLAINS - Need to address adequacy of existing floodplain mapping, avoidance of non- appropnat& 25 -]
{ uses, and compensatory storage and mitigation for necessary modifications.

1 STORMWATER RUNOFF, QUANTITY - Need to control increased runoff volumes and rates for the full “7-/2
range of runoff events to prevent increased flooding and downstream channel erosion. (

(gl‘ ORMWATER RUNOFF, QUALITY - Need to mitigate adverse stormwater quality effects using

appropriate best management practices. Need to address special mitigation and treatment needs associated 7f_ /
with runway deicing agents and storage of fuel and other chemicals. The requirements of stormwater permits
(NPDES), including Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans, also should be addressed)

f/
/WATER SUPPLY - Identify sustainable water supplies for the airport and for growth forecasted in the area.

GROUNDWATER PROTECTION - Need to address potential sources and routes of groundwater 7~ /
contamination related to airport construction and operation. In particular, the EIS should evaluate groundwater
quality and usage in the vicinity and address needs for recharge area protection, setbacks from existing wells,

and adequate sealing of old wel]s

/_ SOIL EROSION AND SEDIMENT CONTROL - Need to identify an effective control program for erosion
“and sediment runoff during construction. This control program must identify maintenance, inspection, and ] ?__,L{
enforcement provisions (including penalties) which will ensure compliance with the recommended control
program in any eventuality and should identify minimum design and operation standards for soil stabilization
and sediment control techniques-.)

@J ASTE DISPOSAL SITES - Need to address the presence of existing and abandoned waste disposal sites. 1& 3
The EIS should include an audit of disposal sites and identify measures to safely remove contaminants or seal
them onsit?.)"

G?V ASTEWATER - New and/or expanded facilities will be needed to treat the wastewater generated by the
proposed South Suburban Airport and spinoff development. The EIS should address the estimated volume and
characteristics of the discharges, the alternative location for discharges, and their effects on receiving stream
quality. This issue is particularly important because local streams are very small and of relatively high quality
thereby raising concerns over possible adverse impacts. Innovations and reliable treatment alternatives (e.g., Z
land treatment) should be evaluated. An antidegradation analysis should be included. The airport design and
the EIS process should also look into regional wastewater service options in view of the airport’s potential
wastewater needs and the growth of the communities surround the proposed airport}

NIPC MODEL ORDINANCES FOR NONPOINT SOURCE CONTROL - It should be noted that the Itlinois

nvironmental Protection Agency has endorsed NIPC model ordinances for nonpoint control in northeastern ? / 3
Ilinois (enclosed). It is therefore expected that airport design standards be consistent with NIPC standards for
stormwater management, soil erosion and sediment control, stream and wetland protection, and floodplain
managementﬂ

E}ENSITIVE NATURAL RESOURCE AREAS — Sensitive natural resource areas such as the Beecher Marsh
and Prairie and are located adjacent to the proposed airport. These areas are prime for recreation and wildlife
use and should be considered inappropriate for mitigation purposes. Airport operations should be oriented

112



away from these areas, as they will likely attract water foul_.SThe EIS should contain criteria for the selection
of mitigation sites and the airport layout should reflect those critena.

@PORT PROPERTY NOT COVERED WITH IMPERVIOUS SURFACES - Need to consider an )§~/0
appropriate mix of retained farming activity and restored prairie habitat, in areas that are not covered with
impervious surfacesjlestore native landscapes where possible.

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION @gricultural lands identified for protection by the State of Illinois and
county governments should be retained wherever possible. Displaced soils should be considered for use as /S - /!
mitigation in locations where prairie restoration is underway or south suburban or Chicago locations where
community gardening is being promote?}

—

LREGIONAL GREENWAYS PLAN CONTRIBUTION - Regional Greenways Plan, (enclosed), - Should
consider creation of a continuous greenway along the east boundary of the site as an extension of the Plum
Grove Preserves. This greenway could be carried east-west through the site with landscaping through the J.&—
terminal complex, continued as landscaping along the ajirport entry and connecting to Racoon Grove. This
Greenway proposal should be considered as part of an early, overall landscape concept and theme for the
airport as a wholg

@A]L ACCESS - The plans for rail access should be made explicit in the layout plan and the EIS. It should be
easily accessible and convenient so as to maximize public transportation ridership to the proposed aupor\tj 271

C6PEN SPACE - Need to consider effects on existing/nearby open spaces especially regarding their use and 2y
their ecosystems. For example, nearby forest preserve areas will be significantly affected by noise3 /2

/ RELATIONSHIP TO LAND USE PLANS OF ADJOINING COMMUNITIES - The scale of the proposed

“airport is such as to possibly overwhelm the small communities in the area. Currently the Eastern Will County
Council of Mayors (Beecher, Monee, Peotone, University Park, Crete, and Will County) are developing future ((~’L
land use scenarios for both a build and no-build airport future. The airport design and the EIS should be made
compatible with this planning effort as well the currently adopted plans of the munigipalities and the county
and for impacts to other near-in areas in south Cogk County and Kankakee County.}

incere]y,

on 01mas l

Executive Director
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Deccmber 8, 2003

Mr. Dems R. Rewetts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 B Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL. 60018

RE: FAA Environmental Impact Statement
process for the South Suburban
Airport; Scoping Comments on Tier I

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

On behalf of the South Suburban Airport Commission, T would like to supplement
the written and oral comments (attached) delivered at your December 3, 2003 public
hearing. The themes of our previously submitted comments are still of paramount
concern to SSAC: the vision of the State of llinois and the FAA to move forward on this
project, the need to move this EIS process forward with alacrity (SSAC would like to
open the SSA in 2008), the focus on the limited inaugural build (5 gates, one runway) yct
analyzing the subsequent states of growth and/or NEPA; etc. The purpose of this
additional submission 15 to address some of the concems raised by the citizens at your
December 3 public hearing.

SSAC representatives attended the public evening session. The depth and
gincerity of the comments presented that evening were impressive, An airport is truly an
attractive nuisance; while it brings jobs, cconomic opportunities and stimulation of the
cotnmunity, its impact on the local ecosysiems and citizens must be carefully examined.

SSAC represents almost all of those neighbors. The members of this commission
presently represent a significant number of the neighbors to SSA. Our goal is to soon
include all of the villages and counties that surround this proposed airport. Such a truly
democratic body will best be able to balance environmental mitigation with the value of
an airport to those communities.

On that night we heard, again, several valuable insights about the need to protect
the region’s unique set of rivers and streams, Fair commentary about the flora and fauna
of this area were articulated. I'arms have been and will continue to be a critical element

2 TawnCenter Drive — University Park, Iinois 60466
‘Telephone: (708) 534-4237  Fax: (708) 534-2956
E-mail: rick.bryant@ssacommission.com
i



Mr. Denis R. Rewerts
December . 8, 2003
Page 2

to these communities. Residents made strong statements about the need to position the
runway systems to minimize noise impacts. Several speakers presented thoughtful
analyses about the impact of SSA and SSA’s construction will have on roads, water
gystetns and infrastructure,

Life with an airport will be dramatically diffcrent than the current stafus quo.
This transition is nol inherently bad, but it poses risks. @are:[‘ul planning and assiduous 262 v
attention to detail will insure that this change will not damage the envitonment nor be
traumatic to the comnmnities':}

SSAC is aware of these challenges. Our governmental body with 31 of the local
communities, and those yet to come, will be sensitive to these needs. SSAC intends to
work with the State and the FAA through the Tier 1 process. We will provide
constructive commentary as to how best to mitigate the environmental impacts identified.
We believe that our public/private partnership will be the most responsive and
economically viable vehicle for attainmg NEPA’s and the local communities quails.

We look forward to continuing to participate in this EIS process as a public
agency. We believe our input in assessing local impacts and helping define mitigation
would make invaluable contributions to your process. We await the opportunity to
further assist the State of Tllinois and the FAA in this exciting and challenging project.

Sincerely,

-

Rick Brvant
Executive Divector
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Hon. John Geils, Secretary

Hon. Craig Johnson, Treasurer

Testimony For FAA Scoping Hearing — South Suburban Airport

By Rick Bryant, Director, South Suburban Airport Commission

December 3™, 2003 - Governors State University, University Park, Ilinois

Good morning. My name is Rick Bryant and I am the Executive Director of the
South Suburban Atrport Commission. This organization, we believe, is the only duly
constituted governmental body established for the exclusive purpose of building the

South Suburban Airport (SSA).

Before [ explain more about SSAC (the “Commission™), let me thank two
organizations. First, the Commyission conveys its appreciation to the FAA for keeping the
SSA alive. Your energy and diligence have kept this process moving and we thank you
for your past and future gnidance and leadership. Equally, the State of Illinois and three
consecutive governors have assumed the mantle of sponsorship and committed the
Stéte’s substantial resources — human and financial ~ to this, each knowing that, without
an airport, Chicago, the region and the State would suffer. The State is well on its way to

purchasing the 4,200 acres needed for the inaugural development.

2 TownCenter Drive — University Park, [llinois 60466
Telephone: (708) 534-4237  Fax: (708) 534-2956
E-mail: rick.bryant{@ssacommission.com
BT



As I stated, the SSAC is duly constituted under Illinois law. The Commission
derives its authority to develop, own and operate the Airport from multiple sources,

including, but not by way of limitation:

= 5 ]ILCS 220/1 et seq. - Intergovernmental Cooperation Act

» 620 ILCS 20/0.01 et seq. - Joint Airports Act

= 65 ILCS 5/11-101-1 et seq. - Iilinois Municipal Code - “Airports - General
Authority”

» 65 ILCS 5/11-103-1 et seq. - Illinois Municipal Code - “Airports for
Municipalities less than 500,000”

= 620 ILCS 25/1 et seq. - Airport Zoning Act.

The Commission became a governmental body September 29™ when the initial
communities signed an Intergovernmental Agreement. This IGA gives the Commission
extensive home rule powers and today 31 municipalities have placed commissioners on
the Commission. They are Bensenville, Calumet City, Calumet Park, Chicago Heights,
Country Club Hills, East Hazel Crest, Elk Grove Village, Flossmoor, Ford Heights,
Glenwood, Harvey, Hazel Crest, Homewood, Lansing, Lynwood, Markham,. Matteson,
Midlothian, Oak Forest, Olympia Fields, Park Forest, Phoenix, Richion Park, Riverdale,
Robbins, Sauk Village, South Chicago Heights, South Holland, Steger, Thormton and
University Park. It is chaired by a Will County mayor and remains open to all South
~ Cook and Will County municipalities.

The commissioneré who are the elected mayors from these communities, are all
enthused about the prospect of the Airport; they uniformly belief that an airport is needed
for ﬁle region; and they are committed to making it happen because of the economic

engine it will provide for their communities.



The State has long professed that it has no intention of owning or operating the
Airport. They are committed to building it, and our commissioners are committed to
helping the State build it. (As to Secretary Martin’s comments earlier today, this plan

does not compete with O Hare or Midway for funding, passengers or airline subsidies.)

Under state law, the Commission has the authority to own and operate an airport.
1t is the most logical entity to be designated as the sponsor, and it is moving aggressively,
with the State’s blessing, on an innovative public/private partnership to make this concept
a reality. On November 10™, we issued an RFQ/RFP to select a developer/operator. We
have received numerous inquiries from qualified firms and we expect to have a
developer/operator under contract by the spring of 2004. Tomorrow, the Commission
will hold a meeting with more than a dozen potential national and international bidders

on the development contract.

‘We know this public/private partnership will work; that it can producé the best
airport solution in the shortest time; and that-it will be economically viable. Why?
Because we commissioned two of the world’s leading experts on airport public/private
partnerships to do a yearlong study and they concluded that such a partnership is viable,
economical, flexible and, perhaps, essential. Additionaily, the State did an extensive
study and reached the same conclusion. We have shared these results with the FAA
Regional Administrator and her Great Lakes team, the FAA Administrator and her

airports team, the Secretary of Transportation and several Members of Congress. The



feedback has all been positive. (Indeed, Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr. has received calls

from elected officials around the country interested in learning about this proposal.)

Let me now focus on SSAC’s interest in the FAA scoping process. We believe
that this airport should be built to meet a conservative level of traffic for the year 2008,
for the traffic originating in or destined for the South Suburbs. It should not rely on any
forecast that reduces or “steals” traffic from Midway and O’Hare. We believe that five

gates and one runway will be an adequate initial build.

The Commission also believes that this modest airport can attract 370,000
enplaned passengers per year after opening in 2008. We also believe that the five
“common use” gates will attract one or more of the low cost carriers, one or moré of the
regional jet carriers, and even one or more of the low fare operations that the legacy
carriers are introducing. As we see it, this airport’s cost per enplaned passenger will be
very attractive to these carriers, which are the fastest-growing segment of the industry but
which lack access opportunities to Chicago’s existing airports. Additionally, this
atrport’s catchment area of 2.5 million passengers is an ideal target for this segment of

the airline business.

But while the amrport will start small, it must be designed to be a long-term
aviation asset for the region. The long-term environmental impacts should be based on

the ultimate build-out, not just the inaugural footprint. We need to place before the



public the potential size of the airfield, the number of operations and associated

consequences for the years 2008, 2025 and beyond.

Because we should build for today, but design for tomorrow, the purpose and

need, as well as the scope, should reflect these multiple temporal periods:

. Delivery of regional airport capacity for South Suburbs in 2008 (near term);

. Ability to assume a greater percentage of the Chicago region’s traffic
demand if and when O’Hare and/or Midway reach their congestion levels
(mid term); and,

o Land-banking an adequate footprint to provide for a major airport when the

demand/congestion/capacity analysis for the region necessitates such
additional runways (long term).

-These three distinct phases should be reflected in the FAA’s statement of purpose and

need. The SSA should and can meet all three of these needs through proper planning.

In closing, let me say that transportation has been Chicago’s economic lifeblood
since its inception. The City was born where- the river met the lake; boomed as a railroad
hub; matured as America’s crossroads; and ascended as the nation’s aviation hub. An
efficient, effective system of aviation connections in this region is crucial to our future,

and our nation’s future. SSA will be a critical component to our system of airports.

Finally, the FAA recognized in 1985 that Chicago needed a third airport. We have
introduced an innovative, for us, but proven model to achieve these goals and demands.
We are extremely pleased that the FAA and the State are moving forward with the EIS.

QOur plans are designed to maintain and complement your timetable. Thus, we look



forward to working with you to enhance our national aviation system with the quickest,
cheapest, cleanest and safest solution possible. After all, that was your charge, and that is

our commitment. Thank you.
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Attached is a copy of the Kankakee County Scil and Water Conservation

District's concerns for the EIS of the new proposed airport at Peotone.

Thanks for giving us the oppertunity to comment. By
_8incerély,

Rich Howell

Conservation District Manager _BC_, 00031

'-Lﬁ - 2003 Airport concerns letter.dog || Type: application/msword
| Name: 2003 Airport concems letter.doc
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December 15, 2003

Mr. Dennis R. Rewerts by
Federal Aviation Administration . e
Chicago Airports District Office

2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL. 60018

Dear Mr. Rewerts,

The Kankakee County Sotl and Water Conservation District Board has some issues

that it believes should be address in the Environmental Impact Statement for the
proposed airport near Peotone, Illinois. @e overriding concemn of the Board is the
potential environmental damage that may occur downstream of the footprint of the
airport and requests that these type of issues be addressed. Although the airportis 7- Z-
not located in Kankakee County, approximately 85% of the drainage from the

airport will come through streams and creeks of Kankakee County, and the Board
believes that this should be considered during the EIS procesg

The Board’s first concern deals with Drainage Districts:

( During the building process, will the integrity of drainage systems be /9-S
maintained all the way to the outlets in the Kankakee Riveé

. @Vhen the airport is in operation, will the airport maintain current drainage -
patterns?

o Will Drainage Districts have access to airport property to ensure proper C?H /4
drainage is maintained? }

. @ill the study include the impact of more frequent peak flows through
downstream and offsite outlet channels, specifically streambank erosion,
channel stability and effects upon riparian biota and faun@ 7-/5

The second concern is about runoff, water quality and floodplains:
o (How will the treatment of runoff be done to ensure that industrial
contaminants are removed before they leave the siteg ?"5



o Z:Who will be responsible for damage from any contaminates such as aviation
fuel, and deicing chemicals leaving the airport site and what processes will S/,
there be to restore any affected natural resources, specifically restoring
prime farmland to prime condition?

o (Will the integrity of all channels and outlets for the stormwater be addressed 917
all the way to outlets into the Kankakee River? |

o EVhat if any impact to the size and location of floodplains will occur with 252
more often peak flow discharge from the airport site‘B

The third concern is water supply:

. [\ifhat is the potable water source for the airport and the proposed industrial 7-3
areas surrounding it?

¢ What method will be used to manage treated water leaving the site to ensure
that streams and creeks are not impacted negativelyB

o ( If the water is withdrawn from the local aquifer, how will local homeowners
and other users of the aquifer be protected from over depletion of the 778
aquifer?

o @ the water is withdrawn from the Kankakee River, what if any impact on
the minimum flows will be addressed, is there a plan to return Kankakee
River water to the river to ensure minimum flows are ensured, will the 7
withdrawal affect minimum flows in small tributaries?%

The fourth concern is with natural resources:
o (Jf wetlands are destroyed during the building process of the airport and the , =y
surrounding industrial sites, where will they be mitigate@ The District
believes that the mitigation should be as close to possible to the destruction.
. @g there a plan to mitigate the reforested land within the proposed site that )2-S
will be destroyed developing the airportB

Thank you for your time and consideration on these issues
Sincerely,

Jeffrey M. O’Connor
District Board Chairman
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Phone (815) 937-3233 Ext. 3
Fax (815) 937-3268

December 15, 2003

Mr. Dennis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

Dear Mr. Rewerts,

The Kankakee County Soil and Water Conservation District Board has some issues
that it believes should be address in the Epvironmental Impact Statement for the
proposed airport near Peotone, Ilinois. @he overriding concern of the Board is the
potential environmental damage that may occur downstream of the footprint of the
airport and requests that these type of issues be addressed. Although the airport is
not located in Kankakee County, approximately 85% of the drainage from the
airport will come through streams and creeks of Kankakee County, and the Board
believes that this should be considered during the EIS process.

