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INTRODUCTION 
 
EIS Scoping Process 
 
In conformance with National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) and Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) requirements, the FAA accomplished scoping for the conduct of the Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed construction and operation of the inaugural airport facilities at 
the South Suburban Airport site, located in Will County, Illinois.   
 
The proposed actions to be examined in the EIS include the following: 
 

• Construction of a single east-west runway, with full parallel taxiway system. 
• Construction of an airline terminal, sized to meet projected demand. 
• New air cargo facilities. 
• New general aviation facilities. 

 
Refer to Section 2.1 of this document for additional information on the proposed actions.  
 
The following summarizes the scoping process and comments received on the proposed action that will 
be considered in the development of the EIS. 
 
Scoping Notification 
 
Notification of the scoping process for the South Suburban Airport (SSA) Tier 2 EIS was accomplished in 
compliance with NEPA and FAA requirements.  Methods were used to inform agencies and the public 
about the EIS scoping process for the study are listed below. 
 

Federal Register Notice of Intent (NOI) – The FAA published a notice in the Federal Register 
on Tuesday, October 28, 2003, which included the Letter of Intent to prepare an EIS at the South 
Suburban Airport.  The NOI summarized the proposed developments and FAA’s requirements 
under the NEPA for EIS preparation.  A copy of the notice is provided in Section 1.1 of this 
document. 

 
Advertisements – Advertisements announcing the FAA scoping process and providing 
notification of the scoping meetings were published in local newspapers serving the study area.  
Advertisements run in the local and metro sections of the newspapers listed below are shown in 
Section 1.2 of this document. 
 

Newspaper Ad Size Run Dates 
The Chicago Sun-Times 
(Circulation: 491,795) 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003 

The Chicago Tribune (Circulation: 
693,659) 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003 

The Herald News 
(Circulation: 150,154) 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003 

Fri. Nov. 28, 2003 
Daily Southtown 
(Circulation: 53,679) 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003 

Fri. Nov. 28, 2003 
Chicago Daily Defender 
(Minority – Metro Chicago) Quarter page, b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003 

The Star (Tinley Park) 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003 
Sun. Nov. 30, 2003 

Kankakee Daily Journal 24” (3 columns x 8”), b/w Sun. Nov. 2, 2003 
Fri. Nov. 28, 2003 

 
Press Releases/Media Relations – Press releases were sent on October 30 and December 1, 
2003 to print, radio, and television media in the Chicago South Suburban metropolitan area.  
Press releases and a list of media are shown in Section 1.2. 
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Scoping Meetings 
 
One Agency scoping meeting and one public scoping meeting were accomplished on December 3, 2003 
as part of the EIS scoping process for this study.  An Agency scoping meeting was held in the morning, 
which was followed by a public scoping meeting in the evening.  Court reporters were present to record 
all testimony given in the two meetings.  A PowerPoint presentation was shown, a handout was 
distributed and presentation boards were displayed at the meetings summarizing the proposed action as 
well as the scoping and EIS processes.  The handout is provided in Section 2.1, the display boards are 
provided in Section 2.2, and the presentation is provided in Section 2.3 of this document.  These 
meetings are described below: 
 

Agency Scoping Meeting – A scoping meeting specifically for Federal, state, and local 
governmental agencies was held at Governors State University on Wednesday, December 3, 
2003 between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 p.m.  A total of 88 people signed in at the 
meeting (including FAA personnel).  Comment forms were available for participants to submit a 
written comment either at the meeting or by mail to the FAA Project Manager by December 19, 
2003.  A court reporter was present to take a verbatim transcript of the meeting. 

 
Public Scoping Meeting – A scoping meeting specifically for the general public was also held at 
Governors State University on Wednesday, December 3, 2003 between the hours of 4:00 p.m. 
and 8:00 p.m.  A total of 136 people signed in at the meeting. 

 
Representatives of the FAA, IDOT, and the URS consultant team were also available to discuss 
the Scoping Process, and the proposed action, as well as to answer any questions from the 
public.  Comment forms were available for participants to submit a written comment either at the 
meeting or by mail to the FAA Project Manager by December 19, 2003.  In addition, one court 
reporter was present to take verbatim comments from any person wishing to speak at the 
meeting. 

 
Scoping Comments Received – The comment period for the scoping process began on Tuesday, 
October 28, 2003 with the publication of the Federal Register Notice.  The scoping comment period 
ended on Friday, December 19, 2003.  During the comment period, a total of 278 comments were 
received: 
 

Federal Agencies – 8 comments were received by the FAA from Federal government agencies 
at the Scoping Meeting or during the comment period.  These comments were submitted in 
writing to the FAA Project manager.  A list of commenters with a summary of their comments are 
provided in the Comment/Response Database Report (see Sections 3.1 and 3.2). 

 
State Agencies – 6 comments were received by the FAA from state government agencies at the 
Scoping Meeting or during the comment period.  These comments were submitted in writing to 
the FAA Project manager.  A list of commenters with a summary of their comments are provided 
in the Comment/Response Database Report (see Sections 3.1 and 3.3). 

 
Local Agencies – 44 comments were received by the FAA from local government agencies at 
the Scoping Meeting or during the comment period.  These comments were submitted in writing 
to the FAA Project manager.  A list of commenters with a summary of their comments are 
provided in the Comment/Response Database Report (see Sections 3.2 and 3.4). 

 
Public Comments – 146 total comments were received by the FAA from the general public 
during the comment period.  These comments were submitted in writing to the FAA Project 
Manager.  A list of commenters with a summary of their comments are provided in the 
Comment/Response Database Report (see Sections 3.1 and 3.5). 

 
Transcripts – 74 individual commenters were recorded by the court reporter during the Agency 
and Public Scoping Meeting on Wednesday, December 3, 2003 (1 Federal, 1 state, and 27 local 
agency comments and 45 public comments).  The comments were submitted to the FAA Project 
Manager.  The commenters’ summarized comments are provided in the Comment/Response 
Database Report (see Sections 3.1 and 3.6).  
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

Notice of Intent To Prepare a Tiered 
Environmental Impact Statement and 
Conduct Environmental Scoping for 
the Construction and Operation of 
Inaugural Airport Facilities by the State 
of Illinois for the South Suburban 
Airport

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a 
Tiered Environmental Impact Statement 
and to hold one (1) public scoping 
meeting and one (1) governmental and 
agency scoping meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) is issuing this 
notice to advise the public that a tiered 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) 
will be prepared to consider the 
construction and operation of Inaugural 
Airport Facilities for the south 
Suburban Airport (SSA). To ensure that 
all significant issues related to the 
proposed project are identified, one (1) 
public scoping meeting and one (1) 
governmental and public agency 
scoping meeting will be held. The scope 
of the proposed action is significantly 
different from earlier scoping completed 
in August 2000 that considered the 
location and acquisition of land by the 
state of Illinois for a potential future 
supplemental air carrier airport to serve 
the northeast Illinois and northwest 
Indiana metropolitan area. New public 
scoping will be held in order that all 
significant issues related to the 
proposed actions are identified.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Denis R. Rewerts, Federal Aviation 
Administration, Chicago Airports 
District Office, Room 320, 2300 East 
Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, Illinois 
60018. Mr. Rewerts can be contacted at 
(847) 294–7195 (voice), (847) 294–7046 
(facsimile) or by e-mail at 7-agl-ssa-eis-
project@faa.gov. Comments on the 
scope of the EIS should be submitted to 
the address above and must be received 
no later than Friday, December 19, 2003.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The FAA 
will prepare a Tier 2 EIS for 
development of inaugural airport 
facilities at the SSA site located in Will 
County, IL. An earlier Tier 1 EIS 
approved in the FAA Record of Decision 
on July 12, 2002, addressed FAA site 
approval for a potential future 
supplemental air carrier airport to serve 
the greater Chicago region. This second 
tier (Tier 2 EIS) will address the 
construction and operation of inaugural 
airport facilities for the SSA. All 

reasonable alternatives to the proposed 
action will be considered including the 
No-Action Alternative. 

Copies of a scoping document with 
additional detail can be obtained by 
contacting the FAA informational 
contact person identified above. The 
scoping documents can also be accessed 
on the Internet at http://
www.southsuburbanairport.com. 
Federal, state and local agencies and 
other interested parties are invited to 
make comments and suggestions to 
ensure that the full range of issues 
related to the proposed project are 
addressed and all significant issues 
identified. The FAA informational 
contact person identified above must 
receive these comments and suggestions 
no later than Friday, December 19, 2003. 

Public Scoping Meetings 

The FAA will hold one (1) public and 
one (1) governmental agency scoping 
meeting to solicit input from the public 
and various Federal, state, and local 
agencies which have jurisdiction by law 
or have specific expertise with respect 
to any environmental impacts 
associated with the proposed project. 
The agency and public scoping meetings 
will be held on December 3, 2003, in 
Engbretson Hall at Governors State 
University, University Park, Illinois. 
The first meeting will be held between 
10 a.m. and 12 p.m. for Federal, State, 
and local agencies. The second meeting 
will be held from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. for 
the public and other interested parties. 
An informational workshop on the SSA 
Tier 2 EIS will run concurrent with the 
public scoping meeting. The workshop 
will be held at the hall of governors, 
Governors State University, University 
parkway, University Park, Illinois.

Dated: Issued in Des Plaines, Illinois on 
October 22, 2003. 
Philip M. Smithmeyer, 
Manager, Chicago Airports District Office, 
FAA, Great Lakes Region.
[FR Doc. 03–27178 Filed 10–27–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration 

RTCA Special Committee 189/
EUROCAE Working Group 53: Air 
Traffic Services (ATS) Safety and 
Interoperability Requirements

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), DOT.
ACTION: Notice of RTCA Special 
Committee 189/EUROCAE Working 
Group 53 meeting. 

SUMMARY: The FAA is issuing this notice 
to advise the public of a meeting of 
RTCA Special Committee 189/
EUROCAE Working Group 53: Air 
Traffic Services (ATS) Safety and 
Interoperability Requirements.
DATES: The meeting will be held 
December 8–12, 2003 starting at 9:30 
am.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
EUROCAE, 17 rue Hamelin, 75116, 
Paris, France.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: (1) 
RTCA Secretariat, 1828 L Street, NW, 
Suite 805, Washington, DC 20036; 
telephone (202) 833–9339; fax (202) 
833–9434; Web site http://www.rtca.org; 
(2) EUROCAE contact, Christian 
Lefebvre; telephone 33/ 1 45 05 72 27; 
e-mail christian.lefebvre@eurocae.com.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to section 10(a)(2) of the Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (Pub. L. 92–
463, 5 U.S.C., Appendix 2), notice is 
hereby given for a Special Committee 
189/EUROCAE Working Group 53 
meeting. The agenda will include: 
• December 8: 

• Opening Plenary Session (Welcome 
and Introductory Remarks, Review/
Approval of Meeting Agenda, 
Review/Approval of Meeting 
Minutes) 

• Sub-group and related reports; 
Position papers planned for plenary 
agreement; SC–189/WG–53 co-chair 
progress report 

• December 9–11: 
• Sub-group Meetings 

• December 12: 
• Closing Plenary Session (Welcome 

and Introductory Remarks, Review/
Approval of Meeting Agenda) 

• Sub-group and related reports; 
Position papers planned for plenary 
agreement; SC–189/WG–53 co-chair 
progress report and wrap-up

Attendance is open to the interested 
public but limited to space availability. 
With the approval of the chairmen, 
members of the public may present oral 
statements at the meeting. Persons 
wishing to present statements or obtain 
information should contact the person 
listed in the FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
CONTACT section. Members of the public 
may present a written statement to the 
committee at any time.

Issued in Washington, DC, on October 15, 
2003
Robert Zoldos, 
FAA System Engineer, RTCA Advisory 
Committee.
[FR Doc. 03–27179 Filed 10–27–03; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4910–13–M

VerDate jul<14>2003 19:58 Oct 27, 2003 Jkt 203001 PO 00000 Frm 00158 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\28OCN1.SGM 28OCN1
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Media Distribution List for the South Suburban Airport,  
Inaugural Airport Program EIS Scoping Meeting 

 
 

1. Chicago Tribune 

2. Chicago Sun-Times 

3. Daily Herald 

4. Daily Southtown 

5. Associated Press-Chicago 

6. Reuters-Chicago 

7. Metro News 

8. City News 

9. WBBM-AM 

10. WGN-AM 

11. WBEZ-AM (NPR) 

12. WLS-TV (ABC) 

13. WMAQ-TV (NBC) 

14. WBBM-TV (CBS) 

15. WGN-TV 

16. WFLD-TV (FOX) 

17. CLTV  (cable news) 

18. Northwest Indiana Times 

19. Kankakee Daily Journal 

20. Joliet Herald News 



FAA News   
Federal Aviation Administration, Des Plaines, IL  60018 
Contact:  Tony Molinaro  Phone:  (847) 294-7427 
 
 
 

FAA ASKS FOR PUBLIC INPUT ON ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY  
OF PROPOSED AIRPORT SITE NEAR PEOTONE 

 
 

CHICAGO, Dec. 1, 2003 --  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will 

host a public meeting this Wednesday, Dec. 3, to collect comments on the scope of issues 

it will analyze in its environmental study of a proposed airport near Peotone.  

The FAA will use the oral and written public comments it receives as it develops 

a draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that focuses on construction and operation 

of the proposed South Suburban Airport. 

This week’s public comment meeting will take place from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. in 

Engbretson Hall at Governors State University in University Park.  In addition, an 

informational public workshop hosted by the FAA will run concurrent with the public 

comment meeting.  The workshop, which will include FAA representatives available to 

answer questions from the public, will take place in the Hall of Governors at Governors 

State University. 

During the public meeting, the FAA will look for specific comments on the scope 

and extent of the environmental issues it will need to analyze.  The FAA follows a 

general list of environmental issues it studies.  The list includes: noise, air quality, water 



quality, wetlands, floodplains, light emissions, biotic communities, threatened and 

endangered species, natural resources, and solid and hazardous waste.  It also includes 

issues such as land use, surface transportation, social and socioeconomic impacts, 

environmental justice, energy supply, construction impacts, archaeological and cultural 

resources, indirect impacts, and cumulative impacts. 

At a scoping meeting, public comments may offer the FAA more details about 

these issues, or may point out issues the FAA wouldn’t normally study.  Detailed and 

focused comments from the public at open scoping meetings such as this will yield a 

better analysis by the FAA and better decisions about the proposed South Suburban 

Airport project. 

In addition to providing comments at the scoping meeting, the FAA welcomes 

written comments from the public on the scope of its environmental analysis.  Please 

send comments to: 

Denis R. Rewerts 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Chicago Airports District Office 
2300 E. Devon Ave., room 320 
Des Plaines, IL  60018 
 

The FAA also accepts comments by e-mail to 7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV. 

Written comments about scoping must be received by the close of business on Friday, 

Dec. 19, 2003.  The FAA’s environmental analysis process will offer more opportunities 

for public comments as it moves forward. 

 



FAA News   
Federal Aviation Administration, Des Plaines, IL  60018 
Contact:  Tony Molinaro  Phone:  (847) 294-7427 
 
 
 

FAA ASKS FOR PUBLIC INPUT ON ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY  
OF PROPOSED AIRPORT SITE NEAR PEOTONE 

 
 

CHICAGO, Oct. 30, 2003 --  The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) will 

host a public meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 3, to collect comments on the scope of issues 

it will analyze in its environmental study of a proposed airport near Peotone.  

The FAA will use the oral and written public comments it receives as it develops 

a draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) that focuses on construction and operation 

of the proposed South Suburban Airport. 

The Dec. 3rd public comment meeting will take place from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. in 

Engbretson Hall at Governors State University in University Park.  In addition, an 

informational public workshop hosted by the FAA will run concurrent with the public 

comment meeting.  The workshop, which will include FAA representatives available to 

answer questions from the public, will take place in the Hall of Governors at Governors 

State University. 

During the public meeting, the FAA will look for specific comments on the scope 

and extent of the environmental issues it will need to analyze.  The FAA follows a 

general list of environmental issues it studies.  The list includes: noise, air quality, water 



quality, wetlands, floodplains, light emissions, biotic communities, threatened and 

endangered species, natural resources, and solid and hazardous waste.  It also includes 

issues such as land use, surface transportation, social and socioeconomic impacts, 

environmental justice, energy supply, construction impacts, archaeological and cultural 

resources, indirect impacts, and cumulative impacts. 

At a scoping meeting, public comments may offer the FAA more details about 

these issues, or may point out issues the FAA wouldn’t normally study.  Detailed and 

focused comments from the public at open scoping meetings such as this will yield a 

better analysis by the FAA and better decisions about the proposed South Suburban 

Airport project. 

In addition to providing comments at the scoping meeting, the FAA welcomes 

written comments from the public on the scope of its environmental analysis.  Please 

send comments to: 

Denis R. Rewerts 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Chicago Airports District Office 
2300 E. Devon Ave., room 320 
Des Plaines, IL  60018 
 

The FAA also accepts comments by e-mail to 7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV. 

Written comments about scoping must be received by the close of business on Friday, 

Dec. 19, 2003.  The FAA’s environmental analysis process will offer more opportunities 

for public comments as it moves forward. 

 



SECTION 1.3

MAILINGS



Federal, State and Local Agency

Notification Letters



 
 

 
U.S. Department Great Lakes Region   2300 E Devon Avenue 
of Transportation Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 
 Minnesota, North Dakota 
Federal Aviation Ohio, South Dakota 
Administration Wisconsin 
 
 
October 29, 2003                                                                              
 
«Title» «First_Name» «Last_Name___» 
«Job_Title» 
«AgencyCompany» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «State» «PostalCode» 
 
RE:  South Suburban Airport 
        Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement – Agency Scoping Meetings 
 
Dear «Title» «Last_Name___»: 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) intends to prepare a Tier 2 Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) to consider the construction and operation of Inaugural Airport Facilities for the 
South Suburban Airport located in Will County, IL.  In preparation for this EIS, the FAA is 
seeking early involvement and consultation with Federal, state and local governmental 
agencies. 
 
You are invited to attend an agency scoping meeting at which the proposed development, the 
alternatives and the purpose and need for the proposed development will be discussed.  The 
FAA published a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register on October 28, 2003 to prepare the 
Tier 2 EIS and to hold scoping meetings.  Additionally, notices were published in the Chicago 
Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, Joliet Herald-News, Daily Southtown, Star Newspaper, Kankakee 
Daily Journal, and the Chicago Defender on November 2, 2003.  The purpose of these meetings 
is to determine key environmental issues to be addressed in the EIS and to identify any 
significant issues related to the proposed development. 
 
For your convenience, an agency scoping meeting will be held at the following location: 
 

December 3, 2003 
Governors State University 
Engbretson Hall 
University Parkway 
University Park, Illinois 60466-0975 
10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
 

We request notification if you plan to attend the above meeting so we can plan the conference 
space accordingly.  Please respond to Denis Rewerts at (847) 294-7195 by November 21, 2003 
and indicate if you plan on attending the agency scoping meeting, as well as the number of 
persons from your agency that also plan to attend.   
 



In addition to the agency scoping meeting, the FAA will hold one public scoping meeting at the 
following location: 
 

December 3, 2003 
Governors State University 
Engbretson Hall 
University Parkway 
University Park, Illinois 60466-0975 
4:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

 
Concurrent with the public scoping meeting, the FAA will conduct an informational workshop on 
the SSA Tier 2 EIS in the Hall of Governors at Governors State University, University Park, 
Illinois. 
 
For your review, enclosed is an information packet briefly describing the proposed project.  Also, 
enclosed for your use is a comment form if you are unable to attend.  Written comments and 
recommendations may be sent to the following address or via e-mail, postmarked on or before 
December 19, 2003. 
 

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Chicago Airports District Office 
2300 East Devon Avenue 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 
7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the EIS scoping 
process at (847) 294-7195. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Denis R. Rewerts 
Federal Aviation Administration 
 
Enclosure: Scoping Documentation 
 



Notification Mailing List 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 
 

Title 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Job 
Title 

Agency/ 
Company Address City State ZIP 

         
 US EPA  EIS Filing 

Section 
Mail Code 2252-A 
Room 7241 

Ariel Rios Building  
(South Oval Lobby) 
1200 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
 

Washington D.C. 20004 

   Regional 
Director, 
Midwest 
Region 
 

National Park 
Service 

1709 Jackson Street Omaha NE 68102-2571 

Mr. Joel P. Ettinger Regional 
Administrator 

Federal Transit 
Administration, 
Region V 
 

200 West Adams Street  
Suite 320 

Chicago IL 60606 

Mr. Eugene Goldfarb Regional 
Environmental 
Officer 

U.S. Department 
of Housing & 
Urban 
Development 
 

Chicago Office, Region V 
77 West Jackson Boulevard, 
Room 2401 

Chicago IL 60604-3507 

Mr. Robert Gotkowski District 
Conserva-
tionist 
 

U.S. Department 
of Agriculture 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
685 Larry Power Road 

Bourbonnais IL 60914-4070 

Ms. Peggy Harding Regional 
Director 

Federal Energy 
Regulatory 
Commission 
 

230 South Dearborn Street 
Room 3130 

Chicago IL 60604 

Mr. Laurence Hasvold Regional 
Administrator 
 

Federal Railroad 
Administration 

200 West Adams Street 
Room 310 

Chicago IL 60606 

Mr. Brent Hoffman Office of the 
Secretary 
Acting 
Regional 
Representative 
 

U.S. Department 
of Education 

111 N. Canal Street 
Suite 1094 

Chicago IL 60606-7204 

Mr. Art Holz Commanders 
Representative 
 

U.S. Department 
of the Army 

Joliet Army Ammunition Plant 
29401 South Route 53 

Wilmington IL 60481-8879 

Ms. Corey Hoze Secretary’s 
Regional 
Representative 
 

U.S. Department 
of Health and 
Human Services 

233 N. Michigan Avenue 
Suite 1300 

Chicago IL 60601 

Mr. Mitchell Isoe Chief 
Regulatory  
Section 
 

U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers 
Regulatory Branch 

111 North Canal Street 
6th Floor 

Chicago IL 60606-7206 

Mr. Robert Jankowski District 
Conserva-
tionist 
 

U.S. Department 
of Agriculture 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
1201 S. Gougar Road 

New Lenox IL 60451-9748 

Mr. Don Klima Office Director Advisory Council 
on Historic 
Preservation 
 

1100 Pennsylvania Ave, NW 
Suite 809 

Washington D.C. 20004 

Mr. Frank Koenig Prairie 
Supervisor 

USDA - Forest 
Service 

Midewin National Tallgrass 
Prairie 
30071 S. State Route 53 
 

Wilmington IL 60481 

Mr. Robert McLeese State Soil 
Scientist 

U.S. Department 
of Agriculture 

Natural Resources 
Conservation Service 
2118 West Park Court 
 

Champaign IL 61821 

Mr. Randy Moore Regional 
Forester 
 

USDA - Forest 
Service, Region 9 

626 E. Wisconsin Avenue Milwaukee WI 53202 

Ms. Terry Reuss-Fell Chief, Hazard 
ID & Risk 
Assessment 
Branch 

Federal 
Emergency 
Management 
Agency 

536 South Clark Street 
6th Floor 

Chicago IL 60605 
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FEDERAL AGENCIES 
 

Title 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Job 
Title 

Agency/ 
Company Address City State ZIP 

         
Mr. John Rogner Field 

Supervisor 
 

U.S. Fish & 
Wildlife Service 

1250 S. Grove Ave. 
Suite 103 

Barrington IL 60010 

Mr. Norman Stoner Division 
Administrator 
 

Federal Highway 
Administration 

Illinois Division  
3250 Executive Park Drive 

Springfield IL 62703 

Dr. Willie Taylor Director, Office 
of 
Environmental 
Policy and 
Compliance 
 

U.S. Department 
of the Interior 

Main Interior Building,  
MS 2340  
1849 C Street, N.W. 

Washington D.C. 20240 

Mr. Kenneth A. Westlake Chief, 
Environmental 
Planning and 
Evaluation 
Branch 
 

U.S. 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 

Mail Code B-19J 
77 West Jackson Boulevard 

Chicago IL 60604-3507 

Senator Evan Bayh  U.S. Senator, 
Indiana 
 

463 Russell Senate  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

Congress- 
man 

Danny K. Davis  U.S. 
Congressman, 
Illinois 
 

1222 Longworth House  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515-1307 

Senator Richard Durbin  U.S. Senator, 
Illinois 
 

332 Dirksen Senate  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

Senator Russell Feingold  U.S. Senator, 
Wisconsin 
 

506 Hart Senate  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510-4904 

Senator Peter Fitzgerald  U.S. Senator, 
Illinois 
 

555 Dirksen Senate  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

Senator Herb Kohl  U.S. Senator, 
Wisconsin 
 

330 Hart Senate  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510 

Congress- 
man 

Henry Hyde  U.S. 
Congressman, 
Illinois 
 

2110 Rayburn House  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515-1306 

Congress- 
man 

Jesse Jackson, Jr.  U.S. 
Congressman, 
Illinois 
 

2419 Rayburn House  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515-1302 

Congress- 
man 

William Lipinski  U.S. 
Congressman, 
Illinois 
 

2188 Rayburn House  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515-1303 

Senator Richard Lugar  U.S. Senator, 
Indiana 
 

306 Hart Senate  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20510-1401 

Congress-
man 

Donald A. Manzullo 16th District U.S. 
Congressman, 
Illinois 
 

2228 Rayburn House  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515-1316 

Congress- 
man 

Bobby L. Rush  U.S. 
Congressman, 
Illinois 
 

2416 Rayburn House  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 10515-1301 

Congress- 
man 

Peter Visclosky  U.S. 
Congressman, 
Indiana 
 

2313 Rayburn House  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515-1401 

Congress- 
man 

Jerry Weller  U.S. 
Congressman, 
Illinois 

1210 Longworth House  
Office Building 

Washington D.C. 20515-1311 
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STATE AGENCIES 
 

Title 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Job 
Title 

Agency/ 
Company Address City State ZIP 

         
    Illinois Department 

of Commerce & 
Economic 
Opportunity 
 

620 East Adams  
4th Floor 

Springfield IL 62701 

   Director Office of the State 
Fire Marshal 

Division of Petroleum & 
Chemical Safety 
1035 Stevenson Drive 
 

Springfield IL 62703-4259 

Governor Rod Blagojevich 
 

 State of Illinois 207 State House Springfield IL 62706 

Mr. Joel Brunsvold Director Illinois Department 
of Natural 
Resources 
 

One Natural Resources Way Springfield IL 62702-1271 

Ms. Renee Cipriano Director Illinois 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
 

1021 N. Grand Avenue East Springfield IL 62702 

Mr. Gary Clark Director Office of Water 
Resources 

Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
 

Springfield IL 62702-1271 

Mr. Stephen Davis Manager Division of 
Resource Review 
and Coordination 
 

Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 

Springfield IL 62702-1271 

Ms. Anne Erdmann Geologist and 
Section Head 
 

Illinois State 
Geological Survey 

Natural Resources Building 
615 East Peabody Drive 

Champaign IL 61820 

Mr. Tom Flattery Director Office of Realty 
and Planning 
Illinois Department 
of Natural 
Resources 
 