-2

The Board’s first concern deals with Drainage Districts:

. E)uring the building process, will the integrity of drainage systemsbe 9-S
maintained all the way to the outlets in the Kankakee Riveré

. @hcn the airport is in operation, will the airport maintamn current drainage
patterns?

e Wili Drainage Districts have access to airport property to ensure proper 7~/ 4
drainage is maintained?

o (Will the study include the impact of more frequent peak flows through
downstream and offsite outlet channels, specifically streambank erosion, §_/g
channel stability and effects upon riparian biota and fauna@

The second concem is about runoff, water quality and floodplains:
. ﬁ)w will the treatmnent of runoff be done to ensure that industrial 5.S
contaminants are removed before they leave the site"}z
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. [V;ho will be responsible for damage from any contaminates such as aviation
fuel, and deicing chemicals leaving the airport site and what processes will
there be to restore any affected natural resources, specifically restoring 776
prime farmland to prime condition? ]
» (Will the integrity of all channels and outlets for the stormwater be addressed
all the way to outlets into the Kankakee R1ver‘$7 7177
e /What if any impact to the size and location of fl floodplains will occur with
more often peak flow discharge from the airport sm? 25-<

The third concern is water supply:

. E-Vhat is the potable water source for the airport and the proposed industrial
areas surrounding it? 9.3

e What method will be used to manage treated water leaving the site to ensure
that streams and crecks are not impacted negativel@

f the water is withdrawn from the local aquifer, how will local homeowners
and other users of the aquifer be protected from over depletion of the 7-/%
a uifer@
‘the water is withdrawn from the Kankakee River, what if any impact on

the minimum flows will be addressed, is there a plan to return Kankakee
River water to the river to ensute minimum flows are ensured, will the 7~/ 7
withdrawal affect minimmm flows in small tributaries T

‘The fourth concern is with natural resources:
* @f wetlands are destroyed during the building process of the airport and the S|
surrounding industrial sites, where will they be rnmga‘cedj The District
believes that the mitigation should be as close to poss1blc to the destruction.
* C Is there a plan to mitigate the reforested land within the proposed site that 7 - S
will be destroyed developing the mrport;?

Thank you for your time and consideration on these issues

Sincerely,

o 6o

Jeffrey M. O’Connor
District Board Chairman
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Timothy O'Donnell
5130 West Court Street
Monee, Illinois 60449

Good morning, my name is Timothy O'Donnell. I'm
Village President of Monee, Illincis. The first thing I
would like you to know is the Village of Monee which is one
of the main communities next to and arcund the airport
/-26
involved is adamantly/opposed to the building of this airport
at this location;S
K?ghe first negative impact of our Village is the
proposed east/west access road. This recad was designed in
such a manner to shield off Monee's little area. This road ;2:1—/3
further damages the homes of our neighbors tc the south in
Heather Brook subdivision and in what is known as the Raccoon
Road areégl
Kﬁﬂe second direct impact of cur Village is the
supply of water. Monee Hﬁs an adequate water supply from our C%_ /
agquifer. The building of the airport will endanger the
future of Monee and surrcunding areas. Where will they get
their wateré:jigiere have been statements made they could get
it from the Kankankee River. Will this drain the river down %L7}7
the stream from there? How will this water be replacquz
[Eﬁe surface run-off from the runways will be going

7-S

. . . iy
into the agquifer and damaging our water supplg;j The

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 12
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vegetation and wildlife in the Will County fishing area /
- e

located in and down Ridgeland Avenue and Pauline Road;;’The

[

-6

dumping of fuel will permeate the air and pollute the
surrcunding areaézzdglso, there is no provision for
wastewater treatment in the plans that I could see. Where ‘?,/Zﬂ
will all this wastewater go{j
[ngtly, I believe that the intrusion of the two

northern suburbs of the Chicago area that are pushing for the
construction of this airport should not be allowed. Their
motives for this airport is to stop the expansion cof the
Chicago CO'Hare Airport which the Governor has signed into }—~ZC?
legislation. Their plan is to do it their way and not have
local authority by the four towns that are directly affected
by this construction of this not-needed airporgzg

I'd ask the FAA to see in their wisdom that this
airport is not essential in the future aviation process for
the Chicage area. I will be supplying further documentation
for that which will be submitted by the December 19th
deadline. Thank you for your consideration.

MR. REWERTS: Thank vyou.

The next speaker is Paul Lohmann. Spell your name

for the record.

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 13
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Paul Lohmann
707 Gak Park
Beecher, Illinois 60401

Paul Lohmann, L-0-H-M-A-N-N. Thank you. ©On behalf
of the Village of Beecher, I would like to add the following
ten concerns as part of the record for the FAA Tier 2 scoping
process for your consideration:

(Ei The need to include an eastern public passenger
access to the airport. We are of the opinion that a
substantial portion of the market demand for the airport will
come from Northwest Indiana. Limiting access to the west 22;1“21
side of the airfield will increase drive times and may reduce
demand to some extent. There will also be potentially more
economic benefit to the south suburbs if an eastern access
were includqig

Z.Zfzimiting the size of the airport to four

runways. With the expansion of O'Hare, we feel there is no

. P T e
long-term need for more than four runways at this fa0111tz;1 L

f Passenger demand will be affected by the expansion of O'Hare

and new enplanement forecasts will probably verify our
assunption that six runways are no longer needed. The 22’"/77
elimination of the scuth runway in the six runway

configuration would alsc reduce the detrimental effects of

flyovers of our communit*j}

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 14
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3. Consider shifting the four runway airfield
further north to reduce flyovers of the existing residences:z
Since 1995, 300 homes have been built con under the DNL noise '2 |

—
contours of the two furthest south runways with the addition
of another 300 homes within the immediate future. If the
first runway can be shifted to the north side of Eagle Lake
Road and the second runway to the north of this runway, new
noise contours will fall over less-populated areas.
[}T Airport expansion phasing. The Village of
Beecher would like to have the second and third runways built
to the north of the first runway and the fourth runway be 2i_7’€>
built south of the first runway. This phasing pattern also
reduces flyovers of existing homesi}

é:‘.Compel the use of a regional facility for sewer
treatment. In lieu of a stand-alone facility for sewer
treatment, the State of Illinecis should be encouraged to
examine and provide a cos%—effective analysis of a regional
plant coperated by a ganitary district shared by other /E?,zl
comminities close to the airport. The Village has had
discussions with Thorn Creek Sanitary District on this matter
and they are agreeable to considering an expansion of their
district into eastern Will County including the airport if a
cost-effective approach can be attaine%i}

6. Operating conditions of the airport should

Funice Sachs & Associates {708)709-0500 15
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limit flyovers of existing residences. [?ke Village would
encourage parallel take-offs off the runway for at least
several miles to avoid flyovers of communities located north
and south of the ailrport. Nighttime operations should also
be sensitive to existing residential communitieggz

ﬁ;#—Construction traffic patterns need to be more
detailed éﬁa avoid Route 1. Route 1 from 394 to the Kankakee
County Lane is currently operating above capacity during peak
traffic pericds and will only get worse over time. It is
also not constructed to Class II truck standards. The use of
Route 1 for construction traffic without a significant
improvement to the roadway is not feasible. The village is
also opposed to any construction traffic using Route 1
through our community. K;he use of rail for construction
materials is a more feasible alternative or the construction
of a roadway directly off of I—Si:)

8.[:; regional ﬁlan for protection of the water
supply as a result of airport development. The airport
itself may not require a significant amount of water, but
development associated with an airport may stress water

supplies .
PP '

analysiéi}
/’

Lg; Controls on airport-related development inside

jAquifer capacities should be considered in the

the airport fence. We are deeply concerned about potential

Funice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 16
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property tax revenue from the airport-related development
within the airport property being used to finance the
construction and future expansions of the airport while the
communities around the airport are to be deprived of funds \

-
for offsite improvements and demands for municipal services
which will increase as the airport grows. The use of TIF
districts and Enterprise Zones to fund airport improvements
deeply disturb us. The airport should be able to financially
sustain itself without siphoning off revenue which should be
going to the appropriate taxing jurisdictionsz}

10. And final.{ funding for offsite improvements
necesgsary for a successful airport. Many of the proposals we
have seen for construction of the airport do not include
necessary offsite improvements which are not only important
to the success of the airport but also to the sustainability 122;3*
of the surrounding communities. Roads which lead to the
airport entrance must be éxpanded and improved to handle the
volumes of traffic anticipated. We have not seen a funding
mechanism in any of the plans for offsite improvements.\ With
that I would like to thank you.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you. Let's take a break.

(Brief recess taken.)
The next two speakers while we're waiting if you

want to get ready, Mike Einhorn and then Karl Kruse. In

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 17
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order to save some time because we do have a number of

speakers,

deck.

reporter.

I would like to go ahead and continue.

Mr. Einhorn is speaking and we have Karl Kruse on

State your name and spell it for the court

Eunice Sachs & Associates

(708)709-0500

18



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

5¢ 00036

Michael §. Einhorn
P.0O. Box 337
Crete, Illinois 60417

Michael §. Einhorn, I'm the representative for the
Village of Crete, I'm the Village president. Einhorn is
spelled E-I-N-H-0O-R-N.
KE;E six-runway plan in the current configuration is
2 /&
too large to conceptualize let alone plan for effectivel%}
It illustrates an attempt to capture the airport superiority
crown from O'Hare, when such was never the stated purpose.
Having dealt with this issue for the last 18 vyears,
I recognized early on that the overall size made effective
planning nearly impossible. As we all know, accurately
planning for 20 to 30 years is difficult at best, so planning
for 50-plus years is a hopeless struggle, and the present
six-runway plan proposal is just that. It should be dropped
or modified to bring it béck into the boundaries of reality.
/;awould also suggest that we plan for what we know to be
-
factual and plan to accommodate 90 to 95 percent of the
09-26
airport's operational impact. Trying to mitigate 100 percent
of the impacts will render this site and most other urban
locations unusable and cost—prohibitivé} The same is true

with operational delays. K§;Signing for total delay-free

operation under all circumstances will prove tc be

Funice Sachs & Associates {(708)709-0500 19
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—

}
impractical and cost—prohibitive;j.I suggest setting

realistic goals and making sure they are attained. This

approach will assure that costs are contained and the airport

is sized appropriately.
Throughout the process, demand forecasts have
supposgedly driven the design of the airport. I would sugge

that a different approach be used to guide the design-build

st

process./r;sing verifiable observed information from existing

airports across the country, determine the maximum number o

£

commercial operations that can be accommedated by a specific

runway configuration within operational constraints. When
the number of operations is determined, project the maximum
number of passengers based upon historic load factors. I
would assert that operations are the limiting factor to
airport capacity in this circumstance. Getting the passeng
to the terminal and terminal design will not be the
constraining elements to Ehis airport. Developing thesge
numbers can then be loosely tied to the population of the
greater metro area to help determine how much urkan growth

has to take place before the capacity is in danger of being

exceedeﬁ;}

Having spent considerable time contemplating this
process and reviewing FAA design criteria, I have concluded

that]éesigning beyond a four parallel configured airport is

Funice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500
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needless waste of time and effort and deserves to be
justified by the State. Four parallel runways have the
ability to handle one million operations per yvear and with
the addition of a 13-31 fifth runway on the south perimeter,
additional flexibility and enormous operational impacts can
be achieved with minimal need for additional land in areas
that are deemed sensitive at this time. Current development
trends surrounding the site as well as realistic constraints
on available funds dictate this type of construction to the
plan. I would ask that the State of Illincis reconsider its
position regarding the full buildout in favor of a more
realistic approach based on real world ceonditions and not
theoretical designs unconstrained in land requirements or
congtruction dollaréi}

On behalf of the Village of Crete, an adjacent
community that will no doubt be impacted by this project as
well as other communities.similarly situated, I respectfully
ask that the State of Illinois and the FAA consider the
following issues and design suggestions:

~

(Keep cverall cost of operation foremost when ;?é? <

considering how to design this airport and related

facilitie?;}

[}ay very close attention to projected flight

patterns when determining runway layout. Noise contours do

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)708-0500 21
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not paint the complete picture to overflight impacts;}
£§¥ovide for local use of or participation in
infrastructure improvements designed to serve the airport, ~ _1
such as sewer and water services and stormwater detention.
Sharing these assets just makes good business sensegb
[E;ncentrate on developing as compact a plan as }2-
possible that makes the best use ¢f all land inveolved, Aff’

particularly if federal dollars are to be useézl

—
\Fhose a development type, private or public, before 22-8

affixing a plan desig?;g There is no doubt that where profits
flow is a very big issue to all stakeholders. Also,[?bntrol E;
of surplus land around the site is a serious concern 9_
depending upon which type of financing is chose%}(iiand

planning, zoning and develcopment control of this land needs

to be resolved if the adjacent communities and the county are 4/w21

to take full advantage of direct and indirect airport-related

developmenE;J

(Plan to fully utilize mass transit as soon as
pogsible to access the airport from both sides. Thought 2171“//
should be given now to a ground link between 0'Hare and the
South Suburban AirportLL
Zj;tilize forward thinking ideas such as shared
P
~ 7 L.
access gates to betrter utilize assets, increase margins of A

operation and cut down on land requirementgzz

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 22
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[;lan for multiple access sites to the terminal gate
area via light rail. It is cheaper to build and requires 2?548
less land to operate on than conventional highwayél

(i?onsider meeting electrical demands of the airport
through the use of gas turbines supplied by methane gas /é-»Z_
extracted from the adjacent closed landfil%l} The hardware is
already in place for this to take place.

Consider the attached runway laycut and phasing
scenario with the accompanying rationale.

[};lly utilize existing roads for opening day 2;715
operation and until demand can be assesseq:B Local input is
critical in this area.

If allowed by the FAA,/consider long-term leasing .
of land from present owners as an option to purchasing to ZLZX‘T
reduce the front-end locading the development costs.) Present
landowners then become partners in the operation, and this
approach can reduce or ellminate land value arguments.

Consider the following in airport design: This
plan assumes primary operations 90 to 95 percent of the time
are east to west operations.(jiove the entire plan north by
approximately one-half mile and contain the entire operation Z){
(four runways configuration) within a band two miles wide. :lﬂ

The inner runway separation will be 5,000 feet and the outers

will be 2,500 feet beyond the inner;Z}

EBunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 23
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Based upon current housing locations{{;;e first
runway centerline should be located one-third of a mile north
of the centerline of Eagle Lake Road and extend west from
Kedzie Avenue for 10,000 feet. This provides for the least
impact to current housing in either east or west
configurations and allows for potential continued use of
Eagle IL.ake Road as an access point from the east. This
runway will be used for both landings and take-offs with the
terminal area located north of the runway.

The second runway will have a centerline 5,000 feet
north of the initial runway, thus c¢reating a terminal
corridor between the two. This second runway will extend to
the west 10,000 feet from approximately one-quarter mile west
of Western Avenue. This stagger moves all operations farther
away from the Heather Brook Estates area of Monee. In the
east configuration this runway will be used for take-offs and
in the west configuration.it will be uged for landings. The
first runway will be used exactly opposite of the second.

Runways three, four and possibly five will be
located immediately outside and lateral to runways one and
two, separated by 2500 feet. Both of these runways will bhe
used exclusively for landings in either configuratio%:l

[;;e value of a 13-31 cross wind runway should be

evaluated for possible inclusion in the plan at the location

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708}709-0500 24
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noted on the map. This multi-use runway could provide needed

271

o

&

relief in high-volume times and critical landing capabilities
during extreme northwest wind conditions. This configuration
requires no additional noise contour land on the north and
minimal land to the south:l

(ﬁgﬂis plan keeps traffic away from most residential
areas better than the present proposal and will allow for
continued use of Beecher-Peotone Reoad, which has been of
serious local concern. It provides flexibility and capacity
without the need for enormous amounts of land.

MR. REWERTS: Excuse me, do you have a lot more?

MR. EINHORN: This much.

MR. REWERTS: Okay, because we've got a number of
speakers and we have about an hour-and-a-half left.

MR. EINHORN: 1I'll leave it.

MR. REWERTS: Go ahead, you can finish. I just
want to -- if the speakeré could try to limit themselves to
about five minutes or so and summarize it. If you want to
leave it in writing -- go ahead and finish.

MR. EINHORN: It maintains the local road system as
much asg possible. It eliminates the need to close
Beecher-Pecotone Road in the future. It relocates runways to
accommodate present and expected residential development and

reduces potential over-flights of parts of Beecher and Monee.

Eunice Sachs & Asscclates (708)709-0500 25
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It allows for multiple access points to the
terminal area in the one runway configuration using several
existing roads. This allows opening day traffic to be spread
over a wider area and will reduce the level of off-site
access improvements needed until more concrete direction is
established regarding the level of use of the airport.

The greater runway separation allows for 22/2/_)
simultaneous take-offs and landings that are presently
prohibited in the new Q'Hare plan and other airports such as
Atlanta. It increases the total number of possible
operations without need for additional runways.

This plan does a better job of handling teoday's
anticipated operations and is better suited for long-term use
if the remainder of the airport is not built for many years
because of lack of growth in demand. In addition, by
staggering the runways, moving them north will not be any
more significant than wha% is presently proposeéii Thank you.

MR. REWERTS: The next speaker is Mr. Xruse.

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 26
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Karl Kruse

18% East Court

Kankakee, Tllinocis

Karl Kruse.

MR. REWERTS: Could you spell your name?

MR. KRUSE: K-R-U-S5-E.

60901

5S4 00037

MR. REWERTS: The next person on deck 1s Joe Mikan.

MR. KRUSE: I'm the chairman of the Kankakee County

Board and have been for the last three vears. [? want to let

yvou know that the Kankakee County Board on two previous

occasions has passed resolutions in support of the third

4/'

support of the Will County efforts to form the coalition to

continue on with the airport, especially in cooperation with

the FAA and federal government agencies along with the

various State agenciesié

I'm here also because of two reasons,Z?;rst is the

Kankakee County bhorder or Kankakee County line is actually

two miles from the southern part of this airport,

SC we

understand the impact that this is also going to have on

Kankakee County, and we would hope that as this study

21-1

progresses and various studies progress with the airport,

that Kankakee County Board does continue to be included in

everything along with the northern municipalities that it

Funice Sachs & Associates
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will affect:E

[Eﬂe second thing is that we do understand and know

that the vast majority of the water shed that is with the

airport will flow through Kankakee County to the Kankakee

River, so we would ask that as we look at that, that the EIS C?/ZL

statements do address anything that the water shed may have

and any effects that that could have on through our County

down to the Kankakee Rive;ZK We would just like this to be a

safe, efficient airport if this study shows it is needed, and

we would like to be a part of the continuing on-going studies

that are going on, so that's all I have. Thank you.

MR. REWERTS: The next speaker is Joe Mikan,

that mike will be Rick Bryant.

Eunice Sachs & Associates
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S<C 00038

Joe Mikan
Chief Executive Officer for Will County

MR. MIKAN: Good morning, my name is Joe Mikan,
M-I-K-A-N, I'm the Chief Executive Officer for Will County.
Good morning and thank you for this opportunity to comment on
the South Suburban Airport Inaugural Airport Program in the
Tier 2 EIS.

The County of Will has been interested in the
development of an airport in Will County for many years.

When the Tier 1 received its recommended decision over a year
ago, Will County embraced the need for this airport and began
the transition to one of a leadership role on the planning
and development of the airport in our unincorporated area in
Will and Monee townships.

The Will County Airport Coalition was formed as the
Will County government initiative to provide the forum where
government, private, non-profit and public agencies and
citizens could convene to coordinate on matters associated
with the development of the airport. Those matters include
the planning, marketing and financing of the airport
construction and general preparation for both on and off-site
facilities associated with the project.

The Will County Airport Cecalition has been deemed

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 29
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the local agency advisory group by IDOT for the Tier 2 master
plan process and represents the interests, issues and
concerns of the communities and townships closest to the
airport site as well as many other agencies interested in the
benefits and concerns with the impact that the airport will
bring. Due to the tremendous business and residential growth
over the last decade, Will County has become one of the
fastest growing counties in the United States, and forecasts
indicate that this trend will continue in the years to come.

Also, as Will County grows, the entire Chicago and
its people as a whole grows. Our demographic information
alone indicates that we are capable of sustaining and are in
fact in need of another airportl{i&viation demands in ocur
region continues to increase due to national and global
markets, and Will County hopes to see that demand met by
building the Will Ceounty Scuth Suburban Airport sooner rather
than later. ’

We believe that delaving the airport construction
further would be a detriment to the region and to the
countr%ZB 2s indicated in the resolution passed by the Will
County Board this past October, it is the intent of Will
County to provide local sponsorship for this project.

It is also important to note that Will County is

not waiting for the completion of the Tier 2 process Lo move

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 30



forward with this effort. Attached to the written comments
that T will be submitting this morning is a timeline of our
activities planned for the next two years.

Will County has taken the position of leadership on
this project for the following reasons, and I would just like
to highlight three of them guickly:

Development cited in the proposed ultimate site are
within Will County and it's cur responsibility to see that
the development is done in a manner that meets the needs of
the County and region and is done in such a manner that
represents the best interests of our citizens.

Zgj To be directly linked to the work that the FAA
and IDOT are performing so that we can be part of the L{_,?L
decision-making process and ensure that local plans are
coordinated and integrated for the airporﬁi]

[Ez The importance of knowing the impact on our
natural resources, the neéds and costs associated with
transportation, infrastructure and utilities, the impact on
our tax base, to ensure cnsite and cffsite land use

}

compatibility and to be aware of noise impact and mitigation _7“33
meagures, to have input on the design and layout of the
airport facility and to know the justification to the siz%i}

Staff from various County departments will be

testifying later this morning with concerns on land use,

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 31
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natural resources, transportation impact and cost.

At this time I would like to thank you for the

opportunity to address you this morning.
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S 00039

Rick Bryant
2 Town Center Drive
University Park, Iliincis 60466

MR. REWERTS: Rick Bryant. Next on deck will be
Dennis Baren.

MR. BRYANT: Good morning, my name is Rick Bryant,
and I am the Executive Director of the South Suburban Airport
Commission. This organization, we believe, is the only duly
constituted governmental body established for the exclusive
purpose of building the South Suburban Airport.

Before I explain more about the Commission, let me
thank two organizations. First, the Commission conveys its
appreciation to the FAA for keeping the South Suburban
Alrport project alive. Your energy and diligence have kept
this process moving, and we thank you for your past guidance
and leadership. Egually, the State of Illinois and three
consecutive governors havé assumed the mantle of sponsorship
and committed the State's substantial resources - both
financial and human - to this project, each knowing that
without an airport, the Chicago region and the State would
suffer. The State is well on its way to purchasing 4200
acres needed for the inaugural site.

As I stated, the South Suburban Airport Commission

igs duly constituted under Illinois law. The Commission

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708}708-0500 33
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derives its authority to develop, own and operate the airport
from multiple scurces, including, but not by way of
limitation the Intergovernmental Ccooperation Act, the Joint
Alrports Act, wvarious municipal -- Illinois Municipal Codes
and the Airport Zoning Act.

The Commission became a governmental body September
29th when the initial communities signed an Intergovernmental
Agreement. This IGA gives the Commission extensive home rule
powers and today 31 municipalities have placed commissioners
on the Commission. They include Bensenville, Calumet City,
Calumet Park, Chicago Heights, Country Club Hills, East Hazel
Crest, Elk Grove Village, Flossmoor, Ford Heights, Glenwood,
Harvey, Hazel Crest, Homewood, Lansing, Lynwood, Markham,
Matteson, Midleothian, Cak Forest, Olympia Fields, Park
Forest, Phoenix, Richton Park, Riverdale, Robbins, Sauk
Village, South Chicago Heights, South Holland, Steger,
Thornton and University Pérk. The Commission is chaired by a
Will County mavor and remains open to all South Cook and will
County municipalities.

Zighe commissioners are elected officials from their
-- excuse me, are mayors from their communities, and they're
enthusiastic about this project. They uniformly believe that
an airport is needed for the region, and they're committed to

making it happen because of the economic engine it will

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 34
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provide for their communities::B

The State has long professed that it has no
intention of owning or operating the airport. They are
committed to building it, and cur commigssioners are committed
to helping the State buiid it. As Secretary Martin mentioned
earlier today, this plan -- or his concern mentioned earlier
today was that this plan does not compete with O'Hare or
Midway for funding, passengers or airline subsidies.

As I said, the Commission has the authority to own
and operate an airport. It is the most broad-based logical
entity designated as a sponsor, and it is moving
aggressively, with the State's blessing, on an innovative
public/private partnership to make this concept a reality.

On November 10th we issued a RFQ/RFP to select a
developer and operator. We have received numerous inguires
from qualified firms, and we expect to have a
developer/operator under Eontract by the spring of 2004.
Tomorrow, the Commission will hold a meeting with more than a
dozen potential national and international bidders on this
project.

We know this public/private partnership will work;
that it can produce the best airport solution in the shortest
time; and that it will be economically wviable. How do we

know that? Because the Commisgsion had two leading world

Bunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 35
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experts on public/private airport partnerships to do a
vear-long study, and they concluded that this proposal
through a partnership is wviable, economical, flexible and
perhaps even essential.

Additionally, the State did an extensive study and
reached similar conclusions. We have shared these results
with the FAA regional office and the FAA's Washington office,
the Secretary of Transportation, and several members of
Congress, and the feedback from all of them is very positive.

Now let me focus on the scoping process{jﬁﬁe
believe that this airport should be built to meet a
conservative level of traffic for the year 2008, for the
traffic originating in or destined for the south suburbs. We
should not rely on any forecasts that reduces or "steals"
traffic from Midway or O'Hare. We believe that five gates
and one runway will be an adequate initial build.

The Commission Believes that this meodest airport
can attract 370,000 enplaned passengers per year after
opening in 2008, and we believe that the five "common use"
gates that we propose will attract one more of the low-cost
carriers, one or more regional jet carriers and even one or
more of the low fare operations that the legacy carriers are

now introducing} As we see it, this alrport's cost per

enplaned passenger will be very attractive to these carriers,

Funice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 36
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which are the fastest-growing segment of the aviation

industry but which lack access opportunities to Chicago's

existing airports. Additionally, this airport's catchment

area of 2.5 million pecple is an ideal target for this

segment of the airline business.

designed to be a long-term aviation asset for the regionfj

—
But while the airport will start small, /it must be

l_;_\r

fThe long-term environmental impacts should be based on the

ultimate build-out,

not just the inaugural footprint. We

need to place before the public the potential size of the

airfield,

consequences for the years 2008, 2025 and beyond.

the number ¢f operations and associated

Because we should build for today but design for

tomorrow, [the purpose and need, as well as the scope, for

this project should reflect three time periods: One, in near
terms the delivery of the airport by 2008: two, mid term, the

ability for the airport to assume a greater percentage of the

-

Chicago region's traffic demand if and when O'Hare and or

Midway reach congestion levels;

and three, land-banking for

|-3e

ja-31

an expanded airport when the region needs additional runways.

These three distinct phases should be reflected in

the FAA's statement of purpose and neeézl The South Suburban

Alrport we believe can meet all of these needs through proper

planning.
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In closing let me say that transportation has been

Chicago's economic lifeline since its inception. The City

was born where the river met the lake, it boomed as a

railrocad hub, matured as America's crossroads; and ascended

as the nation’s aviation hub.f We need an efficient,

effective system of aviation connections in this region, and ‘23? 9/

it is crucial to our future and our nation's future. The

South Suburban Ailrport we believe will do thafzz

Finally, the FAA recognized in 1985 that Chicago

needed a third airport. We have introduced an innovative,

for us, but proven model to achieve these goals and demands.

We are extremely pleased that the FAA and the State are

moving forward with the EIS process.

Our plans are designed

to maintain and complement your timetable, thus we look

forward to working with you to enhance the naticnal aviation

system with the guickest, cheapest,

cleanest and safest

solution possible. After all, that was your charge, and that

is our commitment to you. Thank you very much.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you.

Dennis Baran I believe it

is. State your name and

spell it for the court reporter. The next speaker after Mr.

Baran will be Al McCowan.
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Dennis J. Baran
1024 Mallard Lane
Peotone, Illinois 60468

MR. BARAN: I'm Dennis Baran, B-A-R-A-N. I'm the
Village President of Pecotone. Good morning.
Historically the Viilage of Peotone has not besen in
favor of this project, but its effect upon us is obvious.
We have been -- we, the Village of Peotone, have been working
with the other mayors in Eastern Will County that surround
the proposed site and are formally known as the "Iron Ring."
We have prepared a NIPSE study and also have participated in
the Green Communities Grant study in which many of the
specifics and concerns that we have about the project are
included in that. Also Mayor Lohmann of Beecher and Mayor
Einhorn of Crete have expressed some specific concerns very
well, and I'm not going te repeat them except to say that[;
believe that the eventual.full build scenario, if it is to ;2—~21
come, should be diminished perhaps to possibly four runwa¥é:z
and@ all means include Beecher-Peotone Road repaig and 27 /S
that will be able to maintain as a very important link in our
group between the communities, the growing communities of
Peotone and Beecher.
And, again, I thank vou for your time, and while we

hope specifically in Peotone that the EIS will happen
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quickly, we are prepared to work with all responsible

entities to make sure that this provides the besgt for Peotone

and alleviates some of the worst.

Eunice Sachs & Associates

Thank vou.
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5S4 00041

AL McCowarn
Maycr - University Park

MR. REWERTS: Mr. McCowan, is that correct?

MR. McCOWAN: Yes, that's correct.

MR. REWERTS: Would you spell your name for the
record?

MR. McCOWAN: Al McCowan, M-C-C-0O-W-A-N.

MR. REWERTS: The next person on deck is Dennis
Koehn.

MR. McCOWAN: I'm the mayor of University Park
which is located in Will County and also the Chairman of the
South Suburban Airport Commission. I won't repeat the things
that have been said by Rick Bryant, but I just want to kind
of state where our community stands.

The construction of the South Suburban Airport to
be located in Eastern Will County has been under
consideration for many yeérs. é%; town, one of the five
towns, not four, five towns that surround the airport 2‘?_;99
footprint and is alsc located in Will County has long been an
adequate outspoken advocate in support of the airpO{EE

Economic development in my town has suffered.
Actually economic development in Eastern Will County has
suffered over the past several yvears. My town has the

highest tax rate in Will County with little hope for
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assistance or radical improvement without the airport.
Reference to concerns and the impact on both communities,
townships and districts are viable concerns to be addressed
in any growth scenario, whether it be an airport or any other
major growth scenario and requires an on-going resolution
process which should be put in place by the Airport
Commission in partnership with the local communities.

We anticipate that that's going to happen in this
scenario. [?Ee of the tremendous bhenefits provided by our
proposal of a public/private partnership enables the
municipalities participating in the intergovernmental
agreement to manage the infrastructure and quality of life
impact in any communities that will be most affected. This
partnership enables the creation of an off-site 2}7/3)2’
infrastructure management authority inclusive of all the
towns that are affected, not just the surrcunding towns, but
other towns as well in thé region. Another benefit is the
airport distributed cash flow in the public/private
partnership can be utilized by municipalities who are off
site with the structured improvementf:z

We, our community, University Park, does not want
to sqguander this opportunity to have a meaningful, viable
impact on the future of our town, the County, the region

and the State, so we're very strong supporters of this
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process. Thank vyou.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you.

Mr. Xoehn, and then the on-deck speaker will be

Richard Sygulla.

Eunice Sachs & Associates

{(708)709-0500

43



10

11

12

13

i4

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

S¢ 00042

Dennis Koehn
626 Catalpa Street
Beecher, Illinois 60401

MR. KOEHN: Hello, my name is Dennis Xoehn with
Washington Township, I'm the trustee there and also the
drainage commissioner in Washington Township.

MR. REWERTS: BSpell vyour last name.

MR. KOEHN: K-G-E-H-N.

Basically we agree with the proposals of the
Village of Beecher, mmi@% would like to see an eastern
entrance for customers and not a service entrance to the
airporgg}[;é would basically like to see the runways moved 2? /
further na;th away from the Village, avoid exhaust and other

detrimental things that can happen with that. (ggglacement of ~
-

lost property tax from the land the State has purchaseé}
(g;sically provide for necessary infrastructure as a result ofi??“fs
the airport and construction of the airpor%l Arrangement and
27-4
condensation from the excesgsive use of township roads as a
result of the airporé} Z%fﬁaximum of four runways\ Z2-2
And on my drainage commissioner side we like to
protect our natural resources. [%; need to make sure that all
the streamsg, creeks and all the surrounding area is not ?_/

disturbed and is protected the way it is now so that we don't

have adverse effects in the futurezg Thank you.

Funice Sachs & Associates {(708)709-0500 a4
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SC 00043

Richard Sygulla
P.0O. Box 428
Sheldon, Illinois 60966

MR. REWERTS: Richard Sygulla.

MR. SYGULLA: Richard Sygulla, S5-Y-G-U-L-L-A.

MR. REWERTS: The next person on deck is James
Daugherty.

MR. SYGULLA: I represent several drainage
districts that will be impacted by the proposed airport.
There are at least two other districts that will also be

affected. {Union Drainage District Number 1 Monee and Will

will experience the most impact, 1f in fact all land proposed (?

to be included in the plan will take in about 90 percent of
the distriqﬁ) Kgiack Walnut Creek crosses right through the
middle of the proposed area, and from that standpoint a
destruction of that creek to deter water to another area or
some other prospect such és rerouting will have to be taken
placé:}

[?Bck Creek Drainage District will be affected
mostly by the access proposed from I-57. Significant
problems will be c¢reated by the extensive impervious surfaces
of runways and parking areas. Surface water will increase
dramatically. Drainage districts are charged with the

responsibility of movement of runoff in an orderly manner. g

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 45
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The funding source is an assessment on land owners.

At the present time the State of Illinecis is exempt
from real estate taxes but not from drainage assessments.
There is an effort under consideration to exempt the State
and its association from drainage assessments. If that
should take place, then the drainage district will be without
any scurce of revenue.

Z;; has been suggested that Black Walnut Creek will
be re-routed. Now this can also cause not only problems for C?"ZGL
Black Walnut Creek but whereever they remove the water which
could be Rock Creek to the wesEZl

In summary,{all drainage districts need to be
included in the planning process at an early stage so that (?__zﬂ{
they can be in a position to respond to the increased water
floﬁi} Thank you.

MR. REWERTS: Thank vou.

Mr. Daugherty, and I have Bruce Hamann on deck.
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SZ 00044

James Daugherty
700 West End Avenue
Chicago Heights, Illinois 60411

MR. DAUGHERTY: Good morning, my name is James
Daugherty, D-A-U-G-H-E-R-T-Y. I'm the manager of the Thorn
Creek Basin Sanitary District.

The Sanitary District ig a local municipal
government created under Illinois statutes. The District
services a total of six communities in the south suburbs with
a population of 100,000. The District is a separate unit of
local government that overlays the six cities and villages
that we serve. In our 75-year history and most significantly
in the past three decadesg the Sanitary District has expanded
service areas to include additional communities.

As effluent discharge laws become more stringent
for wastewater treatment facilities, the need for and the
benefits of regionalizing‘wastewater treatment have become
apparent to all communities. The District currently serves
the communities of Homewood, Chicago Heights, Park Forrest,
South Chicago Heights, Steger and Crete. All wastewater
treatment is performed in our treatment plant in Chicago
Heights.