One Natural Resources Way Springfield IL 62702-1271 

Mr. Steve Frank  Illinois Department 
of Agriculture 

Bureau of Land and Water 
Resources 
801 East Sangamon Avenue 
 

Springfield IL 62794-9281 

Ms. Carolyn Grosboll Director Illinois Nature 
Preserves 
Commission 
 

One Natural Resources Way Springfield IL 62702-1271 

Ms. Anne Haaker Deputy State 
Historic 
Preservation 
Officer 
 

Illinois Historic 
Preservation 
Agency 

500 East Madison Street Springfield IL 62701 

Mr. Jack Hartman Executive 
Director 
 

Illinois State Toll 
Highway Authority 

2700 Ogden Avenue Downers 
Grove 

IL 60515 

Mr. Michael Hine Bureau of 
Design & 
Environment 
 

Illinois Department 
of Transportation 

2300 South Dirksen Parkway, 
Room 330 

Springfield IL 62764 

Ms. Jan Horton  Illinois Emergency 
Management 
Agency 
 

110 East Adams Springfield IL 62706 

Mr. Jerry Jones Office Director Office of Mines 
and Minerals 

Illinois Department of Natural 
Resources 
One Natural Resources Way 
 

Springfield IL 62702-1271 

Governor Joseph Kernan 
 

 State of Indiana 206 State House Indianapolis IN 46204 

Mr. John Kos District 
Engineer 

Illinois Department 
of Transportation, 
District 1 

201 West Center Court Schaumburg IL 60196-1096 
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STATE AGENCIES 
 

Title 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Job 
Title 

Agency/ 
Company Address City State ZIP 

         
Mr. Jack Lavin Director Illinois Department 

of Commerce & 
Economic 
Opportunity 
 

James R. Thompson Center 
100 West Randolph Street, 
Suite 3-400 

Chicago IL 60601 

Mr. John  Nelson Northeastern 
Illinois Threats 
Coordinator 

Illinois Nature 
Preserves 
Commission 
 

Moraine Hills State Park 
1510 S. River Road 

McHenry IL 60051 

Mr. Brian Nichols Commissioner Indiana 
Department of 
Transportation 
 

Indiana Government Center 
North, Room 755 
100 North Senate Avenue 

Indianapolis IN 46204-2249 

Ms. Diane O’Keefe District 
Engineer 

Illinois Department 
of Transportation, 
District 3 
 

700 East Norris Drive Ottawa IL 61350-0697 

Mr. Mike Rogers Air Quality 
Specialist 

Illinois 
Environmental 
Protection Agency 
 

Bureau of Air 
1021 N. Grand Avenue East 

Springfield IL 62794-9276 

Mr. David  Thomas Chief Illinois Natural 
History Survey 
 

Natural Resources Building 
607 East Peabody Drive 

Champaign IL 61820 

Mr. George Vander 
Velde 

Director Illinois Waste 
Management and 
Research Center 
 

1 Hazelwood Drive Champaign IL 61820 

Mr. John Walthall Chief  
Archaeologist 

Illinois Department 
of Transportation 
 

2300 South Dirksen Parkway Springfield IL 62764 

Dr. Eric Whitaker Director Illinois Department 
of Public Health 
 

535 West Jefferson Street Springfield IL 62761 

Ms. Jean Wilkins Director Illinois State 
Library 
 

300 South Second Street Springfield IL 62701 

Mr. Derek Winstanley Chief Illinois State Water 
Survey 

2204 Griffith Drive Champaign IL 61820-7495 
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LOCAL AGENCIES 
 

Title 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Job 
Title 

Agency/ 
Company Address City State ZIP 

         
 NAGPRA 

Representative 
  Gun Lake 

Potawatomi 
 

1743 142 Avenue Dorr MI 48323 

   South 
Suburban 
Mayors and 
Managers 
Association 
 

Third Airport 
Information 
Clearinghouse 

1904 West 174th Street East Hazel 
Crest 

IL 60429 

Ms. Rosemarie Andolino Project 
Manager 

O’Hare 
Modernization 
Program Office 
 

8755 W. Higgins Road 
Suite 610 

Chicago IL 60631 

Mr. Ron Bachus  METRA/Metro-
politan Rail 
 

547 West Jackson Boulevard 
4th Floor 

Chicago IL 60661 

Mr. Dennis J. Baran Village 
President 
 

Village of Peotone 208 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 430 

Peotone IL 60468-9118 

Mr. John A. Barrett Chair Citizens Band 
Potawatomi 
 

1601 S. Gordon Cooper Drive Shawnee OK 74801 

Mr. L. D. Barron Project Director Cook County 
Department of 
Planning & 
Development 
 

69 W. Washington Street 
Suite 2900 

Chicago IL 60602 

Mr. Steve Bertrand  Kankakee Public 
Library 
 

304 South Indiana Kankakee IL 60901 

Mr. Aristide Biciunas Executive 
Director 

Chicago Area 
Transportation 
Study (CATS) 
 

300 West Adams Street 
2nd Floor 

Chicago IL 60606 

Ms. Carole Brown Chairman Chicago Transit 
Authority 
 

222 West Merchandise Mart 
Plaza 

Chicago IL 60654 

Mr. Brian Cann 
 

Supervisor Will Township 31850 South Kedzie Avenue Peotone IL 60468 

Mr. Bernard Christenson Village 
President 
 

Village of 
Manteno 

269 North Main Street Manteno IL 60950-1245 

Mr. Nelson Collins Supervisor Washington 
Township 
 

301 East Indiana Avenue Beecher IL 60401 

Mr. Wilber Cox Director Lake County Plan 
Commission 
 

2293 North Main Street Crown Point IN 46307 

Mr. Richard M. Daley Mayor City of Chicago 121 N. LaSalle Street 
Room 507 
 

Chicago IL 60602 

Ms. Donna Dettbam Supervisor Monee Township 26121 Egyptian Trail 
P.O. Box 74 
 

Monee IL 60449 

Mr.  Bill Downs  Matteson Public 
Library – 
Reference Desk 
 

801 South School Avenue Matteson IL 60443 

Mr. Michael Einhorn Village 
President 
 

Village of Crete 524 W. Exchange Street 
P.O. Box 337 

Crete IL 60417-0337 

Ms. Kitty Friedheim Deputy 
Commissioner 

City of Chicago - 
Department of 
Aviation 
 

O'Hare International Airport 
P.O. Box 66142 
Terminal Two, F Concourse 

Chicago IL 60666 

Ms. Marsha Frowein  Joliet Public 
Library 

Information Services 
150 North Ottawa Street 

Joliet IL 60432 
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LOCAL AGENCIES 
 

Title 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Job 
Title 

Agency/ 
Company Address City State ZIP 

         
Ms. Mary Ann Gearhardt Supervisor Crete Township 

 
1367 Wood Street Crete IL 60417 

Mr. Robert Glade Chairman Kankakee Valley 
Area Airport 
Authority 
 

211 West Water Street Kankakee IL 60901 

Mr. George Gray Village 
Administrator 

Peotone 208 E. Main Street 
P.O. Box 430 
 

Peotone IL 60468-0430 

Mr. Ronald J. Grotovsky Director Will County Land 
Use Department 
 

58 E Clinton Street,  
Suite 500 

Joliet IL 60432 

Mr. Paul Karas Executive 
Director 

Gary/Chicago 
Airport 
 

6001 West Industrial Highway Gary IN 46406 

Mr. Sheldon Latz County 
Engineer 

Will County 
Highway 
Department 
 

16841 W. Laraway Joliet IL 60433 

Mr. Paul Lohmann Village 
President 

Village of Beecher 724 Penfield Street 
P.O. Box 1154 
 

Beecher IL 60401-1154 

Mr. Al McCowan Village 
President 

Village of 
University Park 
 

698 Burnham Drive University 
Park 

IL 60466-2708 

Mr. Kevin McNulty President Chicago 
Southland 
Chamber of 
Commerce 
 

1154 Ridge Road 
P.O. Box 1698 

Homewood IL 60430-0698 

Mr. Kenneth Meshiguad Chair Hannahville 
Indian Community 
 

N14911 Hannahville B1 Road Wilson WI 49896-9728 

Mr. Jerry Meyer Highway 
Commissioner 
 

Washington 
Township 

P.O. Box 578 
301 East Indiana Avenue 

Beecher IL 60401 

Mr. Joseph Mikan Will County 
Executive 
 

 302 North Chicago Avenue Joliet IL 60432 

Mr. Robert O’Brien Executive 
Director 
 

Greater Rockford 
Airport Authority 

60 Airport Drive Rockford IL 61109 

Mr. Tim O’Donnell Village 
President 
 

Village of Monee 5130 West Court Street Monee IL 60449 

Mr. Lawrence Ohm 
 

Supervisor Sumner Township 9315 N. 8000 East Road Grant Park IL 60940 

Mr. Ed Paesel Executive 
Director 

South Suburban 
Mayors and 
Managers 
Association 
 

1904 West 174th Street East Hazel 
Crest 

IL 60429 

Mr. Zachariah Pahmahmie Tribal 
Chairman 

Prairie Band 
Potawatomi Tribal 
Council 
Government 
Center 
 

16281 Q Road 
P.O. Box 97 

Mayetta KS 66509 

Mr. John Paige Director of 
Planning 
Services 

Northeastern 
Illinois Planning 
Commission 
 

222 South Riverside Plaza 
Suite 1800 

Chicago IL 60606 

Ms. Roberta Palen  Harold 
Washington 
Public Library 

400 South State Street 
5th Floor 

Chicago IL 60605 
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LOCAL AGENCIES 
 

Title 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Job 
Title 

Agency/ 
Company Address City State ZIP 

         
Mr. Nicholas Pappas DuPage 

County 
Department of 
Development and 
Environmental 
Concerns 
 

421 County Farm Road Wheaton IL 60187 

Mr. James Pieckarczyk County 
Engineer 

Kankakee County 
Highway 
Department 
 

750 South East Avenue Kankakee IL 60901 

Mr. Jack Pierce 
 

Supervisor Peotone 
Township 

507 Jean Street Peotone IL 60468 

Mr. James Ranfranz Executive 
Director 

Northwestern 
Indiana Regional 
Planning 
Commission 
 

6100 Southport Road Portage IN 46368 

Mr. Robert Sarmiento  Northwestern 
University Library 
 

1935 Sheridan Road Evanston IL 60208 

Ms. Jane Schulten Director Crete Public 
Library 
 

1177 North Main Street Crete IL 60417 

Mr. Ralph Schultz Superin-
tendent of 
Planning 

Forest Preserve 
District of Will 
County 
 

Sugar Creek Administration 
Center 
17540 W. Laraway Road 

Joliet IL 60433 

Ms. Nancy Shales  Governors State 
University Library 
 

Governors State University University 
Park 

IL 60466 

Ms. Lorraine Shananaque
t 

NAGPRA Rep. Huron 
Potawatomi, Inc. 
 

2221 One-and-a-Half Mile 
Road 

Fulton MI 49052 

Mr. Phillip Shapodock Chair Forest Country 
Potawatomi 
Community 
 

P.O. Box 340 Crandon WI 54520 

Ms. Paula Thibeault Executive 
Director 

Regional 
Transportation 
Authority 
 

175 W. Jackson Boulevard 
Suite 1550 

Chicago IL 60604 

Mr. Mike Van Mill Director Planning and 
Zoning, Kankakee 
County 
 

192 N. East Avenue Kankakee IL 60901 

Mr. William Wagner Supervisor Green Garden 
Township 
 

9948 West Stuenkel Road Frankfort IL 60423 

Mr. Thomas Walker Commissioner City of Chicago - 
Department of 
Aviation 
 

O'Hare International Airport 
P.O. Box 66142 
Terminal Two, F Concourse 

Chicago IL 60666 

Mr. John Warren Vice-Chair Pokagon Band of 
Potawatomi 
Indians of 
Michigan 

901 Spruce 
Administration Building 

Dowagiac MI 49047 
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U.S. Department Great Lakes Region   2300 E Devon Avenue 
of Transportation Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 
 Minnesota, North Dakota 
Federal Aviation Ohio, South Dakota 
Administration Wisconsin 
 
 
October 29, 2003                                                                              
 
«Title» «First_Name» «Last_Name___» 
«Job_Title» 
«AgencyCompany» 
«Address1» 
«Address2» 
«City», «State» «PostalCode» 
 
RE:  South Suburban Airport 
        Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement –Scoping Meetings 
 
Dear «Title» «Last_Name___»: 
 
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) intends to prepare a Tier 2 Environmental Impact 
Statement (EIS) to consider the construction and operation of Inaugural Airport Facilities for the 
South Suburban Airport located in Will County, IL.  In preparation for this EIS, the FAA is 
seeking early involvement and consultation with Federal, state and local governmental 
agencies, and the public. 
 
You are invited to attend a public scoping meeting at which the proposed development, the 
alternatives and the purpose and need for the proposed development will be discussed.  The 
FAA published a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register on October 28, 2003 to prepare the 
Tier 2 EIS and to hold scoping meetings.  Additionally, notices were published in the Chicago 
Tribune, Chicago Sun-Times, Joliet Herald-News, Daily Southtown, Star Newspaper, Kankakee 
Daily Journal, and the Chicago Defender on November 2, 2003.  The purpose of these meetings 
is to determine key environmental issues to be addressed in the EIS and to identify any 
significant issues related to the proposed development. 
 
For your convenience, a public scoping meeting will be held at the following location: 
 

December 3, 2003 
Governors State University 
Engbretson Hall 
University Parkway 
University Park, Illinois 60466-0975 
4:00 PM – 8:00 PM 
 

 
Concurrent with the public scoping meeting, the FAA will conduct an informational workshop on 
the SSA Tier 2 EIS in the Hall of Governors at Governors State University, University Park, 
Illinois. 
 



 

Written comments and recommendations may be sent to the following address or via e-mail, 
postmarked on or before December 19, 2003.  Feel free to use the enclosed self addressed 
comment form if you are unable to attend.   
 

Mr. Denis R. Rewerts 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Chicago Airports District Office 
2300 East Devon Avenue 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 
7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions regarding the EIS scoping 
process at (847) 294-7195. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Denis R. Rewerts 
Federal Aviation Administration 
 
Enclosure: Comment Form 
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PUBLIC 
 

Title 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Job 
Title 

Agency/ 
Company Address City State ZIP 

         
Mr. Richard Acker Regional Land 

Use 
Coordinator 
 

Openlands Project 25 E. Washington Street 
Suite 1650 

Chicago IL 60602 

Ms. Lois Arms 
 

  107 Nanti Park Forest IL 60466 

Mr. Bob Barber Village 
Administrator 

Village of Beecher Village Hall 
724 Penfield 
P.O. Box 1154 
 

Beecher IL 60401 

Ms. Robin Batka Village Clerk Village of Manteno Village Hall 
269 North Main Street 
 

Manteno IL 60950 

Mr. Barry Bateman Airport Director General Mitchell 
International Airport 
 

5300 S. Howell Avenue Milwaukee WI 53207 

Ms. Mary Buckley  College of DuPage Learning Resources Center 
Reserve Desk 
425 22nd Street 
 

Glen Ellen IL 60137-
6599 

Mr. Ross Capon Executive 
Director 

National Association 
of Railroad 
Passengers 
 

900 Second Street, N.E. 
Suite 308 

Washington D.C. 20002-
3557 

Ms. Kathryn  Carpenter Director Purdue University Calumet Campus Library 
2200 169th Street 
 

Hammond IN 46323 

Mr.  Stephen Culberson Senior 
Ecologist 

TAMS Consultants 111 N. Canal Street 
Suite 380 
 

Chicago IL 60606 

Mr. Jack Darin Director Sierra Club 200 N. Michigan Avenue 
Suite 505 

Chicago IL 60601 

Ms. Jennifer Green  Baker Engineering 801 West Adams Street 
Suite 600 
 

Chicago IL 60607 

Mr. John Greuling President Joliet/Will County 
Center for Economic 
Development 
 

116 N. Chicago Street 
Two Rialto Square 
Suite 101 

Joliet IL 60432-
4204 

Mr. Michael Grubermann Village 
Administrator 
 

Village of Monee Village Hall 
5130 West Court Street 

Monee IL 60449 

Ms. Barb Guetler Coordinator Suburban O’Hare 
Commission 

113 W. Main Street Bensenville IL 60106 

Mr. John R. Harn   14254 Spring Creek Road Lockport IL 60441 

Ms. Connie Heitz Planner Zambrana 
Engineering, Inc. 
 

2324 Marconi Avenue St. Louis MO 63110 

Mr. Robert  Heuer  Public Policy & 
Marketing Consultant 
– representing 
STAND 
 

1422 Ashland Avenue Evanston  IL 60201 

Ms. Margo  Hupe 
 

  30828 S. Egyptian Trail Peotone  IL 60468 

Mr. Elmer Johnson Project Director Chicago Metropolis 
2020 

Civic Committee,  
Commercial Club of Chicago 
30 West Monroe Street 
 

Chicago IL 60603 

Mr. Mike La Pier Executive 
Director 

Central Illinois 
Regional Airport 

3201 CIRA Drive, Suite 200 
 

Bloomington IL 61704 

Mr. Howard Learner Exec. Director Environmental Law & 
Policy Center 

35 E. Wacker Drive 
Suite 1300 

Chicago IL 60601 

Mr. Andrew Masura Reference 
Librarian 

Orland Park Public 
Library 
 

14760 Park Lane Orland Park IL 60462 
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PUBLIC 
 

Title 
First 

Name 
Last 

Name 
Job 
Title 

Agency/ 
Company Address City State ZIP 

         
Dr. Bruce McMillan Museum 

Director 
 

Illinois State Museum 
 

502 S. Spring Street Springfield IL 62706 

Mr. George  Ochsenfeld President STAND 28020 S. Crawford Monee IL 60449 

Mr. John Rademacher 
 

  8035 N. Oconto Avenue Niles IL 60714 

Mr. Anthony Rayson   27009 South Egyptian Trail Monee IL 60449 

Mr. David Rose  Michael Baker Junior, 
Inc. 
 

P.O. Box 12259 Pittsburgh PA 15231 

Mr. Thomas J. Ross Executive 
Director 

Pace Suburban Bus 
Service 
 

550 West Algonquin Road Arlington 
Heights 

IL 60005 

Ms. Barbara  Stuart   213 E Corning Road Beecher  IL 60401 

Mr. Tim Sutherland  Indiana University 
Northwest Library 
 

Center for Data Analysis 
3400 Broadway 

Gary IN 46408 

Ms. Donna Warner Village Clerk Village of Peotone Village Hall 
208 East Main Street 
P.O. Box 430 
 

Peotone IL 60468 

Mr. Michael Whitaker Vice President 
Intl. and Reg. 
Affairs 

United Airlines 1200 Algonquin Road Elk Grove IL 60007 
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I. Scoping Process 
 
1. On October 28, 2003 the FAA published a Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Register to prepare a Tier 2 Environmental 

Impact Statement (EIS) and conduct environmental scoping for construction and operation of inaugural airport facilities at the 
South Suburban Airport (SSA) site in Will County, Illinois. 

 
2. The public scoping process is the initial step in the preparation of the EIS.  Scoping, as defined by the President’s Council on 

Environmental Quality (CEQ regulations & guidelines), is “an early and open process for determining the scope of issues to be 
addressed and for identifying the significant issues related to a proposed action.”  The scoping process involves the identification 
of: 

 
• the proposed Project to be studied in the EIS, 
• alternatives to be explored and evaluated and those that may be eliminated, and 
• key or significant environmental issues to be studied in the EIS. 

 
3. The purpose of the scoping meetings is to solicit input about the Proposed Project, including identification of any conditions, 

studies, plans, or considerations that may be relevant to the proposed development from members of the community and 
regulatory agencies.  Public input will again be sought and a Public Hearing held once the Draft EIS has been completed. 

 
4. The schedule for scoping is as follows: 
 

 

Notice of Intent to Prepare EIS – October 28, 2003 
 

 
On October 28, 2003 the FAA published a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register to prepare an EIS and conduct environmental 
scoping for the development of inaugural airport facilities for the South Suburban Airport.  Additionally, legal notices of the FAA’s 
Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS and conduct public scoping meetings for the Inaugural Airport Program were published in the 
following local newspapers on November 2, 2003: the Chicago Tribune, the Chicago Sun-Times, the Joliet Herald-News, the 
Daily Southtown, the Star Newspaper, the Kankakee Daily Journal, and the Chicago Defender. 
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Agency Scoping Meeting – December 3, 2003 
 

 
 

Public Scoping Meeting – December 3, 2003 
 
 The FAA will conduct one agency scoping meeting: The FAA will conduct one public scoping meeting: 
 

December 3, 2003 December 3, 2003 
Governors State University Governors State University 
Engbretson Hall Engbretson Hall 
University Parkway University Parkway 
University Park, Illinois University Park, Illinois 
10:00AM – 12:00PM 4:00PM – 8:00PM 

 
The Public Scoping Meeting will be held in conjunction with an informational workshop and will include: 
 
• a poster board presentation of the proposed project and the EIS process; 
• FAA staff available to discuss the EIS process and address the public’s concerns; 
• written comment forms to be used at the workshops or mailed in at a later date, and 
• representatives of the Illinois Department of Transportation will be available to answer questions about the Inaugural Airport 

Program. 
 
All comments will become part of the official EIS record. 
 

 

Close of Scoping Comment Period – December 19, 2003 
 

 
Written scoping comments may be submitted to the FAA at the address provided below no later than the close of business, 
Friday, December 19, 2003. 
 
Mr. Denis R. Rewerts 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Chicago Airports District Office 
2300 East Devon Avenue 
Des Plaines, Illinois 60018 

For further information, please contact Mr. Denis R. Rewerts at 
(847) 294-7195 (voice) and at (847) 294-7046 (facsimile).  
Comments may also be e-mailed to: 
Mr. Rewerts at 7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV 
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II. Environmental Process and Documentation 
 
 
1. The NEPA environmental review process for the Tier 2 EIS is presented in Exhibit 1.   Key elements of the NEPA process 

including details concerning the coordination and public participation process are highlighted on the Exhibit. 
 
 
2. The Agency environmental documentation process involves the following items: 

 
� Develop the Purpose and Need for the Proposed Project 
� Identify the Proposed Project 
� Identify and Evaluate the Range of Alternatives to be considered 
� Perform a detailed Environmental Study of the Selected Alternatives 
 

 
3. The FAA will prepare the environmental documentation to comply with the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act 

of 1969 (NEPA) as implemented in FAA Order 1050.1D, Policies and Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts, and 
FAA Order 5050.4A, Airport Environmental Handbook. 
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Exhibit 1 
Environmental Review Process Flow Chart 
 
 

Environmental Review Process 

NOTICE 
OF 

INTENT 
 

• Describe proposed 
action  

• Describe scoping 
P    process 

• Identify agency contact
 

SPONSOR PROPOSES 
PROJECT OR ACTION 
 
 

FAA DETERMINES 
THE NEED TO 
PREPARE EIS 

CONDUCT 
AGENCY & PUBLIC 

SCOPING  
• Refine and focus EIS 

Issues 
• Identify cooperating 

agencies 
• Participation by 

Agencies, elected 
Officials and the public 

• Public information 
workshops and scoping 
meetings, submit verbal 
and/or written comments

 

DETAILED 
ENVIRONMENTAL

ANALYSIS 

 
PREPARE

DRAFT 
EIS 

             REVIEW 
• FAA/U.S. EPA Publishes 

Notice of Availability of Draft in 
Federal Register 

• Federal, State & Local 
Agencies and Public 45 day 
comment period

PUBLIC HEARING 
•  Minimum 30-days after 

Publication of NOI 
RESPOND TO
COMMENTS 

 
PREPARE
& ISSUE

FINAL EIS

 
FAA ISSUES 

RECORD 
OF DECISION 

 

Current Point in
Process 

MINIMUM
30 DAY 
REVIEW
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III. Project Background and Purpose and Need 
 
 
1. On July 12, 2002, the FAA issued a Record of Decision (ROD) on the Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement for FAA Site 

Approval and Land Acquisition by the State of Illinois for the South Suburban Airport.  This approval noted that under existing 
FAA criteria, the South Suburban Airport site in Will County, Illinois is a technically and environmentally feasible location for a 
potential new air carrier airport to serve the greater Chicago region.   

 
2. The Illinois Department of Transportation has proposed the construction and operation of inaugural airport facilities (Inaugural 

Airport Program [IAP]) at the site selected in the Tier 1 ROD. 
 
3. The proposed Federal action under consideration in this Tier 2 EIS is approval of an airport layout plan (ALP), development, 

construction, certification and operation of an inaugural air carrier airport at the Tier 1 site.    
 
4. The purpose of the FAA’s actions in this Tier 2 EIS is to satisfy the need to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing 

and anticipated demands for air carrier, special and general cargo and general and corporate aviation use within the south 
suburban area of the greater Chicago region.  

 
5. The proposed action is needed to serve supplemental demand for air carrier, special and general cargo and general and 

corporate aviation use within the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region.  
 

• A supplemental facility at the South Suburban site would provide market access for air carriers increasing the opportunity for 
growth in one of the most rapidly developing counties in the country. 

 
• The expected role of the IAP with respect to cargo is the potential handling of special and general cargo that would serve the 

industrial and warehousing facilities presently located in the south and southwest suburbs of Chicago.   
 

• Facilities for general aviation and corporate aviation will be required at the SSA to replace, expand and improve existing 
services and to provide access to portions of central and eastern Will County.  Present facilities are insufficient to meet those 
needs. 
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IV. Proposed Project Overview 
 
1. As currently proposed by the State of Illinois, the Inaugural Airport Program would consist of the following proposed project 

elements to meet the aviation demand in the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region: 
 

 

New East-West Runway  
 

• Single runway capable of accommodating  
air carrier operations 

• Full parallel taxiway system 
• Air traffic control tower and navigational 

facilities 
 

 

New Airline Terminal 
 

• Terminal will be sized to meet projected demand 
• Aircraft parking apron 
• Terminal auto parking 
• Security facilities 
• Access roadways from Interstate 57 
• Airline maintenance facilities/fueling 

 
 

New Air Cargo Facilities 
 

• Air cargo buildings 
• Aircraft parking apron 
• Access roadways 
• Security facilities 
• Air cargo operator facilities/fueling 

 
 

New General Aviation Facilities 
 

• General & Corporate Aviation facilities 
• Fueling 

 

2. Exhibit 2 depicts the proposed project elements of the Inaugural Airport Program. 
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Exhibit 2 
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V. Alternatives 
 
1. The alternatives discussion is the heart of the environmental process.  This analysis is conducted to ensure that reasonable 

alternatives that address the purpose and need of the project, which might enhance environmental quality or have a less 
detrimental effect, have not been prematurely dismissed from consideration. 

 
2. A range of alternatives will be evaluated in this EIS.  These alternatives would include:  

• No-Action Alternative 
• Sponsor’s Proposed Action Alternative 
• Alternative Inaugural Airport Development at Tier 1 site 
• Use of Other Existing Airports 
• Alternative Modes of Transportation 
• Demand Management Alternatives 
• Prudent and feasible alternatives identified during the agency and public scoping process. 

 
3. If the proposed Inaugural Airport Program (IAP) results in significant adverse impacts, mitigation options will also be considered 

for implementation. 
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VI. Preliminary Environmental Issues to be Studied 
 
1. The environmental issues to be studied shall consist of the following elements: 
 
• Noise Impacts 
• Land Use Impacts 
• Social Impacts 

− Environmental Justice 
− Surface Transportation 
− Residential, Business, Cemetery Relocations 

• Socioeconomic Impacts 
• Air Quality 
• Water Quality 
• DOT Section 303(c)/Section 4(f) Lands 

− Parks, Historic Properties & Other Protected Lands 
• Historic, Architectural, Archaeological, Cultural Resources 
• Visual Impacts 

• Biotic Communities 
• Endangered Species of Flora and Fauna 
• Wetlands 
• Floodplains 
• Coastal Zone Management 
• Coastal Barriers 
• Wild and Scenic Rivers 
• Farmlands 
• Energy Supply and Natural Resources 
• Light Emissions 
• Solid Waste and Hazardous Materials Impacts 
• Construction Impacts 
• Cumulative Impacts 

 
2. Categories such as Coastal Zone Management and Coastal Barriers are not expected to be affected by the Inaugural Airport 

Program and would thus likely be discussed in less detail. 
 
3. Based on an initial qualitative evaluation, it is anticipated that the key environmental issues will be noise, air quality, surface 

transportation, social, socioeconomic and induced socioeconomic, DOT Section 303(c)/Section 4(f) Lands, wetlands, floodplains, 
farmland, construction and cumulative impacts. 
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VII. Next Steps 
 
1. Conduct and conclude the Scoping Process.  Scoping is the first of many opportunities to comment during the EIS process. 
 
2. Prepare the Draft EIS. 
 
3. Issue and distribute the Draft EIS. 
 
4. Conduct a Public Hearing on the Draft EIS and receive public comments. 
 
5. Prepare the Final EIS based on comments received and distribute the document. 
 
6. Prepare and sign the Record of Decision.  The Federal Aviation Administration will evaluate the EIS and any comments prior to 

making a decision on the Proposed Project.  
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SOUTH SUBURBAN INAUGURAL AIRPORT 
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT

The proposed South Suburban Airport (SSA), Inaugural Airport Program (IAP) will 
require environmental approval by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) in 
compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969.  The preparation 
of an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) is a systematic process of gathering 
and analyzing data in order to assess and document the potential environmental 
effects of a proposed Federal action such as approval of a new airport.  The EIS 
documents the need for a proposed action, identifies possible alternatives to the 
action and evaluates environmental impacts.  The EIS process also provides a 
forum for review and comment by appropriate governmental agencies and the 
general public.  These comments will be fully considered in preparation of the Tier 
2 EIS.

TIER 2 EIS OVERVIEW
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CONCEPTUAL PROJECT 
DESCRIPTION

As currently proposed by the Airport Sponsor, State of Illinois, the Inaugural 
Airport Program could consist of the following proposed project elements to meet 
the aviation demand in the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region:
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New East-West Runway

Single runway capable of accommodating air carrier 
operations

Full parallel taxiway system

Air traffic control tower and navigational 
facilities

Terminal would be sized to meet projected demand

Aircraft parking apron

Security facilities
Access roadways from Interstate 57

Terminal auto parking

Airline maintenance and fueling facilities

New Airline Terminal

Aircraft parking apron
Air cargo buildings

Access roadways
Security facilities
Air cargo operator and fueling facilities

New Air Cargo Facilities

General & Corporate Aviation facilities

Fueling facilities

New General Aviation Facilities
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PRELIMINARY 
PURPOSE AND NEED
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The preliminary Purpose and Need for the Proposed Action at the South 
Suburban Airport is to:

Satisfy the need to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and anticipated 
demands for air carrier, special and general cargo, and general and corporate 
aviation use within the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region.

Provide market access for air carriers increasing the opportunity for growth in one of 
the most rapidly developing counties in the country.

Provide special and general cargo handling facilities that would serve the industrial 
and warehousing facilities presently located in the south and southwest suburbs of 
Chicago.

Replace, expand and improve existing services and to provide access to portions of 
central and eastern Will County.  



PRELIMINARY 
ALTERNATIVES
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Alternatives that will be examined in this EIS will include but will 
not necessarily be limited to the following:

No-Action Alternative,

Sponsor’s Proposed Action Alternative,

Alternative Inaugural Airport Facility Development at the 
South Suburban site, 

Additional Reasonable Alternatives Identified During 
Scoping.