In mid 2002 the District began working with the

communities of University Park and Monee to determine the
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benefits of adding those communities to the District's
service area. Discussions have included Consumer Illinois
Water Company due to the fact that the District would be
purchasing their wastewater infrastructure. The current
Thorn Creek facility plant area now served by the District
and the Deer Creek facility area now served by Consumers
under our plan will be combined into one large facility
planning area all served by Thorn Creek Sanitary District.

The District will build a line of wastewater basgins
from University Park to the District regional collection
system in Crete and then the treatment plant in Chicago
Heights. This plan will result in more specific services to
the residents and businesses and industries in University
Park and Monee according to the feasibility study conducted
by the District. The District is in negotiation with
Consumers to purchase their wastewater infrastructure.

Recently the coﬁmunities of Beecher and Peotone
including the Eastern Will County Council of Mayors have
requested that the District join them in studying the options
of regionalized wastewater treatment in Eastern Will County.
After the addition of University Park and Monee to the
District, the District will be servicing all the communities
in Eastern Will County except for Beecher and Peotone.

The District has agreed to undertake this study and

Eunice Sachs & Associates {(708)709-0500 48
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is seeking funding to conduct a preliminary engineering study
on regionalizing the wastewater treatment in Eastern Will
County. The study area alcong with the current proposed
district boundaries will completely surround the proposed
alrport site.

[?Lorn Creek Basin Sanitary District is proposing
that wastewater treatment for the regional airport be
included in its evaluation of regionalizing the wastewater g?,ZE;
treatment in Eastern Will County. The District requests that
the master plan and environmental assessment include an
option for wastewater services provided by Thorn Creek:(
Thank you.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you.

Mr. Hamann, and on deck we have Stella Zajakala.
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SZ (0045

Bruce Hamann
3637 W. Corning Road
Peotone, Illinois 60468

MR. HAMANN: Good morning, I'tmm Bruce Hamann,
H-A-M-A-N-N, Will Township Highway Commissioner. I'm excited
to be here just like Secretary Martin, however my excitement
is of the negative nature.[/;‘m not in favor of this projectT] /__2 é

Residents of Will Township do not have the
go-forward attitude of the people wanting to destroy our
community. I'm going to relate to a guote by Barry
Goldwater, "A government large enough to give you everything
ig large enough to take it all away." We in Will Township
believe this describes this project.

As recently as yesterday a meeting with government
representatives showed how they can flex their muscles to
take what you will not voluntarily give to them. I have a
local project of replaciné a bridge in the township for
safety reasons which was asked to be put on hold because
others believe their project should be foremost of
importance. One gentleman stated that we have lived with
this bridge for 70 years, why now replace it? Will Township
residents asked we have lived and prospered without an

alrport development for 150 years, why now? There has not

been a proven need.
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/i;he money spent to date on this project would
certainly relieve school districts of debt, provide funds to
police departments, both local and state, to help enforce

laws, reduce crime and drug trafficking. Countless children

are hungry in our communities. Food programs would be better

for our community than an airport. Building up industry in ;2\7*23:5

our community, we are an (inaudible) community, energy bills
are being talked about to provide vital energy alternatives
by the diesel plants ethanol plants. If we have all the
amenities in our community for an airport being
transportation, water, human resources and funding, why not

build something that will build the community and not destroy

iEi]

mayors of Beecher, Peotone and the other members of the "Iron

Thank you, and I would like also to thank the

Ring." Residents of Will Township do not have a village in
our commnity, we are betﬁeen these villages. We rely
heavily on these men t£o express our concerns, and I thank
them for that.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you.

Stella, will vyou pronounce your name and spell it

for the court reporter?
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S¢ 00046 ¢

Stella Zajakala
4127 West Church Road
Beecher, Illinois 60401

MS. ZAJAXALA: Yes, I'm Stella Zajakala,
Z-A-J-A-K-A-L-A.

MR. REWERTS: The person on deck is Ed Paesel.

MS. ZAJAKALA: I'm the Asgsessor for Will Township.
As you can tell from the maps, most of the airport would be
in our township. For the inaugural site, they are estimating
a need of 4,200 acres. So far IDOT has purchased 1,538 acres
from willing sellers. Now, the remaining 2600-plus acres
need yet to be acquired.{ Now do you think our loyal farmers
like the Deutsche's, Rudis' and the Ogalla's are going to sit
there meekly and let the State do as they please? 1'm sure
they're going to fight, and they have the support of the rest
of us “mini—farmers.zz

I will give you'some figures so that you can see
how this "State land banking" is affecting our townships and
the county. In the inaugural site IDOT has purchased 1538
acres which has an assessed value of $2,218,711, this
translates to a market wvalue of $6,653,133. They also
purchased other property listed as "hardship and protective
parcels" in the "big footprint site" consisting of 201 acres

with assessed value of $600,865 or market value of
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$1,802,595. These two total 58,455,728 yet the State paid

their "fair market value" of $23,000 -- pardon me,

$23,049,464, (@here is this extra 15 million coming from? é,-Z-
You guessed it, the taxpayers, you and mgl}

Now (how do these negotiations affect our tax é;-ED
revenuesE; Figuring our tax rates are anywhere between 6
percent and 8-and-a-half percent, we'll just take a low
average of 7 percent. On that assessed value figure of
$2,819,576, the taxes figure to approximately 5$200,000 which
will be lost annually. The taxing bodies still provide the
same services and still have to levy to obtain the dollars
they need.

[;Le aschool district, the County, the townships, the
fire district, the library, the forest preserve and college
district all put their levies in, and with the loss of é;’t{
assessments, since the State is tax exempt, the shortfall
will have to be made up b&, vou guessed it, you and mézﬁ
Thank you.

MR. REWERTS: Mr. Paesel.

After Mr. Paesel we have Jerry Meyer.

FEunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 53



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

S 00047

Ed Paesel
1904 West 174th Street
East Hazel Crest, Illinois 60429

MR. PAESEL: Hello, my name is Ed Paesel,
P-A-E-S5-E-L. I'm Executive Director of the Scuth Suburban
Mayors and Managers Association.

I'm pleased teday present this testimony on behalf
of the South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association, an
organization representing 43 communities, 650,000 resident in
the Southern Ccok and Will counties.

The Association has long supported the development
of the South Suburban Airport near University Park as the
best way to provide additicnal air capacity to serve the
rapidly growing and long-established communities in the
southland as a supplemental facility to QO'Hare and Midway
Alrports.

We believe that-environmental studies previously
conducted by both the State of Illinois and the Federal
Aviaticon Administration have clearly shown that the South
Suburban Airport can be developed to meet the stated purpose
and need and do so in an environmentally sound manner.

The proposed facilities can be developed within the
airport footprint outlined by the State of Illinois and

currently under active acguisition by the State using funds
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appropriated by the General Assembly over the past four
years. This can be done in a manner that will minimize and
mitigate any impacts anticipated, while at the same time
providing much needed aviation capacity for the southland and
the entire Chicago metropolitan region.

The Association calls your attention te a "white
paper on public/private partnerships" which I will provide to
you, it was recently published to assist in the dialogue as
to how the South Suburban Airport might be financed. We are
encouraged by the public pronouncements of several national
and international private firms who have expressed an
interest in working with the State and local officials to
explore the possibility of developing a public/private
partnership to construct this facility.

Finallyy(;; support the efforts cof local, County,
State and Federal officials to continue long-standing

cooperative efforts to do proper planning for areas outside

27-5>

the footprint of the airport and along highway and rail
corridors which will be used to provide excellent access to
the airpor;:]

And, finally, we thank the FAA for its support of
this process and for providing the funding to complete the

Tier 2 EIS. Thank you.
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S L 00048

Jerry Meyer
301 East Indiana Avenue
Beecher, Illinois 60401

MR. REWERTS: Mr. Meyer, and after Mr. Meyer will
be Bob Herrick.

MR. MEYER: My name is Jerry Meyer, M-E-Y-E-R. I'm
the Washington Township Road Commissioner. Washington
Township is on the east side of the proposed airport.

These are some of my concerns with this airport if
it is built or when the airport is being built:

[g;ads for infrastructure. The road outside the
airport boundary cannot handle the increased traffic brought
to us with this airport. Roads as they are right now are
country roads only there to handle resident traffic of people 2?7«;3
who live there. They're not made or designed to handle any
truck loads or high volumes of car traffic.

With property of the airport being removed from the
tax roles, we do not have the funds in our tax base to
improve these roads to handle the airport traffic or the
construction traffic as it's being builéi}

Number 2, when this airport is built, I'll have
some roads on the northern end of the airport property that I
will not be able to serve because of the property of the

airport cutting off access to these people. These residents
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will not have the service they have now.

[}%en this airport is built, I think the township
residents should have an eastern entrance to the airport. 211'2
This will help generate extra growth on the eastern part of
the grounds and it will help the tax growth on our sid%:}

FourZZEAe drainage of the airport. As the ailrport
property is right now, there are two water sheds. With the ?_;Z
land around the airport being formed now, how will the farm
ground be affected by this airport and what will it do to
both of the water shed;EE

Five{ig concern to the Village of Beecher and ours
also is if the runways could be moved north to give the ‘2—4
regidents of Beecher free from planes flying right over their
houses where they're building noil

Six{:gé the airport is being part of the township,

we should be informed on how and when the project is going to
2915

——nny

and not read about it in the newspaper and being misinformeqj

start and how we can cope with the airport when it is done

And, 1ast{:;£e airport should have a maximum of
four runways for the reason of not to take large amounts of 2,'2'
property away from the township so, in turn, it can grow with

the airportzB Thank vyou.
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S 99049

Bob Herrick
116 North Chicago Street
Joliet, Illinois 60432

MR. REWERTS: Mr. Herrick, state your name and
spell it for the court reporter.

MR. HERRICK: Bob Herrick, H-E-R-R-I-C-K.

MR. REWERTS: After Mr. Herrick will be Margie
Woods.

MR. HERRICK: I'm Bob Herrick, I represent the wWill
County Center for Economic Development, commonly known as the
CED. The CED is the economic development agency cof record
for will County.[j;e support not only the development of
South Suburban Airport at the state-designated site in Will 2
County but also inclusion of Will County as a full partner Zt?“
with the Federal aAviation Administration and the Illinois
Department of Transportatiogi}

As aviation expérts predicted a long time ago,
almost 20 years ago, Chicago ran out of capacity to absorb an
increasing demand for commercial flights, which of course led
to the City's plan to rebuild O'Hare Airport. Growth in the
south and southwestern segments of the Chicago region has
exacerbated the need for more aviation capacity and has
actually created a sub-market of 2.5 million people who live

within a 45-minute ride drive of the South Suburban Airport
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gsite. Will County will continue to fuel much of that
growth.

I'm going to cite just a couple of statistics for
yvou. Will County is now the ninth fastest growing county in
the nation (of counties with more than 200,000 people} and
will be the fastest growing county in Illinois in terms of
jobs and population for the next 20 years. The Northeastern
Illinecis Planning Commission estimates Will County's
population will exceed 1.1 million by 2030.

Will County accounted for nearly 40 percent of all
industrial project completions in the Chicago MSA since 2000.

There are now 115 business parks in Will County
with an inventory of 80 million sguare feet.

Will County is especially attractive for logistics
and distribution, given its location and a nexus of
interstate highways, Class 1 freight railroads and commercial
barge terminals. The new.CenterPoint Intermodal Center along
with the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Rallroad logistics park
as the centerpiece, made Chicage the third largest container
port in the world behind Hong Kong and Singapore. The
regional, national and international development communities,
with whom we work, were quick to see the benefit of
connecting freight logistics at CenterPoint with the air

cargo operations at South Suburban Airport.
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As the Illinois Department of Transpeortation and
the FaA proceed with the environmental assessment, two
additional issues deserve consideration in our opinion.
[Egrst is the need to identify and develop a plan for building 2[7*55
local infrastructure to accommodate a project of this
magnitudé} a concern you heard this morning; and, secondly,
[E; believe Will County should be recognized as a full partner
in the planning process with the Illinois Department of 2?#2L
Transportation and the FAéZS Thank you.
MR. REWERTS: Thank vou.

Margie Woods, and after Ms. Woods will be Jchn

Paige.
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SLOD050

Margie Woods
561 Dover Street
Joliet, Illinois 60432

MS. WOODS: Mr. Rewerts, FAA cofficials, good
morning. I am Margie Woods, the minority leader on the Will
County Board. Thank vou for allowing this opportunity to
comment on behalf of the Will County Board regarding the SSA
Inaugural Airport Program and Tier 2 Environmental Impact
Statement.

In 1987 Will County Board passed its first
resolution supporting our involvement in the development of
an airport in the south suburbs of Chicagoland. Wwill
County's desire for involvement in that development stemmed
from our understanding that the development of an airport in
our area meant not only benefits, but also that it meant that
there would be impacts. Now that the airport site has been
selected and identified within the County of Will's
jurisgdiction and the Tier 2 EIS begins, we have positioned
ourselves to take a leadership role in its development.

Will County government has established the Will
County Airport Coaliticon to represent the interests of our
townships, communities, businesses and other agencies
interested in and affected by the development of this

airport.
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Will County has also either formed or is

participating currently in several other forums or focus

groups that are working on issues associated with legality,

land-use planning, marketing,

gpace and natural resources,

development and finance,

infrastructure pertaining to the airport. Will County

open

and transportation services and

recognizes the impeortance of working with many jurisdictions

on this project,

a means of fostering consensus.

and we believe in a spirit of cooperation as

We have formed a team of experts who can guide the

County and the Airport Cecalition through the airport

development process.

Will County will work as a team with the FAA and

IDOT towards sponsorship to ensure that the airport in Will

County is develcoped in the most beneficial manner for our

county, our region and our state and that all of the

necegsary environmental issues have been addressed.

We want this EIS to address the following:

[E?ansportation infrastructure needs and costs, including 2r7“/

construction routinégéé;timated jobs created on-site and E;FJ

off-site and the fiscal impacts from these job%}(ghformation

on any economic development planned on-site airportzl

[environmental igsues such as ground water, streams, lakes, €L~}

wetlands,

floodplains, drinking water, stormwater,

Eunice Sachs & Associates
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wastewater, waste digposal and other impacts on natural /yv/
1&~1

resources in the areaB @;ricultural loss and its financial /S~
impacts on all taxing bodies; impacts on parks, preserves and
conservation areasii;ow parks and preserves that currently /49*J
exist on inaugural airport property can be integrated into
the inaugural desigé}[ghtigation plans for all impactégéi;w ;29'1/
to effectively plan land-uses on property that may be needed 1/w/
for future airport expansio?j

The Will County Board feels that it is wvital that
the County be privy to all information assocociated with this
project and that we be a part of the many decision-making
processes assocliated with the most appropriate development of
an airport facility within our jurisdiction.

County staff will be submitting written comments in
addition to mine. I would like to take the opportunity to
thank you for allowing me to speak.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you.

John Paige is the last speaker card that I have.
If anybody else wishes to speak, I ask that you go out and
£ill out a sgpeaker card. If I don't have anymore speakers at
the end of Mr. Paige, we'll take a recess for 10 or 15
minutes and reconvene and see if we have any additicnal

speakers at that time. Mr. Paige?

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 63
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John Paige
222 South Riverside Plaza, #1800
Chicago, Illinois 60606

MR. PAIGE: My name isg John Paige, P-A-I-G-E. I'm
the Directeor of Planning Services for the Northeastern
Illinois Planning Commission. TI'm speaking this morning on
behalf of the Eastern Will County Council of Mayors.

I would like to point out that the Northeastern
Illinois Planning Commission will also be sending in
comments. The Commission is meeting tomoerrow to consider
those. They are drafted and will be sent in.

This morning I'm speaking con behalf of the Eastern
Will County Council of Mavors who have actually hired MC as a
consultant to do planning -- land use planning in the area
around the airport, the proposed airport.

I have -- these comments are being submitted on
behalf ¢f the Council. This intergovernmental group consists
of the villages of Beecher, Crete, Monee, Peotone and
University Park and the County of Will. While each of these
governments have, in fact, presented individual comments,
they've asked me to present these five points on behalf of
the Council.

First, involvement of local governments. FEach

member of the -- I'm going to refer to the Council, I'm just

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 64
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saying(?;ch member of the Council desires to be consulted on
the airport design and the EIS early in the process and
continuing at each juncture as the process moves along. ;?ﬂ~/
Regular presentations and review sessions should be held with
the Council at each of their scheduled meetings during the
airport design and EIS proces%:B

The sgecond point is regarding coordination of the
plans. [g; the airport design and the EIS process proceeds,
the land use plans and zoning ordinances of each of the %/WZ“
members of the Council should be incorporated into the
airport design and the EI%ZS Additicnally, the Council is
developing two regiocnal land use and development plans for
the eastern Will County area, one with the airport and one
without the airport, a "no build." The "no-build" scenario
is nearly completed. The Council will scon begin preparation
of the build scenario, however, it is critical to the
function and wvalidity of Ehese plans that the Council have
access to all the alternative airport scenarics in order to
etfectively do this kind of planning. Hence{j;he Council
requests information from IDOT and the FAA on the proposed
airport design, all potential designs at the earliest Lf”ig
possible moment so that they can complete their regicnal land

use and development plans for the build airport scenario as

wel{:S
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The third point is in regards to impacts on

municipal governments and Will County. [;;e members of the

Council desire to know the impacts of the proposed airport on

their communities as early as possible. Impact information

sought by the Council includes transportation, especially

impacts on local roadways during construction and after,

impacts on economic develcopment including estimates of jobs

created and how local residents can obtain these jobs; any

economic development plans and any eccnomic plans associated

with the airport; environmental impacts including é;pé

groundwater, streams, lakes, wetlands, floodplains,

stormwater, drinking water, waste disposal, wastewater and

other natural resources in the area such as parks and forest

preserve lands, and fiscal impacts on local governments

including impacts on all taxing authorities, and especially

impacts on municipal, county and township revenueézz
(gztigation plans for all impacts should be discussed and ;2? /
reviewed with local governments for comment early before they -
are finalizediz

[Eée fourth point is regarding regional sewer

service, The members of the Council would like the FAA and

IDOT through the airport design and EIS process, to work with /Ef_:L

the Council members to explore the possibility of a regional

sewer service systenm, exploring all alternatives for both the

Eunice Sachs & Assoclates (708)709-0500 66
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alirport and the incorporated areas around the airport.g

Finally, the final point is regarding the size of

the airport. Some members onEE; Council would like the

proposed airport,

the full build-out scenario, to have no

more than four runways as there is a concern that too much

yir>

land is being consumed by the airport footpriégg however, not

all of the members agree with this. [?; particular,

University Park and Will County believe the size of the

airport should be based on demand factors.& In any case all

members of the Council agree that theyzgguld like any

information that the FAA and IDOT can provide on how to

effectively plan for land use beyond the inaugural airport

facility in case there is a need for airport expansiogz

That ceoncludes my remarks,

opportunity to present them.

Deutsche.

and thank you for this

MR. REWERTS: We did get another card, Mary Ann

State your name and spell it for the record.

Eunice Sachs & Associates

(708)709-0500
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Mary Ann Deutsche
3417
Steger, Illinois 60475

MS. DEUTSCHE: My nmame is Mary Ann Gearhart,
G-E-A-R-H-A-R-T, Deutsche, D-E-U-T-S5-C-H-E. I have been a
representative of the Will County Board for the lasgt 18 years
in Concord District 1, that area mostly impacted by this
airport, although as I know, we all listened this morning
many, many, many people will be impacted with the effects of
this airport.

In that period of time I have been a mother, now a
grandmother and my children have grown old enough to buy
homes, but I still remain and many people will remain as this
goes forward. When you take that big large square out of the
middle of our community, there are roads that we transverse
to reach families, reach schools, reach businesses. My
family also is in the farm business in the middle of this
airport site. We will still try to grow crops we hope as you
go forward. If I had a voice that had a vote{jzﬂwould say T
absolutely want this thing to go away. no, I do not want an zé
alrport, and, no, many of the people in my community do not /—
want an airport, but certainly that's not mine to saéil

I certainly hope as you go forward you go in the

spirit of fairness and look at everything and make sure that
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those of us that remain can still live here, still get to our
families, get to our businesses, still conduct ocur business,
and[;;ke sure as the process goes forward those people who
are beginning to purchase property do so in a fair way. We
find some purchases of property have been way c¢ff the site
for a road that may be 20 to 40 years from now and they say
that's protective. I dare say in my opinion that would be
protective of the cost that they have to bear as they
continue to buy land because the impact of the people in that
part of the community, they're left in their homes surrounded
by state-owned property, so I dare -- I hope as you do your
scoping you do it fairly. Keep in mind who pays all our
salaries, I'm a government worker as you are tco, and make
sure that the taxpayers are protected and the whole region
that needs this airport knows thég} Thank you.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you. Do we have -- are there
any other speaker cards? -No? Seeing none, let's take about
a 15-minute break. Let's come back at quarter to 12:00.

(Brief recess taken.}

May I have your attention? We still have no more
speakers. It's now one minute of 12:00, and having seen no
more speakers, we're going to adjourn until 4:00 o'clock. At
that time you're more than welcome to come back and sign up

to speak at that time, if you so desire. Seeing no more

Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500 69
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speakers, I now adjourn this session. Thank you for coming.
{(Which were all the proceedings had in the

above-entitled matter.)

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) S585:

COUNTY OrF COCOK )

I, Susan M. Pudle, R.P.R., C.S8.R., Netary Public, do
hereby certify that I am a court reporter doing business in
the State of Illinois, County of Cook; that I reported in
shorthand the proceedings at the given hearing held on the
3rd day of December, 2003, and that the foregoing is a true
and correct transcript of my shorthand notes so taken as

aforesaid.

Susan M. Pudle
Registered Professional Reporter
Certified Shorthand Reporter

Funice Sachs & Associates {708)709-0500
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Paul Karas
6001 West Industrial
Gary, Indiana

Thank you. My name is Paul Karas. TI'm the
director of the Gary Chicago Airport. We have
submitted our testimony to the FaA, and I will
summarize it. It is signed by the president of the
Alrport Authority.

We at the Gary Ailrport and many other
people in the suburbs here of the Chicago area also
believe that a rising tide impacts home markets, if
vou will; but if the tide is flooding or ebbing, it
is not stopped by an artificial border such as the
Indiana-Illinois state line.

[E;me of the concerns that we have with
regard to the putative Peotone airport hag to do with
airspace and the taking of Gary Chicago International Z«g":g
Airport airspace to effectively allow Peotone to be
implemented the way it was promulgatea @’e are
concerned with the process and whether that process
will be entirely transparent with regards to /FQZ
consideration of alternatives, such as the Gary
Chicago Airport, the Blcomington AirporEZ}

We are concerned, again,éggth the process

with regard to how the purpose and need will be
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defined, and the questions with regard to that are L—3—7
answered, how the definition of the service area will
be arrived ag:S
And we are concerned finally with two other
points:(ig;ound access both today and in the future
for making the putative Peotcne Alirport fully 2237— ?
implemented, and with items that are more intangible
but are part and parcel with the National
Environmental Policy Act, having to do with
environmental and economic injusticézg
Thank vou.
MR. REWERTS: Thank you.
Next speaker is Bert Docter, who will be

followed by Bob Carter.
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Nelson Collins
1060 Catalpa
Beecher, Illinoisg
Good evening. I'm Nelson Collins, as vou
indicated. I'm the Washington Township supervisor.
Washington Township is the location of a
portion of this proposed airport. There are some
concernsg that need to be addressed to best benefit
the residents of Washington Township.
[;;y airport in this location should have 2’7—2L

eastern entrance for customers on to the airport's
cast Sidig @: is hoped that runways can be moved 2..,/
further north to best protect the Washington Township
residents] @Jme arrangement needs to be made to é~5
replace the property tax from the land that's been
purchased by the Stat%}>[§;ovision needs to be made
to build the necessary infrastructure to support any 7—:5
airport in that without.the cost or massive
inconvenience to the residents the aré%j] This will
be especially for the runwavs. [gfrangements should
27-4
be made for the maintenance of the excessive use of
township roads in this areal} é;d hopefully, the plan
can be revised to have a maximum of four runwayszl 22'21

Thank vou.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you.
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MS5.

Cassin.

MR.

that for

MS.

Cassin.

57

Next speaker is Karen Cassin, who will be
by Anthony Mielcarz.

CASSIN: For the record, the last name is

REWERTS: Qkay. Thank you. Could you spell
the --
CASSIN: C A 8 $ I N, but it's Cassin, not

The nuns used to do it to me, too.
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Kevin McNulty
1154 Ridge Road
Homewood, Illinois
Good evening. I'm Kevin McNulty. I'm the
president and CEQ of the Chicage Scuthland Chamber of
Commerce. Thank you for giving all of us the
opportunity to speak to vou this evening.
My organization's mission is economic
development of the southland region. We have members
in 86 communities in the south region. We also have

business members throughout 14 communities in Indiana

and 20 communities throughout the rest of the Chicago

area.
(E; support the development of the third
airport in the southland primarily as an eccnomic /—'7

driver for our regioi} 30 years ago, between then
and now, our region lost 250,000 jobs due to the
change and shift and the effect of the ({(Inaudible)
and the global economy impact. Our indicatiocon and
most experts will tell you every manufacturing job
that goes, three service secular jobs leave as well.
That's kind of the situnation that we're facing now.
S0 we see it as a driver and we support it.
Secondly, our data indicates that the

capacity is there long-term. Since it's a big
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project, it needs to be long, and I think it's there.

Finally, this morning I had business from

some larger businesses from China who came to our

office to talk about coming inte the southland and

build manufacturing plants and put people to work in

the regicn. One of the third questicns -- They're

not importers. They're looking to sell in the

market. One of the third questicns in mind was talk

to us about the airport.

So we see it as a main driver. E\Ie support ZC}_}D

the efforts:> We also, as business people who live in

the region, enccurage you to do all the due diligence

that's necessary, environmental and everything else.

We think it's an economic driver for our region.

Thank you.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you.

Richard Acker,

followed by Aina Greene.
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W. Lee Deutsche
3417 Sangamon
Steger, Illinois

I stand in front of you this afterncon
because when it came time to sign in, I felt it was
much more appropriate to sign in as a state holder
and a landowner. I alsc am a member of the Will
County Board representing District 1, and(gzm not one

j-26

of those politicians that wants thisg airporE;

I'd just like to relate a little bit to you
because and keep it a little bit on what our purpose
is, but I'd be remiss if I didn't say that our
family, the Deutsche family, goes back to the 1849.
And we have some real roots in what's out there. I
am blessed. I'm a senior Deutsche now, so that
responsibility falls on me, I guess, to address this.

I have a brother that farms with me, and I
also have two sons that.are farming. So how lucky
can a person be that farms with his family? We like
to consider ourselves as a what a family farm is.
But we were taught, my brother and I were taught by
our father, who was very adamant about soil and water
conservation and about looking after the water and

looking after the streams, that when yvou passed on

from this world, you should leave it better than what
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it was when you got it. And we have done that in
practicing our farming operations, because in 1978,
we became one of the first no-till farms that there
was and practiced that,

My brother has become very active in the
Black Walnut Creek drainage in the upper part which
encompasses us. And we really genuinely feel as if
we're looking after the soil that's out there. A
little bit earlier, several times earlier,

Mr. Rudis's article that's in the Tribune, which I'm
going to give to you so you guys can read it after
you're sick of reading all that other material that
you've gotten.

But Mr. Rudis is a 92-year-old man, and he
owns the greatest amount of property that's in the
inaugural portion of this airport. I would say that
my brother and I, the Deutsche family, probably own
the second largest. And if you go to the ultimate,
we probably get to go to the largest part. Farming
has been a livelihood for us.

I realize that some people have some
concerns abpout governmenit payments that come to
farmers; however, with the type of scil that we have,

we have generated a strong program for producing hay
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and straw. We're blessed because of our location.
As they say, location, location, location. We're
blessed that we're very clese to the Balmoral Park
racetrack, and we take the position that horse race
betting is fine; going to casinos is a sin.

But related to that, what that industry has
brought forth to the greater area, if yvou go east cof
Crete, you see all the large stables that have been
put up. Stables that are bringing in real estate
taxes, that are bringing income to the area. They're
not a part of -- There didn't have to be a TIF or
there hasn't had to be any rebates for them,
incentives to bring them there.

In closing -- because I see my light's
coming on. In closing,[% would like to say that if

2-31

it isn't broke, don't try to fix it. Leave it as it
is:]

MR. REWERTS: Thank you.

Thank you.

The next speaker is Joseph Palermo, and
following him will be Mr. Penn.
Would vou state your name and spell 1it?
MR. PALERMO: Joe Palermo, P AL ERMOQO, from

Wilmington, Illinois.
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Algernon H. Penn
596 Farmview Court
University Park, Illinois

I am a representative of the Village of
University Park, where this great university stands,
and Village Trustee. @nd I am for the airport at 2?—'30
Peoton%:}

[EE& issue that I have about the necessity
for this airport is the fact here in our village, we
have the highest tax rate in Will County. We're
struggling to develeop an economic base here. We're
struggling to get people to work. This airport is /,f?
not necessarily for me. This airport I feel is
necessary for my children and my children's children
to give them an opportunity to actually live the
American dream asg everyone else would like to live
it.

This project is not so much in terms of the
airport, but also the public work infrastructure that
comes along with it. We have two developers in the
world who have said that this airport is a very real
possibility and viability. The day the decision is
made if an airport can be a reality here, 15,000
jobs, 15,000 permanent jobs, will be placed here in

the south suburban area}
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I, as a homeowner, look at my tax bill
which I get twice a year, and I gsay we have the
highest tax rate in Will County. When vou lecok at
other areas in Will County such as Plainfield and
Bolingbrook and New Lenox and other areas, Joliet,
they have the ecconomic¢ boom which has not come here.
The difficulty that I have is everyone talks about
how it affects them. Well, if you have a very low
tax rate, it does not affect you. If you have good
water guality, it does not affect you. If you have
low unemployment, it doesn't affect you.

We look at the opportunity that's before
us. We consider ourselves part of the Chicago
metropolitan area, and even some discussion about the
fact that the airports will not come, which is not
necessarily true. There are carriers who are
interested in the Peotome site. It's been
documented.

[g—say we build the airport because it's /_<?
economically viable for this particular region.y We
have an imbalance within the Chicago metropolitan
area. We have O'Hare, and there are many arguments
about the expansion of 0'Hare, if it's necessary, the

potential destruction there. We look at it contrary
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in terms of what expansion of O'Hare does there
versus what the building of the Peotone site does
here. We feel that it balances out the economic
parody in Chicago and gives opportunities, not just
for people here in University Park but for every
individual that lives within the region.

As the yvellow light goes on, I look at this
as the land of opportunity, noft necessarily a land of
question. I'd like to say that if anyone has an
opportunity and has the will to want to work and the
will to take care of their family and the will to
live the American dream, let them do so.

There are a lot of things that we can agree
to disagree on, but we all understand, toco, that we
have families that we want to leave legacies with and
families that we want to take care of. I think we
need to look at that opportunity that we have to
leave for them.

Thank you wvery much.

FROM THE AUDIENCE: Mr. Penn, you indicated there
was an airline that committed to the airport. Could
vou please name the airport for the record?

MS. JOHNSON: Excuse me.

MR. REWERTS: It's now two minutes after 6:00.
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speak, and then we'll take a 15-minute break,

we'll be back to resume after the break.

and

108
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William Browne
3000 West 170th Place
Hazelcrest, Illinois

Good evening. My name is William Browne,
BROWNE. I am the mayor of the Village of
Hazelcrest. 1 also serve as the secretary of the
South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association, and
IT'm on the executive board for the Metropolitan
Mavors Office.

I'm here today, not only for myself, but
for the residents of Hazelcrest. One of things we
have a big problem with out here in the south
suburban region is trying to keep jobs or to make
jebs out here. We talked about the lack of jobs out
here. Now, I know the airport is not going to be an

2 7-30

all in all solution, but(gjdo support the airport.
Eiie people that I represent suppert the airport
because the airport is going to be a prime economic ?
engine for the global south suburban region out heré} /M

As the chief of (Inaudible) in Hazelcrest,
I have the unique distinction of listening to a let
of complaints from our residents and from the
surrounding areags and also the varicus organizations

that I deal with. The biggest thing that they talk

about are the taxes out here.
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Our tax rate out here is sky high. I have
residents out here that are on fixed incomes, and
they are not able to keep their homes because the
houses are pald for but they have to worry about the
taxes. But yet, when I deal with cother mayors and
other organizations out here and I talk te the mayors
in the northern suburbs, their tax rate is very low.
Their businesses are booming out there.

Now, I know people are going to lose their
homes and their farmland, but I imagine that probably
happened once before when O'Hare Airport came into
existence. I remember when there was no O'Hare
Airport out there. That was the same situation
there, but now pecople out there are happy because the
area is booming out there. They have jobs.

One of the other things that I listen to
with my residents is they have to get in a car and
drive 40, 50 miles to go tc work because there are no
jobs in the south suburban region. A statement that
was made to me recently, which is very, very true,
out there in the northern suburbs, there are six jobs
for every one person out there in the northern
suburbs. But out here in the scuthern suburbs, there

are 60 people for every one jch. We can't let that
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continue. We have to have jobhs. We have to be able
to provide an opportunity for our residents to live
comfortably not having to worry about having to pay
the high amount of taxes that are out here today.

I implore you on behalf of the Village of
Hazelcrest to listen to our concerns. C;; need the ﬁ
alrport as a vehicle to start booming economic /—
developmen?i) Is that going to be an all in all
answer to the situation? Of course not, but it's
going to be a start.

Already in listening to the people in the
community out here, there are developers wanting to
buy up land out here, not just in the Peotone area,
but in the south suburban region. Are they
speculating? They probably are, but that's showing
that there are interests out here. But we have to
have something for them.to have an interest for.

[é; I do implore you please bring the .
— . ; "ED
airport cut here to the South Suburban regio%;b

Thank you.

MR. REWERTS: Thank you.

The next speaker will be Barbara Leick.

Following Barbara will be Sandra Foster.
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Cory Singer
475 Nevada Street
Frankfort, Illiinois

Good evening. My name is Cory Singer. I
represent District 1 of the Will County Board, which
includes Frankfort, Mokena, Crete, Beecher, Pectone,
Monee and all the unincorporated areas, including the
site of the proposed airport.

I'm not here tonight supporting the
airport. I'm not here tonight opposing the airport.
I don't believe the Will County Board has the ability
to decide whether it's going to be built or whether
we have the ability to stop it. T think it's pretty
evident because we're sitting here tonight having a
hearing. And after all the vears and after the all
work that's been done by some trying to stop the
airport, if you could stop it, we wouldn't be sitting
here at Governors State. University.

T submitted a lot of testimony, and I have
a copy of it here, regarding a number of things, the
nuts and bolts, you might call them, regarding the
processes to manage the logistics 1f this airport is
built.

Summarizing them,[i; the airport is to be

built, I firmly believe that involvement by all the
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eastern Will County Council of Mayors should be

involved at all levels. The mayors of all those
communities should be involved in everything from

land planning to zoning and all of the issues

regarding the development of the airport. And 22/—:3
regularly scheduled meetings should be held at a very
regular basis to update all of these mayors and,

also, for that matter, the County of Will regarding

all processes and developments as they are coming

alonéZ)

areas surrounding the airport must play an active

Secondly(i;;nicipalities in Will County and

role in all land use and zoning decisions. There (/“"Z
must be regular updates by both the FAA and IDOT
regarding all land use decisions{ And we must have
the ability to play a role in deciding the future of
our own backyard, how the land is to be developed and
how the land is to be zonedZig;cause at the end of
the day, the local taxing bodies, whether it be fire
protection districts, police protection -- I'm /ﬁ
sorry -- municipalities, police departments, drainage é;
districts, schocl districts, municipalities, County

of Will, we are all going to have to shoulder the

burden as local taxpavers paying for all the
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developments surrounding this airport:g There needs
to be a far great are attention put on the impact the
local taxpayers are going to have to incur if this
airport is to be built.