Off-Site Alternatives, and



- Follows FAA Guidelines using the Integrated Noise Model (INM), 
Version 6.1.
- Examines noise on average annual day basis, using Day-Night 

Average Noise Level, or DNL.
- Examines specific point noise using DNL or single-event noise 
metrics.
- Compares future year conditions, with and without the project.

Noise

EIS 
CONSIDERATIONS
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- Examines existing and planned land use in the vicinity of the airport.
- Evaluates compatibility of proposed project with existing land use.

Land Use

- Evaluates impacts associated with relocations or other community
disruption resulting from a proposed action.
- Examines disproportionate impacts on minority and low-income 
populations.

Social / Environmental Justice

- Examines induced or secondary impacts with respect to regional 
growth and development.

- Specifically examines: Shifts in population patterns; Public Service 
demands; Changes in business and economic activity

Induced Socioeconomic Impacts

- Examines compliance with Executive Order 11988, Floodplain 
Management.

- Identifies and characterizes floodways and 100-year floodplains
within the project area.

- Examines potential impacts to floodways and 100-year floodplains 
from the proposed project.

Floodplains

- Examines compliance with the Coastal Zone Management Act
and the Coastal Barriers Resources Act.

- No areas subject to provisions of either act are contained within the 
State of Illinois.

Coastal Zones / Coastal Barriers

- Examines compliance with the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, which 
provides protection for river areas that are free flowing and possess 

outstandingly remarkable scenic, recreational, geologic, fish and 
wildlife, historic, cultural or other similar values. 
- Examines potential impacts to any river areas listed on the National 
Rivers Inventory list.

Wild and Scenic Rivers

- Examines compliance with the Farmland Protection Policy Act
and the Illinois Farmland Preservation Act. 

- Identifies those areas designated as prime or unique farmland. 
- Examines potential impacts to any prime or unique farmland.

Farmlands



- Identifies and characterizes groundwater and surface water features 
that may be impacted by the proposed project.
- Examines ability of the project to comply with the Clean Water Act 
and state water quality standards during construction and 
operation of the proposed project.
- Examines existing water supply, projected water usage, water 

treatment requirements and associated impacts.

Water Quality

EIS CONSIDERATIONS 
(cont.)
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- Identifies and characterizes existing and planned publicly owned
parks, recreation areas and historic sites of national, state or local 
significance within the vicinity of the proposed project.

- Evaluates potential impacts to publicly owned parks, recreation areas 
and historic sites resulting from development and operation of the 
proposed airport in accordance with Section 303 Title 49 U. S. Code 

(formerly Section 4(f)).

Parks and Recreation

- Identifies potential energy requirements of the proposed project for 
both stationary and mobile users.
- Examines potential impacts to energy supplies or natural resources 
from the proposed project.

Energy Supply / Natural Resources

- Identifies potential new sources of light emissions arising from
the proposed project.

- Examines potential impacts to existing and future residents from
the proposed project.

Light Emissions

- Identifies existing and planned landfills in the project vicinity, 
and their current and future capacity. 

- Identifies the estimated volumes of solid waste generated by the
proposed project during construction and operation. 
- Examines potential impacts to landfill capacity.
- Identifies if a potential safety hazard would exist in terms of aircraft 
operations and the location of existing or planned landfills.

Solid Waste

- Examines potential impacts resulting from the construction of the 
proposed project. 

- Considers noise, dust, surface transportation, and air and water
quality impacts. 

Construction

- Follows FAA Guidelines using the Emissions Dispersion Modeling 
System (EDMS).

- Examines aircraft, vehicle and stationary source emissions 
associated with the project and compares them to the National 
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS).
- Considers Criteria Air Pollutants (CO, Nox, VOCs, PM) .
- Compares future year conditions with and without project and 

includes both construction and operational activity.

Air Quality



- Identifies any known populations of threatened and endangered 
species or critical habitat, listed or proposed for listing under the 
Endangered Species Act or by the Illinois Endangered Species Board, 
within the project area. 
- Examines potential impacts to any listed species or critical habitat 

from the proposed project.

Threatened and Endangered Species

EIS CONSIDERATIONS 
(cont.)
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- Defined and evaluated in accordance with Executive Order 11990, 
Protection of Wetlands.

- Identifies and characterizes all wetlands within the project area.
- Examines potential impacts to wetlands from the proposed project.

Wetlands

- Identifies existing travel patterns, school bus routes, emergency 
vehicle access and traffic levels in the project area.
- Examines potential impacts to travel patterns, school bus routes,
emergency vehicle access and traffic congestion from the

proposed project. 

Surface Transportation

- Identifies foreseeable impacts resulting from the incremental
impacts of the action when added to other past, present, and 
reasonably foreseeable future actions. 

- Considers projections of future population, employment and 
households for the area, as well as changes in land use and 
secondary impacts. 

Cumulative Impacts

- Characterizes the existing plant, animal, and aquatic resources within 
and adjacent to the proposed project site.

- Examines and quantifies potential impacts to the existing plant,
animal, and aquatic resources within and adjacent to the proposed 
project site.

Biotic Communities

- Identify and evaluate the presence of existing and potential sites 
containing hazardous materials (hazardous wastes, environmental 
contamination, and other regulated substances such as fuel and other 
petroleum products) located on or adjacent to the project site.
- Evaluate the potential for disruption of sites containing hazardous 

materials or environmental contamination as a result of the proposed 
action.

Hazardous Materials
- Examines compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act and 

the Archeological and Historic Preservation Act.
- Identifies properties in or eligible for inclusion in the National 
Register of Historic Places.
- Summarizes findings of archaeological and architectural surveys 

conducted within the project area.
- Will examine compliance with the Programmatic Agreement executed

under the Tier 1 EIS.

Historic / Archaeological
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HOW TO SUBMIT 
COMMENTS

WRITTEN COMMENTS

Comment forms are available at this meeting for your written comments.  
Comments can also be submitted on a separate sheet of paper.  You may 
submit written comments at this time or mail them to the address listed on 
the form and below.  Mailed comments should be postmarked by December 
19, 2003.  

ORAL COMMENTS

Oral comments may be given to the Court Stenographer present at this 
meeting.  The Court Stenographer will record and transcribe your comments 
for inclusion in the meeting transcript.

MAIL COMMENTS TO:
Mr. Denis R. Rewerts

Environmental Specialist
Federal Aviation Administration
Chicago Airports District Office

2300 East Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60018
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Written comments may also be submitted by E-mail, by December 19, 2003, 
to: Mr. Rewerts at 7-AGL-SSA-EIS-PROJECT@FAA.GOV
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WELCOME TO THE 

FEDERAL AVIATION 
ADMINSTRATION

SCOPING MEETING

TIER 2 EIS SCOPING MEETING
December 3, 2003

Slide 1
The Federal Aviation Administration would like to welcome you here and 
thank you for participating in today’s scoping meeting.
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TIER 2 EIS SCOPING MEETING
December 3, 2003

TO OBTAIN COMMENTS FROM 
FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND 

THE PUBLIC ON THE 
SIGNIFICANT ISSUES TO BE 

CONSIDERED IN THIS TIER 2 EIS 
STUDY.

SCOPING MEETING OBJECTIVE:

Slide 2
The primary purpose for today’s scoping meeting is to obtain comments from 
Federal, state, and local agencies and the Public regarding the scope and 
significant issues to be analyzed in depth as part of the Environmental 
Impact Statement or (EIS) for the Inaugural Airport Program at the South 
Suburban Airport.   This scoping meeting also kicks off the Tier 2 EIS study 
and introduces the EIS process.
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PREVIOUS ENVIRONMENTAL 
APPROVAL - July 12, 2002

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

GREAT LAKES REGION 

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

July 12, 2002

RECORD OF DECISION

FOR

TIER 1: FAA SITE APPROVAL AND

LAND ACQUISITION BY THE STATE OF ILLINOIS

PROPOSED SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT 

WILL COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Slide 3
On July 12, 2002, the Federal Aviation Administration issued a Record of 
Decision on the Tier 1 Environmental Impact Statement for the South 
Suburban Airport.  This action included FAA site approval to preserve the 
option for a potential future supplemental air carrier airport to serve the 
greater Chicago region.  The site approved in the Tier 1 EIS is located in 
eastern Will County, Illinois, formerly known as the Peotone Site.
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AIRPORT SPONSOR 

In September 2002 the State of Illinois, the Project 
Sponsor, received a grant from the FAA to conduct 
Airport Master Planning and Environmental 
Documentation for the Inaugural Airport Program at 
South Suburban Airport.

Slide 4
In September 2002 the State of Illinois, the Project Sponsor, received a grant 
from the FAA to conduct Airport Master Planning and Environmental 
Documentation for the Inaugural Airport Program at South Suburban Airport.
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AIRPORT SPONSOR’S  
CONCEPTUAL PLAN

Slide 5
As currently proposed by the Project Sponsor, (State of Illinois), the 
Inaugural Airport Program would consist of the following elements:
§ New East-West Runway
§ New Airline Terminal
§ New Air Cargo Facilities
§ New General Aviation Facilities
This Tier 2 EIS does not address development of Airport Facilities beyond 

the Inaugural Airport Program. Federal actions relating to the development 
and operation of future facilities, beyond the Inaugural Airport Program, 
would be evaluated in subsequent NEPA Documentation as the issues 
become ripe for review and decision.
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NEW EAST-WEST 
RUNWAY

•SINGLE RUNWAY CAPABLE OF ACCOMMODATING AIR 
CARRIER OPERATIONS

•FULL PARALLEL TAXIWAY SYSTEM

•NAVIGATIONAL FACILITIES AND AN AIR TRAFFIC 
CONTROL TOWER

Slide 6
The proposed runway system would consist of a single runway capable of 
accommodating air carrier operations, a full parallel taxiway system, 
navigational facilities and provisions for an air traffic control tower.
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NEW PASSENGER 
TERMINAL

•TERMINAL WOULD BE SIZED TO MEET 
PROJECTED DEMAND

•AIRCRAFT PARKING APRON

•TERMINAL AUTO PARKING

•SECURITY FACILITIES

•ACCESS ROADWAYS FROM INTERSTATE 57

•AIRLINE MAINTENANCE AND FUELING 
FACILITIES

Slide 7
The new passenger terminal would be sized to meet projected demand, and 
could include an aircraft parking apron, terminal auto parking, security 
facilities, an access road to I-57, and airline maintenance and fueling 
facilities.
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NEW AIR CARGO & GENERAL 
AVIATION FACILITIES

•AIR CARGO 
BUILDINGS

•AIRCRAFT PARKING 
APRONS

•ACCESS ROADWAYS

•SECURITY FACILITIES

•AIR CARGO 
OPERATOR FACILITIES

•GENERAL & 
CORPORATE 

AVIATION FACILITIES

•FUELING FACILITIES

Slide 8
The proposed new air cargo facilities could include air cargo buildings, an 
aircraft parking apron, access roadways, security, and air cargo operator and 
fueling facilities. 
The proposed general aviation facilities could include general aviation (GA) 
and corporate aviation hangars and facilities, as well as fueling facilities.
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TIER 2 ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT STATEMENT (EIS)

National Environmental Policy 
Act of 1969 (NEPA)

Slide 9
The FAA has decided to proceed with a Tier 2 EIS to evaluate the potential 
environmental impacts associated with the construction and operation of the 
Inaugural Airport Program and connected actions.

FAA's decision to proceed with the EIS is in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, commonly referred to as NEPA [NOTE:
pronounced “neepa”].  The EIS will be a Federal document and the entire 
process will be managed by the FAA.
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PURPOSE OF AN 
EIS

Ensure that the policies and goals defined in 
NEPA are incorporated into the ongoing 
program and actions of the Federal 
Government.

FAA, by law, is mandated to environmentally 
assess impacts due to any proposed action that 
requires the approval of the FAA.

Slide 10
The purpose of an EIS is to serve as an action-forcing device to ensure that 
the policies and goals defined in NEPA are incorporated into the ongoing 
program and actions of the Federal Government.  FAA’s role is to evaluate 
proposed actions in terms of consistency with applicable laws and 
regulations and to insure that proposed development meets all requirements 
for safety, design criteria, and environmental compliance.
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EIS PROCESS

Provide full and fair discussion of 
significant environmental impacts.

Inform decision makers and the public 
of the reasonable alternatives which 
would avoid or minimize adverse 
impacts or enhance the quality of the 
human environment.

Ensure a fully informed decision by the
FAA.

Slide 11
The EIS process will provide full and fair discussion of environmental impacts 
and shall inform decision makers and the public of the reasonable 
alternatives which would avoid or minimize adverse impacts or enhance the 
quality of the human environment.  The EIS process will ensure a fully 
informed decision by the FAA with respect to the proposed project.
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TIER 2 EIS SCOPING 
PROCESS OVERVIEW

FAA ISSUES 
NOTICE OF 

INTENT
OCTOBER 28, 2003

SCOPING 
COMMENT 

PERIOD CLOSES
DECEMBER 19, 2003

FAA  
FORMULATES EIS 

STUDY DESIGN

AIRPORT 
SPONSOR 

PROPOSES 
ACTION

AGENCY AND 
PUBLIC SCOPING 

MEETINGS

DECEMBER 3, 
2003

FAA PREPARES 
DRAFT EIS

FAA REVIEWS 
AND EVALUATES 

SCOPING 
COMMENTS

Slide 12
Today signifies one of the most important steps of the EIS process and is 
called scoping.

According to NEPA, scoping is defined as an early and open process for 
determining the scope of issues to be addressed and for identifying the 
significant issues related to a proposed action.  Comments received during 
the scoping process will be used by the FAA to formulate the scope of work 
required in developing the Tier 2 EIS.
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Slide 13
The State of Illinois, as the Airport Sponsor, conducted the first step in the 
scoping process by identifying the proposed actions to the FAA for 
environmental evaluation.
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On October 28, 2003 the FAA filed a Notice of Intent in the Federal Register 
to prepare a Tier 2 EIS and hold Scoping Meetings for the proposed actions 
at South Suburban Airport.
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The next step in the Scoping Process involves the Agency and Public 
Scoping Meetings. Again, the primary purpose of today’s scoping meetings 
are to begin the study, introduce the EIS process and to gather your 
concerns, comments and any other information that you may have relating to 
potentially significant environmental impacts of the proposed actions.  
Through the scoping process, the FAA will determine the significant issues to 
be analyzed in depth in the Environmental Impact Statement.
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The formal scoping process comment period will close on December 19, 2003.  All 
comments to the FAA must be postmarked or E-mailed by this date.
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The FAA will review and evaluate all Agency and Public comments received 
as part of the Scoping Process.
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The FAA will then develop the EIS study design before proceeding to the 
next part of the EIS process.
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The FAA will then conduct a detailed evaluation of potential environmental 

impacts of the proposed action during the EIS.  Because the FAA is just 
beginning the EIS process, the potential impacts of the proposed actions are 
not yet known.  Information regarding impacts will be made available during 
the course of the study. 
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The next phase of the EIS process is the preparation of a Draft EIS 
Document.
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PRELIMINARY 
PURPOSE AND NEED

The preliminary Purpose and Need for the Proposed 
Action at the South Suburban Airport is to:

Provide special and general cargo handling facilities that would serve the 
industrial and warehousing facilities presently located in the south and 
southwest suburbs of Chicago.

Satisfy the need to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and 
anticipated demands for air carrier, special and general cargo, and 
general and corporate aviation use within the south suburban area of 
the greater Chicago region.

Provide market access for air carriers increasing the opportunity for growth 
in one of the most rapidly developing counties in the country.

Replace, expand and improve existing services and to provide access to 
portions of central and eastern Will County.

Slide 21
An EIS document begins with a statement of the Purpose and Need for the 
proposed actions. The purpose and need provides the reasons and 
justifications for construction of the proposed airport development project.  

The preliminary Purpose and Need for the FAA’s actions in this Tier 2 EIS 
are to:

Satisfy the need to provide supplemental facilities to meet the existing and 
anticipated demands for air carrier, special and general cargo, and general 
and corporate aviation use within the south suburban area of the greater 
Chicago region;

A supplemental facility would provide market access for air carriers thereby 
increasing the opportunity for growth in one of the most rapidly developing 
counties in the U.S.;

Provide facilities to handle special and general cargo that would serve the 
industrial and warehousing facilities presently located in the south and 
southwest suburbs of Chicago, and;

Provide facilities for general aviation and corporate aviation to replace, 
expand and improve existing services and to provide access to portions of 
central and eastern Will County.
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PRELIMINARY 
ALTERNATIVES

Alternatives that will be examined in this EIS will 
include but will not necessarily be limited to the 
following:

No-Action Alternative,
Sponsor’s Proposed Action Alternative,
Alternative Inaugural Airport Facility 
Development at the South Suburban site,
Off-Site Alternatives,
Additional Reasonable Alternatives Identified 
During Scoping.

Slide 22
The second portion of the Tier 2 EIS document will consist of an evaluation 
of the project alternatives, including the No-Action Alternative, the Sponsor’s 
Proposed Action Alternative, alternative Inaugural Airport facility 
development at the SSA site, offsite alternatives such as the use of other 
existing airports, and additional alternatives identified during the scoping 
process.

All reasonable alternatives will be addressed in the Environmental Process.
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Slide 23
The third portion of the EIS document, called Affected Environment, provides 
a description of the existing social, cultural, physical and natural 
environmental conditions in the study area.  
The social environment includes a discussion of existing land use, socio-
economics, and cultural, historical and archeological resources in the vicinity 
of the proposed project.
The physical environment includes a discussion of factors such as water 
resources, soils and air quality in the study area.
The discussion of natural environment includes biotic communities, wetlands 
and other natural resources in the area.
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The fourth portion of the EIS document describes the Environmental 
Consequences associated with the Proposed Action, connected actions and 
other reasonable alternatives.

This analysis includes 22 different categories that involve the human, natural 
and physical environment. Each category is examined in accordance with the 
procedures established in the FAA’s Airport Environmental Handbook, Order 
5050.4A (NOTE: pronounced “fifty-fifty four A”), Order 1050.1D: Policies and 
Procedures for Considering Environmental Impacts, and subsequent
guidance. Examples of categories evaluated within this section include noise, 
air quality, socioeconomic impacts, historic resources, and endangered 
species.  
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All of the information just described is brought together into a document 
called a Draft Environmental Impact Statement or DEIS.

This document is then released for review by Federal, State and Local 
agencies as well as the Public. 
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While the review is being conducted, a Public Hearing and Information 
Workshop will be held which will allow the public to submit written and verbal 
comments on the DEIS. 
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All comments received from the DEIS review and Public Hearing process will 
be considered, summarized, responded to, and incorporated into a revised 
document called the Final Environmental Impact Statement or FEIS.
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The FEIS will then be submitted to agencies and the  public.  No action will 
be taken for 30 days following the release of the Final EIS.
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Comments on the Final EIS will be forwarded to the FAA.  After the 30-day 
period, the FAA will prepare a Record of Decision or ROD [NOTE: 
pronounced “rod”, as in “hot rod”]. The ROD will document the FAA’s 
decision on the proposed Federal action.
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TIER 2 EIS SCOPING MEETING 
DECEMBER 3, 2003

TO OBTAIN COMMENTS FROM 
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GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND 
THE PUBLIC ON THIS TIER 2 EIS 

STUDY.

SCOPING MEETING OBJECTIVE:

Slide 30
As previously mentioned, the purpose of today’s meeting is to begin the 
study and to obtain comments regarding the scope of the study.
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HOW TO SUBMIT 
COMMENTS

Scoping Meeting comments may be 
submitted in two ways:

Oral Comments given to 
a Court Stenographer

(2)

Written Comments(1)

- Submitted today
- Postmarked by December 19, 2003
- E-mailed by December 19, 2003

Slide 31
Today, there are two methods to submit your comments or concerns as they 
relate to the proposed action and the EIS process, either written or as oral 
comments to the court stenographer.
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HOW TO SUBMIT 
COMMENTS

This is the 
Comment Sheet 
attached to the 
handout given 
to you at 
registration.

Please state your comments clearly and concisely regarding the Environmental 
Impact Statement:

Comments:

Name:
Organization:

Address:

Comments postmarked to the FAA by December 19, 2003

PLEASE PRINT

COMMENT SHEET
FAA SCOPING MEETING
South Suburban Airport

Environmental Impact Statement
Inaugural Airport Program

Attach additional sheets as necessary.

Comments may 
also be submitted 
on plain paper

Slide 32
First, please submit your written comments to the FAA at the address shown 
on the last page of the handout that you received, or by depositing them in 
one of the drop boxes located in the Hall Of Governors.  Comments may be 
submitted on the provided comment sheet or on a separate sheet as 
necessary.

The formal comment period will close on December 19, 2003.  In order to be 
considered in the scoping process, comments should be postmarked or E-
mailed by this date.
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Oral comments can be given to a 
certified court stenographer 
located in Engbretson Hall anytime 
after the presentation portion of 
this meeting.

HOW TO SUBMIT 
COMMENTS

Slide 33
We also have a court stenographer available today if you wish to make an 
oral comment.  Please clearly state your name, address, and whether you 
represent an organization to the stenographer prior to giving your comment.  
All oral comments given in this manner will be included in the official 
transcript of the meeting.  Please limit oral comments given in this manner to 
no more than 3 minutes.
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TIER 2 SCOPING MEETING 
DECEMBER 3, 2003

THANK YOU FOR 
ATTENDING THE FAA's 

SCOPING MEETING.

PLEASE PROCEED TO 
THE EXHIBIT PORTION OF 

THIS ROOM.

Slide 34
The FAA would now like to invite you to enter the exhibit portion of this room 
to speak with members of the FAA and our consulting team at your leisure.  
A map with the locations of the Exhibit Room, Written Comment area, and 
Court Stenographers is included in your handout.

Thank you 
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TIER 2 SCOPING MEETING 
DECEMBER 3, 2003

THE NEXT PRESENTATION 
WILL BEGIN IN 2 MINUTES

Slide 35
This presentation will start in 2 minutes.
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This presentation will start in 1 minute.
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This presentation will start in 30 seconds.
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Slide 38
This presentation will start in 10 seconds.
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South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program 
Environmental Impact Statement 
Comment / Response Database 

How to Use the Database 
 
This document contains an index of those parties who submitted comments to the South Suburban 
Airport during the Environmental Impact Statement. 
 

The document includes the name of each party providing a comment and a unique Identifier Code to 
catalog the submittal.  Comment Codes are also provided, which indicate the summarized comments 
applicable to that particular submittal.  Federal, State, and Local Agency letters are in order 
alphanumerically by Identifier Code and include the area of government the individual is associated with.  
Public comments are also listed alphabetically by last name. 
 

Each “Identifier Code” consists of six characters that represent three fields of information describing each 
unique comment submittal.  The first character makes up the first field and serves as an “Event Code”, 
which describes the period during the study for which the comment was submitted.   
 

There are four Event Codes: 
 

S = Comment received during the Scoping Process of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement. 

P  = Comments received after Scoping but before the release of the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement. 

D  = Comments received after the release of the Draft Environmental Impact Statement. 
F  = Comments received after the release of the Final Environmental Impact Statement 

 
The second character represents the second field, which serves as an “Affiliation Code” that places the 
party commenting into one of six categories: 
 

F = Comment from a Federal agency 
S = Comment from a State agency 
L = Comment from a Local agency 
P = Comment from the general public 
N = Comment by petition  

 

The last four characters represent the third field, which identifies the specific comment submittal 
numerically.  For example, the “Identifier Code,” “SP0245", describes the comment submittal as being the 
245th letter or comment form received during the Scoping process from the general public.   
 
 
 
 
 
 SP0245 

Event Code 
Affiliation Code 

Numeric Identifier 
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Each comment submittal was reviewed, salient points summarized, and identified with a comment code.  
The summarized comments are organized into the following 30 categories: 
 

Category Number  Description 
1   Purpose and Need                                        
2   Alternatives                                            
3   Noise                                                   
4   Land Use                                                
5   Social Impacts                                          
6   Induced Socioeconomic Impacts                           
7   Air Quality                                             
8   Hazardous Materials                                     
9   Water Quality                                           
10   DOT Section 303                                         
11   Historic, Architectural, and Archaeological 
12   Biotic Communities                                      
13   Endangered and Threatened Species                       
14   Wetlands                                                
15   Farmlands                                               
16   Energy and Natural Resources                            
17   Light Emissions                                         
18   Solid Waste Impacts                                     
19   Construction Impacts                                    
20   Other Environmental Considerations                      
21   Public Involvement                                      
22   Cost Considerations                                     
23   EIS Process and Scope                                   
24   Quality of Life                                         
25   Floodplains                                             
26   Environmental Justice                                   
27   Surface Transportation                                  
28   Design, Art, Architecture                               
29   Other                                                   
30 Safety 

 
 
For example, Comment Code 1-1 describes the comment was made concerning the Purpose and Need 
and is the first comment documented under that category. 
 
All comment submittals have been treated equally by the FAA. 
 



Comment / Response Database
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program

Tier 2 EIS
List of Federal Agency Commenters

(Scoping)

Last Name First Name Agency Letter Code Comment Number(s)
Bayh Evan United States Senate SF0003 1-6, 1-7, 2-5, 15-3, 19-2, 23-3, 23-14, 27-1, 29-7

RESERVED SF0006

RESERVED SF0009

Rogner John D. United States Dept. of the Interior SF0004 9-1, 12-2, 13-1, 13-2, 13-6, 14-1, 29-5

Visclosky Peter J. United States House of Representatives SF0005 1-8, 1-30, 1-34, 2-30, 4-11, 9-2, 14-3, 15-13, 27-16

Weller Jerry United States House of Representatives SF0001 1-5, 6-22, 23-13, 29-6, 29-25, 29-65

Weller Jerry United States House of Representatives SF0002 2-44, 2-45, 23-2

Weller Jerry United States House of Representatives SF0007 1-5, 6-22, 23-13, 29-65

Westlake
Kamke

Kenneth
Sherry

United States Environmental Protection Agency SF0008 4-7, 7-7, 7-8, 9-30, 14-4, 23-24, 23-26, 23-45

Scoping Document
Inaugural Airport Program at the South 
Suburban Airport 1 January 2004
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Tier 2 EIS
List of State Agency Commenters

(Scoping)

Last Name First Name Agency Letter Code Comment Number(s)
Cipriano Renee Illinois Environmental Protection Agency SS0007 30-3, 14-4, 9-11, 8-1, 3-15, 7-19

Hamer Steve Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources SS0001 29-5

Hamer Steve Illinois Dept. of Natural Resources SS0004 1-3, 2-3, 10-3, 12-1, 19-1, 23-1, 29-5

Martin Timothy Illinois Department of Transportation SS0005 1-4, 6-21, 23-9, 23-12, 23-47, 29-22

Nicol J. Bryan Indiana Dept. of Transportation SS0002 1-2

Nicol Bryan Indiana Dept. of Transportation SS0006 1-35, 1-57, 1-58, 23-3, 23-18

T. Grosboll Carolyn Ill. Nature Preserves Commission SS0003 10-3, 10-4, 10-5

Scoping Document
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport 1 January 2004
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List of Local Agency Commenters

(Scoping)

Last Name First Name Agency Letter Code Comment Number(s)
Baran Dennis J. Village of Peotone SL0040 2-2, 27-15

Browne William Village of Hazelcrest SL0058 29-30, 1-9

Bryant Rick South Suburban Airport Commission SL0007 1-9, 2-29, 1-32, 29-31, 1-33, 29-4

Bryant Rick South Suburban Airport Commission SL0010

Bryant Rick South Suburban Airport Commission SL0030 29-24

Bryant Rick South Suburban Airport Commission SL0039 1-9, 2-29, 1-32, 29-31, 1-33, 29-4

Cann Brian L. Will Township SL0024 1-12, 1-24, 1-11, 12-3, 9-1, 1-22, 1-23, 22-5, 1-25

Collens Aelsy Washington Township SL0004 2-1, 2-1, 6-5, 27-2, 27-3, 27-4

Collins Nelson Washington Township SL0054 27-2, 2-1, 6-5, 27-3, 27-4, 2-2

Daugherty James Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District SL0044 9-25

Daugherty James Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District SL0061 9-25

Deutsche Mary Ann Will County Board SL0052 1-26, 29-34

Deutsche W. Lee Will County Board SL0056 1-26, 2-31

Deutsche David E. Union Drainage District SL0064 9-27, 9-28, 6-25, 15-16, 5-4, 29-39

Einhorn Michael S. Village of Crete SL0036 2-18, 29-26, 29-27, 2-19, 1-31, 28-3, 29-28, 9-1, 4-
12, 22-8, 4-5, 4-2, 27-11, 2-22, 16-2, 27-3, 22-9, 2-

EWCCM Eastern Will County Council of Mayors SL0008 21-1, 4-2, 4-3, 27-6, 6-6, 9-1, 14-1, 25-1, 18-1, 10-
1, 18-2, 2-2, 2-4, 4-4

Gil Efraim Green Communities Project Stakeholders SL0026 29-21, 9-3, 9-1, 9-7, 3-1, 3-2, 27-3, 27-7, 19-3, 6-
17, 4-5, 6-1, 29-11, 29-21, 29-18

Good Timothy W. Forest Preserve District of Will County SL0022 3-7, 2-12, 6-15, 13-3

Hamann Bruce Will County Highway Commission SL0045 1-26, 29-33

Herrick Robert Will County CED SL0005 27-5, 29-2

Herrick Bob Will County CED SL0049 29-2, 27-5, 29-2

Howell Rich Kankakee County Soil and Water Conservation SL0031 9-2, 19-5, 9-14, 9-15, 9-5, 9-16, 9-17, 25-2, 9-3, 9-
18, 9-19, 14-1, 12-5