I didn't want to come here tonight and talk
about nuts and bolts, and my written testimony is far
more detailed. That can go over these things. I
wanted to come here and talk about people. Whether
it be the resgidents of Heather Brock Estates or that
woman who just mentioned her experience, she used the
word hostage. And while somebody may have laughed at
her about that, I'm not laughing because when you
talk to these people and you understand what is going
on in their lives, it becomes clearly evident that
they are hostages. They're being held as a prisoner
of their own property. Their property rights are
gone. They can't sell.. They can't improve. They
can't do anything.

To my memory, the first meeting that had
anything to do with the airport occurred in 1969. If
we do our math, for well over 30 years that families
in this area have had to deal with the is it or is it
not coming scenario.

Well, T understand we've moved a lot
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further now because we're here today. But a decision
needs to be made very, very soon of what we are going
to do. Is it coming or isn't it? And if it is
coming,[ﬁ%e priority has to be on preserving the
properties rights of the people in the area
surrounding the airporéi} That has to be a priority.

I1f this airport is such a good thing, then
only good will come out of it. And if it really is
this geod thing, then people can't be harmed in the
process and people's lives can't be destroyed and be
littered along the way.

(So I would demand that IDOT continue their

former commitment to purchase land from people who Z

are on lists and demand that IDOT follow through on
that, their commitment to do sézs We can't build this
underneath the cloak that it's a great thing for the
community and a great thing for all if people's lives
are destroyed along the way.

Quite honestly, I don't care about
Hazelcrest. I don't care about Bensenville. I don't
care about Elk Grove. I don't care about any of the
Cook County communities who are struggling with their
jobs. Well, certainly I want them to do well. Of

course I do. If our neighbors aren't succeeding,

5-3

9-34
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then we can't succeed either. I get that. But at
the end of the day, it's our people and it's our
county this is mostly impacting, and we're going to
have to shoulder the burden when it comes to the
development of an airport.

So just to recap, if it's a good thing,
then IDOT will come through, and they will come
through on their promise to take care of the
homeowners and the property owners in the area so
they are no longer held hostage.

Thank you for your time.

MR, REWERTS: Thank you.

The next speaker ig Dr. Charles Dieringer.
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Robert Ogalla
28560 South Will Center
Monee, Illinois

I'm Robert Ogalla. I'm a commissioner of
the Union Drainage District 1, Townships of Monee and
Will. 1I'm not speaking on their behalf. I'm
speaking on my own behalf here.

I'd differ from some of the previous
aspeakers here. I do care about the communities
arcund me. I do care about the areas other than Will
County District 1. And I would hope that they
prosper, but not at the expense of eradicating our
area of agricultural activity.

And the gentleman that spoke before me,[;
will say that agricultural areas deo not coexist in ﬁ;"/Y
any proximity or close proximity to airports in spite
of what he may claim from his Internet studie%zb
That's a fact.

MR. DIERINGER: 1I'll address that issue when we
return.

MR. REWERTS: ExXcuse me. ExXcuse me.

MR. OGALLA: I wish you wouldn't interrupt.

MR. REWERTS: Only the speaker is -- Let
everybody else have an opportunity to talk.

MR. OGALLA: Experiences I have with this issue,
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we'*ve heard these pie in the sky proclamations for
years. So far it’'s been 20 years of promotion. None
of this has come about.

I'm here mostly to ask the FAA, after the
Tier 1 process, we were promised that land
acguisition would have no negative impact. [E‘m here
to say that it has. It's affected our schools, our
fire districts. Any taxing body or drainage
districts, anything of the sort that depends on
either fees or taxes on these properties, it has :;
affected us. IDOT has refused to pay these fees. é;
They refused to pay the taxes. At the same time
they've derived income from these properties. They
continue to operate them and derive economic activity
from them while not paying any of the fees or taxeézg

What I'm here to ask is that é;; FAA takes
| . . . 2937
a truly unbiased view of this, not merely taking as
fact restated claims from years pagg} The Tier 2
portion of thig, from what I gather, is about need
and about envirconmental issues. It really needs to
go a little farther than the need. é; have a need,
you need customers. Customers will drive the need. 221
You need air carriers. Neither of them exist after )

all this promotion. Neither do exisgzs We've already



ib

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

137

tried the build it and they will come with the
Mascoutah Airport in St. Louils, which the same
consulting firms were involved as are involved in the
lead-up to the point where we are here.

(?—really ask that you truly consider that
this is an agricultural area. The area economically
has three farms that have been recognized for
conservation efforts over the past 10 to 15 years. /jf 8
That's for the entire County of Will and South Cook.
It contains thousands of acres of prime farmland.

I really ask that you consider all these
facts, consider the fact that we have existing
facilities that are underutilized, not even used, in
cloge proximity. We can't keep destroying farmland;]

I thank you.

MR. REWERTS: Eileen Olson.
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December 16, 2003

Mr. Dennis Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL. 60018

RE: Comments for FAA EIS Tier II Scoping Process on the South
Suburban Airport

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

On behalf of the Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District, I would like to offer the
following comments as part of the record for the FAA EIS Tier II scoping process
for your consideration. Please note that the Sanitary District takes no position on
the need for the south suburban airport or on the appropriateness of the proposed
location. My comments simply raise issues to be evaluated in the environmental
impact study.

The Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District is a local municipal government created
under Illinois statutes. The Sanitary District serves a total of six communities in
the south suburbs, with a population of 100,000. For 75 years, Thorn Creek has
been providing economical wastewater treatment services to communities in the
south suburbs. The District is a separate unit of local government that overlays the
six cities and villages we serve.

During its 75-year history, and most significantly in the past three decades, the
Sanitary District has expanded its service area to include additional communities.
As effluent discharge limits become more stringent for wastewater treatment
plants, the need for and benefits of regionalizing wastewater treatment have
become apparent to local communities.

The District currently serves the communities of Homewood, Chicago Heights,
Park Forest, South Chicago Heights, Steger and Crete. All wastewater treatment is
performed at the District’s main plant located in Chicago Heights. Fully treated
effluent is discharged into Thorn Creek.



Mr. Dennis Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
December 16, 2003

Page -2-

In mid 2002, the District began working with the communities of University Park
and Monee to determine the benefits of adding those communities to the District’s
service area. Discussions have included Consumers Illinois Water Company, due
to the fact that the District would purchase their sewer system and wastewater
treatment facilities as part of the regionalization plan.

The current Thorn Creek facility planning area now served by the District, and the
Deer Creek facility planning area now served by Consumers’ treatment plant in
University Park, would be combined into one large facility planning area all
served by the District. The District would build a line to transport wastewater
from University Park to the District’s regional sewer system in Crete, where it
would be transported to the Chicago Heights plant for treatment. The current plant
in University Park would be retained for peak capacity during wet weather. This
plan will result in more economical service to the residents, businesses and
industries in University Park and Monee, according to a feasibility study
completed by the District.

The District is in negotiations with Consumers Illinois Water Company to
purchase their wastewater infrastructure. CIWC has made an offer to sell and the
District has made a counter-offer. In addition to completing that purchase, the
addition of University Park and Monee to the District’s service area would also
have to be approved by regional planning agencies and the Illinois EPA.

Recently, the communities of Beecher and Peotone, through the Eastern Will
County Council of Mayors, has requested that the District join with them in
studying the options of regionalizing wastewater treatment in eastern Will
County. After the addition of University Park and Monee to the District, the
District would be servicing all of the communities in eastern Will County except
for Beecher and Peotone. The District is seeking funding to conduct a preliminary
engineering study on regionalizing wastewater treatment in eastern Will County.
The study area with the current and proposed District boundaries will surround
the proposed airport site. Thorn Creek is planning to include wastewater treatment
needs of the proposed airport in its evaluation of regionalizing wastewater
treatment in eastern Will County.

Fhe District requests that the Master Plan and environmental assessment for the
proposed airport include an option for wastewater treatment services provided by
the District, via its existing plant or a regional plant serving eastern Will County.
The feasibility of a regional plant and its location would be determined by the
engineering study referred to above.

9-25
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Federal Aviation Administration
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Thank you for this opportunity to participate in the scoping process of the
Environmental Impact Study for the proposed south suburban airport.

Sincerely,

J 9 Dy

James L. Daugherty
District Manager

JLD:pm
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Board of Directors:

Hon. Al McCowan, Chairman

Hon. John Ostenburg, Vice Chairman
Hon. John Geils, Secretary

Hon, Craig Johnson, Treasurer

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 E Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

December 8, 2003

RE: FAA Environmental Impact Statement
process for the South Suburban
Airport: Scoping Comments on Tier 1T

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

Rick Bryant, Executive Director
Elbert Shaw, Recording Secretary

On behalf of the South Suburban Airport Commission, I would like to supplement
the written and oral comments (attached) delivered at your December 3, 2003 public
hearing. The themes of our previously submitted comments are still of paramount .
concern to SSAC: the vision of the State of Iliinois and the FAA to move forward on this
project, the need to move this EIS process forward with alacrity (SSAC would like to
open the SSA in 2008), the focus on the limited inaugural build {5 gates, one runway) yet
analyzing the subsequent states of growth and/or NEPA; etc. The purpose of this
additional submission s to address some of the concerns raised by the citizens at your

December 3 public hearing.

SSAC representatives attended the public evening session. The depth and
sincerity of the comments presented that evening were impressive. An airport is truly an
attractive nuisance, while it brings jobs, economic opportunities and stimulation of the
community, its impact on the local ecosystems and citizens must be carefully examined.

SSAC represents almost all of those neighbors. The members of this commission
presently represent a significant number of the neighbors to SSA. Our goal is to soon
include all of the villages and counties that surround this proposed airport. Such a truly
democratic body will best be able to balance environmental mitigation with the value of

an airport to those communities.

. On that night we heard, again, several valuable insights about the need to protect
the region’s unique set of rivers and streams. Fair commentary about the flora and fauna
of this area were articulated. Farms have been and will continue to be a critical element

2 TownCenter Dnive — University Park, Illinois 60466
Telephone: (708) 534-4237  Fax: (708) 534-2956
E-mail: rick.bryant@ssacommission.com

-
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to these communities. Residents made strong statements about the need to position the
runway systems to minimize noise impacts. Several speakers presented thoughtful
analyses about the impact of SSA and SSA’s construction will have on roads, water
systems and infrastructure.

Life with an airport will be dramatically different than the current stafus quo.
This transition is not inherently bad, but it poses risks. @areﬁll planning and assiduous 79- 2y
attention to detail will insure that this change will not damage the environment nor be
traumatic to the communitiefs}

SSAC is aware of these challenges. Our governmental body with 31 of the local
communities, and those yet to come, will be sensitive to these needs. SSAC intends to
work with the State and the FAA through the Tier II process. We will provide
constructive commentary as to how best to mitigate the environmental impacts identified.
We believe that our public/private partnership will be the most responsive and
economically viable vehicle for attaining NEPA’s and the local communities quails.

We look forward to continuing to participate in this EIS process as a public
agency. We believe our input in assessing local impacts and helping define mitigation
would make invaluable contributions to your process. We await the opportunity to
further assist the State of Illinois and the FAA in this exciting and challenging project.

Sincerely,

ick Bryant
Executive Director
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Hon. John Geils. Secretary
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Testimony For FAA Scoping Hearing — South Suburban Airport

By Rick Bryant, Director, South Suburban Airport Commission

December 3™, 2003 - Governors State University, University Park, linois

Good moming. My name is Rick Bryant and I am the Executive Director of the
South Suburban Airport Commission. This organization, we believe, is the only duly
constituted governmental body established for the exclusive purpose of building the

South Suburban Airport (SSA).

Before I explain more about SSAC (the “Commission”), let me thank two
organizations. First, the Commission conveys its appreciation to the FAA for keeping the
SSA alive. Your energy and diligence have kept this process moving and we thank you
for your past and future gimidance and leadership. Equally, the State of Illinois and three
consecutive governors have assumed the mantle of sponsorship and committed the
Stéte’s substantial resources — human and financial — to this, each knowing that, without
an airport, Chicago, the region and the State would suffer. The State is well on its way to

purchasing the 4,200 acres needed for the inaugural development.

2 TownCenter Drive — University Park, Illinois 60466
Telephone: (708) 534-4237  Fax: (708) 534-2956
E-mail: rick.bryant@ssacommission.com
-



As I stated, the SSAC 1s duly constituted under Illinois law. The Commission
derives its authority to develop, own and operate the Airport from multiple sources,

including, but not by way of limitation:

w  5ILCS 220/1 et seq. - Intergovernmental Cooperation Act

= 620 ILCS 20/0.01 et seq. - Joint Airports Act

s 65 ILCS 5/11-101-1 et seq. - Nllinois Municipal Code - “Airports - General
Authority”

= 65 ILCS 5/11-103-1 et seq. - Illinois Municipal Code - “Airports for
Municipalities less than 500,000”

= 620 ILCS 25/1 et seq. - Airport Zoning Act.

The Commission became a governmental body September 29" when the initial
communities signed an Intergovernmental Agreement. This IGA gives the Commission
extensive home rule powers and today 31 municipalities have placed commissionérs on
the Commission. They are Bensenville, Calumet City, Calumet Park, Chicago Heights,
Country Club Hills, East Hazel Crest, Elk Grove Village, Flossmoor, Ford Heights,
Glenwood, Harvey, Hazel Crest, Homewood, Lansing, Lynwood, Markham; Matteson,
Midlothian, Oak Forest, Olympia Fields, Park Forest, Phoenix, Richton Park, Riverdale,
Robbins, Sauk Village, South Chicago Heights, South Holland, Steger, Thornton and
University Park. It is chaired by a Will County mayor and remains open to alt South
Cook and Will County municipalities.

The commissioners_, who are the elected mayors from these communities, are all
enthused about the prospect of the Airport; they uniformly belief that an airport is needed
for 1;.he region; and they are commuitted to making it happen because of the economic

engine it will provide for their communities.



The State has long professed that it has no intention of owning or operating the
Airport. They are committed to building it, and our commissioners are committed to
helping the State build it. (As to Secretary Martin’s comments earlier today, this plan

does not compete with O’Hare or Midway for funding, passengers or airline subsidies.)

Under state law, the Commission has the authority to own and operate an airport.
It 1s the most logical entity to be designated as the sponsor, and it is moving aggressively,
with the State’s blessing, on an innovative public/private partnership to make this concept
a reality. On November 10%, we issued an REQ/RFP to select a developer/operator, We
have received numerous inquiries from qualified firms and we expect to have a
developer/operator under contract by the spring of 2004. Tomorrow, the Commission
will hold a meeting with more than a dozen potential national and intemmational bidders

on the development contract.

We know this public/private partnership will work; that it can i)roduce the best
airport solution in the shortest time; and that it will be economically viable. Why?
Because we commissioned two of the world’s leading experts on airport public/private
partnerships to do a yearlong study and they concluded that such a partoership is viable,
economical, flexible and, perhaps, essential. Additionally, the State did an extensive
study and reached the same conclusion. We have shared these results with the FAA
Regional Administrator and her Great Lakes team, the FAA Administrator and her

airports team, the Secretary of Transportation and several Members of Congress. The



feedback has all been positive. (Indeed, Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr. has received calls

from elected officials around the country interested in learning about this proposal.)

Let me now focus on SSAC’s interest in the FAA scoping process. We believe
that this airport should be built to meet a conservative level of traffic for the year 2008,
for the traffic originating in or destined for the South Suburbs. It should not rely on any
forecast that reduces or “steals” traffic from Midway and O’Hare. We believe that five

gates and one runway will be an adequate initial build.

The Commission also believes that this modest airport can attract 370,000
enplaned passengers per year after opening in 2008, We also believe that the five
“common use” gates will attract one or more of the low cost carriers, one or moré of the
regional jet carriers, and even one or more of the low fare operations that the legacy
carriers are introducing. As we see it, this airport’s cost per enplaned passenger will be
very attractive to these carriers, which are the fastest-growing segment of thé industry but
which lack access opportunities to Chicago’s existing airports. Additionally, this
airport’s catchment area of 2.5 million passengers is an ideal target for this segment of

the airline business.

But while the airport will start small, it must be designed to be a long-term
aviation asset for the region. The long-term environmental impacts should be based on

the uitimate build-out, not just the inaugural footprint. We need to place before the



public the potential size of the airfield, the number of operations and associated

consequences for the years 2008, 2025 and beyond.

Because we should build for today, but design for tomorrow, the purpose and

need, as well as the scope, should reflect these multiple temporal periods:

. Delivery of regional airport capacity for South Suburbs in 2008 (near term); -

J Ability to assume a greater percentage of the Chicago region’s traffic
demand if and when O’Hare and/or Midway reach their congestion levels
(mud term); and,

. Land-banking an adequate footprint to provide for a major airport when the

demand/congestion/capacity analysis for the region necessitates such
additional runways (long term).

These three distinct phases should be reflected in the FAA’s statement of purpose and

need. The SSA should and can meet all three of these needs through proper planning.

In closing, let me say that transportation has been Chicago’s economic lifeblood
since its inception. The City was born where the niver met the lake; boomed as a railroad
hub; matured as America’s crossroads; and ascended as the nation’s aviation hub. An
efficient, effective system of aviation connections in this region is crucial to our future,

and our nation’s future. SSA will be a critical component to our system of airports.

Finally, the FAA recognized in 1985 that Chicago needed a third airport. We have
introduced an innovative, for us, but proven model to achieve these goals and demands.
We are extremely pleased that the FAA and the State are moving forward with the EIS.

Qur plans are designed to maintain and complement your timetable. Thus, we look



forward to working with you to enhance our national aviation system with the quickest,
cheapest, cleanest and safest solution possible. After all, that was your charge, and that is

our commitment. Thank you.
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December 18, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts O ——
Federal Aviation Administration .
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue
Chicago, IL 60018

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

LT—he building of the south suburban airport is, has been and will continue to be strongly endorsed by the Village of
FiossmooPgThe Flossmoor Village Board urges that officials at all levels consider the extraordinary benefits that the
airport will provide to the southern suburbs, to the Chicago region and to the State of lllincis.

@( major studies have concluded that the south suburban airport is needed to meet operational demand as we
approach the next century, not as a replacement for Midway and O'Hare, but to suppiement and enhance the
region's position as the nation’s aviation hub. Already, lack of capacity is affecting service to downstate communities
and has caused fare increases that impact lllinois citizens and businesses. As capacity limitations continue, other
metrciareas in other states will absorb the demand the Chicago's dominance as a major transportation center will
suffer.

@-bviously, economic needs must be considered in conjunction with other important public concems such as
environmental impacts. Environmental concemns shouid be included in each step of the development of the south
suburban airport, but there has been no evidence in the environmental studies to date that should siow or halt the
decision to move ahead with this project.}

The Village of Flossmoor joins today with the progressive leadership of our region. We need to build this new airport
in the south suburbs and we need to build it now.

T hgo oA

Roger G. Molski
Mayor ‘
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Upper Blackwalnut Creek i
Townships of Monee & Wil T
2400 /. Elmscourt |_ane by &
| Crete, || 60417

(708) 6725614

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

The following comments are in regard to the Tier Il, F.A.A, scoping for
the inaugural one runway airport only.

Union Drainage District #1 of Monee, Will and Crete townships is a
municipal corporation formed pursuant to the drainage code of Illinois.
This district was formed around 1906.

The district is located northeast of Peotone, Illinois and controls the
Upper Black Walnut Creek. It consists of approximately 5400 acres which
are located in the townships of Monee, Will and Crete. The creek is
located in the proposed inaugural runway for the “so-calted” third
airport.

We the commissioners of Union Drainage District #1 therefore submit the
following questions:

1. What effect will this project have on our creek? Will it have to
be “moved” or “re-routed”? Will it be enclosed in a culvert to
accommodate runways? What agency will oversee permits, 7 71
environmental affects, engineering, water flow, etc.? Will we or our
engineers be consuited? Who will pay the bill; IDOT or F.A.A.?J




[What effects will this project have on land to the north of the
inaugural site? Will they receive the same drainage? Will there be
“local” drainage commissioners_?}

9 -2%

@hat financial burden will this have on our district? Will the £-2S
F.A.A. pay the court ordered assessmentsﬂ

4.@ow will the top rated prime soils, located along the creek be
affected? Will these prime high producing areas be farmed or will they /5 /6
be converted to storm water retention, wetlands or conservation areasg

@hat will happen to the farmers and their families that have
their farm acreage consumed by this airport? Will they be relocatedtoa S -4
different area or will they just be left to “fetch” for themselvesg

@ What agency will build and operate this project? F.A.A.? IDOT? 29-39
City of Chicago? Will it be a local, state or federal agency? Can we
commissioners operate this project?

We the commissioners of the Upper Black Walnut Drainage District thank
you for this opportunity to submit these questions for your consideration.

Respectfully Yours

oA

David E. Deutsche
Drainage Commissioner

/
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Dear Mr. Rewerts:

The following comments are in regard to the Tier ll, F.A.A. scoping for
the inaugural one runway airport only.

Union Drainage District #1 of Monee, Will and Crete townships is a
municipal corporation formed pursuant to the drainage code of illinois.
This district was formed around 1906.

The district is located northeast of Peotone, illinois and controls the
Upper Black Walnut Creek. It consists of approximately 5400 acres which
are located in the townships of Monee, Will and Crete. The creek is
located in the proposed inaugural runway for the “so-called” third
airport.

We the commissioners of Union Drainage District #1 therefore submit the
following questions:

1. What effect will this project have on our creek? Will it have to
be “moved” or “re-routed”? Will it be enclosed in a culvert to
accommodate runways? What agency will oversee permits,
environmental affects, engineering, water flow, etc.? Will we or our
engineers be consulted? Who will pay the bitl; IDOT or F.A.AL?
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2. What effects will this project have on land to the north of the
inaugural site? Will they receive the same drainage? Will there be
“local” drainage commissioners?

3. What financial burden will this have on our district? Will the
F.A.A. pay the court ordered assessments?

4. How will the top rated prime soils, located along the creek be
affected? Will these prime high producing areas be farmed or will they
be converted to storm water retention, wettands or conservation areas?

5. What will happen to the farmers and their families that have
their farm acreage consumed by this airport? Will they be relocated to a
different area or will they just be left to “fetch” for themselves?

6. What agency will build and operate this project? F.A.A.? 1DOT?
City of Chicago? Will it be a local, state or federal agency? Can we
commissioners operate this project?

We the commissioners of the Upper Black Walnut Drainage District thank
you for this opportunity to submit these questions for your consideration.

Respectfully Yours,

1.0 ehsil

Dawd E. Deutsche
Drainage Commissioner
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> Village of Crete - Submission Tier 2 EIS S 0006S Page 1 of 2

& Forsand b Faply Edit [rmlete & it @'i‘cs{if-:ll'na
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"Mamoser, Alan" To:7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT/AGL/FAA@FAA ,
<alanm24@NIPC.ORG> ce: m E
bee:
12/19/2003 04:21 PM Subject: Village of Crete - Submission Tier 2 EIS
T —
Mr. Rewerts,
Please accept this submission from Hon, Michael Einhorn, president, Village of Crete. = .

For the Tier 2 EIS. South Suburban Airport proposal.
1 folder {.zip), containing alternative airport buildout proposal, 4 Runways.
Color image, G1S5 shape, and written description.

Attachment - .zip

Thank you,

Alan P Mamoser, AICP

Northeastern Illinois Planning Commission
222 South Riverside Plaza, Suite 1800
Chicago, IL 60606

tel 312.454.0400 ext 404
fax 312.454.0411

> Village of Crete - Submission Tier 2 EIS

Type: application/x-zip-compressed
Name: Village of Crete_4 runway alt.zip

iVilla e of Crete 4 runway alt.zi

Page 2 of 2



SSA Ultimate Build-out Alternative : 4 runways EETR T ”—"\\mm
Submitted by Hon. Michael Einhorn Fi U ) 5 & g £ m%

President, Village of Crete UU oo g 2003 LUJ
December 19, 2003 it
Description of Proposal : By

@ased upon current housing locations, the first runway centerline should be located one-

quarter mile north of the centerline of Eagle Lake Road. It should extend west from

Kedzie Avenue for 10,000 feet. This makes least impact on current housing and allows

for the continued use of Eagle Lake Road as an access point from the east. The terminal

should be located north of the runway.
o | - . 2-25
The second runway will have its centerline 5,000 feet north of the initial runway. This <
will create a wide corridor for terminal facilities between the two runways. The second
runway will have an endpoint approximately one-quarter mile west of Western Avenue,
and from there extend 10,000 feet to the west. This “stagger” arrangement moves all
operations further to the east from the residential area Heather Brook Estates in Monee.

Runways three, four, and possibly five will be located outside and lateral to the first
runways. Each will be separated by one half-mile,



East Will County Council of Mayors
SSA - Ultimate Build-Out
4 Runway Alternative

Pauling Rd —

! Eagle Lake Rd |
4
] 295th St ——%E!
Lo [
g g $
. £
; E 5 :
: : g
E © N
ml | | a A
Legend
e 0 30006000 12,000 Feet -
w— 4 Rurway Allernaliva _ Buildout NIPC Planning Services
[T o Proposed sie_naugura i_ ] I ! I 121972003



$L O0C6H
302 N. Chicago Street (815) 740-4601
Joliet, Mlinots 60432 Fax (815) 740-4600
JOSEPH L. MIKAN
Wil County Executive e
December 3, 2003

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, IL 60018

Subject: SSA Tier 2 EIS/Inaugural Airport Program Scoping Comments
Mr. Rewerts: _

Good morning and thank you for this opportunity to comment on the SSA Inaugural Airport
Program and Tier 2 EIS. I am Joe Mikan, the County Executive of Will County.

The County of Will has been interested in the development of an airport here within

Will County for many years. When the Tier 1 received it’s Record of Decision over a year ago,
Will County embraced the need for this airport and began to transition in to a leadership role for
the planning and development of the airport in our unincorporated areas of Will and Monee
Townships.

The Will County Airport Coalition was formed as a Will County government initiative to
provide the forum where government, private, non-profit and public agencies and citizens could
convene to coordinate on matters associated with the development of the airport. These matters
include planning, marketing, financing, airport construction and general preparation of both on
and off-site facilities associated with the airport. The Will County Airport Coalition has been
deemed the Local Agency Advisory Group by IDOT for the Tier 2 Master Plan process and
represents the interests, issues and concerns of the communities and townships closest to the
airport site, as well as many other agencies interested in the benefits and concerned with the
impacts that the airport will bring.

/}Jue to the tremendous business and residential growth over the last decade, Will County has
become one of the fastest growing counties in the United States and forecasts indicate that this
trend will continue in the years to come. Also, as Will County grows, the entire Chicagoland
region as a whole continues to grow. Our demographic information alone indicates that we are
capable of sustaining, and are in fact, in need of another airport. Aviation demand in our region
continues to increase due to national and global markets and Will County hopes to see that
demand met by building the south suburban airport sooner rather than later. We believe that
delaying airport construction further would be a detriment to the region and to the county/./

b
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. (The inaugural site and the proposed ultimate site are Will County jurisdiction and it both
our desire and responsibility to see that the development is done in a manner that meets
the needs of the County and the region, and is done so in a manner that represents the
best interests of our citizens.

¢ QOur desire to be directly linked to the work that FAA and IDOT are performing so that
we can be part of the decision-making processes and insure that local plans are
coordinated and integrated in to airport plans.

e Qur desire to know the impacts on our natural resources, the needs and costs associated
with transportation infrastructure and utilities, the impact on our tax-base, to insure on-
site/off-site land-use compatibility, to be aware of noise impacts and mitigation measures,
to have input in the design and lay-out of the airport facilities, and to know the
justifications behind proposed airport size.

Staff from various County departments will be providing additional comments on land-use,
natural resources and transportation needs, impacts and costs.

Thank you very much for this time to comment. Will County looks forward to working with
you.

" /Joseph L. Mikan

Will County Executive
302 N. Chicago Street
Joliet, IL. 60432

(815) 774-7480
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WiLL Counry OFrICE BUILDING
302 N. Cuecaco STreET, JousT, uNols 60432 A
{815) 7404602 . Fax (815) 740-8395
MH rgie &V{:jdd‘-.s ) Residence:
inorily Leader 22-
Witl County Board Commmlum,r o December 3, 2003 (813)722-6924

District #8

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

- Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60018

‘Subject: SSA Tier 2 EIS/Inaugural Airport Program Scoping Comments

Mr. Rewerts/FAA Officials:

Good morning, I am Margie Woods, the Minority Leader on the Will County Beard,
thank you for allowing this opportunity to comment on behalf of the Will County Board
regardmg the SSA Inau guml Airport Program and Tier 2 Environmental Impact
Statement.

In 1987, the Will County Board passed its first resolution supporting our involvement in
the development of an airport in the south suburbs of Chicagoland. Will County’s desn‘e
for involvement in that development stemmed from our understanding that the

_ development of an airport in our area meant not only benefits, but also that it meant that
there woulld be impacts. Now that the airport site has been selected and identified within
the County of Will’s jurisdiction and the Tier 2 EIS begins, we have positioned ourselves
to take a leadershlp role in its development.

F{Vill County government has established the will County Airport Coalition to represent 3 |- ¥
the interests of our townships, communities, business and other agencies interested in and
affected by the development of the airport. | '

will County has also either formed or is participating currently in several other forums,
or focus groups, that are working on issues associated with legality, land-use planning,
marketing, development and finance, open space and natural resources, and
transportation services and infrastructure pertaining to the airport. Will County
recognizes the importance of working with many jurisdictions on this project and we
believe in a spirit of cooperation as a means of fostering consensus.

We have formed a team of experts who can guide the County and the Airport Coalition
through the airport development process.



Mr. Denis R. Rewerts | 2 December 3, 2003
Federal Aviation

I/VVIH County will work as a team with FAA and IDOT toward sponsorship to insure that
the alrport in Will County is developed in the most beneficial manner for our county, our
region and our state and that all of the necessary environmental issues have been
addressed.

We want this EIS to address the following:

Transportatlon infrastructure needs and costs, including construction routing
Estimated jobs created on-site and off-site and the fiscal impacts from these jobs
Information on any economic development planned on-site airport
Environmental issues such as: groundwater, streams, lakes, wetlands, ﬂoodplams,
drinking water, storm-water, waste-water, waste disposal, and other impacts on
natural resources in the area

s ' Agricultural loss and it’s fiscal nnpacts on all taxing bodies

Impacts on parks, preserves and conservation areas

How parks and preserves that currently exist on inaugural auport property can be

integrated in to the inaugural design
e Mitigation plans for all impacts

s Howto effect:lvely plan Jand-uses on property that may be needed for future
airport expansmn

The Will County Board feels that it is vital that the county be privy to all mformatlon
associated with this project and that we be part of the many decision-making processes
associated with the most appropnate development of an au'port facﬂlty w:thm o _'_j
Junsdlctlon .

- County staﬂ' will be submlttlng written comments in addmon to mine. Thank you for
your time.

* Margie
Minority Leader
* Will County Board
302 N. Chicago Street
Joliet, IL 60432
(815) 740-4602

%W“

MW/l



P2
SLUGCESR l/ t

Will ounty Department of Hightrays

SHELDON C. LATZ, PE PLS 16841 W. LARAWAY ROAD BRUCE D. GGULD, PE
CQUNTY ENGINEER JOLIET, ”__LINO'S 60433 ASSISTANT COUNTY ENGINEER
(B15) 727-8476
FAX (B15) 727-9806

December 18, 2003

Federal Aviation Administration
Attn: Mr. Denis R. Rewerts
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Des Plaines, [ilinois 60018

Dear Sir:

Subject: Scoping Comments
Inaugural Airport Program
South Suburban Airport
Will County

Enclosed Herewith, please find written comments developed by the Will County
Department of Highways concerning the development of the South Suburban Airport
located in Will County, Illinois.

Sincerely,

“Sheldon C, Latz, PE PLS

County Engineer



Tier 2 EIS Scoping Comments
By: Will County Department of Highways

Increased coordination with County and other local agencies conceming highway
network system adjacent to and within footprint of SSA is needed. The Will
County Airport Coalition & AMP Local Advisory Group, has designated 7
different Focus Groups that can provide local input on issues associated with the
planning and development of the SSA. One of the focus groups lead by Will
County is the Transportation Focus group. ! Information, impacts and mitigation
issues associated with the issues listed below should be coordinated with Will
County where the Will County highway network is concerned, just as issues
concerning Municipalities, Townships and the State roadway networks should be
coordinated with their respective agencies. Information, impacts and mitigation
issues associated with issues associated with the issues listed below for the entire
SSA impact area as a whole, should be coordinated through the Will County
Airport Coalition Transportation Focus Group. |

Impact of the transportation system adjacent to and within footprint of SSA needs
to be addressed:

Prior to construction (land acquisition phase)
During construction of inaugural phase

After construction of inaugural phase
During and after completion of ultimate SSA

PN

}_/Coordination is needed relative to the County’s development of the Will County

2030 transportation plan with respect to transportation system needs in the
vicinity of and adjacent to the SSA footprint. |

F.Fhe study needs to investigate what staging of roadway network closures,
maintenance, and upgrades are required during the various construction phases
including land acquisition phase j

Ehe existing roadway network needs to be studied for impact caused by closures
to the system. This should include what improvements would need to be made to
remaining operation system and sources to finance improvements_.)

. FI‘ he study must address what secondary and cumulative impacts caused by airport

development within and surrounding buffer zone will have on existing
transportation system including upgrade.s.<‘

23-49

7719

27-20

27-2/
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o [The EIS study should address all the environmental issues related to the inaugural
phase. The local agency responsible for the improvement of adjacent highways 2«7 - ?
should not be responsible for additional environmental studies for the roadway
improvementﬂ

o G{ow will mass transit issues be addressed during development stagﬂ 13- i
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WILL COUNTY LAND USE DEPARTMENT
Ronald J. Grotovsky, Director
58 E. Clinton Street, Suite 500 « Joliet, Illinois 60432

Telephone (815) 774-3321
1

December 17, 2003

Denis R. Rewerts

Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office
2300 East Devon Avenue

Dres Plaines, IL 60018

RE:  South Suburban Airport Tier 2 EIS Scoping Process

Dear Mr. Rewerts:

ﬁc concerns of the Will County Land Use Department’s Planning Division regarding the
development of the Tier 2 EIS will be largely related to the externalities of the airport on - ?
surrounding land uses and environmental considerations related to water use and aquifer

techargEJ

The County’s adopted land use policies surtounding the third airport site are included in the
Forms & Concepts Handbook of the Wi/ County Land Resource Management Plan adopted in
April of 2002 (see attached excerpt).