Karas Paul Chicago/Gary International Airport Authority SL0053 23-3, 1-2, 1-37, 27-9

Koehn Rodger A. Will County Farm Bureau SL0012 15-5, 9-1, 9-3, 9-4, 9-5, 14-1, 6-8, 15-6, 15-7, 15-8, 
21-2

Koehn Dennis Washington Township SL0042 27-2, 2-1, 6-5, 27-3, 27-4, 2-2, 9-1

Kruse Karl Kankakee County Board SL0037 29-30, 21-1, 9-2

Kwiatkowski Paul T. Will Township SL0011 1-5, 1-14, 1-16, 2-7, 6-7

Latz PE PPLS Sheldon C. Will County Dept. of Highways SL0068 23-44, 27-9, 27-11, 27-19, 27-20, 27-21, 27-22

Lindberg David Greater Rockford Transportation Coalition SL0016 22-2, 1-11, 3-5, 15-5, 5-2, 15-8, 11-1, 9-2, 14-2, 22-
3

Lohmann Paul Village of Beecher SL0035 27-2, 2-2, 2-17, 2-1, 2-10, 18-2, 3-6, 19-3, 19-6, 9-
1, 9-18, 4-1, 22-4

Mamoser Alan P. NE Illinois Planning Commission SL0065 2-25

May Henry Village of Monee SL0003 1-16, 22-11, 6-2, 27-23, 5-2, 1-11, 1-23, 15-8

Mayer Lois R. Monee Township Trustee SL0027 1-2, 1-26, 6-18, 9-1, 9-6, 24-17, 27-10

McCowan Al South Suburban Airport Commission SL0041 29-30, 29-32

McNulty Kevin Chicago Southland Chamber of Commerce SL0055 1-9, 29-30

Meyer Jerry K. Washington Township SL0013 27-3, 27-2, 27-24, 9-2, 2-1, 29-13, 2-2

Meyer Jerry Washington Township SL0048 27-3, 27-2, 9-2, 2-1, 29-13, 2-2
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Mikan Joseph L. Will County CED SL0009 1-14, 23-2, 16-1, 27-1, 4-2, 21-1

Mikan Joe Will County Board SL0038 1-14, 4-2, 4-3

Mikan Joseph L. Will County SL0066 1-5, 23-44

Molski Roger G. Village of Flossmoor SL0063 29-30, 1-14, 29-38

O'Brien Jr. AAE
Bruggeman

Robert W.
Kathy

Greater Rockford Airport Authority SL0071 1-50, 2-43

O'Connor Jeffery M. Kankakee County Soil and Water Conservation SL0033 9-2, 19-5, 9-14, 9-15, 9-5, 9-16, 9-17, 25-2, 9-3, 9-
18, 9-19, 14-1, 12-5

O'Donnell Timothy Village of Monee SL0034 1-26, 27-13, 9-1, 9-19, 9-5, 12-3, 7-6, 9-12, 1-29

Ogalla Robert Union Drainage District SL0060 15-14, 6-5, 29-37, 1-22, 15-8

Paesel Edward South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association SL0006 1-59, 1-60, 29-3

Paesel Ed South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association SL0047 29-3

Paige John NE Illinois Planning Commission SL0051 21-1, 4-2, 4-3, 6-6, 29-1, 18-2, 2-2, 2-4, 4-1

Pasteris Michael A. Forest Preserve District of Will County SL0023 29-14, 23-6, 3-7, 29-15, 4-6, 24-3, 11-2

Penn Algernon H. Village of University Park SL0057 29-30, 1-9

Ranfranz James E. NW Indiana Regional Planning Commission SL0025 2-20, 3-5, 6-16, 6-40, 7-5, 9-1, 9-2, 27-10, 27-11, 29-
18, 29-19, 29-20

Reils Richard Will South Cook SWCD SL0021 15-8, 9-2, 9-5, 9-6

RESERVED SL0002

RESERVED SL0018

RESERVED SL0062

RESERVED SL0070

Rudin Dan Village of Manteno SL0032 9-20, 27-10

Sanger M.J. Sanger Airport SL0028 1-11, 1-22, 1-23, 15-8, 14-2, 14-3, 6-19, 6-5, 2-13

Simon Verna SL0020

Singer Cory Will County Board SL0014 21-1, 4-2, 4-3, 21-3

Singer Cory Will County Board SL0059 21-3, 4-2, 6-19, 5-3, 29-34

Staehle William L. Chicago/Gary International Airport Authority SL0019 23-2, 1-19, 1-20, 2-11, 1-2, 1-11, 27-1, 27-9

Sygulla Richard SL0043 9-21, 9-22, 9-23, 9-24

Thomas Ron NE Illinois Planning Commission SL0029 21-3, 6-20, 2-16, 9-9, 3-5, 9-8, 25-1, 9-10, 9-11, 9-
1, 19-4, 18-3, 9-12, 9-13, 29-23, 15-10, 15-11, 28-1, 

Village of Crete Village of Crete SL0017 2-18, 29-26, 29-27, 2-19, 1-31, 28-3, 29-28, 9-1, 4-
12, 22-8, 4-5, 4-2, 27-11, 2-22, 22-8, 16-2, 27-3, 22-

Warner AICP Tyson Will County Land Use Department SL0069 4-8, 4-9, 4-10, 9-43, 15-10, 23-8, 28-2

Woods Margie Will County Board SL0001 4-1, 5-1, 6-1, 9-1, 10-1, 10-2, 14-1, 15-1, 18-1, 25-
1, 27-1, 29-1

Woods Margie Will County Board SL0050 4-1, 5-1, 6-1, 9-1, 10-1, 10-2, 14-1, 15-1, 18-1, 25-
1, 27-1, 29-1

Woods Margie Will Township SL0067 21-7, 23-44

Young Chief Peotone Fire Protection District SL0015 23-5, 21-2, 15-6, 6-9, 6-10, 6-11, 6-12, 30-1, 30-2, 
23-2

Zajakala Stella Will Township SL0046 15-2, 6-2, 6-3, 6-4
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Acker Richard SP0130 2-11, 9-2, 23-7, 23-8
Acker Richard H. SP0108 1-26, 1-11, 2-11, 7-2, 9-2, 9-3, 10-3, 11-1, 23-7, 23-8
Adrian D SP0093 1-21
Albrecht Robert H. SP0020 1-22, 1-12
Aman Arthur SP0030 1-17
Anczer
Anczer

Stephen
Karen

SP0167 9-38, 9-39, 9-40, 10-10, 12-10, 23-30

Arms Lois SP0119 1-12, 15-3
Arms Lois SP0156
Armstrong Katherine SP0172 1-22, 1-26, 1-39, 1-46, 2-35, 2-38, 3-10, 6-1, 7-16, 7-

17, 15-20, 23-35, 24-16
Armstrong
Armstrong

Chuck 
Pat

SP0044 1-11, 1-26, 15-3

Attachuler Marilyn SP0102 1-26
Barsotti Ed SP0164 29-49
Behun Mary A. SP0036 2-5
Bettenhausen Rodney SP0052 1-26, 1-11, 1-22, 15-3
Bialon Royce R. SP0024 10-6
Birmingham Brian SP0126 1-28
Birmingham Brian SP0175 1-22, 1-39, 6-26, 7-18, 29-57
Blane Nancy SP0015 1-12
Blunk Dan SP0069 1-6, 1-8, 1-22
Bolus George SP0153 1-9, 23-11
Book John SP0073 1-21
Brafman Mr. & Mrs. F. SP0103 1-26
Brongel Alex E. SP0082 1-21
Brown Michael A. SP0053 1-11
Brown Michael A. SP0188 1-11
Brubaker
Fisk

Kevin
Shannon

SP0178 1-39, 1-48, 1-49, 1-50, 1-51, 1-52, 1-53, 1-54, 2-30, 2-
37, 2-39, 2-40, 2-41, 2-42, 23-37, 23-38, 23-39, 23-40, 
23-41, 23-42, 26-1, 27-19

Budzinski Ted SP0118 1-26, 24-4
Burnett Jeff SP0090 1-21
Carlisle Rob SP0095 1-21
Carter Bob SP0007 3-4, 23-4, 29-67
Carter Bob SP0121 3-4, 23-4
Cassin Karen SP0127 1-27
Cayer Arlene SP0039 1-6
Chan
Chan

Sonja
Wallace

SP0046 24-2

Childress Benjamin F. SP0033 1-12, 2-8, 15-4
Cully Jim SP0094 1-21
Daniel John P. SP0100 1-21
Darin Jack SP0125 7-3, 9-3, 15-1
Darin Jack SP0165 2-35, 5-6, 7-3, 7-11, 7-12, 7-13, 9-3, 9-31, 9-32, 9-33, 

9-34, 9-35, 9-36, 9-37, 10-9, 12-8, 12-9, 13-7, 14-5, 23-
27, 23-28, 23-29, 27-18, 29-50, 29-51

Davis Dr. Michael SP0019 1-8
Davis Richard R. SP0060 1-18
DeWitt Rosemarie SP0150 9-3, 9-7, 9-11, 15-19
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Dieringer Charles SP0145 2-28
Dieringer Charles SP0148 9-29
Dieringer Charles SP0154 7-10
Dieringer Charles SP0157 9-1
Doctor Bert SP0120 22-6, 23-11
Drwal Mike SP0097 1-21
Erath Jeremy E. SP0074 1-21
Farmer Dan SP0081 1-21
Farr Thomas R. SP0051 1-17, 2-5
Fiebelkorn
Fiebelkorn

Jon 
Gina

SP0017 7-2, 9-2, 17-1, 24-2

Foster Mykelin SP0085 1-21
Foster Sandra SP0143 1-26, 1-11, 6-23
Freberg Leland L. SP0186 1-11, 1-22, 1-26, 2-35, 2-36
Gallagher James E. SP0032 1-6
Garry Christopher E. SP0083 1-21
Gaspero Tony 

Cheri
SP0048 1-11, 27-1

Gilkerson Chris SP0087 1-21
Gottwald Warren SP0176 1-26, 1-47, 2-32, 2-35, 2-36, 6-34, 22-10, 23-3, 29-58

Graves Bob SP0138 2-13
Graves Robert W. SP0066 1-11, 1-12, 2-13
Graves Robert W. SP0190 29-53
Green Aina SP0158 1-40, 24-8
Greene Aina SP0131 2-11, 15-12, 24-2
Greene Aina SP0171 1-26, 1-34, 1-45, 6-31, 6-32
Grimm Gaylyn SP0173 3-11, 5-7, 5-9, 6-33, 9-36, 10-11, 18-4, 27-3
Grimshaw Jacqulyn D. SP0189 23-31, 29-54, 13-8, 1-35, 2-14, 23-32, 23-16, 2-37, 23-

33, 23-19, 1-43, 7-15, 1-44, 5-7, 9-1, 9-3, 1-31
Guinomd Jeff SP0098 1-21
Hafner Jr. Sherman R. SP0116 15-9
Harnack M.D. K. SP0054 1-8
Heinrich Gerald SP0177 3-12, 3-13, 3-14, 23-36
Heisner Koreen SP0161 1-6, 1-38, 2-32, 15-17, 29-40
Henea Jr. Marcus W. SP0080 1-21
Heusner Lee SP0065 1-8
Hipchen Karl SP0031 1-8
Huff Jake SP0071 1-21
Joseph Thomas A. SP0114 1-9, 1-10
Joseph Thomas H. SP0001 1-9, 1-10, 6-38, 6-39
June Steve SP0055 1-26, 24-2
Kalcsics Elaine SP0040 2-9
Karczewski Joan SP0107 15-8
Kelly Eileen SP0008 1-26
Kohnke Robert SP0099 1-21
Koshler Frank SP0004 1-9, 27-1
Kowley Kevin SP0075 1-21
Kreske Patricia SP0067 24-2
Krupa John A. SP0124 1-11, 13-5
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Landl Karl SP0038 1-26, 2-5
Langsdorf Martyl SP0026 1-8, 15-4
Leick Barbara SP0142 29-29
Leslie Kurt SP0006 24-1
Level Michael J. SP0078 1-21
Lindberg David SP0135 1-8, 1-11, 1-12, 1-22, 1-26, 2-23
Luebbe Scott SP0041 15-3
Luebbe Scott SP0104 1-11, 2-14
MacNeil Kay SP0016 1-26, 1-12
Malawski
Malawski

Fred 
Georgia

SP0034 1-17, 2-5

Marcellis Kelly SP0077 1-21
Mark Dr. Robert SP0010 3-1, 3-2, 4-5, 7-1, 9-3, 9-7, 19-1, 27-7, 29-11, 29-21, 

29-1, 27-3, 10-1, 9-1, 23-1
Mark Dr. Robert SP0137 9-3, 9-7, 29-21
Martin
Martin

Elaine
Lad

SP0181 1-22, 5-10, 6-35, 15-21, 23-43, 29-62

Mayne Roger SP0058 1-26
McArthur Patrick SP0049 24-2
McCoppin Bob SP0035
McDonald Robert L. SP0042 1-6
McElligott
McElligott

Walter 
Joan

SP0047 6-13

McKay D.V.M. Daniel E. SP0018 1-12
McNeil R. SP0063 1-26, 2-1, 9-2, 3-16, 5-2, 15-13, 6-3, 10-4, 10-5, 10-11
Medhurst R.C. SP0056 7-3, 7-4
Medina Louis C. SP0079 1-21
Melik Adele SP0014 1-22, 15-4
Metzger Janice SP0187 23-31, 29-54, 13-8, 1-35, 2-14, 23-32, 23-16, 2-37, 23-

33, 23-19, 1-43, 7-15, 1-44, 5-7, 9-1, 9-3, 1-31
Meyers-Hafner Ellen SP0115 1-26, 1-11, 2-14, 2-15, 1-56
Meyers-Hafner Ellen SP0155 29-46
Michaels Sherri SP0132 22-7
Mielcarz Anthony SP0128 1-11, 1-26
Moran Dennis SP0101 1-21
Mullady Ed SP0117 1-27, 23-10
O'Brien Sandy SP0174 1-2, 7-4, 7-6, 9-1, 12-9, 14-1, 15-1
Obrochin Christopher SP0076 1-21
Ochsenfeld Maureen SP0136 1-11, 1-22, 2-10, 2-26, 12-6, 14-2, 14-3, 15-4, 15-8, 23-

15
Ochsenfeld
Ogalla

George 
Judy

SP0182 1-22, 1-26

Ochsenfeld
Ogalla

George
Judy

SP0105 1-11, 1-20, 1-36, 23-15, 23-20, 23-21, 23-22, 23-23, 29-
35, 29-36

Ogorzalek Ken SP0028 1-6
Olson Eileen SP0146 1-26, 24-6
Ostrowetin Richard SP0168 1-2, 3-8, 3-9, 7-14, 9-3, 9-35, 9-41, 9-42, 25-3
Paariberg Ralph SP0160 6-24, 6-26, 9-26, 15-15, 21-4, 24-5
Palermo Jr. Joe SP0139 23-5
Paul Richard H. SP0027 1-6, 1-12
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Pearman Dewey F. SP0106 1-2, 1-8, 29-7
Potaczek Steve J. SP0009 9-2
Potrczek Steve SP0123 9-2, 9-4, 25-4
Powers James H. SP0043
Rachner Glenn SP0070 29-16
Rademacher John SP0169 1-11, 1-22, 1-26, 1-41, 1-42, 6-28, 6-36, 6-37, 9-1, 11-

3, 13-4, 15-3, 15-4, 21-6, 24-9, 27-17, 29-63, 29-64
Randall Joanne SP0163 1-39, 2-34, 5-3, 5-5, 21-5, 23-25, 24-6, 24-7, 24-10, 24-

11, 24-12, 24-13, 24-14, 29-42, 29-43, 29-44, 29-45, 
29-47, 29-48

Rayson Anthony SP0012 1-11, 1-22, 2-14
Rayson Anthony SP0144 1-11, 1-22, 2-14
Rayson Anthony R. SP0023 23-46
Rellis Charles SP0112 1-18, 29-17
Rellis Delia 

Lelia
SP0111 15-1

Rellis-Birmingham Gina SP0110 1-8
RESERVED SP0159
RESERVED SP0183
RESERVED SP0185
Rizzuto Chris SP0091 1-21
Rogers James SP0061 1-8, 1-26
Sala Don SP0068 1-26, 9-3
Schlottman Justin SP0084 1-21
Schultz Keith SP0086 1-21
Sharp H.D. SP0166 1-22, 1-26, 1-42, 5-2, 6-30, 18-1, 27-1, 29-52
Smith Dawn SP0170 1-26, 2-35, 5-8, 15-4, 23-34, 24-15, 29-55, 29-56
Smith Wendell SP0179 1-22, 1-42, 29-59
Smolek Timothy SP0072 1-21
Speiclar Ben SP0088 1-21
Spomar Jr. John SP0122 9-1, 9-7
Spomar Jr. DBA John SP0013 9-4
Stojak Frank SP0057 1-11, 24-2
Street Margaret SP0050 1-26, 9-2
Stuart Barbara SP0109 1-11, 1-22, 7-4, 9-4, 15-1, 15-3, 1-55
Sturges Barbara SP0062 6-14
Sturges Barbara SP0141 10-8, 15-1, 15-8
Sweeney Jim SP0184 1-6, 7-5, 9-5, 23-28
Sweeney Jim SP0191 23-28, 23-28, 7-5, 9-5, 1-6
Thomka Michael SP0025 3-4
Tobin Jim SP0022 1-26, 1-12, 1-13
Toeppen
Toeppen

David
Rachel

SP0029 1-6, 1-26, 1-12

Trepanier Lionel SP0151 2-14, 7-9
Van Eynde Brad SP0096 1-21
Verduin Jim SP0133 1-26, 9-1, 9-3, 10-6, 25-1
Vloedman
Sturges

Sallie
Al

SP0021 27-7, 27-8

Wamons Susan SP0180 1-26, 3-10, 7-4, 9-1, 15-8, 29-60, 29-61
Weidner Gloria SP0152 1-11, 1-12, 15-4
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Welzien Jason SP0092 1-21
Wendt William SP0134 1-11, 1-31, 2-14, 2-18
Wendt William SP0149 2-33
Wendt JR. William F. SP0002 29-9
Werner Claude H. SP0113 3-5, 7-2, 9-2, 11-1, 13-4, 15-1
Wesolowski Ken SP0011 1-6
Westerberg Harry SP0037 1-17, 1-26
Wiezik Andy SP0089 1-21
Wilson Gordon SP0003 1-18, 1-22, 2-6, 29-66
Wilson Gordon SP0147 1-11
Wilson Gordon N. SP0129 1-18, 1-22, 2-6
Wolter Fred SP0140 1-8, 1-11
Wood Susan H. SP0045 1-11, 15-3
Zirzow Linda SP0162 1-11, 1-26, 6-27, 6-28, 6-29, 9-3, 9-5, 12-7, 15-18, 18-

1, 29-41
Zumer AIA Andrew J. SP0059 2-9

SP0005 29-10
SP0064 1-26, 9-2
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1-1 Comment 

RESERVED 
  
 Letter Codes 

 
  
  

1-2 Comment 
Gary/Chicago Airport must be fully and completely considered as part of any proposed airport 
planning process in the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0019 SL0027 SL0053 SP0106 SP0168 SP0174 SS0002 
  
  

1-3 Comment 
The Dept. of Natural Resources agrees with the conclusions of the Tier 1 DEIS regarding land 
acquisition for the inaugural and ultimate alternatives that they will have no impacts on DOT 
Section 303(c) and Section 6(f) lands, biotic communities, endangered and threatened 
species, wetlands and floodplains. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0004 
  
  

1-4 Comment 
Governor Blagojevich has stated that he believes South Suburban Airport should be built for a 
number of reasons:  First, we believe that there's a demonstrated need for this airport, even 
with the eventual completion of the OMP, even when Midway reaches its capacity, even with 
the expansion of service to Rockford, and even with he proposed improvements to Gary-
Chicago.  Once there is an agreement on projections of landings and take-offs, we believe 
that greater interest will be shown by a number of people, organizations, and the airline 
industry. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0005 
  
  

1-5 Comment 
I come before you as a supporter of increasing the aviation capacity of the Chicago region, 
both through expansion of Chicago O'Hare and the building of the planned Will County South 
Suburban Airport. 
Our region, and Will County in particular, are experiencing tremendous population growth.  In 
fact, Will County will become the second most populous county in Illinois by 2025.  The 
proposed airport is needed sooner rather than later to accommodate the aviation needs of the 
region.  The IDOT forecasts that by 2010, the region demand for air travel will increase by 
17.8 million passengers.  It is appropriate and timely to prepare now and build this inaugural 
airport before the surge in demand comes at the end of the decade. 
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Let me reiterate, I fully support the building of the Will County regional south suburban airport, 
locally led by Will County in partnership with the FAA, IDOT and all interested parties. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0001 SF0007 SL0011 SL0066 
  
  

1-6 Comment 
The Peotone Airport does not exist.  The GCA does exist and is operational.  This makes it 
the logical choice to fill the current and future needs of the Chicago Market.  Bringing a fully 
functional Peotone Airport could require a billion dollars to replicate the infrastructure that 
already stands at the GCA. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0003 SP0011 SP0027 SP0028 SP0029 SP0032 SP0039 SP0042 SP0069 SP0161 
SP0184 SP0191 

  
  

1-7 Comment 
The issue of Peotone and low density must be realized.  In the GCA market area, there are 
1.5 million residents closer to GCA than to Midway and 2.7 million closer to GCA than to 
O'Hare, both figures are excluding the downtown Chicago area.  The Peotone market area 
cannot compare to this. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0003 
  
  

1-8 Comment 
The Gary/Chicago IA is currently growing and positioned to expand its service.  Any move to 
add a fourth airport to the region would be redundant and wasteful for taxpayers and the 
environment. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0005 SP0019 SP0026 SP0031 SP0054 SP0061 SP0065 SP0069 SP0106 SP0110 
SP0135 SP0140 

  
  

1-9 Comment 
The concept of the 3rd airport is supported and will be a major economic tool.  It will bring 
jobs, continue housing growth, broaden the commercial base, and generate tax dollars to 
invest in schools. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0007 SL0039 SL0055 SL0057 SL0058 SP0001 SP0004 SP0114 SP0153 
  
  

1-10 Comment 
This airport will have a twofold impact, bringing opportunity to the south suburbs and ensuring 
Will County’s continued strength. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0001 SP0114 

  
  

1-11 Comment 
Consider the fact that there are already four woefully underutilized airports ringing 
Chicagoland, in Rockford, Milwaukee, Gary, and Kankakee.  There is no need for another 
airport, and expanding O'Hare and reopening Miegs should be your first priorities! 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0003 SL0016 SL0019 SL0024 SL0028 SP0012 SP0044 SP0045 SP0048 SP0052 SP0053 
SP0057 SP0066 SP0104 SP0105 SP0108 SP0109 SP0115 SP0124 SP0128 SP0134 
SP0135 SP0136 SP0140 SP0143 SP0144 SP0147 SP0152 SP0162 SP0169 SP0186 
SP0188 

  
  

1-12 Comment 
If the market demand is not present, there is no reason for moving forward with Peotone 
Airport.  It will only use taxpayers’ money. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0024 SP0015 SP0016 SP0018 SP0020 SP0022 SP0027 SP0029 SP0033 SP0066 
SP0119 SP0135 SP0152 

  
  

1-13 Comment 
National Taxpayers United of Illinois (NTU) opposes any use of taxpayer funds for the 
proposed South Suburban Airport in Peotone. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0022 
  
  

1-14 Comment 
Aviation demand in our region continues to grow.  We believe that delaying the airport 
construction further would be a detriment to the region and the country. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0009 SL0011 SL0038 SL0063 
  
  

1-15 Comment 
RESERVED 

  
 Letter Codes 

 
  

1-16 Comment 
I am against the building of an inaugural one-runway airport here in Will Township.  If all that 
is needed is a one-runway airport, I suggest expansion of the Greater Kankakee Airport. 
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 Letter Codes 
SL0003 SL0011 

  
  

1-17 Comment 
I think that building a new airport near Peotone would be the biggest boondoggle in the history 
of U.S. commercial aviation. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0030 SP0034 SP0037 SP0051 
  
  

1-18 Comment 
Do we need another airport and is this the best place for it? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0003 SP0060 SP0112 SP0129 
  
  

1-19 Comment 
Provide detailed information about the process which is proposed to be used in the Tier 2 EIS 
scope of work to provide sufficient information to justify the purpose and need for the 
development of a new airport and to define the area which will be served by this airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0019 
  
  

1-20 Comment 
What are the demand forecasts for Peotone?  How and why are they different than GCA, 
which were sanctioned by the FAA?  How can forecasts for GCA be less than published 
forecasts for Peotone when GCA population and business concentrations are more dense, 
closer to ground access and 10 miles closer to the Chicago Loop? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0019 SP0105 
  
  

1-21 Comment 
This airport will have no environmental effect.  Please build it. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0071 SP0072 SP0073 SP0074 SP0075 SP0076 SP0077 SP0078 SP0079 SP0080 
SP0081 SP0082 SP0083 SP0084 SP0085 SP0086 SP0087 SP0088 SP0089 SP0090 
SP0091 SP0092 SP0093 SP0094 SP0095 SP0096 SP0097 SP0098 SP0099 SP0100 
SP0101 

  
  

1-22 Comment 
The major airlines have not ever indicated that they will ever use this facility, if built. 
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 Letter Codes 
SL0024 SL0028 SL0060 SP0003 SP0012 SP0014 SP0020 SP0052 SP0069 SP0109 SP0129 
SP0135 SP0136 SP0144 SP0166 SP0169 SP0172 SP0175 SP0179 SP0181 SP0182 
SP0186 

  
  

1-23 Comment 
The record thus far that IDOT has for building flourishing, thriving, profitable airports (i.e. Mid-
America) is evidence enough not to trust their capability for long-range planning for air 
capacity. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0003 SL0024 SL0028 
  
  

1-24 Comment 
All data thus far has been promoted by pro-airport politicians and their special interest groups 
that have been hired to manufacture false data from which comprised forecasts have been 
made.  The only people you will appease will be the politicians.  Real people will lose. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0024 
  
  

1-25 Comment 
The General Accounting Office in a published report (GAO-02-997R) discusses their annual 
appraisal of Essential Air Services and cites parameters for building airports.  The proposed 
SSA does not even come close to qualifying under EAS guidelines. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0024 
  
  

1-26 Comment 
I (we) oppose the Peotone Airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0027 SL0034 SL0045 SL0052 SL0056 SP0008 SP0016 SP0022 SP0029 SP0037 SP0038 
SP0044 SP0050 SP0052 SP0055 SP0058 SP0061 SP0063 SP0064 SP0068 SP0102 
SP0103 SP0108 SP0115 SP0118 SP0128 SP0133 SP0135 SP0143 SP0146 SP0162 
SP0166 SP0169 SP0170 SP0171 SP0172 SP0176 SP0180 SP0182 SP0186 

  
  

1-27 Comment 
The people who care about seeing some areas remain with some semblance of 
environmental integrity will be hurt by a third airport near Peotone. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0117 SP0127 
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1-28 Comment 
I wish to quote Senator Peter Fitzgerald and Congressman Jesse Jackson Jr.  If the O'Hare 
expansion goes ahead, there is no need for an airport in Peotone. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0126 
  
  

1-29 Comment 
People in the northern suburbs of Chicago should not be allowed to push for SSA as a motive 
to stop the expansion of O'Hare.  

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0034 
  
  

1-30 Comment 
Over the last decade and a half, the lack of air capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan area, and 
its negative impact on our nation's air transportation system and environment, has been 
recognized and debated at length.  As the Member of Congress representing Lake County, 
Indiana, the Gary/Chicago International Airport, my constituents and I have played an active 
role in that debate. 
I am a supporter of increased airport capacity in the Chicago Metropolitan area.  Air 
congestion is a regional problem, not just a Chicago or an Illinois problem.  It demands a 
regional answer. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0005 
  
  

1-31 Comment 
Designing beyond a four parallel configured airport is a needless waste of time and effort and 
deserves to be justified by the State.  Reconsider the full buildout in favor of a more realistic 
approach. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 SP0134 SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

1-32 Comment 
SSA must be designed to be a long-term aviation asset for the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0007 SL0039 
  
  

1-33 Comment 
The purpose and need, as well as the scope, for this project should reflect three time periods:  
One, in near terms the delivery of the airport by 2008; two, mid term, the ability for the airport 
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to assume a greater percentage of the Chicago region's traffic demand if and when O'Hare 
and or Midway reach congestion levels; and three, land-banking for an expanded airport when 
the region needs additional runways. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0007 SL0039 
  
  

1-34 Comment 
The Chicago Metro area is facing a severe air traffic capacity shortage.  The growing demand 
that has been placed on O'Hare and Midway has stretched the resources at those facilities to 
their limits.  As capacity has become maximized at those facilities, the Gary/Chicago IA, 
located only 25 miles from downtown Chicago, in Gary, Indiana, has played an increasingly 
valuable role in delivering passenger and cargo service to the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0005 SP0171 
  
  

1-35 Comment 
When the need for a new airport is based on a regional capacity demands, the study of the 
various regional components cannot be studied separately, but must be studied together in 
detail with current data.  Since the Tier 1 EIS, expansion at O'Hare is no longer conceptual, 
and must be included in the analysis of the South Suburban Airport environmental documents. 
The analysis still relies on data from the Chicago Airport Capacity Study from 1986 and the 
Illinois-Indiana Regional Airport study.  This information was collected in 1991, and is now 2 
years older than when we first commented on the outdated qualities of the data.  The State of 
Indiana continues to object to the use of old data in the Tier 1 EIS and the lack of thorough 
investigation of whether existing facilities can meet future capacity requirements.  This 
thorough assessment of need must now be included in the Tier 2 study. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 SS0006 
  
  

1-36 Comment 
Coach USA Airport Express (formerly Tri State Airport Services) has discontinued bus service 
from Matteson, Illinois to O'Hare and Midway, due to lack of passengers.  Prior to September 
11, 2001, they intended to discontinue service for the same reason, but were cajoled by south 
suburban business interests into continuing operations, but were eventually forced to stop by 
the lack of demand.  This information can be verified by calling Coach USA at (312) 374-7200.  
Matteson is ten miles NORTH of the proposed airport and there is not sufficient demand to 
keep an airport shuttle service in operation.  Obviously, there is not the demand that IDOT's 
politically influenced and highly questionable consultants report in their studies. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0105 
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1-37 Comment 
How will the purpose and need be defined and how will the definition of service area be 
arrived at? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0053 
  
  

1-38 Comment 
It is high time that you and your associates realize that new airports are built on the needs of 
aviation and NOT politics or jobs. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0161 
  
  

1-39 Comment 
The state would demonstrate a need for the airport even with expansion of O'Hare, full use of 
Midway, expansion of Rockford airport and improvement at Gary.  When is enough enough? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 SP0172 SP0175 SP0178 
  
  

1-40 Comment 
We do not need the airports.  We're not going to need them because of changing technology. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0158 
  
  

1-41 Comment 
Whatever this new group of private promoters calls itself, it is certainly not an impartial 
government agency with authority to acquire lands foe an airport.  What this says to me is that 
there is clearly no public convenience, necessity or public use for taking or threatening to take 
private lands for an airport in Peotone, and, because this is true, the EIS process should be 
terminated and abandoned. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0169 
  
  

1-42 Comment 
An Airport at Peotone will most likely end up a very costly and un-needed, un-wanted White 
Elephant such as the one near Mascoutah, IL. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0166 SP0169 SP0179 
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1-43 Comment 
The airline industry is also very competitive and difficult to enter, therefore it is unlikely that 
any new air carriers will enter the market and set-up as the main tenant for a new south 
suburban airport, especially since all the major air carriers, including American and United, 
and two of the successful discount carriers, Southwest and ATA, already have such a strong 
presence in the region and are financially committed to O'Hare and Midway. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

1-44 Comment 
The purpose of the Inaugural Airport is clearly to attract air traffic that is currently using the 
Gary Airport, or that could be attracted to Gary in the future.  The result of the Inaugural 
Airport would, therefore, reduce the viability of an existing airport in a minority community that 
is working hard to build a job base with their airport as a key component.  Most low income or 
minority residents in Illinois, and all of the residents of Indiana, would be closer to future jobs 
at the Gary Airport then at the Inaugural Airport.  The use of federal resources to undermine 
the existing Gary Airport in favor of the Inaugural Airport would, therefore, appear to be 
another breach of environmental justice law and policy. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

1-45 Comment 
Their flying needs will be seasonal and sporadic; and when they do fly they will continue to 
use full-service airports such as O'Hare and Midway instead of one that offers an "Inaugural" 
schedule. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0171 
  
  

1-46 Comment 
Surface travel is easier to secure, can be used in almost all kinds of weather and is more 
energy efficient. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0172 
  
  

1-47 Comment 
I, as well as hundreds of other residents, advise that this airport is ill conceived and should be 
abandoned immediately in order that fair market value to the real estate can be returned. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0176 
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1-48 Comment 
ELPC is concerned that the purpose and need for the proposed action is not well articulated in 
the scoping document.  We offer substantive suggestions on how an appropriate purpose and 
needs statement should be drafted, and we call on the FAA to issue a draft purpose and 
needs statement for public review. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

1-49 Comment 
The FAA's scoping document does not clearly state what purpose and need is being filled by 
the proposed action.  Because the purpose and needs statement is so critical to the NEPA 
review process, we request that the FAA draft its purpose and needs statement and seek 
public comments on this statement before proceeding to the analysis. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

1-50 Comment 
The fundamental question that the FAA should confront in the Tier II EIS is whether there 
actually is demand for additional long-distance travel capacity in the greater Chicago Region 
and, if so, what the most environmentally and economically sensible way to satisfy that 
demand is.  If the FAA demonstrates that there is unmet long-distance travel demand is the 
greater Chicago region, the purpose and need statement must be sufficiently broad to allow 
for a rigorous and objective exploration of all reasonable alternatives (including a broad range 
of management options, transportation modes, and improvements to existing transportation 
facilities) to meet this need. 
In other words, the purpose and needs statement should read as follows: the purpose of the 
proposed action is to provide the travel capacity needed to meet the projected long-distance 
travel demand of the greater Chicago region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0071 SP0178 
  
  

1-51 Comment 
The FAA's scoping document, unfortunately, defines the purpose and need for the project too 
narrowly. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  

1-52 Comment 
The scoping document states that "the proposed action is needed to serve supplemental 
demand for air carrier, special and general cargo and general and corporate aviation use 
within the south suburban area of the greater Chicago region." We see two possible meanings 
of this statement, both of which raise problems: 
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a. The purpose and need to could be construed to mean that region-wide demand for air 
service should be met only through a facility located in the south suburban area of greater 
Chicago.  If this interpretation is correct, then the need statement illegally excludes alternative 
ways of meeting a region-wide need if such alternatives are not located in the south suburban 
area.  

 b. The need statement could also be construed to mean that there is a local, south suburban 
demand for additional air capacity.  If this interpretation is correct, then the Tier II EIS is 
proposing to meet a fundamentally different need than that proposed by the Tier I EIS, whose 
justification for action was growth of airport demand in the Chicago region.  This localized 
south suburban need was never discussed in the Tier I purpose and needs statement, and no 
quantification of this alleged need was provided in the EIS. The Tier II EIS must therefore 
quantify travel demand and explain why additional capacity (e.g., beyond that provided by 
Gary, Midway, and O'Hare) for the south-suburban area is required. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

1-53 Comment 
The scoping document states that the purpose of the proposed action "is to satisfy the need to 
provide supplemental facilities to meet existing and anticipated demands for air carrier(s)...." 
This artificially constrains the consideration of alternatives by specifying that the purpose is to 
provide "supplemental facilities" - a needless constraint that would appear to eliminate from 
consideration the use of existing facilities such as Gary Airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

1-54 Comment 
The FAA has already reduced its estimate of air travel demand in Chicago for the year 2015 
by 4.5%.  Moreover, these revised Terminal Area Forecasts "do not fully reflect the ongoing 
structural changes occurring within the aviation industry or the war in Iraq" (FAA web site).  
We note that this "structural change" includes the bankruptcy of Chicago's largest carrier, 
United Airlines. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

1-55 Comment 
To argue of delays at O'Hare is ridiculous.  Delays are due to weather conditions 90% of the 
time.  If anyone thinks the weather in Peotone is any better, then they should spend a winter 
out here. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0109 
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1-56 Comment 
Why do we need another airport if the busiest travel day in over two years occurred without 
delays? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0115 
  
  

1-57 Comment 
The State of Indiana has consistently stated that the need for the so-called SSA has not been 
adequately established.  These comments are centered on the fact that current and planned 
development at existing airports in the region (Gary/Chicago, O'Hare, & Midway) have not 
been sufficiently studied to determine if changes in these facilities can alone handle the air 
travel demands of the region.  This has become even more apparent as progress on the 
O'Hare Modernization program since the publication of the Tier 1 EIS (FEIS) for the SSA 
makes some basic assumptions in the alternatives section of the Tier 1 FEIS obsolete. 
However, if this study is continued in light of such discrepancies existing about its purpose 
and need, the study must address and eliminate any negative impacts on existing airport 
facilities including the Gary/Chicago Airport.  Preliminary analysis demonstrates that this 
project will directly and negatively impact the airspace for future operation at existing facilities 
such as the Gary/Chicago Airport, and this fact must be addressed and remedied before any 
approval should be given to a SSA. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0006 
  
  

1-58 Comment 
"Tier 1 EIS Section 3.2.1.4, Pg 3-10" - While the demand for air transportation services in 
projected to continue its growth in the greater Chicago region, few plans exist for providing 
additional airport capacity.  Of the airports in the greater Chicago region, including O'Hare, 
Midway, and Gary/Chicago Airport, airfield capacity projects are only being considered at 
O'Hare. 
This statement is now inaccurate.  Expansion projects at Gary/Chicago are currently under 
environmental review, with an approved ALP already in place.  In addition, a feasibility study 
(01-AGL-404-NRA) has been performed for future, substantial capacity enhancements.  This 
expansion must be addressed in the Tier 2 analysis of the South Suburban Airport project in 
order for the purpose and need to be defendable. 
As with the improvements being developed for the Gary/Chicago Airport, the TIER 1 EIS for 
the South Suburban Airport did not include these developments at O'Hare because they were 
at a preliminary stage when the study was completed. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0006 
  
  

1-59 Comment 
The Association [South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association] has long supported the 
development of the SSA near University Park as the best way to provide additional air 
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capacity to serve the rapidly growing and long established communities in the Southland as a 
supplemental facility to O'Hare and Midway airports. 
We believe that Environmental Studies previously conducted by both the state of Illinois and 
the FAA have clearly shown that the SSA can be developed to meet the stated purpose and 
need and do so in an environmentally sound manner, 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0006 
  
  

1-60 Comment 
The proposed facilities can be developed within the airport footprint outlined by the State of 
Illinois and currently under active acquisition by the state using funds appropriated by the 
General Assembly over the past 4 years.  this can be done in a manner that will minimize and 
mitigate any impacts anticipated, while at the same time providing much needed aviation 
capacity for the Southland and the entire Chicago metropolitan region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0006 
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2-1 Comment 

Move runways more to the North. 
  
 Letter Codes 

SL0004 SL0013 SL0035 SL0042 SL0048 SL0054 SP0063 
  
  

2-2 Comment 
Maximum of four runways for the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0008 SL0013 SL0035 SL0040 SL0042 SL0048 SL0051 SL0054 
  
  

2-3 Comment 
The Will County site is the preferred alternative. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0004 
  
  

2-4 Comment 
The size of the airport should be based on demand factors. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0008 SL0051 
  
  

2-5 Comment 
I am a firm believer of the Gary/Chicago International Airport (GCA). 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0003 SP0034 SP0036 SP0038 SP0051 
  
  

2-6 Comment 
If in fact, an additional Chicago airport should become necessary in the future, another 
location should be chosen. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0003 SP0129 
  
  

2-7 Comment 
Build the total seven runway SSA as a model of a modern secure airport or expand the 
Greater Kankakee Airport or do nothing in this area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0011 
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2-8 Comment 
If anything Midway should extend runways to handle 767, MD-11s, etc., and that would be 
more then enough. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0033 
  
  

2-9 Comment 
I am in favor of the Peotone airport and against the O'Hare expansion. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0040 SP0059 
  
  

2-10 Comment 
We would like to have the second and third runways built to the north of the first runway and 
the fourth runway be built south of the first runway.  This phasing pattern reduces flyovers of 
existing homes. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0035 SP0136 
  
  

2-11 Comment 
Provide detailed information about the process which is proposed to be used in the Tier 2 EIS 
scope of work to provide a detailed evaluation of the alternative to use other existing airports. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0019 SP0108 SP0130 SP0131 
  
  

2-12 Comment 
Improve the alternative analysis section. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0022 
  
  

2-13 Comment 
I would urge your department to check out the progress of the tilt-rotor program. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0028 SP0066 SP0138 
  
  

2-14 Comment 
I heavily support and endorse the use of high speed trains, such as the mag-lev concept.  This 
would help displace a huge percentage of the existing users of the existing air travel facilities. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0012 SP0104 SP0115 SP0134 SP0144 SP0151 SP0187 SP0189 

  
  

2-15 Comment 
Using technology to reconfigure the airspace above the Chicagoland area will also help to 
increase flight capacity in this region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0115 
  
  

2-16 Comment 
It should be made clear that the EIS process is noted locked into one precise layout 
alternative. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

2-17 Comment 
Passenger demand will be affected by the expansion of O'Hare and new replacement 
forecasts will probably verify our assumption that six runways are no longer needed.  The 
elimination of the south runway in the six runway configuration would also reduce the 
detrimental effects of flyovers of our community. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0035 
  
  

2-18 Comment 
The six runway plan in the current configuration is too large. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 SP0134 
  
  

2-19 Comment 
Using verifiable observed information from existing airports across the country, determine the 
maximum number of commercial operations that can be accommodated by a specific runway 
configuration within operational constraints.  When the number of operations is determined, 
project the maximum number of passengers based upon historic load factors.  Developing 
these numbers can then be loosely tied to the population of the greater metro area to help 
determine how much urban growth has to take place before the capacity is in danger of being 
exceeded. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 
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2-20 Comment 
Northwestern Indiana Regional Planning Commission (NIRPC) has supported and continues 
to support the development and expansion of the Gary/Chicago Regional Airport as the third 
major airport in the Chicago Metropolitan Area and has passed resolutions to support its 
development as the air carrier airport as recommended in the Chicago Airport Capacity Study. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0025 
  
  

2-21 Comment 
RESERVED 

  
 Letter Codes 
  
  

2-22 Comment 
Use shared access gates to better utilize assets, increase margins of operation and cut down 
on land requirements. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 
  
  

2-23 Comment 
Divert a portion of the funds earmarked for the development of Peotone to the study of 
connecting the five existing Chicago regional airports with the rail network allowing the 
effective and efficient movement of travelers and residents in the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0135 
  
  

2-24 Comment 
Move the entire plan north by approximately one-half mile and contain the entire operation 
(four runways configuration) within a band two miles wide.  The inner runway separation will 
be 5,000 feet and the outers will be 2,500 feet beyond the inners. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 
  
  

2-25 Comment 
The first runway centerline should be located one-third of a mile north of the centerline of 
Eagle Lake Road and extend west from Kedzie Avenue for 10,000 feet.  The second runway 
should have a centerline 5,000 feet north of the initial runway, thus creating a terminal corridor 
between the two.  This second runway should extend to the west 10,000 feet from 
approximately one-quarter mile west of Western Avenue.   

 In the east configuration this runway should be used for take-offs and in the west configuration 
it will be used for landings.  The first runway should be used exactly opposite of the second.  
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Runways three, four and possibly five should be located immediately outside and lateral to 
runways one and two, separated by 2,500 feet.  Both of these runways would then be used 
exclusively for landings in either configuration. 

 This plan keeps traffic away from residential areas better...provides flexibility and capacity 
without the need for enormous amounts of land...maintains local road system...reduces 
overflights of parts of Beecher and Monee...allows multiple access points...allows opening day 
traffic to be spread over a wider area...increase the number of possible operations without 
need for additional runways..and better suited for long-term use if the remainder of the airport 
in not built for many years. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 SL0065 
  
  

2-26 Comment 
There are no alternatives listed for economic development. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0136 
  
  

2-27 Comment 
The value of a 13-31 cross wind runway should be evaluated for possible inclusion in the plan.  
This multi-use runway could provide needed relief in high-volume times and critical landing 
capabilities during extreme northwest wind conditions.  This configuration requires no 
additional noise contour land on the north and minimal land to the south.  

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 
  
  

2-28 Comment 
I'm here to tell you that this airport is going to improve and enhance this community if we build 
it as a green airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0145 
  
  

2-29 Comment 
We (SSAC) believe that this airport should be built to meet a conservative level of traffic for 
the year 2008, for the traffic originating in or destined for the south suburbs.  We should not 
rely on any forecasts that reduces or "steals" traffic from Midway or O'Hare.  We believe that 
five gates and one runway will be an adequate initial build, can attract 370,000 enplaned 
passengers per year after opening in 2008, and the five "common use" gates will attract 
carriers. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0007 SL0039 
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2-30 Comment 
The Gary/Chicago IA is well positioned to provide immediate relief from many of the 
congestion issues facing O'Hare and Midway Airports.  The Gary/Chicago IA can already land 
any plane Midway is now handling.  At 7,000 feet, Gary's runway is already 450 feet longer 
than Midway's longest runway, and the airport currently has the ability to triple the number of 
flights without additional capital expenditures. 
On 11/27/01, the FAA approved the Gary/Chicago IA's 20-year Master Plan.  The Master Plan 
outlines the airport's existing facilities, ability to handle air traffic, growth and economic 
forecasts, and identifies the short and long-term infrastructure needs that will facilitate 
continued growth and expansion.  Gary/Chicago IA has 8,200 acres of an Airport 
Development Zone, offering tax and investment benefits for businesses, and 13 acres 
available for developing air cargo operations.  Additionally, the airport is designated as a 
foreign trade zone.  As capacity has become maximized at O'Hare and Midway, Gary has 
played and increasingly valuable role in delivering passengers and cargo service to the area. 
Over the past 3 fiscal years, Congress has allocated $3.3 million for improvements and 
upgrades at the Gary/Chicago IA.  These funds have allowed the airport to make significant 
enhancements in the services it provides by improving security and expanding the general use 
apron. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0005 SP0178 
  
  

2-31 Comment 
If it isn't broke, don't try to fix it.  Leave it as it is. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0056 
  
  

2-32 Comment 
The site being touted is a very poor choice.  The terrain is rolling incorporating five different 
streams which are tributaries to the Kankakee River.  There are many residences as well as 
farms within the footprint with many more scheduled to be built in the near future. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0161 SP0176 
  
  

2-33 Comment 
This same monorail technology that I suggested earlier for passenger use could also be very 
useful for freight use.  I mean, what you have in factories and warehouses is something called 
material handling system, and most of these are overhead monorails.  What I propose is an 
external material handling system that can connect factories and warehouses and so on miles 
away and, in effect make them one assembly line.  I think this will be far, far more productive 
for dealing with this very real problem and getting some real industrial jobs.  

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0149 
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2-34 Comment 
The Peotone area is not the place for an airport.  This land has been owned by someone else 
for a very long time.  What occurs in this area is not the prerogative of people or politicians 
from somewhere else. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

2-35 Comment 
In light of all these, and many other, potential impacts, establishing the need for this project, 
and honestly assessing available alternatives, are essential.  Please consider all the available 
alternatives to the project, including more efficient use of existing airports, and improvements 
in rail travel. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 SP0170 SP0172 SP0176 SP0186 
  
  

2-36 Comment 
The Greater Rockford Airport (RFD) already has sufficient infrastructure to provide significant 
expansion of service to the Chicagoland area and its long term, growing demand for 
passenger, cargo, and other aviation services.  The airport is already serving Illinois, Southern 
Wisconsin, and Eastern Iowa efficiently and will continue to expand in doing so.  RFD, also 
known as the Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport at Rockford, has a state of the art 
Category III landing system, two runways of 10,000' and 8,200' capable of landing any aircraft, 
uncongested airspace which is independent of Chicago's, and a modern, expandable terminal 
building. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0176 SP0186 
  
  

2-37 Comment 
The area has been designated as a high speed rail corridor, The Chicago Hub, and the 
resulting plans, coordinated through Midwest Regional Rail Initiative (MWRRI), are expected 
to expand the ridership from 1.5 million to 9.2 millions passengers by 2010 at a cost of $4.5 
billion.  This federally designated entity's projections and plans should be considered for the 
alternatives portion of the EIS.  Such a system will free up substantial capacity at the region's 
existing airports.  These projections may even be conservative, as ridership would be even 
higher if rail could capture the majority of short flights, those under 500 miles.  As of 2003, 
33% of all seats and 45% of all flights, fro Midway, O'Hare, and Milwaukee, were for distances 
less the 500 miles away.  If more funds were diverted to help establish a quality rail system, 
rather than a sixth airport, the number of passenger choosing rail over air for short distance 
trips would be higher.  Additional funds to the rail program would also help to guarantee, and 
possible advance, the pace of development of the proposed rail program. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 SP0187 SP0189 
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2-38 Comment 
The taking off and landing of large aircraft make study and concentration and thoughtful 
discourse impossible.  It is a serious misuse of the land to build a runway next to a University. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0172 
  
  

2-39 Comment 
The Wisconsin DOT is working to develop a railroad station at General Mitchell Field, thereby 
increasing the attractiveness of this facility to passengers in Chicago's northern suburbs. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

2-40 Comment 
The construction of METRA's "STAR LINE", which will make O'Hare and Midway airports far 
more accessible to the South suburbs. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

2-41 Comment 
The use of the Center Terminal Automation System (CTAS) as a viable technology for 
increasing capacity at existing airports through more effective air traffic control. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

2-42 Comment 
Expanded use of General Mitchell Field. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

2-43 Comment 
All existing improvements planned for O'Hare and Midway will not adequately address existing 
demand.  Moreover, other existing airports are too far removed from the area of concentrated 
passenger demand (the northwest and western suburbs of Chicagoland), unless linked via 
rail.  In consideration of the above, it is essential that our region's citizens and leaders pro-
actively and cooperatively proclaim promote and otherwise integrate RFD as supplemental 
airport for Chicagoland and the regional air service market area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0071 
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2-44 Comment 
As you are aware, the footprint of the SSA lies wholly within Will County and my 11th 
Congressional District.  I fully support and endorse the efforts of Will County to take the 
leadership role in building the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0002 
  
  

2-45 Comment 
I wholly support the building of the SSA.  I firmly believe County Executive Joe Mikan and the 
Will County Board are vitally important to the process since the Airport will most affect those 
surrounding it.  Will County has requested to partner with the State to build this airport.  I 
strongly urge you to consider and grant their request. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0002 



SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE 
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program 

Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement 
 

3.  Noise 

Scoping Document  January 2004 
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport  

23

 
3-1 

 
Comment 
Will there be any control over hours of operation or rate of climb in order to reduce noise 
pollution? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0026 SP0010 
  
  

3-2 Comment 
Will there be any programs to retrofit existing buildings with soundproofing in those areas most 
affected by the fly-overs? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0026 SP0010 
  
  

3-3 Comment 
RESERVED 

  
 Letter Codes 
  
  

3-4 Comment 
Make sure there is a buffer zone to keep the most offensive noise within the confines of airport 
property. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0007 SP0025 SP0121 
  
  

3-5 Comment 
We are concerned about noise generated at SSA. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0016 SL0025 SL0029 SP0113 
  
  

3-6 Comment 
Operating conditions of the airport should limit flyovers of existing residences.  Nighttime 
operations should also be sensitive to existing residential communities. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0035 
  
  

3-7 Comment 
The District remains opposed to the use of our Monee Reservoir, Raccoon Grove Nature 
Preserve, and Goodenow Grove Nature Preserve as sound barriers without just 
compensation.  Need for a detailed analysis of noise pollution impacts on wildlife and on 
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recreational use and enjoyment at these three preserves, including baseline studies an 
ongoing monitoring of noise levels use patterns, wildlife behavior, etc. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0022 SL0023 
  
  

3-8 Comment 
Are all of the children be given earplugs or earmuffs to protect their hearing?  How will all of 
the schools, churches, and homes be protected from the noise? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0168 
  
  

3-9 Comment 
Will our children need to wear respirators in order to play outdoors, go to school, and protect 
their health? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0168 
  
  

3-10 Comment 
Noise impacts on the surrounding communities have never been adequately estimated. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0172 SP0180 
  
  

3-11 Comment 
Only negative noise impacts will result for residents of Cook, Will, and Kankakee counties, not 
only due to construction and jets, but also due to the resultant increase in track and auto 
traffic, and the residual effects of cumulative development related to the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0173 
  
  

3-12 Comment 
What effect will the noise from approaching and departing airplanes have on Midewin and its 
visitors?  It is intended that Midewin serve as an extended noise buffer area for the proposed 
airport? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0177 
  

3-13 Comment 
Please conduct EIS, including noise modeling studies, as necessary to ensure that Midewin 
National Tallgrass Prairie is not adversely impacted by the proposed South Suburban Airport. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0177 

  
3-14 Comment 

Will the noise from approaching and departing airplanes from the proposed airport affect the 
desired tranquility at Midewin?  How much noise will be contributed by airplanes?  What will 
the maximum instantaneous, maximum short term, and average long-term noise level be (due 
to air traffic) at the east boundary of Midewin?  Noise levels even as low as 40 dB can affect 
prairie ecology, wildlife, and visitors at Midewin. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0177 
  
  

3-15 Comment 
We [IEPA] request that the Draft EIS include detailed information on the anticipated number of 
flights, the type of aircraft operating at the airport, and the projected impact on noise levels in 
the affected areas. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0007 
  
  

3-16 Comment 
Livestock and humans psychologically are affected by aircraft noise. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0063 
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4-1 Comment 
We would like the FAA and IDOT to provide information on how to effectively plan land uses 
on property that may be needed for future airport expansion? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0001 SL0035 SL0050 SL0051 
  
  

4-2 Comment 
As the airport design and EIS process proceeds, land use plans and zoning ordinances of 
local government should be incorporated into the airport design and the EIS. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0008 SL0009 SL0014 SL0017 SL0029 SL0036 SL0038 SL0051 SL0059 
  
  

4-3 Comment 
We request information from the FAA and IDOT on the proposed airport design at the earliest 
possible moment so that they can complete their regional land use and development plan for 
the build airport scenario. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0008 SL0014 SL0038 SL0051 
  
  

4-4 Comment 
All members of the EWCCM agree that they would like any information that the FAA and/or 
IDOT can provide on how to effectively plan for land use beyond the inaugural airport facility in 
the case that there is a need for airport expansion. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0008 
  
  

4-5 Comment 
How will control of building and land use in the area beyond the footprint be handled, and what 
role will the existing plans have? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0026 SL0036 SP0010 
  
  

4-6 Comment 
The District also has concerns for Goodenow Nature Preserve and a need for a buffer around 
that site.  The increased population as a result of the airport facility would likely create 
environmental impacts and open space needs that should be planned for and addressed prior 
to the adoption and implementation of any plans. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0023 
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4-7 Comment 
We [EPA] believe that the inaugural airport facilities proposed for SSA will influence land use 
patterns in the area.  These possible consequences need to be evaluated as fully as possible 
in the forthcoming EIS.  We would like to discuss this issue further with FAA. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0008 
  
  

4-8 Comment 
The concerns of the Will County Land Use Department's Planning Division regarding the 
development of the Tier 2 EIS will be largely related to the externalities of the airport on 
surrounding land uses and environmental considerations related to water use and aquifer 
recharge. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0069 
  
  

4-9 Comment 
On-airport layout and planning should be carefully coordinated with off-airport land use 
planning and development to take full economic advantage of the airport, ensure efficient 
traffic flow, and to reduce potential adverse environmental and other impacts.  The two do not 
and cannot exist independently- the quality of planning around the airport will contribute to the 
success of the airport itself, just as the careful planning of the airport affects the development 
possible around it. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0069 
  
  

4-10 Comment 
Land use and transportation planning done as part of the Airport Master Plan (AMP) & Airport 
Layout Plan (ALP) should be done in conjunction with the Focus Groups identified by the Will 
County Airport Coalition.  IDOT has identified Will County Airport Coalition as the Local 
Advisory Group to the AMP process, yet only minor coordination and information sharing 
appears to have occurred up to this point.  It is critical to the validity of the effective planning 
that IDOT regularly utilize, share information with, and seek input from the Focus Groups that 
are part of the Will County Airport Coalition -AMP Local Advisory Group. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0069 
  
  

4-11 Comment 
The needless construction of a fourth airport in the Chicago Metropolitan area would carry with 
it many environmental problems.  The proposed Peotone airport project would land grab up to 
30,000 acres of the world's most productive farmland and convert it to a massive, noisy urban 
sprawl. 
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 Letter Codes 
SF0005 

  
  

4-12 Comment 
Concentrate on developing as compact a plan as possible that makes the best use of all land 
involved, particularly if federal dollars are to be used. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 
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5-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address estimated jobs created on-site and off-site and the fiscal impacts from 
these jobs. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0001 SL0050 
  
  

5-2 Comment 
SSA will destroy thousands of single-family homes. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0003 SL0016 SP0063 SP0166 
  
  

5-3 Comment 
Preserve the property rights of the people in the area surrounding the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0059 SP0163 
  
  

5-4 Comment 
What will happen to the farmers and their families that have their farm acreage consumed by 
this airport?  Will they be relocated to a different area or will they just be left to fetch for 
themselves? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0064 
  
  

5-5 Comment 
How could anyone bear to know of anyone being routed from their own property without going 
to their aid?  Where do those people ever again feel secure? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

5-6 Comment 
How will similar changes in the real estate market affect other conservation land acquisition 
efforts by federal, state, and local agencies? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

5-7 Comment 
The number of residents that will lose their homes both for the Inaugural Airport and the 
Ultimate Airport must be identified.  In addition, the number of businesses lost that are 
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represented by the working farms, their suppliers and their marketers must be identified.  
Additional farm families and farm businesses lost due to the projected population gains 
claimed for the Ultimate Airport must also be accounted for. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0173 SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

5-8 Comment 
The impact it would have on our environment and wildlife could never be replaced. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0170 
  
  

5-9 Comment 
This airport cannot be considered in a vacuum.  The cumulative impact will include miles and 
miles of shopping malls, parking lots, roadways, and subdivisions.  IDOT itself estimates the 
airport would result in an additional 400,000 residents in the surrounding area.  Consider the 
cumulative impact all of this development and all of these people would have on the entire 
region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0173 
  
  

5-10 Comment 
I especially do not want airplanes constantly flying over my house and I don't want this lovely 
area I live in built up with unsightly commercial sprawl and everything that goes along with this 
kind of development.  In my opinion, it will be a huge waste. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0181 
  
  

5-11 Comment 
What will happen to the farmers and their families that have their farm acreage consumed by 
this airport?  Will they be relocated to a different area or will they just be left to  "fetch" for 
themselves? 