Though many of the Keystones of this section relate to land use issues on the periphery of
the airport, two keystones in particular affect the development of the Tiex 11 EIS:

o [&-airport layout and planning should be carefully coordinated with off-airport land _ 7
use planning and development to take full economic advantage of the airport, ensure Lf
efficient traffic flow, and to reduce potential adverse environmental and other

impacts_._/
< @ecial attention should be paid to potential environmental impacts of the airport, 73— f_
including noise, water quality, storm water runoff, and loss of open space and 9
agricultural lands.
Steve Kuczkowski Steven F. Wydeveld Sheldon Latz Tyson Warner Dean Olson James Heffron
Deputy Director Building Division Engineering Division 1 Planning Division Waste Services Division Zoning Division
Tel. (815) 774-3335 Tel. (815) 727-8634 Tel. (815) 740-8140 Tel. (815) 727-8430 Tel. (815) 727-8834 Tel. (815) 727-8850

Fax (815) 774-7908 Fax (815) 727-8638 Fax (815) 774-3386 Fax (815) 774-3386 Fax (815) 722-3410 Fax (815) 727-8638



Planning Coordination

[We cannot stress enough the importance of coordinating on-site airport planning with off-
site land use planning and development. The two do not and cannot exist independently —
the quality of planning around the airport will contribute to the success of the airport itself,
just as the careful planning of the airport affects the development possible around it.J

Master Planning

["TLand use and transportation planning done as part of the Atrport Master Plan (AMP) &
Airport Layout Plan (ALP) should be done in conjunction with the Focus Groups identified
by the Will County Airport Coalition. IDOT has identified the Will County Airport
Coalition as the Lo/ Advisory Group to the AMP process, yet only minor coordination and
information sharing appears to have occurred up to this point. It is critical to the validity of
effective planning that IDOT regularly utilize, share mformation with, and seek input from
the Focus Groups that are part of the Will County Airport Coalition-AMP I ocal Advisory
Group (see attached outline provided by the County’s Aviation Liaisonz._/

Water Resources

[During the update of the Iand Resource Management Plan, it became apparent that much more
study needs to be done in the area of future water supply throughout the County. This
concern was reflected in our November 2001 comments to the Tier 1 draft EIS, as well as
our January 23, 2003 correspondence on Tier 1 baseline data, wherein we stated the
following:

In Table 5.6-1, an average daily consumption of 27.08 mgd is indicated from a pumping
capacity of 53.03 mgd, leaving an available water supply of 25.95 mgd. Contrast this
with the estimates from the Tier 1 EIS of 1.95 mgd water consumption (p5.23-53/55)
and 47.6 mgd additional consumption from additional induced population (p5.23-59),
and the shortfall in estimated water supply is -23.6 mgd (25.95 - 49.55). Though Table
5.6-1 reflects pumping capacity (versus an actual study of surface and subsurface water
supply, aquifer recharge rates, etc.), this apparent shortfall must be explained or
otherwise addressed.

We trust that the Tier 2 EIS, as it addresses operational layout more specifically, will be more

comprehensive in identifying adequate future water sources, as any potential benefit from
the airport, economic or otherwise, will be affected by the availability of such a basic
commodity as Wate;T

Open Space

The airport affords an opportunity to integrate an effective network of open space as a key
component of main entrances, enhancing the visual appeal and quality of the airport and its
location as the gateway into our regional community. The Green Communities Project of
Monee/Pectone/ University Park has been funded from the Illinois Environmental
Protection Agency to help identify what such a network of open space opportunities might
look like outside the anticipated western access and in areas surrounding the airport.

H-4
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The Open Space Element of the Wl County Land Resource Management Plan identifies a
conceptual regional trail loop around the region of the third airport site (see Figure 2,
attached). Specifically, this identified conceptual trail loop (#22)

“travels along rural roads between the Forest Preserve District of Will County’s
Raccoon Grove and Visitor’s Center, Peotone, Beecher, and the Plum Creek
Greenway and Nature Center”

and, along with all the tegional trail loops proposed in the Plan,

“...should be considered for all appropriate uses such as walking, bicycling,
equesttian, and cross-country skiing while taking into consideration issues like
terrain, proximity to a latge population, habitat preservation, noise, etc.”

r\;Vc would support and encourage any effort to utilize the periphery of the airport to
compliment a system of regional trail loops, which

“...offer a network of linkages across Will County, connecting major open space
lands, visitors centers, and other valued County amenities with urban and village
cores throughout the County. This trail loop system is intended as a foundation on
which other trail connections can be made as land and funds become available.”

A project of this magnitude and scale provides the opportunity to significantly further the

creation of such a system in this portion of Will County|

Agricultural Lands

We recognize that agricultural uses can coexist with airport development, and that leasing

purchased farmland back to the farmer in areas where there are few if any operational

conflicts will help keep farmland in production, as well as maintain the rural landscape that

characterizes Will Counﬂ

Thank you for the oppottunity to comment, and we look forward to working with the FAA
and the [llinois Department of Transportation in ensuring that respective planning efforts

would be mutually enhanced by this project.

Sincelely,

%%,\

Tys Warner, AICP
Chief Planner/Planning Division Director

cc: Joseph Mikan, Will County Executive
Ronald Grotovsky, Will County Land Use Department Ditector
Jamy Lyne, Will County Aviation Liaison
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BACKGROUND

The South Suburban Airport is a major public aviation facility

proposed for an unincorporated site in southern Will County. It
will be flanked by the four
municipalities of: Crete, Monee,
Peotone, Beecher, and the
Hamlet Goodenow. At full
build out, it is projected to have
six runways and cover over 37
square miles. This additional
capacity will help relieve
congestion at the Chicago's
O'Hare and Midway Airports
and provide much more conve-
nient access for citizens located
in the southern Chicago sub-
urbs. The State of Illinois has
already begun the process

necessary for purchasing land

for the airport core. e '
P ¢ Pioposed South Suburban Afrport.

Experience at other major hub airports such as Chicago
(O'Hare, Dallas-Fort Worth, Pittsburgh, and Denver Interna-
tional demonstrates that such facilities are significant growth
generators. Employment typically exceeds 10,000 people on-site
and potentially thousands more in peripheral developments.
While planning and development of a major hub airport typi-
cally takes from at least 10 to 15 years and longer, land transac-
tions and development expectations are often established early
in the process. And these potential impacts are usually not
confined to a single jurisdiction, but spread out over a wide
airport influence area that can extend 5-10 miles from the
facility itself. Thus it is critical to begin planning for develop-
ment and growth around such tacilities very early on after
project initiation.

Development around hub airports typically proceeds in two
distinct phases. In the first 5-10 years atter the airport is
opened, a variety of airport-related uses are usually proposed.
They include budget hotels, parking lots, car rental businesses,

Will County LRMP- forms & Concepts Handbook | South Suburban Rirporl
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air cargo facilities, and moderate-priced housing for airport
employees. Some of these early uses are Jow-value and return
little to the community in the way of tax revenues. They can
actually stifle later higher-quality development by occupying
prime sites and featuring utilitarian design and building materi-
als. After 10 years, the market for higher-image uses such as
upper-end hotels, offices, research and development business
parks, and higher-end residential projects will grow if caretul
planning preserves development opportunities. These off-airport
development prospects can be enormous, generating thousands
ot jobs and millions of dollars in local tax revenues.

While the benefits to the traveling public and economic
development prospects associated with the South Suburban
Airport are significant, dealing with the potential on- and oft-
site land use and environmental impacts will be challenging.
Major airports generate large tratfic volumes from passengers,
employees, and airport-related businesses. Major improvements
will be needed in the local road network around the site.
Adverse noise and environmental impacts—e.g., loss of open
space, degraded water quality, storm water runott—can be
tremendous if not carefully controlled. And the affects on
agricultural land and farming—a dominant feature of southern
Will County’s landscape-—must also be assessed and addressed.

The test for the County and its municipalities will thus be to
garner the benefits that the new airport otfers while mitigating
potential adverse impacts.

KEYSTONES

The following are keystones for the South Suburban Aitport:

# Prime development locations around the new airport,
especially at interstate interchanges and major arterial
intersections, are vajuable limited community resources.
They should be protected in the community planning
process from low quality, low-value uses such as parking
lots, car rental facilities, and the like. Desired land
uses at these locations include research parks, oftice
complexes, and other employment intensive uses. In
addition, the County and municipalities should make
adequate sites available for airport-related uses such as
hotels, air carpo facilities, and similar developments in
appropriate locations.

South Suburban Airport | Will Counly LRMP- Forms & Concepts Handbook
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Mediocre development quality in the initial phases of
off-airport development will retard high-value uses.
Steps should be taken to ensure that new development
meets minimum standards for design and building
materials. Signage along airport gateways should be
limited and integrated into an overall site-planning
theme. Billboards (off-premise signs) should be prohib-
ited in the airport environs.

Traftic access and circulation should be carefully
planned and coordinated on a regional basis.

Residential development near airport noise contours
should be avoided to reduce impacts on tuture residents
and to preserve the operational capability of the airport.

Interjurisdictional land use planning and impact mitiga-
tion should be encouraged and pursued among the
airport development agency, the County, and munici-
palities.

On-airport layout and planning should be carefully
coordinated with oft-airport land use planning and
development to take full economic advantage of the
airport, ensure efficient traffic flow, and to reduce
potential adverse environmental and other impacts.

Special attention should be paid to potential environ-
mental impacts of the airport, including noise, water
quality, storm water runoff, and loss of open space and
agriculeural lands.

Appropriate Development
lise Concepts
Agricultural- pgs. 34-35
Multi-Family Complex- pgs. 46-47
Employment Campus- pgs. 48-50
- Mid-Scale Commercial- pg. 54
Neighborhood Commercial- pgs. 55-56

Projects of Regional Impact- pgs. 59-60

SSA Form appropriate Development Use
Concepts.

Will County LRMP- Forms & Concepls Handbook | South Suburban Rirport
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Will County SSA Coalition

AMP Local Advisory Group
(Headed by Will County)

e SSA Coalition Technical Focus Group
(Headed by Will County)

e Iegal Focus Group
(Headed by Will County)

¢ Eastern Will County Land-use Planning Focus Group
(Headed by the Eastern Will County Council of Mayors)

e SSA Marketing and Development Focus Group
(Headed by the Will County Center for Economic Development})

¢ Open Space and Natural Resources Focus Group
(Headed by the Green Communities Planning Group)

¢ SSA Emergency Services Focus Group
{Headed by Will County)

e Will County Airport Coalition Transportation Focus Groups
(Headed by Will County)
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Scoping Comiments Co 6 LOOOPO  ragelofl Nn
e Flews hermy @ Foraard @ Reply @Edn Qi'eieie ;3‘ e @-Zi'mzuaflrnn O Tadl: @‘ Frintilhodt Fediients

Blackwalmutfarms@aol.com To:7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT/AGL/FAA@FAA o r_ e iy
e GEDYER)
. , LU N
12/18/2003 11:02 PM EST boo: i U i
Subject:Scoping Comments &y i
|

]| vsv 2 9 2603 U

s

| will also be faxing and mailing you a copy of this letter as well;

Union Drainage District #1
Upper Blackwainut Creek
Townships of Mohee & Will
2400 W. Elmscourt Lane
Crete, IL 60417

(708) 672-5614
Blackwalnutfarms@aol.com

Dear Mr. Rewerts:
The following comments are in regard to the Tier i, F.A.A. scoping for the inaugural one runway airport only.

Union Drainage District #1 of Monee, Will and Crete townships is a municipal corporation formed pursuant to the
drainage code of lllinois. This district was formed around 1906.

The district is located northeast of Peotone, lllinois and controls the Upper Black Walnut Creek. It consists of
approximately 5400 acres which are located in the townships of Monee, Will and Crete. The creek is located in the
proposed inaugural runway for the "so-called” third airport.

We the commissioners of Union Drainage District #1 therefore submit the following questions:

(1. What effect will this project have on our creek? Will it have to be "moved” or "re-routed"? Will it be enclosed in
a culvert to accommodate runways? What agency will oversee permits, environmental affects, engineering, water
flow, etc.? Will we or our engineers be consulled? Who will pay the bill; IDOT or F.A.A._'U

2. ﬁVhat effects will this project have on land to the north of the inaugural site? Will they receive the same
drainage? Will there be "local" drainage commissioners?

3. What financial burden will this have on our district? Wil the F.AA. pay the court ordered assessments?

4. How will the top rated prime soils, located along the creek be affected? Will these prime high producing areas
be farmed or will they be converted to storm water retention, wetlands or conservation areas?

5. What will happen to the farmers and their families that have their farm acreage consumed by this airport? Will
they be relocated to a different area or will they just be left to "fetch” for themselves?

6. What agency will build and operate this project? F.AA? IDOT? City of Chicago? Will it be a local, state or
federal agency? Can we commissioners operate this project?

We the commissioners of the Upper Black Walnut Drainage District thank you for this opportunity to submit these
questions for your consideration.

Respectiully Submitted,
David E. Deutsche
Drainage Commissioner

https://aglmaill.faa.gov/mail(/7-agl-ssa-eis-project-7.nsf/38d46bf5e8{08834852564b500129b2¢/... 12/29/2003
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<K;nfgg::faigﬁ;'ﬂd comsPUAGL/FAA@FAA, Denis Rewerts/AGLFAA@FAA
’ cc: "Bob O'Brien" <bob@flyrfd.com>, "Maralyn Kloweit"
<MK loweit@flyrfd.com>
12/17/2003 03:34 PM Subject: NEWS RELEASE FROM RFD

The following attachments are from Bob O'Brien and the Greater Rockford Airport Authority Board of Commissicners.
Have a great day!

Kathy Bruggeman

Administrative Assistant

Greater Rockford Airport Authority

Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at Rockford
Phone: 815-268-4468

Fax: 815-868-4001

E-mail: kbruggeman@flyrfd.com

Website: www.flyrfd.com

Peotone.pdf  Policy Statement 12-17-03.pdf

https://aglmaill.faa.gov/mail0/7-agl-ssa-eis-project-7.nsf/ef6f1067c2eb2e0a86256dda00544854/...  12/29/2003
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GREATER ROCKFORD AIRPORT AUTHORITY

Immediate Release: Wednesday, December 17, 2003

From: Robert W. O’Brien, Jr. AAE

Executive Director

815-969-4444
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The Greater Rockford Airport Authority codified its position on Peotone as the 3rd

area airport for Chicagoland at its Board Meetin'g this past week. The attached

"Palicy Statement" set forth "the rationale as to why ‘Peotone’ doesn't make

transportation sense for Chicagoland, the region, the state or the national

aviation system,"” announced Bob O'Brien, Executive Director of the Northwest
Chicagoland Regionai Airport at Rockford. The Policy Statement will be

submitted to the FAA as a part of the "public listening session being conducted

by the FAA on Peotone."

Aftachment



***Policy statement of the Greater Rockford Airport Authority (GRAA) on
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the Chicago 3™ Area Airport: Peotorie

Aviation is the economic engine of the global market as we enter the 21% century. For the
regional air service market of communities in northern Illinois, southern Wisconsin and
eastern Iowa to compete effectively, an effective regional aviation system is mandated.
However, our region has struggled with building that system, without success, for over
forty years. To stabilize and ultimately regain our region’s competitive edge, it is
essential that we immediately seize the opportunities that are currently available.

Background:

O’Hare and Midway Airports. The Chicago Aviation System (O’Hare and
Midway Airports) plays a pivotal role in the combined northern Illinois, southern
Wisconsin, and eastern Iowa air service market area. O’Hare and Midway are
valued, but highly congested aviation resources. Future improvements beyond
those already underway at Midway will be self-limiting, given the landlocked
nature of that airport. Further, assuming immediate and aggressive action to
enhance O’Hare’s existing capacity (realignment of the runway system, terminal
and landside improvements), real relief to existing congestion will not be realized
for another 8 to 15 years, according to Chicago Aviation officials.

A “Green Field” alternative for the regional airport system. Common sense
dictates that investments in “existing” airports be utilized to their fullest potential
before a new “green field” airport is constructed. To do otherwise would be
fiscally wrresponsible. The $400,000,000 plus development cost of “Mid-America
Airport” in southern Illinois serves as a perfect example of building an
unnecessary airport for which there was no demonstrated market demand and
which was not desired by the airline industry. However, as a result of
parochialism, politics and premature concerns of capacity constraints in Saint
Louis, the airport was built and sits idle year after year. It makes no sense to
make the same mistake again, especially when surplus capacity exists with the
regional airport system.

Regional Airport System. Milwaukee’s Mitchell Field, the Dane County
Regional Airport at Madison, Wisconsin, the Dubuque Regional Airport, the
Quad Cities Airport at Moline, Illinois, the Gary Regional at Indiana and the
Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at Rockford, (IL) all play very
mmportant, complementary roles for the regional air service market area.
However, all except one (The Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at
Rockford) are at the extreme boundaries of the air service market area, making
their role, by default, more local and/or truly regional in nature. The single
exception is the existing international grade aviation facilities at RFD, the
Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at Rockford, which is geographically
centered in the region, yet undeniably underutilized.
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Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at Rockford (RFD), RFD’s

infrastructure is international in nature, as attested to by its status as the 23™
largest air cargo airport in the entire United States (O’Hare is ranked 8%,
Milwaukee 51 by comparison). It has a 10,000” primary runway with the state-
of-the-art Category III landing system (a system traditionally limited to O’Hare,
Detroit and Minneapolis sized airports). Its $20 million airline terminal is less
than 15 years old and is currently capable of providing four (4) out of the five (5)
jet bridges called for in the scaled back, multi-billion dollar Peotone project - in a
matter of months at RFD versus years at Peotone! RFD’s 3,000+ acre complex
makes it five times (5x) the existing landmass of Chicago Midway. Its airspace is
uncongested and independent of the highly congested Chicago air space. RFD
possesses everything that is needed to solve our region’s ongoing aviation
gridlock now. Equally as important, 8,300,000 people live within 90 minutes of
RFD, the “Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at Rockford!”

I—_I;l conclusion, all existing improvements planned for Chicago O'Hare and Chicago
Midway will not adequately address existing demand, let alone future demand. Moreover,
other existing airports are too far removed from the area of concentrated passenger
demand (the northwest and western suburbs of Chicagoland), unless linked via rail
(which, unfortunately, has not been planned for). In consideration of the above, it is
essential that our region’s citizens and leaders proactively and cooperatively proclaim,
promote and otherwise integrate RFD as a supplemental airport for Chicagoland and the
regional air service market arpe_:a_J

Eherefore, the Board of Commissioners of the Greater Rockford Airport Authority
encourages all regional leaders to:

Proclaim their support for immediately addressing long overdue solutions of the
aviation congestion in our region in a bi-partisan and financially responsible and
proactive manner.

[Take action to discontinue spending taxpayer funds on a green field site in
Peotone or any other location until it can be clearly demonstrated that every effort
has been made to utilize existing airports in satisfying regional aviation demands. /
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