  
 Letter Codes 

 
 



SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE 
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program 

Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement 
 

6.  Induced Socioeconomic Impacts 

Scoping Document  January 2004 
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport  

31

6-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address information on any economic development planned on-site airport and 
within the areas which already have roads and water and sewer lines and utilities so that we 
do not waste our limited resources and economic support. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0001 SL0026 SL0050 SP0172 
  
  

6-2 Comment 
Where are the millions coming from?  You guessed it!  The taxpayers, you and me. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0003 SL0046 
  
  

6-3 Comment 
How do these negotiations (Land acquisition) affect our tax revenues? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0046 SP0063 
  
  

6-4 Comment 
The School District, the County, the Townships, the Fire District, the Library, the Forest 
Preserve, and College District all put in their levies and with the loss of assessments, since 
the State is tax exempt, the shortfall will have to be made up by, you guessed it, you and me. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0046 
  
  

6-5 Comment 
Replacement for lost property tax from land the state has purchased. 

  
 

 Letter Codes 
SL0004 SL0028 SL0042 SL0054 SL0060 

  
  

6-6 Comment 
We desire to know the impacts of the proposed airport on their communities as early as 
possible.  Impact information sought includes economic development (estimates of jobs 
created and how local residents can obtain these jobs; any economic development plans 
associated with the airport) and fiscal impacts on local governments (impacts on all taxing 
authorities and especially impacts on municipal, county and township revenues).. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0008 SL0051 
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6-7 Comment 
Land acquisition not only affects those displace but it also impacts negatively the farmer that 
leases land.  There is a need to study not only the people impacted by the airport footprint, but 
also those for several miles around it, especially the farmers that lease land to make a living. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0011 
  
  

6-8 Comment 
The loss of farmland will create the loss of businesses that cater to the agricultural community. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0012 
  
  

6-9 Comment 
Who is expected to provide fire, EMS, hazmat, and specialized rescue services to the state 
owned airport property before and after it begins?  Is the state or Will County going to pay for 
them?  Will this be done on a contractual basis or some other way? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0015 
  
  

6-10 Comment 
If the proposed SSA provides its own fire, EMS, hazmat, and other specialized rescue 
services, will the airport Fire Department expect mutual aid from the surrounding 
departments?  What provisions will be made for the airport Fire Departments to give mutual 
aid to the local fire districts that surround the airport? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0015 
  
  

6-11 Comment 
What funding provisions for manpower, equipment, and new stations are being made for the 
local fire departments that will face an increased number of calls related to the construction 
and operation of the airport? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0015 
  
  

6-12 Comment 
If the airport is built, who will fund the additional training necessary for local fire departments to 
handle airport related emergencies that occur outside of the airport boundaries? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0015 
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6-13 Comment 
Who will provide funds to fight the impacts of environmental problems, support for justice, law 
enforcement, and decreased energy supplies? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0047 
  
  

6-14 Comment 
Why should the current rural economy be sacrificed for the possibility of jobs for those who 
can't find jobs? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0062 
  
  

6-15 Comment 
Increased analysis of indirect impacts to District holdings, recreation and our Acquisition Plans 
caused by Airport driven development in the area, including physical impacts, increased 
acquisition and maintenance costs to the District, transportation related takings of District 
holdings, etc. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0022 
  
  

6-16 Comment 
How would NW Indiana be affected by urban sprawl?  How would the plans for economic 
development and revitalization for the City of Gary and surrounding communities be affected? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0025 
  
  

6-17 Comment 
It is important not to overload existing streets and municipalities with construction traffic that 
can cause economic hardship and environmental damage in the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0026 
  
  

6-18 Comment 
Unemployment rate in our region is extremely low, therefore, supporting the jobs and 
employment opportunities issue does not constitute the destruction of 23,000 acres for an 
airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0027 
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6-19 Comment 
If the Peotone Airport is built, Will Co. taxpayers are burdened with the cost of roads, bridges, 
sewers, sanitation, police, fire departments plus ongoing tax increases. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0028 SL0059 
  
  

6-20 Comment 
Planning for the proposed project should identify methods for directing a significant share of 
airport generated economic benefits toward existing, mature and distressed communities, both 
in Chicago and suburban areas of Cook and Will Counties. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

6-21 Comment 
Gov. Blagojovich has developed the Opportunity returns program, which is focused on 
developing projects and programs which will bring jobs and economic growth to regions 
throughout the state of Illinois.  While this project may not have an immediate impact on the 
economy in this area, it will have long-term benefits to the entire South Suburban area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0005 
  
  

6-22 Comment 
The proposed Will County regional south suburban airport will create approximately 500,000 
jobs in the region, 55,000 of which will be direct employment by the airport.  These jobs will 
generate approximately $9 billion in new wages and an estimated $4 billion will be spent by 
visitors.  The total cost of the inaugural airport is estimated from between $400 and $520 
million, including land acquisition. 

  
 

 Letter Codes 
SF0001 SF0007 

  
  

6-23 Comment 
I can't sell my home because of the Peotone Airport.  This has been going on since 1968.  I'm 
in the second phase of this project; so when I called and registered a hardship case, I'm told 
no, they're only buying homes in the first phase. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0143 
  
  

6-24 Comment 
The people who are not directly affected and do not live nearby may THINK they will get a 
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good job there.  Jobs are not needed in this area.  We hire part time help on our sons farm - 
try to find people to work good jobs with good pay.  They rather collect welfare. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0160 
  
  

6-25 Comment 
What financial burden will this have on our district?  Will the FAA pay the court ordered 
assessments? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0064 
  
  

6-26 Comment 
Who has the money to build another Mascoutah??  Not the airlines, not the Fed Govt., not the 
State, not the county, not the township.  Hopefully, you have cash on hand in your own 
pockets.  The taxpayers have had it. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0160 SP0175 
  
  

6-27 Comment 
Monee, Beecher, Peotone, and Will Townships will lose much of their revenue which with the 
multi-billion dollar deficit can only worsen an already terrible economic condition. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0162 
  
  

6-28 Comment 
You are probably going to counter that the economy will be improved by the creation of jobs 
which would result if the airport were to be constructed; however, consider how many of the 
existing agriculture and related jobs will be lost. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0162 SP0169 
  
  

6-29 Comment 
Since no airlines have committed to use the Peotone airport, the State is gambling with tax 
money that the airline industry will be needing an airport, but just look at many of the airlines 
which are in financial trouble just like the State. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0162 
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6-30 Comment 
The negative impacts on the business schools and our police and fire protection district. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0166 
  
  

6-31 Comment 
Promoters of the Peotone Airport were motivated by purely economic motives rather than a 
sincere desire to solve transportation problems.  What a pity we have to consider displacing 
persons from their homes and the land on which they earn their livelihood, at a staggering 
financial outlay, in hopes of providing jobs for some others. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0171 
  
  

6-32 Comment 
Recently the Governor closed various state facilities, and thereby cut many jobs, in order to 
balance the deficient Illinois budget.  Yet somehow we can always consider huge new building 
projects that would pave over more and more of our greenspaces at least a portion of which 
will become the burden of the average taxpayer.  Isn't this sprawl at its worst? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0171 
  
  

6-33 Comment 
Nearly 3 million dollars in local revenue has already been lost due to the State's land banking 
for this airport.  Existing local businesses that will not be physically lost to the construction of 
the airport will be forced to close due to a lost customer base, including grain elevators, farm 
implement dealers, and feed stores. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0173 
  
  

6-34 Comment 
There is no need for an "economic engine" as the economy is flourishing; witness the 
development in the town of Monee which would be the entrance to the SSA. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0176 
  
  

6-35 Comment 
The wasted tax dollars if this project fails, when there are so many other areas where our 
money could be better spent, especially since this airport might not even be used once it is 
built.  It will be a gamble from everything I have heard and understand. 

  



SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE 
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program 

Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement 
 

6.  Induced Socioeconomic Impacts 

Scoping Document  January 2004 
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport  

37

 Letter Codes 
SP0181 

  
  

6-36 Comment 
The proponents of this airport stake as their main reason jobs and the economy, first for the 
South Suburbs, then for Will County, and now for the region.  Why not the state and the nation 
and the world while they're at it?  They project 500,000 jobs, 9 billion dollars in wages and 4 
billion dollars in recreation/visitor spending.  This is not realistic.  It staggers the imagination, 
especially if this is to be generated just from a starter airport!!  What they do not measure is 
that loss to the region if the airport is never used. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0169 
  
  

6-37 Comment 
Allow the true economy of Eastern Will County to be revived.  Not to do so is to effectively 
preserve a status quo that is harmful to the economic rights and interests of all landowners in 
the vicinity of the "footprint." 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0169 
  
  

6-38 Comment 
A third airport will help reduce property taxes for homeowners in the surrounding area of the 
airport as we have seen near O'Hare as more commercial and industrial businesses are 
attracted which will make it more beneficial for individuals to purchase homes. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0001 
  
  

6-39 Comment 
The South/Southwest region of Illinois will benefit with a 3rd airport, which will over time 
directly impact the State and National Economy. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0001 
  
  

6-40 Comment 
The development of the SSA would have significant impacts on the further development of the 
Gary/Chicago Regional Airport and on urban and rural communities in northwest Indiana. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0025 
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7-1 Comment 
We seek guarantees that farms in the surrounding area will be protected from air-borne 
contamination of their crops and crop seeds from Genetically Modified plants and assurance 
that farmers will suffer no legal liabilities should such contamination occur. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0010 
  

7-2 Comment 
Air quality on the south side of Chicago and Northwest Indiana, already extremely poor, will be 
harmed even further by the removal of trees and the forced shifting of yet another area from 
agricultural to heavy-industrial. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0017 SP0108 SP0113 
  
  

7-3 Comment 
I would like to see reliable information as to the number of tons of air pollutants expected from 
a fully functioning airport and the composition of this mix. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0056 SP0125 SP0165 
  
  

7-4 Comment 
This effect of massive air pollution, caused by the aircraft and the additional traffic, should be 
carefully assessed in any consideration of the Peotone Airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0056 SP0109 SP0174 SP0180 
  
  

7-5 Comment 
How would NW Indiana be affected by air pollution due to future airplane and surface traffic? 
How would the increased traffic affect our air quality non-attainment status? What would be 
the consequences to NW Indiana if federal air quality standards can't be meet due to the 
development of SSA? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0025 SP0184 SP0191 
  
  

7-6 Comment 
The dumping of fuel will permeate the air and pollute the surrounding area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0034 SP0174 
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7-7 Comment 
General and transportation conformity would likely apply. the Chicago area is "nonattainment" 
for the one-hour ozone standard and other criteria pollutants should be evaluated including 
particulate matter, carbon monoxide and oxides of nitrogen.  New standards for particulate 
matter (PM2.5) and ozone (eight hour standard) also should be considered.  Other non-criteria 
pollutants should also be considered in the analysis, such as air toxins.  These analyses 
should be conducted for each year and include both summer weekday and annual emissions 
estimates for volatile organic compounds (VOC), oxides of nitrogen (NOx), carbon monoxide 
(CO), sulfur dioxide (SO2), and both PM10 and PM2.5. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0008 
  
  

7-8 Comment 
A project of this size and complexity presents an extraordinary opportunity to think creatively 
and look for innovation in designs that have long-standing air quality benefits.  We support the 
energy efficient designs that are being proposed for many airports (e.g. electrified gates, 
green building designs) and look for similar approaches to be used in this project. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0008 
  
  

7-9 Comment 
Those folks such as myself who would be downwind from this facility who already live with a 
heavy toxic chemical load, this would be added to.  I want the project proposers to come to 
our communities and talk to us about how we are going to measure the amount of toxic 
chemical loading resulting from operations of this proposed facility. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0151 
  
  

7-10 Comment 
I don't think there's any evidence that the corn is going to be damaged by these planes and 
the pollution.... Corn does provide a good buffer for noise.  If there is something that comes 
out of airplane fuel that's different than comes out a diesel truck, I think we all need to study 
that issue a little more carefully. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0154 
  
  

7-11 Comment 
Please specify how the increase in vehicle traffic and emissions from the development 
encouraged or accelerated by the project will need to be reflected in the State Implementation 
Plan for attaining ozone standard for the Chicago region. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0165 

  
  

7-12 Comment 
Please also estimate the impact of these new emissions on the state's ability to attain the new, 
more protective standards for ozone and fine particulate matter. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

7-13 Comment 
Please estimate the localized increased cancer risk from new diesel and other emissions 
along arterial routes in these counties, in light of recent studies regarding the health impacts of 
busy arterials on nearby communities. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

7-14 Comment 
Are all of the children be given ear plugs or ear muffs to protect their hearing? How will all of 
the schools, churches, and homes be protected from the air pollution and occasional dumping 
of fuel? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0168 
  
  

7-15 Comment 
Energy use is also directly related to carbon emissions.  The more energy used, the greater 
the emissions.  Accommodating increased travel in the region through increased air travel will 
add more emission than if more travel were handled by rail.  These energy and emission 
scenarios should be considered when considering the benefits of alternative modes of travel. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

7-16 Comment 
The air quality in our region has never been adequately tested and reported upon. I suggest 
that you begin with local hospital and death statistics from asthma and other lung diseases 
over the last twenty years. Any analysis or claims measuring air quality without vastly 
expanded monitoring and health statistics is unreliable. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0172 
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7-17 Comment 
We will need cleaner air and nonpolluting economic development to protect our citizens from 
an unhealthy environment. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0172 
  
  

7-18 Comment 
It is not hard to tell the effects of an airport.  On a warm day, I see the brown haze over the 
city on my way to work.  That is why me and my family live out here in the country. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0175 
  
  

7-19 Comment 
The SSA is located in a region that is classified as nonattainment for the 1-hour ozone 
national ambient air quality standard (NAAQS).  Air quality monitoring data indicates that the 
region is also in violation of the new 8-hour ozone and PM2.5 (particulate matter less than or 
equal to 2.5 microns in diameter) standards.  Will County will likely be included in the 
designated nonattainment boundaries for those pollutants.  For these reasons, the DEIS 
should contain detailed air pollution emissions estimates reflecting construction, initial 
operation and anticipated peak operation of the proposed airport configuration.  These 
analyses should be conducted for each year and include both summer weekday and annual 
emissions estimates for volatile organic compounds ("VOC"), oxides of nitrogen ("NOx"), 
carbon monoxide ("CO"), sulfer dioxide ("SO2"), and both PM10 and PM2.5.  Roadway 
intersection analyses for CO should also be performed to assure that anticipated levels of 
motor-vehicle traffic do not cause a violation of the one-hour CO standard. 
 
In addition to these pollutants, we recommend that, to the extent possible, the analysis include 
projected emissions of both VOC- and PM-related hazardous air pollutants.  We understand 
that emissions estimation methodologies for these pollutants may not be as well developed as 
for the criteria pollutants, but we believe that, due to the potential health impacts resulting from 
these emissions, they should be included in your analysis.  The Illinois EPA also encourages 
you to incorporate the airport design and operation, equipment or procedures intended to 
minimize emissions of these harmful emissions. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0007 
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8-1 Comment 
Removal of existing structures and construction of the airport facilities may also result in the 
generation of hazardous wastes.  We [IEPA] request that the Draft EIS fully discuss the 
planned methods for dealing with any such wastes generated or uncovered during the 
development and later operation of the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0007 
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9-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address environmental issues such as: groundwater, streams, lakes, drinking 
water, stormwater, wastewater, and other impacts on natural resources in the area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0004 SL0001 SL0008 SL0012 SL0017 SL0024 SL0025 SL0026 SL0027 SL0029 SL0034 
SL0035 SL0036 SL0042 SL0050 SP0010 SP0122 SP0133 SP0157 SP0169 SP0174 SP0180 
SP0187 SP0189 

  
  

9-2 Comment 
If a new airport is built in Peotone, the Kankakee Watershed may become vulnerable to urban 
development and increased pollution. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0005 SL0013 SL0016 SL0021 SL0025 SL0031 SL0033 SL0037 SL0048 SP0009 SP0017 
SP0050 SP0063 SP0064 SP0108 SP0113 SP0123 SP0130 

  
  

9-3 Comment 
How much water will be used per day by the new airport, what will be the source of this water, 
and how will it be returned to its source?  How will the water be treated for pollutants, will 
measures be instituted for storm water run-off, and how will solid waste be handled?  What 
are the expected water quality impacts on the Kankakee, Mazon, Vermillion, Iroquois, and Des 
Plaines River water sheds, including all of their tributaries? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0012 SL0026 SL0031 SL0033 SP0010 SP0068 SP0108 SP0125 SP0133 SP0137 SP0150 
SP0162 SP0165 SP0168 SP0187 SP0189 

  
  

9-4 Comment 
We must learn to live within the watershed ecosystems that were created to sustain Life.  The 
Development of a South Suburban Airport will have devastating effects on the citizens and 
businesses of the entire region with regards to WATER SHORTAGES!  If an airport is 
approved in the Beecher/Peotone area, residents can be expected to pay a considerable 
increase in water bills. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0012 SP0013 SP0109 SP0123 
  
  

9-5 Comment 
We are concerned of water runoff from the airport and making sure that contaminants are 
removed to minimize impacts. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0012 SL0021 SL0031 SL0033 SL0034 SP0162 SP0184 SP0191 
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9-6 Comment 
Increase impervious surfaces increases the potential for flooding, stream erosion, and 
excessive sediment delivery downstream causing impacts to fish spawning and recreational 
uses of the streams. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0021 SL0027 
  
  

9-7 Comment 
We strongly recommend that the guarantees of water quality (e.g., source, return, treatment to 
remove pollutants, aquifer recharge) be in place and legally binding prior to the start of 
construction of the first phase of the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0026 SP0010 SP0122 SP0137 SP0150 
  
  

9-8 Comment 
A watershed-based protection program should be identified, emphasizing avoidance, 
minimization of alternation and mitigation.  Mitigation in advance of construction activities 
should be emphasized and should focus on restoration of beneficial function, including habitat, 
water quality, recreation, and aesthetics. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

9-9 Comment 
Need to address filling, excavation, relocation, and discharge of polluted runoff. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

9-10 Comment 
Need to control increased runoff volumes and rates for the full range of runoff events to 
prevent increased flooding and downstream channel erosion. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

9-11 Comment 
Need to mitigate adverse stormwater quality effects using appropriate best management 
practices.  The EIS needs to address special mitigation and treatment needs associated with 
runway deicing agents and storage of fuel and other chemicals. The requirements of 
stormwater permits including SPPP, also should be addressed.  This should be thoroughly 
discussed for both construction activites and subsequent operation of the airport. 
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 Letter Codes 
SL0029 SP0150 SS0007 

  
  

9-12 Comment 
New and/or expanded facilities will be needed to treat the wastewater generated by SSA and 
spin off development.  The EIS should address the estimated volume and characteristics of 
the discharges, the alternative location of discharges and their effects on receiving stream 
quality. Innovations and reliable treatment alternatives (land treatment) and anti-degredation 
analysis should be evaluated. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 SL0034 
  
  

9-13 Comment 
The airport design standards should be consistent with NIPC standards for stormwater 
management, soil erosion and sediment control, stream and wetland protection and floodplain 
management. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

9-14 Comment 
When the airport is in operation, will current drainage patterns be maintained and will the 
drainage districts have access to SSA property to ensure proper drainage? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0031 SL0033 
  
  

9-15 Comment 
Will the EIS include impact of more frequent peak flows through downstream and offsite outlet 
channels, specifically stream bank erosion channel stability, and effects upon riparian biota 
and fauna? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0031 SL0033 
  
  

9-16 Comment 
Who will be responsible for damage from any contaminates such as aviation fuel and deicing 
chemicals leaving the airport site and what process will there be to restore any affected 
natural resources (i.e. farmlands)? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0031 SL0033 
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9-17 Comment 
Will the integrity of the channels and outlets be maintained to the Kankakee River? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0031 SL0033 
  
  

9-18 Comment 
How will the aquifer be protected from over depletion? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0031 SL0033 SL0035 
  
  

9-19 Comment 
If the water is withdrawn from the Kankakee River, what if any impact on the minimum flows 
will be addressed, is there a plan to return Kankakee River water to the river to ensure 
minimum flows are ensured, will the withdrawal affect minimum flows in small tributaries? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0031 SL0033 SL0034 
  
  

9-20 Comment 
Stormwater will drain into the south branch of Rock Creek which overflows during a heavy 
rainfall. What will be done to not further impact the creek? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0032 
  
  

9-21 Comment 
Union Drainage District Number 1 Monee and Will Counties will experience the most impact, if 
in fact all land proposed to be included in the plan will take in about 90 percent of the district. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0043 
  
  

9-22 Comment 
Black Walnut Creek crosses right through the middle of the proposed area, and from that 
standpoint a destruction of that creek to deter water to another area or some other prospect 
such as rerouting will have to take place.  It has been suggested that Black Walnut Creek will 
be re-routed.  Now this can also cause not only problems for Black Walnut Creek but 
wherever they remove the water which could be Rock Creek to the west.   

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0043 
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9-23 Comment 
Rock Creek Drainage District will be affected mostly by the access proposed from I-57.  
Significant problems will be created by the extensive impervious surfaces of runways and 
parking areas.  Surface water will increase dramatically.  Drainage districts are charged with 
the responsibility of movement of runoff in an orderly manner. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0043 
  
  

9-24 Comment 
All drainage districts need to be included in the planning process at an early stage so that they 
can be in a position to respond to the increased water flow. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0043 
  
  

9-25 Comment 
Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District is proposing that wastewater treatment for the regional 
airport be included in its evaluation of regionalizing the wastewater treatment in Eastern Will 
County.  The District requests that the master plan and environmental assessment include an 
option for wastewater services provided by Thorn Creek. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0044 SL0061 
  
  

9-26 Comment 
Water an airport will need a huge supply and produce a huge amount of sewage.  What could 
handle all this??  I have heard talk of some being diverted to Exline Creek and south to the 
Kankakee River.  Exline floods now.  About 80% of the site drains south to the K3 River.  A 3 
to 4 inch rain now will over flow from the creeks at Manteno.  What would happen with run-off 
from another 19,000 acres??  I can assure you that your retention areas would simply not be 
able to handle or retain the billions of gallons of excess water and no doubt much of it would 
be polluted and hence cause pollution here in K3 County. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0160 
  
  

9-27 Comment 
What effect will this project have on Upper Blackwalnut Creek?  Will it have to be moved or re-
routed?  Will it be enclosed in a culvert to accommodate runways?  What agency will oversee 
permits, environmental affects, engineering, water flow, etc.  Will Union Drainage District #1 
engineers be consulted?  Who will pay the bill: IDOT or FAA? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0064 
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9-28 Comment 
What effects will this project have on land to the north of the inaugural site?  Will they receive 
the same drainage?  Will there be local drainage commissioners? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0064 
  
  

9-29 Comment 
We have an average of 33 inches of rain that falls on this area on an average every year.  
Where does the rain go?  It's not being conserved here now, but if we build this green airport, 
we're going to have a series of lakes and recreational activities here that you wouldn't believe. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0148 
  
  

9-30 Comment 
Deicing and snow removal practices have the potential to cause significant impacts to 
receiving water bodies.  The EIS should describe what practices are being proposed to 
minimize these impacts from deicing and snow removal operations. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0008 
  
  

9-31 Comment 
Your analysis should reflect the fact that Illinois does not regulate nutrient discharges, so there 
are no protections in place for these waters from increased loading of phosphorus and other 
nutrients. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

9-32 Comment 
Your analysis should also be informed by the fact that the great majority of streams in already 
urbanized areas of the Chicago region are now listed under Section 303(d) of the Clean Water 
Act as failing to comply with state water quality standards. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

9-33 Comment 
You should assume that, given historic patterns of development and wastewater treatment 
practices, that a similar fate awaits the prairie rivers and streams of these counties. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
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9-34 Comment 
You should also project the impact of substantial new wastewater discharges on aquatic life in 
these watersheds, particularly from endocrine-disrupting chemicals now known to be common 
in municipal effluents. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

9-35 Comment 
The Tier 2 EIS must also examine the certain fundamental changes to the flow regimes of the 
rivers and streams in these watersheds, both due to increased wastewater discharges but 
also due to changes in the nature and volume of runoff due to land use changes in these 
counties. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 SP0168 
  
  

9-36 Comment 
An attempt must also be made to quantify the impacts on water quality and siltation 
downstream in the Illinois River from the urbanization of such a substantial piece of its 
watershed. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 SP0173 
  
  

9-37 Comment 
In general, an attempt must be made to assess the impacts of the project on river and stream 
quality, quantity, and habitat that depend on surface waters in the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

9-38 Comment 
The underwater pollution estimates originally projected as favorable are GROSSLY 
underestimated.  The solvents, accidental spills, and jettison fuel find themselves leaching into 
the underground water supplies. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0167 
  

9-39 Comment 
ALL the residents of this area (unlike O'Hare Airport vicinity families with Lake Michigan water) 
have wells to supply water to our families for drinking, bathing, washing, and maintaining farm 
animals.  Imagine toxins in our water supply.  What Do They Do?  Will the Federal, State, or 
Local Government supply bottled water to these rural farms and homes as well as the small 
towns with wells? 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0167 

  
  

9-40 Comment 
Toxins begin to creep into the Kankakee River slowly killing wildlife and fish.  Polluting the 
river. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0167 
  
  

9-41 Comment 
Extracting such a large quantity of water would assuredly lower the ground water level.  
Therefore, everyone extracting water would need to dig deeper wells.  This would restrict area 
growth because more ground water would be required thus lowering the water table even 
further, hence, we have a vicious circle. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0168 
  
  

9-42 Comment 
How will this affect all of the communities downstream of the injection point?  We saw how 
some of the towns on the Mississippi where affected during rainstorms. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0168 
  
  

9-43 Comment 
During the p date of the Land Resource Management Plan, it became apparent that much 
more study needs to be done in the area of future water supply throughout the County.  This 
concern was reflected in our November 2001 comments to the Tier 1 EIS, as well as our 
January 23, 2003 correspondence on the Tier 1 baseline data.  We trust that the Tier 2 EIS, 
as it addresses operational layout more specifically, will be more comprehensive in identifying 
adequate future water sources, as any potential benefit from the airport, economic or 
otherwise, will be affected but he availability of such a basic commodity as water. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0069 
  
  

9-44 Comment 
The Tier 2 EIS must also examine the certain fundamental changes to the flow regimes of the 
rivers and streams in these watersheds, both due to increased wastewater discharges but 
also due to changes in the nature and volume of run-off due to land use changes in these 
counties. 
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An attempt must also be made to quantify the impacts on water quality and siltation 
downstream in the Illinois river from the urbanization of such a substantial piece of its 
watershed. 
In general, an attempt must be made to assess the impacts of the project on river and stream 
quality, quantity, habitat and the wildlife biotic communities and endangered species that 
depend on surface waters in the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 
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10-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address impacts on parks, preserves, and conservation areas. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0001 SL0008 SL0050 SP0010 
  
  

10-2 Comment 
How parks and preserves that currently exist on inaugural airport property can be integrated in 
to the inaugural design? 

  
 

 Letter Codes 
SL0001 SL0050 

  
  

10-3 Comment 
Two Nature preserves dedicated under the [Illinois Natural Areas Preservation] Act may be 
negatively impacted by the construction, maintenance, and operation of the proposed South 
Suburban Airport.  These nature preserves are Raccoon Grove and Goodenow Grove, owned 
and managed by the Forest Preserve District of Will County.  Potential indirect impacts that 
need to be addressed as part of the Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) include: 1) 
impacts of bio-geographic isolation of the nature preserves due to conversion of the 
surrounding agricultural landscape into a highly urbanized landscape, 2) water quality issues 
related to stormwater run-off and chemicals used at airport facilities, 3) air pollution impacts, 
and 4) noise pollution effect on wildlife and recreational visitors. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0108 SS0003 SS0004 
  
  

10-4 Comment 
Assessments of potential impacts to the Raccoon Grove Nature Preserves and Goodenow 
Grove Nature Preserve should be based on proposed airport's full build-out scenario and 
should include cumulative environmental impacts from associated collateral development 
around the proposed airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0063 SS0003 
  
  
  

10-5 Comment 
The EIS should include mitigation strategies that will avoid and minimize impacts to Raccoon 
Grove and Goodenow Grove nature preserves.  Without careful planning and adequate 
mitigation, it is unlikely that the proposed airport facility could become operational without 
seriously impacting the two aforementioned nature preserves.  The INPC is aware of ongoing 
discussions between IDOT and the FPDWC intended to mitigate impacts to the dedicated 
nature preserves.  The INPC encourages these discussions to continue. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0063 SS0003 

  
10-6 Comment 

I ask that you contact the parties involved in this conservation project, [Mary and Anthony 
Rudis Farm in Monee during the Will-South Cook Soil & Water Conservation District], to obtain 
the full impact on the area that the proposed project would have. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0024 SP0133 
  
  

10-7 Comment 
RESERVED 

  
 Letter Codes 

 
  

10-8 Comment 
The Federal Government has supported conserving farmland, wildlife, and nature preserves 
as an appropriate use of this land.  Please don't pave over it all. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0141 
  
  

10-9 Comment 
What will be the impact on the Grand Kankakee Marsh National Wildlife Refuge project?  How 
will increased demand and prices for real estate affect the prospect of purchasing and 
protecting habitat for this project in light of current and future funding for the Refuge? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

10-10 Comment 
Toxins begin to creep into the Kankakee River slowly killing wildlife and fish.  Reducing the 
quality of Kankakee State Park. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0167 
  

10-11 Comment 
The footprint for this airport includes two premier Will County Forest Preserves.  Serious 
consideration must be given to the tremendous impact this airport and related development 
will have on the entire region in terms of air, water, soil, light, and noise pollution not only for 
the surrounding area, but for the entire South Cook and Will County region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0063 SP0173 
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11-1 Comment 
The environmental cost of the Peotone airport is significant and includes the loss of historic 
properties, including many centennial farms, relocation of a Civil War cemetery, the Peotone 
Anomaly, an ancient Indian formation in the proposed airport footprint. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0016 SP0108 SP0113 
  
  

11-2 Comment 
Staff is also concerned regarding the potential threat to archeological resources.  According to 
District staff, supplemental investigations by a competent amateur archeologist has shown the 
following: 
     Large areas containing numerous sites have not been investigated by IDOT staff. 
     The site density in those area that have been surveyed has been under reported. 
     The amount of sites containing Paleo-Indian material is unusually high and should be 
addressed in the (Tier 1) Final EIS. 
     A large number of sites are outside the "high probability zone" 
     There is an unusual earthen formation in section 33, T34N, R13E which should be 
investigated further. 
Staff feels that sufficient evidence exists to warrant a more extensive Phase I Archeological 
Investigation of the survey area prior to completion of the (Tier 1) Final EIS. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0023 
  
  

11-3 Comment 
Destruction of archaeological anomalies and artifacts. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0169 
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12-1 Comment 
The loggerhead shrike has no formal federal status at this time. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0004 
  
  

12-2 Comment 
Situations that may attract migratory birds and other wildlife to aircraft activity areas should be 
avoided. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0004 
  
  

12-3 Comment 
There are long-range effects devastating to all forms of flora and fauna. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0024 SL0034 
  
  

12-4 Comment 
There is a need to consider effects on existing/nearby open spaces especially regarding their 
use and ecosystems.  For example, nearby forest preserve areas will be significantly affected 
by noise. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

12-5 Comment 
Is there a plan to mitigate the reforested land within the proposed site that will be destroyed 
developing the airport? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0031 SL0033 
  
  

12-6 Comment 
The airport will be in the flight path of the sandhill cranes that migrate directly through the 
airport footprint every spring and fall.  How will they be prevented from being sucked into the 
jet's engine?  I hope I see this addressed. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0136 
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12-7 Comment 
Wildlife habitat will be only a thing you can relate to your children who will never see it in all its 
beauty.  Consider that the Monee Reservoir (a 30+ acre lake which is not in the site but which 
is surrounded by it,) is home to deer and a large number of Canada geese which if one is 
sucked into one of the jet engines can bring down an airplane. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0162 
  
  

12-8 Comment 
In general, an attempt must be made to assess the impacts of the project on biotic 
communities that depend on surface waters in the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

12-9 Comment 
What are the natural areas of concern in these counties?  What is the projected consumption 
of wetlands and riparian habitat, grasslands and prairies, forest and savanna habitat, and 
other natural areas in these areas? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 SP0174 
  
  

12-10 Comment 
Toxins into the Kankakee River flow into the Illinois River and eventually the Mississippi River.  
Killing more fish and wildlife and destroying habitat areas that have purposely been set aside 
and protected by the law. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0167 
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13-1 Comment 
It should be noted that the eastern massasauga (Sistrurus catenatus) has been elevated to 
candidate status...the Chicago Field Office of the FWS has conducted additional surveys for 
this species in Will county and this information should be incorporated into any future 
environmental assessments. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0004 
  
  

13-2 Comment 
Historically there were four documented population 'clusters' of massasaugas in the Chicago 
region.  All four clusters were located near major stream corridors.  These include both the 
Plum Creek Drainage in extreme eastern Will and southern Cook counties, and the Thorn 
Creek Drainage in southern Cook County.  We recommend that the project proponent 
consider opportunities for expanding and enhancing eastern massasauga habitat as this 
South Suburban Airport project progresses. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0004 
  
  

13-3 Comment 
Update the inventory of grassland bird species within and adjacent to the inaugural plan 
boundary. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0022 
  
  
  

13-4 Comment 
The area of the proposed airport is also in the direct path of migrating birds...some of which 
are on the endangered list.  I'm sure those birds will not change their routs to accommodate 
an airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0113 SP0169 
  
  
  

13-5 Comment 
Will County is listed as having over 50 different species of plants and animals that are 
endangered or threatened. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0124 
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13-6 Comment 
The Service [FWS] concurs that there are not any occurrences of Federally listed endangered 
or threatened species within the Will County site.  The previously issued EIS included 
adequate discussion of species of concern and state-listed species. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0004 
  
  

13-7 Comment 
In general, an attempt must be made to assess the impacts of the project on endangered 
species that depend on surface waters in the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

13-8 Comment 
The IDOT's Phase I Engineering Report says, " A few State endangered or threatened 
species are known to exist within the project area, mostly during migration.  State endangered 
and threatened reptile species are known to exist outside the project boundary in Goodenow 
Grove Nature Preserve." (p. 48)  The Draft EIS omits mention of state endangered species 
that would be affected by the Will County Alternative (3-26) and neglects to mention that the 
airport scenario envisions migratory animals being confined to a 200 foot wide perimeter path 
(shared with bicyclists and hikers).  

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
 



SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE 
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program 

Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement 
 

14.  Wetlands 

Scoping Document  January 2004 
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport  

59

14-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address environmental issues such as wetlands and wetlands mitigation in the 
area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0004 SL0001 SL0008 SL0012 SL0031 SL0033 SL0050 SP0174 
  
  

14-2 Comment 
The airport impacts would include over 180 acres of wetlands and 7 miles of streams paved 
over. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0016 SL0028 SP0136 
  
  

14-3 Comment 
According to IDOT, the proposed airport will roll over more than 245 acres of wetlands, which 
have been home to many regional species.  The proposed plan would also alter 1,225 acres 
of flood plain, and force the relocation of 13 miles of stream channel, much along the tiny 
Rock Creek. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0005 SL0028 SP0136 
  
  

14-4 Comment 
Impacts to wetlands-In order to determine, under section 404 of the Clean Water Act, that the 
least damaging practicable alternative is selected for implementation, we will need a clear 
description of the amount, type function and quality of wetlands in the area.  additionally, we 
expect that FAA would document efforts to avoid and minimize wetland losses, and include 
conceptual plans for how they plan to mitigate for unavoidable losses to wetland impacts in 
the EIS. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0008 SS0007 
  
  

14-5 Comment 
Your analysis should reflect the fact that the jurisdiction of the Army Corps of Engineers has 
been substantially curtailed in the protection of "isolated" wetlands, and that no state or local 
programs are currently in place to provide protection for these areas. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
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15-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address agricultural and farmland loss and it's fiscal impacts on all taxing bodies.

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0001 SL0050 SP0109 SP0111 SP0113 SP0125 SP0141 SP0174 
  
  

15-2 Comment 
Do you think our loyal farmers like the Deutsche's, Rudies' and the Ogalla's are going to sit 
there meekly and let the state do as they please?  I'm sure they're going to fight and they have 
the support of the rest of us "mini-farmers." 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0046 
  
  

15-3 Comment 
The high cost in destroying the farmland of this community and nation in exchange for a low 
productive resource is not a judicious investment nor does it make for good public policy. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0003 SP0041 SP0044 SP0045 SP0052 SP0109 SP0119 SP0169 
  
  

15-4 Comment 
Please, leave the valuable farmland the way it is, future generations will thank you. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0014 SP0026 SP0033 SP0136 SP0152 SP0169 SP0170 
  
  

15-5 Comment 
The new infrastructure to handle the traffic and new businesses that help service the airport 
needs will create a loss of farmland that will forever change the landscape of this rural 
community. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0012 SL0016 
  
  
  

15-6 Comment 
If the airport is not built what happens to the land that is currently purchased?  Does it remain 
in farmland or does the State or Federal level have authority to build a different project? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0012 SL0015 
  
  
  



SCOPING COMMENTS DATABASE 
South Suburban Airport, Inaugural Airport Program 

Tier 2 Environmental Impact Statement 
 

15.  Farmlands 

Scoping Document  January 2004 
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport  

61

15-7 Comment 
Not all of the land that is the airport project will be developed and this would and should 
provide an opportunity to place 5-6,000 acres of this land into agricultural preservation. This 
would also provide a buffer zone for noise and provide an opportunity to keep agricultural 
production in this area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0012 
  
  

15-8 Comment 
We are concerned with the loss of farmland.  This project threatens farming and rural life. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0003 SL0012 SL0016 SL0021 SL0028 SL0060 SP0107 SP0136 SP0141 SP0180 
  
  

15-9 Comment 
To this region, farming is a billion dollar industry; and in ten years, it could be worth more to 
the economy in this area than an airport and its cost to taxpayers. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0116 
  
  

15-10 Comment 
Need to consider an appropriate mix of retained farming activity and restored prairie habitat in 
areas not covered with impervious surfaces. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 SL0069 
  
  

15-11 Comment 
Agricultural lands identified for protection by the State of Illinois and county governments 
should be retained wherever possible.  Displaced soils should be considered for use as 
mitigation in locations where prairie restoration is underway or where community gardening is 
being promoted. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

15-12 Comment 
As far as paving over some 15,000 acres of our very best farmland, what is that going to do 
for global warming? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0131 
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15-13 Comment 
The IDOT in the past has estimated the proposed airport would eliminate about 95 operating 
farms, covering 3,818 acres of prime farmland.  Altogether, the proposed Peotone airport and 
accompanying development (residential and business) is expected to take up to 60,000 acres, 
20 percent of Will County's farmland.  It also could displace approximately 2,400 residents, 
1,010 households, and 19 businesses. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0005 SP0063 
  
  

15-14 Comment 
Agricultural areas do not coexist in any proximity or close proximity to airports. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0060 
  
  

15-15 Comment 
You would ruin thousands of acres of good farm ground - irreplaceable.  Remember, you like 
to eat and you do not get your good from the grocery stores.  It comes from the farms.  NO 
FARMS-NO FOODS. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0160 
  
  

15-16 Comment 
How will the top rated prime soils, located along Blackwalnut Creek be affected? Will these 
prime high producing areas be farmed or will they be converted to stormwater retention, 
wetlands, or conservation areas? 

  
 

 Letter Codes 
SL0064 

  
  

15-17 Comment 
The area does not need urban sprawl here.  Soil has been and should continue to be 
conserved. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0161 
  
  

15-18 Comment 
Think about the loss of food crops that will be GONE FOREVER by paving over this 
productive proposed airport site; and, as far as I know, there is no master plan for the airport 
by the State. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0162 

  
  

15-19 Comment 
The Rudis farm is the fourth largest in the state of Illinois.  I really don't understand why they 
chose to put the one runway right on that farm.  I believe that if they're going to do it, please 
conserve the farm.  We already expended state and federal monies through USDA for the 
project. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0150 
  
  

15-20 Comment 
We will need more farmland and more skilled use of the land to be able to provide better food 
without the use of pesticides and herbicides. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0172 
  
  

15-21 Comment 
It will be covering useful farmland and evicting small family farms which are both rapidly 
disappearing in this country. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0181 
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16-1 Comment 
It is important to know the impacts on our natural resources. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0009 
  
  

16-2 Comment 
Consider meeting electrical demands of the airport through the use of gas turbines supplied by 
methane gas extracted from the adjacent closed landfill. 

  
 

 Letter Codes 
SL0017 SL0036 
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17-1 Comment 
Light pollution caused by an airport will be another grave detriment to the quality of life here. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0017 
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18-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address environmental issues such as waste disposal in the area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0001 SL0008 SL0050 SP0162 SP0166 
  
  

18-2 Comment 
We would like the FAA and IDOT to explore the possibility of a regional sewer service system, 
exploring all alternatives for both the airport and the incorporated areas around the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0008 SL0035 SL0051 
  
  

18-3 Comment 
Need to address presence of existing and abandoned waste disposal sites.  The EIS should 
include an audit of disposal sites and identify measures to safely remove contaminants or seal 
them onsite. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

18-4 Comment 
The estimated 3.5 million pounds of hazardous and industrial waste to be produced annually 
by the airport itself pose a danger to both the environment and potable water supplies. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0173 
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19-1 Comment 
While the DNR has no reservations about the acquisition of land for the project, we remain 
concerned about the primary and secondary impacts of the construction and operation of the 
supplemental air carrier airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0010 SS0004 
  
  

19-2 Comment 
The staggering cost of Peotone construction offers a $400 million price tag that rises to a 
$4.9 billion with later expansions and will result in a one runway structure not able to serve this 
region's aviation needs. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0003 
  
  

19-3 Comment 
Construction traffic patterns need to be more detailed. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0026 SL0035 
  
  

19-4 Comment 
Need to identify an effective control program for erosion and sediment runoff during 
construction.  This control must identify maintenance, inspection, and enforcement provisions 
which will ensure compliance with the recommended control program in any eventuality and 
should identify minimum design and operation standards for soil stabilization and sediment 
control techniques. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  

19-5 Comment 
During construction, will the integrity of the drainage systems be maintained to the outlets in 
the Kankakee River? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0031 SL0033 
  
  

19-6 Comment 
The use of rail for construction materials is more feasible alternative or the construction of a 
roadway directly off of I-57. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0035 
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21-1 Comment 
We desire to be involved on the airport design, EIS process, regular presentations, and review 
sessions. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0008 SL0009 SL0014 SL0037 SL0051 
  
  

21-2 Comment 
We need to make sure that the rural community and local government has some protection 
and say in this huge decision that will affect and alter the lives of residents forever. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0012 SL0015 
  
  

21-3 Comment 
All communities and taxing bodies impacted by the development of the SSA need to be 
continually updated on any studies and/or projections relating to the impacts their 
municipalities will incur as a result of the development of an airport.  All plans should be 
reviewed by all communities impacted by the proposed project prior to being adopted. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0014 SL0029 SL0059 
  
  

21-4 Comment 
The people most affected who live on the site have never had an opportunity to register their 
vote as a group - only when lumped together with other voters who are not directly affected 
and do not live nearby. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0160 
  
  

21-5 Comment 
Landowners of rural homes and farms were called to one public meeting at which, when 
assembled, a local developer entered the meeting gleefully waving a blueprint; this was the 
manner in which they were informed of what had been planned for their land which was going 
to be taken from them.  I have seen this and what it does to very durable people. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

21-6 Comment 
In a related concern why, in fact, has there never been a public hearing in Peotone itself? I 
think the decision to not sponsor a single hearing in Peotone, Beecher or Monee was 
unfortunate. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0169 

  
  

21-7 Comment 
Will County government has established the Will County Airport Coalition to represent the 
interests of our townships, communities, business, and other agencies interested in and 
affected by the development of the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0067 
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22-1 Comment 
RESERVED 

  
 Letter Codes 

 
  
  

22-2 Comment 
Since 9/11, the economy has suffered, O'Hare is estimated to be in billions of dollars, and 
local and state governments are struggling with large deficits.  Developing another expensive 
airport is fiscally irresponsible. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0016 
  
  

22-3 Comment 
Immediately cease further development and spending of the facility at Peotone.  Divert the 
funds to study connecting the five existing Chicago regional airport with a rail network, 
allowing the efficient and effective movement of travelers and residents in the region. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0016 
  
  

22-4 Comment 
Funding for offsite improvements (for example, roads) are necessary for a successful airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0035 
  
  

22-5 Comment 
This is a tragic error to build and then have to subsidize this airport. 

  
 

 Letter Codes 
SL0024 

  
  

22-6 Comment 
Private companies have come forward and have indicated a desire to build this airport 
privately, which means no federal, state, or local money.  And I think that somebody willing to 
put up $3 to $600 million indicates that there is a need for the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0120 
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22-7 Comment 
The state and federal government said they have no money for people like my daughter, Linda 
with cerebral palsy and epilepsy, but have money to waste on this stupid airport.  Put the 
money where it's needed. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0132 
  
  

22-8 Comment 
Chose a development type, private or public, before affixing a plan design. There is no doubt 
that where profits flow is a very big issue to all stakeholders.   

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 
  
  

22-9 Comment 
Consider long-term leasing of land from present owners as an option to purchasing to reduce 
the front-end loading the development costs. 

  
 

 Letter Codes 
SL0017 SL0036 

  
  

22-10 Comment 
At $20,000 per acre to the developers, cost of purchasing this land to build the airport would 
be cost prohibitive (providing of course that just compensation would be provided during 
acquisition by the state of Illinois). 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0176 
  
  

22-11 Comment 
Why does the State of Illinois want to spend a lot of money to duplicate what they've got at the 
Greater Kankakee Airport? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0003 
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23-1 Comment 
A subsequent Tier EIS needs to identify how the public will be fairly compensated for the loss 
of the natural and outdoor recreation resources, through avoidance, minimization, mitigation, 
compensation, protectection and replacement of open space and outdoor recreation lands. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0010 SS0004 
  
  

23-2 Comment 
It is very important for the County to provide significant input to the planning and the 
development of the Airport to best represent our citizens. 
Also, to be directly linked to the work that FAA and IDOT are performing so that we [the 
County] can be part of the decision-making processes and insure that local plans are 
coordinated and integrated in to airport plans. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0002 SL0009 SL0015 SL0019 
  
  

23-3 Comment 
It is necessary that the Tier 2 EIS scope of work includes and addresses the environmental 
consequences of adversely impacting existing airspace for GCA, Midway, and O' Hare.  There 
is a strong belief that the airspace required to operate the newly proposed airport conflicts with 
the airspace needed for continued operation by existing airports. 
This situation represents a threat to our [Gary/Chicago Airport] ability to continue to expand 
and to meet the air service needs of the residents.  These impacts also place long term 
restrictions on the growth and expansion of the Gary/Chicago airport. 
We are concerned that an existing/operation airport is being told by the FAA that our 
operations will be impacted and restricted by an airport that only exists on paper.  These are 
actions of environmental and economic injustice and we await you specific mitigation of such. 
The FAA states that alternatives must provide safe and efficient airspace operations.  Yet 
Peotone takes away full use of our existing airspace and threatens our goal of efficiency and 
long term sustainability. 
This issue requires a comprehensive review and documentation that the proposed airport in 
no way adversely impacts or harm existing airports airspace. 
We propose the scope identify and address any necessary restructuring to assure the viability 
and long term future of Gary/Chicago IA. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0003 SL0053 SP0176 SS0006 
  
  

23-4 Comment 
If this were a legitimate environmental study by the FAA, the EPA would be involved. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0007 SP0121 
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23-5 Comment 
Is the final decision whether or not to build the airport in the hands of Washington, Springfield 
or both? Is there a timeline for a final decision on the building of an airport in our area? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0015 SP0139 
  
  

23-6 Comment 
The Forest Preserve District of Will County requests the issues and elements of Resolution 
No. 00-37 and MOU #03-01 be included in the Tier 2 scoping. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0023 
  
  

23-7 Comment 
It is important that the Tier 2 EIS avoid the major foundational errors that the Tier 1 EIS made: 
adopting an impermissibly narrow statement of purpose and failing to consider a very 
reasonable alternative.  We urge the FAA to ensure that the Tier 2 EIS avoids these pitfalls. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0108 SP0130 
  
  

23-8 Comment 
We urge the Tier 2 EIS to examine carefully the negative environmental effects that the 
proposed inaugural airport and its induced growth would cause. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0069 SP0108 SP0130 
  
  

23-9 Comment 
The State of Illinois fully supports this process and looks forward to being a key sponsor in the 
development of this airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0005 
  
  

23-10 Comment 
I request that in the environmental impact statement process, you ask for great assistance in 
your determination from the US Fish and Wildlife Service and from the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0117 
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23-11 Comment 
I think the FAA and everybody that's been involved in this is to be commended for the 
planning that they've done. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0120 SP0153 
  
  

23-12 Comment 
I would also like to discuss how the State views the SS Airport as it relates to the OMP.  The 
Governor, the speaker of the House, members of Congress and the Illinois General Assembly 
have all stated the success of the State is partially based on the OMP...progress of the 
environmental and design studies for the OMP should take precedence in the process.  The 
State believes these two projects should be kept separate.  While we understand that there 
may be common elements, these should be coordinated and there should be no combination 
of studies.  The combination of the studies we believe would most likely delay both projects 
with probable negative impacts. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0005 
  
  

23-13 Comment 
We are now in the two-year FAA and IDOT process of developing an Airport Master Plan and 
Tier II EIS.  Today's hearing is important, because it shows the commitment of the FAA to 
continue progress on this project.  I urge swift completion of this phase of planning so that the 
locally led effort to build this airport may continue to move forward. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0001 SF0007 
  
  

23-14 Comment 
I would also ask that you pay specific attention to the issues of airspace impact and ground 
access. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0003 
  
  

23-15 Comment 
The FAA should require IDOT to rewrite and resubmit the entire environmental assessment 
pertaining to a one runway airport they are not requesting to build.  The prior environmental 
assessment and the FAA's EIS was based on a six runway airport.  The resulting impact, 
especially concerning economic development, would be very different for a one runway 
airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0105 SP0136 
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23-16 Comment 
The analysis still relies on data from the Chicago Airport Capacity Study from 1986 and the 
Illinois-Indiana Regional Airport study.  This information was collected in 1991, and is now 2 
years older than when we first commented on the outdated qualities of the data.  The State of 
Indiana continues to object to the use of old data in the Tier 1 EIS and the lack of thorough 
investigation of whether existing facilities can meet future capacity requirements.  This 
thorough assessment of need must now be included in the Tier 2 study. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

23-17 Comment 
RESERVED 

  
 Letter Codes 

 
  
  

23-18 Comment 
It is critical that the TIER 2 EIS assess potential conflicts with existing airport airspace for 
Gary/Chicago, O'Hare, and Midway Airports.  Preliminary analysis has shown the very real 
potential for operations at the new airport to interfere with operations on Runway 2 at 
Gary/Chicago.  Potential impacts to all approaches to Gary/Chicago must be evaluated in this 
phase of the study. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0006 
  
  

23-19 Comment 
The state of Indiana has consistently stated that the need for the so-called SSA has not been 
adequately established.  Current and planned developments at existing airports in the region 
(Gary/Chicago, O'Hare, and Midway) have not been sufficiently studied to determine if 
changes in these facilities can alone handle the air travel demands of the region.  This has 
become even more apparent as progress on the O'Hare Modernization program since the 
publication of the Tier 1 EIS (FEIS) for the South Suburban Airport makes some basic 
assumptions in the alternative section of the Tier 1 FEIS obsolete. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

23-20 Comment 
The FAA should question the validity of IDOT's enplanement projections. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0105 
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23-21 Comment 
The FAA should re-evaluate and dismiss the entire Environmental Assessment submitted by 
IDOT.  There is strong reason to believe that the previous State of Illinois administration 
indulged in manipulation, distortion, and falsehood in promoting the South Suburban Airport 
Project. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0105 
  
  

23-22 Comment 
Former Governor George Ryan has been indicted on various corruption charges.  He was the 
major promoter of the Peotone airport for four years.  There is reasonable suspicion that data 
given to the FAA to evaluate, as well as the process utilized by the State of Illinois under his 
administration is tainted by corruption.  Therefore, the work submitted to the FAA during his 
administration is of questionable validity, and the FAA should require the current governor to 
resubmit the work.  It was Governor Ryan who made a mockery of the FAA by ordering the 
purchase of land prior to FAA Tier 1 record of decision.  This is but one example of the lack of 
respect the Governor had for the FAA process. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0105 
  
  

23-23 Comment 
If the FAA suspects any impropriety concerning the promotion of the South Suburban airport, 
it is the duty of the FAA to contact U.S. Attorney Patrick Fitzgerald, and disclose such 
suspicions. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0105 
  
  

23-24 Comment 
As this project progresses and planning becomes more refined and specific, we [US-EPA] 
would appreciate the opportunity to work with the FAA on providing additional, more specific 
guidance as it relates to this project. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0008 
  
  

23-25 Comment 
Secret meetings plan takings which owners do not know of until it is done.  I have seen people 
involved in this kind of situation lose their sense of self-reliance and of self-confidence as a 
result of their homes and property being removed from their ownership. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
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23-26 Comment 
As scoping progresses, EPA will look to FAA for clarification in the following areas: 
relationship between the OMP to SSA.  At the time of scoping of the Tier 1 EIS for SSA, EPA 
was under the impression that the Tier 2 EIS would, in part, address the question of how and 
where the region's aviation capacity is going to be developed.  Given the fact that the OMP is 
also progressing at this time, questions remain about whether both proposals (OMP and SSA] 
are proceeding to address the same need.  EPA has brought this issue up during the O'Hare 
scoping process;  it is also relevant here in this analysis.  We believe that FAA will need to 
explain what the relationship between this OMP EIS and the Tier 2 EIS for SSA would be.  We 
believe FAA should discuss to what extent these airports fulfill the same need.  How each 
airport would fit into the regional aviation system is an important consideration.  A key aspect 
of this issue is forecasting future aviation enplanements, especially future commercial aviation 
needs.  We believe the forthcoming EIS should focus on how the Terminal Area Forecasts 
(TAF) are generated for a not-yet-existing airport. 
As we have stated during the O'Hare scoping process, we believe it is imperative for the FAA 
to use forecasts for SSA that are reasonable and consistent with forecasts that are being used 
for the O'Hare EIS.  It is important for the FAA to show that both sets of forecasts are 
reasonable and justified. 
Alternatives:  EPA believes that alternatives analysis is critical to the evaluation of social and 
environmental impacts.  Clearly, environmental and social impacts, including residential and 
business relocations, will be quite high from this project.  It is very important to conduct a full, 
substantive evaluation of project alternatives in order to avoid and/or minimize as many of 
these impacts as possible.  We anticipate that a large part of this alternatives analysis process 
will focus on alternative inaugural airport development options.  We would like to see the DEIS 
identify the minimal amount of airfield and landside facilities needed to address the purpose 
and need for the project. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0008 
  
  

23-27 Comment 
The impacts to land, air, and water resources from turning a largely rural area with valuable 
ecological assets into a region dominated by suburban sprawl are massive, irreversible, and 
demanding of an honest and thorough assessment. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

23-28 Comment 
The Tier 2 EIS must encompass a wide enough geographical area and range of issues to 
estimate the impacts of converting, over time, virtually all of Will and Kankakee counties, from 
largely rural and open landscapes into urban and suburban ones. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 SP0184 SP0191 
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23-29 Comment 
The long-range impacts would likely extend beyond even these borders, encouraging or 
accelerating sprawling development in Iroquois, Ford, Livingston, and Grundy counties in 
Illinois, and Indiana counties to the east.  There will also be impacts on southern Cook County.  
Please interpret the project area to include all of these counties. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

23-30 Comment 
Mr. Rewerts the cost will be enormous if skewed reports are given to the final decision 
makers.  Please make sure the Environmental Protection Agency gets their due on this issue. 
There is no need for biased reports from an engineering concerns that are only looking to 
gloss over the fact that this will be an environmental disaster in the years to come. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0167 
  
  

23-31 Comment 
Neither the alternatives nor the environmental costs have been adequately dealt with in any 
previous planning conducted by the Illinois Department of Transportation. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

23-32 Comment 
This airport should be considered the 6th airport in a strongly linked socioeconomic and 
geographic area, not a 3rd airport.  Considering this existing five airports, versus two airports, 
will change the results of your study in many areas. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

23-33 Comment 
The capacity and on-time improvements resulting from the implementation of new air traffic 
control procedures, collaborative decision-making processes, and airspace technology, should 
be used to determine the region's updated slight and passenger capacity. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
  
  
  

23-34 Comment 
Why is this not put before the people for a vote? I would like to know that. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0170 

  
  

23-35 Comment 
The extra security problems that must be addressed now indicate that mid-sized airports 
better serve our air travel needs. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0172 
  
  

23-36 Comment 
Is Midewin included in the Environmental Impact Study area for the proposed airport? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0177 
  
  

23-37 Comment 
The TIER I EIS documented severe impacts from a fully developed airport at Peotone, 
additional analysis in the TIER II EIS is needed. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

23-38 Comment 
According to the Record of Decision for the Tier I EIS, "determinations have yet to be made on 
the extent to which regional aviation capacity needs may be accommodated at a new airport 
site" (p. 5).  All that has been determined to date is that the site at Peotone is "technically and 
environmentally feasible" (p. 5). 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

23-39 Comment 
There is a very real danger, though, that the multi-tiered analysis of Peotone may allow the 
fundamental issues - the need for, alternatives to, and environmental impacts of a large airport 
in Peotone - to fall between the cracks. The Tier I study came to the mundane conclusion that 
if the FAA approved the State of Illinois' plan to purchase land without changing its use then 
there would be no significant impact. Once can envision a scenario under which a Tier II study 
concludes that an inaugural airport has little impact, and a Tier III study concluding that the 
only viable alternative for constructing a full-scale airport is at the site where the inaugural 
airport was built.  In essence, the inaugural airport would be the proverbial "camel's nose 
under the tent" for a full-scale airport at Peotone. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
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23-40 Comment 
We call on the FAA to take into consideration the potential for a proposed full-scale airport at 
Peotone during the Tier II EIS, rather than addressing issues related only to an inaugural 
airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

23-41 Comment 
The FAA is preparing a draft environmental impact statement for the modernization of O'Hare 
airport to increase its capacity, thus dramatically changing the finding from the Tier I EIS that 
this alternative "is not yet ripe for environmental review" (Tier I EIS, page 3-10). 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

23-42 Comment 
We call on FAA to carefully consider the air quality impacts of the full-scale Peotone airport, 
and the additional highways outlined above, as part of this Tier II EIS. Sierra Club v. U.S. 
DOT, 962 F.Supp. 1037, 1045 (N.D. III. 1997). 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
  
  

23-43 Comment 
Before this plan goes any further, everyone should sit down and consider all the problems we 
face in transportation and consider all the solutions.  Then we should come up with a wise and 
long range plan, not some idea dreamed up by politicians and developers to boost our local 
economy. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0181 
  
  
  

23-44 Comment 
The inaugural site and the proposed ultimate site are Will County jurisdiction and it is both our 
desire and responsibility to see that the development is done in a manner that meets the 
needs of the County and region, and is done in the best interests of our citizens.  We desire to 
be directly linked to the work the FAA and IDOT are performing so that we can be part of the 
decision-making processes and insure that local plans are coordinated and integrated in to 
airport plans.  We desire to know the impacts on our natural resources, the needs and costs 
associated with transportation infrastructure and utilities, the impact on our tax-base, to insure 
on-site/off-site land-use compatibility, to be aware of noise impacts and mitigation measures, 
to have input in the design and lay-out of the airport facilities, and to know the justifications 
behind proposed airport size. 
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 Letter Codes 
SL0066 SL0067 SL0068 

  
  

23-45 Comment 
We [EPA] consider this a very significant project for our region.  We are prepared to work with 
you as the project progresses to ensure that environmental impacts are fully evaluated and 
minimized and that the appropriate alternatives are considered.  If FAA envisions a more 
specific role for EPA in the development or review of this EIS, please let us know.  Because of 
the significance of this project, we would appreciate any details that you can share regarding 
major project milestones, review time limits, and other expectations that you have of us. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0008 
  
  

23-46 Comment 
The decision has long ago already been made to push ahead with this unwanted, unneeded 
airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0023 
  
  

23-47 Comment 
There appears to [be] a consensus to build this airport.  While there is discussion on how best 
to build the airport, it is just that, discussion on how to bring the airport to an opening quickly.  
There are however those who would rather leave this area as it is now.  The concerns of these 
people who are against the airport should not be taken lightly, and we believe that the process 
we are embarking on will address the issues fairly and adequately. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0005 
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24-1 Comment 
What plans have been made to study and address the toxic chemical load and its effects on 
health and the surrounding environment? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0006 
  
  

24-2 Comment 
We feel that building an airport in Peotone and the surrounding communities would irreparably 
harm the quality of life in this area for generations to come. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0017 SP0046 SP0049 SP0055 SP0057 SP0067 SP0131 
  
  

24-3 Comment 
The (Tier 1) DEIS recognized in the Cumulative Impacts Section that the projected population 
increases would likely require expanded recreational facilities and open space.  However, no 
strategy is provided as to how local and state agencies are to meet this need or through what 
means this would be possible.  The (Tier 1) DEIS does not address how the public will be 
fairly compensated for the loss of natural and recreational resources. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0023 
  
  

24-4 Comment 
Don't spoil our land.  No airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0118 
  
  

24-5 Comment 
I come before you as a supporter of increasing the aviation capacity of the Chicago region, 
both through expansion of Chicago-O'Hare airport and by building the planned Will County 
South Suburban Airport.  I represent the entire footprint of the proposed airport as a 
Representative of the 11th Congressional District. 
Our region, and Will County in particular, are experiencing tremendous population growth,  In 
fact, Will County will become the second most populous county in Illinois by 2025.  The 
Proposed airport is needed sooner rather than later to accommodate the aviation needs of the 
region.  The IDOT forecasts by 2010, the regional demand for air travel will increase by 17.8 
million passengers.  It is appropriate and timely to prepare now and build the inaugural airport 
before the surge in demand comes at the end of the decade. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0160 
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24-5 Comment 
The environment would be impacted tremendously.  Compare the area around O'Hare to this 
area.  Do you want to ruin this area too as has been done there??  We know why Elk Grove 
Village and Bensenville are pushing this airport so hard.  They have had enough of the bad 
effects of O'Hare and want to shove their problems here on us.  We do not want it as more 
and more NO AIRPORT signs going up in this area point out. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0160 
  
  

24-6 Comment 
I come to you today and say could you please consider the impact that this is having on all of 
the families who moved out here who have so much pride in our community. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0146 SP0163 
  
  

24-6 Comment 
We are concerned with a bird's nest being disturbed, a cat caught in a tree or a dog appearing 
to be without a home. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0146 SP0163 
  
  

24-7 Comment 
In your meetings no cause is greater than righteousness and justice.  What others on your 
committee are urging cannot manipulate you from doing what is right.  Anything can be 
presented as being for the common good; do not overlook the right of the minority view. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

24-8 Comment 
We're going to need fresh air and the quality of lives and a cleaner environment, and we need 
to preserve it. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0158 
  
  

24-9 Comment 
According to the Chicago Tribune (12/04/03), airport supporters at the December 3 public 
heating argued that "any adverse environmental impact would be more then offset by the 
economic benefits reaped by the south suburbs."  By that statement, the supporters are now 
conceding that there are environmental impacts ( and likely conceding quality of life issues, 
too) associated with this proposal. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0169 

  
  

24-10 Comment 
There should be no compromise regarding an airport at Peotone, Illinois; people on either side 
of the issue can understand that any compromise is a step towards further "inching" and 
attempted negotiations.  There is a need for agricultural space and there are people who feel 
a need for open space; some people for urban areas; neither should dominate all space. The 
United States was founded with consideration of both the majority and the minority.  Defense 
of the rights of the owners of the land of the area should be understood.  This land belongs to 
someone; it is not for sale; you do not covet and take what belongs to someone else. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

24-11 Comment 
Other people's thoughts, wishes or poll-taking should not be put before the public as credible 
for any proposed taking of land belonging to someone else. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

24-12 Comment 
I am very concerned with anyone imposing over another's property rights. Some very 
courageous people came here in three little ships a long time ago to establish new homes, live 
in peace and hoping to not be uprooted again. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

24-13 Comment 
Everyone needs open space and the solitude it provides near to them, not just at some distant 
place. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

24-14 Comment 
There are people who love the land they live on, their relationship to it and their home in a 
rural setting often the home of an ancestral farm. These need to be respected and valued by 
all of us for the sense of permanency and security they provide for our country. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
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24-15 Comment 
Our seniors can't afford Medicare and health care, homelessness and hunger amongst the 
working poor.  Programs are cut, jobs are lost and to add to all these problems, millions of 
dollars are being wasted on a project that is being shoved down our throats. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0170 
  
  

24-16 Comment 
Sprawl is expensive and drains us of the time and resources to improve the quality of our 
lives. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0172 
  
  

24-17 Comment 
The environmental effects of the proposed Peotone Airport project on our area would be 
devastating: air and water pollution, traffic and noise alone would be bad enough, but we have 
another vital concern: flood control and infrastructure development. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0027 
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25-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address environmental issues such as floodplains.  Including the need to 
address adequacy of the existing floodplain mapping, avoidance of non-appropriate uses, and 
compensatory storage and mitigation for necessary modifications. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0001 SL0008 SL0029 SL0050 SP0133 
  
  

25-2 Comment 
What impact to the size and location of floodplains will occur with more often peak flow 
discharge from SSA? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0031 SL0033 
  
  

25-3 Comment 
Flood Plains?  Where will all of the solids from the treatment plant go? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0168 
  
  

25-4 Comment 
In the airport footprint area, if these drain tiles are disturbed, there's no way of knowing what 
effect they're going to have on site of this drainage area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0123 
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26-1 Comment 
The Tier I EIS notes the impacts associated with job and population growth in the area 
surrounding Peotone, it fails to address the corresponding loss of people, jobs, and tax 
revenues for other areas in the Chicago metropolitan region.  These impacts are likely to be 
quite significant. Moving 400,000 people to the Peotone area who would otherwise live, work, 
and pay taxes in other parts of the metropolitan region could prove devastating to Chicago 
and its inner ring suburbs. In particular, the Tier II EIS should examine the environmental 
justice impacts on such a massive emigration. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0178 
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27-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address Transportation infrastructure needs and costs, including construction 
routing. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0003 SL0001 SL0009 SL0019 SL0050 SP0004 SP0048 SP0166 
  
  

27-2 Comment 
Please add the following concern for your consideration.  The need to include an east side 
entrance into the airport for customers. 
We are of the opinion that a substantial portion of the market demand for the airport will come 
from northwest Indiana.  Limiting access to the west side of the airfield will increase drive 
times and may reduce demand to some extent.  There will also be potentially more economic 
benefit to the south suburbs if an eastern access were included. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0004 SL0013 SL0035 SL0042 SL0048 SL0054 
  
  

27-3 Comment 
Provide for necessary infrastructure as a result of the airport and the construction of the 
airport.  Congestion mitigation on local roads and existing highways will cost billions of 
additional dollars, particularly if the extension of I-335 will be required to handle traffic from the 
western suburbs and Indiana. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0004 SL0013 SL0017 SL0026 SL0036 SL0042 SL0048 SL0054 SP0010 SP0173 
  
  

27-4 Comment 
Arrangement for the excessive use of township roads as a result of the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0004 SL0042 SL0054 
  
  

27-5 Comment 
Need to identify and develop a plan for building the local infrastructure to accommodate a 
project of this magnitude. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0005 SL0049 
  
  

27-6 Comment 
EWCCM desires to know the impacts of the proposed airport on their communities as early as 
possible.  Impact information sought by the EWCCM includes transportation (especially 
impacts on local roadways during construction and after). 
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 Letter Codes 
SL0008 

  
  

27-7 Comment 
Will bike trails be provided for rural roads affected by a likely increase in traffic load?  These 
roads are now safely used by cross-country and recreational bicyclists.  It is unlikely that 
safety can be maintained without reconstruction and the inclusion of bike paths. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0026 SP0010 SP0021 
  
  

27-8 Comment 
We request continuous bike path encircling the airport perimeter with connections to the east, 
west, north, and south, plus access to the airport proper.  In addition, bicycle access to the 
terminal buildings and work areas are needed. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0021 
  
  

27-9 Comment 
What is the long-term plan for ground access to this site from the Chicago urban area and will 
the environment and economic issues related with these ground access improvements be 
addressed? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0019 SL0053 SL0068 
  
  

27-10 Comment 
How would NW Indiana roads be affected by increased auto and truck traffic, both during and 
after construction?  What are the estimates for increase in traffic?  What would be the funding 
mechanism for making expected road improvements?  What are the responsibilities of local, 
state, and federal governments for funding road improvements? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0025 SL0027 SL0032 
  
  

27-11 Comment 
How would the area be affected by future mass transit needs?  Will mass transit agencies be 
involved in planning for mass transit to and from the airport?  What funding mechanisms 
would fund needed mass transit? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0025 SL0036 SL0068 
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27-12 Comment 
Plans for rail access should be made explicit in the layout plan and the EIS.  It should be 
easily accessible and convenient so as to maximize pubic transportation ridership to the 
proposed airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

27-13 Comment 
The proposed east/west access road will cause negative impacts by shielding off the Village of 
Monee. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0034 
  
  

27-14 Comment 
Plan for multiple access sites to the terminal gate area via light rail.  It is cheaper to build and 
requires less land to operate on than conventional highways.  

  
 Letter Codes 

 
  
  

27-15 Comment 
Include repairs to Beecher-Peotone Road. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0040 
  
  

27-16 Comment 
With highway connections that include I-90, I-80/94, I-65, US 12 and US 20, the Gary/Chicago 
IA offers convenient access to the entire Chicago Metro area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0005 
  
  
  

27-17 Comment 
To access the "inaugural" site will require further insults to the environment in the form of 
additional highways, service roads, widening of existing roads, paved lots and the like. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0169 
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27-18 Comment 
Please include in your analysis all projected expansions to interstate highways and arterial 
roads necessitated, encouraged, or accelerated by the project. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

27-19 Comment 
The impact of highway infrastructure planned for the ultimate airport needs to be fully 
considered.  For years, the IDOT and the Illinois Toll Highway Authority have advocated the 
construction of an extension of I-355 to Peotone specifically for the purpose of serving the 
proposed airport.  In addition, the Chicago Area Transportation Study's 2030 Regional 
Transportation Plan for Northeastern Illinois identifies several recommended projects whose 
purpose is to serve an airport at Peotone.  The environmental impacts of all these proposed 
road improvements should be examined in the Tier II EIS. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0068 SP0178 
  
  

27-20 Comment 
The study needs to investigate what staging of roadway network closures, maintenance, and 
upgrades are required during the various construction phases, including land acquisition. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0068 
  
  

27-21 Comment 
The existing roadway network needs to be studied for impact caused by closures to the 
system.  This should include what improvements would need to be made to remaining 
operation system and sources to finance improvements. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0068 
  
  

27-22 Comment 
The study must address what secondary cumulative impacts caused by the airport 
development within and surrounding buffer zone will have on existing transportation system 
including upgrades. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0068 
  
  

27-23 Comment 
Interstate 57 and an existing railroad are very close to the Greater Kankakee Airport and 
would be assets for expanding this airport. 
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 Letter Codes 
SL0003 

  
  

27-24 Comment 
When this airport is built I will have some roads on the north end of the property that I will not 
be able to serve because the access is cut off by the property itself.  These residents will not 
have the service they have now. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0013 
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28-1 Comment 
The project should consider creation of a continuous greenway along the east boundary of the 
site as an extension of the Plum Grove Preserves.  This greenway could be carried east-west 
through the site with landscaping through the terminal complex, continued as landscaping 
along the airport entry and connecting to Raccoon Grove.  This Greenway proposal should be 
considered as part of an early overall landscape concept and theme for the airport as a whole. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

28-2 Comment 
We would support and encourage any effort to utilize the periphery of the airport to 
compliment a system of regional trail loops, which off a network of linkages across Will 
County...  This trail loop system is intended as a foundation on which other trail connections 
can be made as land and funds become available.  A project of this magnitude and scale 
provides the opportunity to significantly further the creation of such a system in this portion of 
Will County. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0069 
  
  

28-3 Comment 
Keep overall cost of operation foremost when considering how to design this airport and 
related facilities. 

  
 

 Letter Codes 
SL0017 SL0036 
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29-1 Comment 
EIS needs to address mitigation plans for all impacts and discuss and review with local 
governments. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0001 SL0050 SL0051 SP0010 
  
  

29-2 Comment 
We support not only development of South Suburban Airport at the state-designated site in 
Will County, but also inclusion of WIll County as a full partner with the FAA and IDOT. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0005 SL0049 
  
  

29-3 Comment 
We support the efforts of Local, County, State and Federal officials to continue long standing 
cooperative efforts to do proper planning for areas outside the footprint of the airport and 
along highway and rail corridors which will be used to provide excellent access to the airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0006 SL0047 
  
  

29-4 Comment 
SSA will be a critical component to our system of airports. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0007 SL0039 
  
  

29-5 Comment 
IDNR submitted comments during Tier 1 and those comments/concerns have not changed.  
Since the site conditions have not significantly changed, despite some changes in proposed 
scope, the concerns regarding natural resources on the site expressed in our earlier letters 
remain valid. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0004 SS0001 SS0004 
  
  

29-6 Comment 
Will County envisions this airport as being a supplement to O'Hare and Midway capacity, 
complementing these airport systems.  The Will County regional south suburban airport 
proposal assumes that O'Hare will be expanded and I stand with Will County in their 
commitment to both O'Hare and Will County regional SSA. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0001 
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29-7 Comment 
The suggested South Suburban Airport has a direct and detrimental impact on several areas 
concerning the long term growth and operation of the existing Gary/Chicago International 
Airport (GCA).  As you are aware, the GCA is located 25 miles south of Chicago's Loop.  This 
airport has tremendous existing resources that offer a windfall in aiding many of the region's 
air traffic concerns. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0003 SP0106 
  
  

29-9 Comment 
Would Peotone airport, whether the original 23,000 acre proposal or merely the presumably 
privately funded "starter" now under consideration, spark a south side and south suburban 
renaissance?  Not if development is still controlled by the downtown interests. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0002 
  
  

29-10 Comment 
I can't seem to get the handicapped doors fixed around here and the university is cutting out 
the mobility cart program when you guys are spending God knows how much money on a new 
airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0005 
  
  

29-11 Comment 
Who is going to be the Airport Authority? How will the Authority be chosen?  By whom will the 
Airport Authority be chosen?  Will it be a local, state or federal agency? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0026 SP0010 
  
  

29-12 Comment 
RESERVED 

  
 Letter Codes 

 
  
  

29-13 Comment 
How and when is the project going to start and how can the community cope with the airport 
when it is done? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0013 SL0048 
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29-14 Comment 
Comments on the Tier 1 scoping and draft EIS also apply to Tier 2. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0023 
  
  

29-15 Comment 
There needs to be a more complete inventory of the current baseline conditions of the 
District's holdings that would likely be impacted by the development of an airport.  The 
inventories should include baseline information on current wildlife densities and use patterns, 
recreational use patterns and noise levels.  There should also be provisions stated within the 
EIS implicating that a structured monitoring schedule would be established in order to detect 
any impact from the development of the airport.  A set of criteria should also be established in 
order to determine what level of impact would be acceptable before mitigation and 
compensation would be necessary. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0023 
  
  

29-16 Comment 
I feel this project will have some impact but very little at best. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0070 
  
  

29-17 Comment 
Can any group private or governmental supersede the FAA process? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0112 
  
  

29-18 Comment 
SSA would have significant direct and indirect environmental impacts. Impacts should be 
limited through the use of conservation design methods. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0025 SL0026 
  
  

29-19 Comment 
How would development of SSA affect growth and development of the GCA and other airports 
in northwestern Indiana? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0025 
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29-20 Comment 
How would future SSA flight patterns affect the current and planned runway configurations at 
GCA? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0025 
  
  

29-21 Comment 
We recommend that a green space area in the 1-mile buffer zone around the perimeter of the 
airport, outside of the footprint, be included as an integral part of the environmental 
contingencies of airport development. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0026 SP0010 SP0137 
  
  

29-22 Comment 
The proposed South Suburban Airport will bring much needed construction and economic 
activity to the Southern Suburbs in Chicagoland area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0005 
  
  

29-23 Comment 
Beecher Marsh and Prairie are located adjacent to the proposed airport.  These areas are 
prime for recreation and wildlife use and should be considered inappropriate for mitigation 
purposes.  Airport operations should be oriented away from these areas as they will likely 
attract water foul. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0029 
  
  

29-24 Comment 
Careful planning and attention to detail will insure that this change will not damage the 
environment nor be traumatic to the communities. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0030 
  
  

29-25 Comment 
The FAA recognizes IDOT as the local sponsor of the South Suburban Airport, but in time, the 
operator and owner of the airport must be locally led.  The Will County board has voted to 
support and is actively seeking co-sponsorship with IDOT for the Will County regional Airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0001 
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29-26 Comment 
I would also suggest that we plan for what we know to be factual and plan to accommodate 90 
to 95 percent of the airport's operational impact.  Trying to mitigate 100 percent of the impacts 
will render this site and most other urban locations unusable and cost-prohibitive. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 
  
  

29-27 Comment 
Designing for total delay-free operation under all circumstances will prove to be impractical 
and cost-prohibitive.   

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 
  
  

29-28 Comment 
Pay very close attention to projected flight patterns when determining runway layout.  Noise 
contours do not paint the complete picture to overflight impacts. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0017 SL0036 
  
  

29-29 Comment 
Do you really think in our hearts that destroying this bountiful area that produces food and that 
feeds you and your family is the right thing to do? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0142 
  
  

29-30 Comment 
I (we) support the SSA project. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0037 SL0041 SL0055 SL0057 SL0058 SL0063 
  
  

29-31 Comment 
The long-term environmental impacts should be based on the ultimate build-out, not just the 
inaugural footprint.  We need to place before the public the potential size of the airfield, the 
number of operations and associated consequences for the years 2008, 2025 and beyond. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0007 SL0039 
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29-32 Comment 
One of the tremendous benefits provided by a public/private partnership enables the 
municipalities participating in the intergovernmental agreement to manage the infrastructure 
and quality of life impact in any communities that will be most affected.  This partnership 
enables the creation of an off-site infrastructure management authority inclusive of all the 
towns that are affected, not just the surrounding towns, but other towns as well in the region.  
Another benefit is the airport distributed cash flow in the public/private partnership can be 
utilized by municipalities who are offsite with the structured improvements. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0041 
  
  

29-33 Comment 
The money spent to date on this project would certainly relieve school districts of debt, provide 
funds to police departments, both local and state, to help enforce laws, reduce crime and drug 
trafficking.  Countless children are hungry in our communities.  Food programs would be 
better for our community than an airport.  If we have all the amenities in our community for an 
airport being transportation, water, human resources and funding, why not build something 
that will build the community and not destroy it? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0045 
  
  

29-34 Comment 
Purchase property in a fair way and protect the taxpayers. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0052 SL0059 
  
  

29-35 Comment 
The Project Manager, Brad Roseberry was indicated in a criminal corruption case, admitted 
wrong doing and was granted immunity by providing testimony at a criminal trial involving the 
George Ryan Secretary of State administration.  Mr. Roseberry's reliability and integrity are 
therefore in question, and consequently all work on the Peotone project done under his 
administration should be rejected by the FAA. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0105 
  
  

29-36 Comment 
IDOT manipulated and double crossed the FAA by requesting a two tier study, the first of 
which concerned land acquisition.  IDOT went ahead and began acquiring the land prior to the 
FAA finding.  This not only made the FAA look extremely foolish, but is an example of the 
devious, untrustworthy behavior which has characterized this airport development project until 
the election of Governor Blagojevich. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0105 

  
  

29-37 Comment 
The FAA needs to take an unbiased view, not merely taking restated claims from years past. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0060 
  
  

29-38 Comment 
Economic needs must be considered in conjunction with other important public concerns such 
as environmental impacts.  Environmental concerns should be included in each step of the 
development of SSA, but there has been no evidence in the environmental studies to slow or 
halt this project. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0063 
  
  

29-39 Comment 
What agency will build and operate this project?  FAA?  IDOT?  City of Chicago?  Will it be a 
local, state, or federal agency? Can commissioners operate this project? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0064 
  
  

29-40 Comment 
No more money should be spent on nor should any more land be bought for the pipe dream of 
a third Chicago airport. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0161 
  
  

29-41 Comment 
Consider the lawsuits that almost always result when an airliner crashes, and especially if the 
crash results from negligence. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0162 
  
  

29-42 Comment 
Any supporter of an airport at Peotone, Illinois is involved with the enlargement of "takings" 
beyond the original constitutional intent of the right of eminent domain. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0163 

  
  

29-43 Comment 
Citizens of the United States of America have the right to purchase, own, and hold their own 
property. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

29-44 Comment 
The government wishes private property and grouping itself with private segments providing 
funding, linking the two, sharing a project, for which the government does not have funds and 
with neither accepting the responsibility of transgressing private rights. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

29-45 Comment 
These intruders know this is putting the hardship of stress and tears for a long time on people; 
one does not take the property of anyone for the wants of another.  Supporting such 
procedure would put your own homes and families in eventual uncertainty. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  
  

29-46 Comment 
I would just like to make sure that the FAA has this brochure entitled "This is as close as 
airplanes need to get to Peotone," and it shows a jet flying very high above in the sky. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0155 
  
  
  

29-47 Comment 
We elect our officials to take care of necessary business, not to relocate our lives.  There is a 
very deep concern involved here with the excitement of many groups coming together to win a 
point and make a lot of money; there is so much concerns about those values and the harm 
they are doing throughout our country. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
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29-48 Comment 
Where are all of these travelers coming from?  Is there a need to control the number of visitors 
to our state, our home?  Our homes are sacred to our lives; please do not try to make other 
plans for them.  Please do not let anyone impose the wishes of others here.  This is first a 
homeland.  Who will support the right of the citizen of the Untied States to own and keep his 
own property? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0163 
  
  

29-49 Comment 
I would like to ask that planning for the South Suburban Airport include paths and 
accommodations on roadways associated with the airport's development. We request a 
continuous bike path encircling the airport perimeter with connections to the east, west, north 
and south, plus access to the airport proper.  In addition bicycle access to the terminal 
buildings and work areas is needed. 
 
Development of the airport will severely impact existing bicycle conditions, while increasing 
the demand and needs of future recreational and utilitarian bicyclists. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0164 
  
  

29-50 Comment 
The proposed Peotone airport project, including the development and further decentralization 
of the Chicago region that it will induce, has the potential to do more environmental harm than 
perhaps any other single project currently proposed in Illinois. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

29-51 Comment 
Estimating and attempting to quantify these impacts is indeed a large undertaking, but given 
the potential economic and environmental costs of the South Suburban Airport, and the 
apparent availability of alternatives to it, taxpayers deserve no less than an honest and full 
accounting of these impacts from this process. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0165 
  
  

29-52 Comment 
Jessie Jackson should stay in his own district and worry about the problems there. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0166 
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29-53 Comment 
I felt it extremely important for your office to be made aware of the character of the people who 
have been involved in this project.  It is being alleged here in the area that the real reason 
behind these politicians pushing for the airport construction is to control the contracts and vast 
amount of Federal Money that will pass through hands with the potential for large scale fraud. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0190 
  
  

29-54 Comment 
The Draft EIS contradicted the Illinois Department of Transportation's own phase I engineering 
Report in several transparent ways.  Peotone was referred to as 35 miles from the Central 
Business District in the EIS, but  the Engineering report more accurately describes the site as 
40 miles distance from the city center (p.41). 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0187 SP0189 
  
  

29-55 Comment 
Our schools are in trouble. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0170 
  
  

29-56 Comment 
What ever happened to "By the People, For the People"?  Is it that easy to forget?  Because 
this is not for the good of the People. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0170 
  
  

29-57 Comment 
If this were a company trying to get a loan from a bank, they would be shown the door so fast 
their heads would spin. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0175 
  
  
  

29-58 Comment 
The December 2003 issue of National Geographic magazine celebrates this event with an 
article on flying which includes the future of flying. I highly recommend that this be reviewed by 
the responsible parties of the FAA before making a final decision, if in fact that decision hasn't 
already been made, on approving the building of the proposed airport. 
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 Letter Codes 
SP0176 

  
  

29-59 Comment 
If the airlines won't go to Rockford, or to Milwaukee, or to Gary, what makes you think they will 
come here? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0179 
  
  

29-60 Comment 
How can municipalities miles away dictate what should be done in our community? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0180 
  
  

29-61 Comment 
The proposed South Suburban Airport of Peotone is former Gov. George Ryan's pet project.  
In light of the Federal Racketeering indictment brought against the former governor.  Any and 
all of his projects should be stopped immediately and fully investigated.  Any of his dealings 
during his last 12 years in public office should be suspect. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0180 
  
  
  

29-62 Comment 
I believe it is a deep shame that this airport is still being seriously considered. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0181 
  
  
  

29-63 Comment 
The only way to really appreciate what will be taken environmentally is to visit the targeted 
area on foot with the consent of the landowners and without the politicians in tow.  With the 
perspective of biologists, botanists, and soil scientists, the area farmers and other residents 
can point out what cannot be grasped simply by examining aerial maps, engineer's 
reports/drawings and the studies/rhetoric of politicians. I urge that the opponents who reside 
and farm in this area be taken seriously as they state the basis for defeating this proposal. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0169 
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29-64 Comment 
These politicians have latched onto "Peotone" as their pawn to try to accomplish their political 
agenda to stop O'Hare.  It is absurd to think that O'Hare can or should be matched or replaced 
by an airport in Peotone. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0169 
  
  

29-65 Comment 
I fully support the building of the Will County south suburban third airport, locally led by Will 
County in partnership with the FAA, IDOT and all interested parties. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SF0001 SF0007 
  
  

29-66 Comment 
This airport would have a significant negative effect on the area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0003 
  
  

29-67 Comment 
We should be told the results of these public scoping meetings. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SP0007 
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30-1 Comment 
What provisions are going to be made for access to the site for emergency response, either 
initial response or on a mutual aid basis? 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0015 
  
  

30-2 Comment 
Local fire departments are concerned with response times both on site and off-site, particularly 
to residents outside the airport boundaries, but close enough to the airport to cause our 
response to be delayed by traffic congestion. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SL0015 
  
  

30-3 Comment 
As the state agency responsible for environmental protection, we are concerned about the 
environmental impact of the South Suburban Airport not only in the immediate vicinity but also 
on the Chicago area. 

  
 Letter Codes 

SS0007 
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