
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

TIER 2 EIS DRAFT
SCOPING

DOCUMENTATION
SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT,                     

INAUGURAL AIRPORT PROGRAM

VOLUME 2
For further information:

Mr. Denis Rewerts
Capacity Officer

Federal Aviation Administration -
Chicago Airports District Office

2300 East Devon Avenue
Des Plaines, IL 60018

JANUARY 2004



Scoping Document  January 2004 
Inaugural Airport Program at the South Suburban Airport  

1

SOUTH SUBURBAN AIRPORT, INAUGURAL AIRPORT PROGRAM 
TIER 2 EIS SCOPING DOCUMENTATION 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
VOLUME 1 

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
 
SECTION 1: SCOPING NOTIFICATION 
 

1.1 Federal Register Notice of Intent 

1.2 Advertisements 

1.3 Mailings 

 

SECTION 2: SCOPING MEETINGS 
2.1 Agency and Public Meeting Handout 

2.2 Agency and Public Meeting Display Boards 

2.3 Agency and Public Meeting Presentation 

2.4 Agency Meeting Sign-In Sheets 

2.5 Public Meeting Sign-In Sheets 

 

SECTION 3: SCOPING COMMENTS RECEIVED 
3.1 Agency / Public Comments Database Report 

3.2 Federal Agency Comments 

3.3 State Agency Comments 

3.4 Local Agency Comments 

 

VOLUME 2 
3.5 Public Comments 

3.6 Transcripts 



SECTION 3 

(continued)

SCOPING COMMENTS RECEIVED



SECTION 3.5

PUBLIC COMMENTS





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































SECTION 3.6

TRANSCRIPTS



Agency Scoping Meeting

Wednesday, December 3, 2003



 
 
 
 
 
 
         1    
 
         2    
 
         3              FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION HEARING 
 
         4                                   
 
         5                       AGENCY SCOPING MEETING 
 
         6                                   
 
         7                                   
 
         8                                   
 
         9              South Suburban Inaugural Airport Program 
 
        10                   Environmental Impact Statement 
 
        11                                   
 
        12                                   
 
        13                                   
 
        14                                   
 
        15                      Held December 3rd, 2003 
 
        16                      10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
 
        17                     Governors State University 
 
        18                     University Park, Illinois 
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
 
 
                       Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500           1 



  1/29/2004 
For Official Use Only  5:57 PM  

         1                             I N D E X  
  
         2     
  
         3                                                PAGE Letter 
 Code 
         4     
  
         5   TIMOTHY MARTIN................................  9 SS00005 
  
         6   TIMOTHY O'DONNELL............................. 12 SL00034 
  
         7   PAUL LOHMANN.................................. 14 SL00035 
  
         8   MIKE EINHORN.................................. 19 SL00036 
  
         9   KARL KRUSE.................................... 27 SL00037 
  
        10   JOE MIKAN..................................... 29 SL00038 
  
        11   RICK BRYANT................................... 33 SL00039 
  
        12   DENNIS J. BARAN............................... 39 SL00040 
  
        13   AL McCOWAN.................................... 41 SL00041 
  
        14   DENNIS KOEHN.................................. 44 SL00042 
  
        15   RICHARD SYGULLA............................... 45 SL00043 
  
        16   JAMES DAUGHERTY............................... 47 SL00044 
  
        17   BRUCE HAMANN.................................. 50 SL00045 
  
        18   STELLA ZAJAKALA............................... 52 SL00046 
  
        19   ED PAESEL..................................... 54 SL00047 
  
        20   JERRY K. MEYER................................ 56 SL00048 
  
        21   BOB HERRICK................................... 58 SL00049 
  
        22   MARGIE WOODS.................................. 61 SL00050 
  
        23   JOHN PAIGE.................................... 64 SL00051 
  
        24   MARY ANN DEUTSCHE............................. 68 SL00052 
  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
         1             MR. REWERTS:  Good morning.  I'd like to call this  
 
         2   meeting to order.   
 
         3             Let the record show that it's now 10:00 a.m.,  
 
         4   December 3, 2003.  My name is Denis Rewerts.  I'm the Airport  
 
         5   Capacity Officer for the Federal Aviation Administration in  
 
         6   the Chicago Airports District Office.  To my right is Barbara  
 
         7   Johnson, Assistant Manager of the Airports District Office.   
 
         8   In addition, we have a number of FAA employees here and  
 
         9   employees from URS, our FAA EIS contractor, they're here to  
 
        10   assist you in answering questions that you might have.  You  
 
        11   can identify them by the name tags they're wearing.  They  
 
        12   have their name and organization on them.   
 
        13             On behalf of the FAA I want to welcome you this  
 
        14   morning to the scoping meeting for the Tier 2 Environmental  
 
        15   Impact Statement Study for the proposed construction and  
 
        16   operation of the inaugural airport facilities at the South  
 
        17   Suburban Airport site.  The south suburban site which is  
 
        18   located here in Will County was one of the several locations  
 
        19   considered in the Tier 1 EIS and approved in the FAA Record  
 
        20   of Decision dated July 12, 2002.   
 
        21             Our reason for being here today is to hold a  
 
        22   scoping meeting.  The scoping meeting process is the initial  
 
        23   step in the FAA preparation of an Environmental Impact  
 
        24   Statement for the State of Illinois' proposed action.  The  
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         1   regulations for implementing the National Environmental  
 
         2   Policy Act otherwise known as NEPA defines the scoping  
 
         3   process as "an early and open process for determining the  
 
         4   scope of issues to be addressed and for identifying the  
 
         5   significant issues related to the proposed action;" therefore  
 
         6   we are here today to inform you about the State's proposed  
 
         7   action and to listen to your comments on the environmental  
 
         8   impacts that should be addressed in conjunction with the  
 
         9   environmental study being prepared.   
 
        10             We have a court reporter to my left who will be  
 
        11   recording all verbal testimony to ensure that all comments  
 
        12   are documented so that they are adequately considered and  
 
        13   addressed in preparation for the Environmental Impact  
 
        14   Statement.   
 
        15             We are not here today to debate the merits of the  
 
        16   State's proposed action.  We are here to receive your  
 
        17   comments concerning the environmental issues that should be  
 
        18   addressed during the environmental study.  This is your  
 
        19   opportunity to tell us what specific areas you think need to  
 
        20   be examined in the conduct of an environmental study.   
 
        21             FAA regulations stipulate that an EIS normally  
 
        22   require -- excuse me, FAA regulations stipulate that an EIS  
 
        23   is normally required for first-time airport layout approval  
 
        24   and Federal financial participation in a commercial services  
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         1   airport located within the standard metropolitan statistical  
 
         2   area.   
 
         3             This Tier 2 EIS will be prepared to comply with the  
 
         4   requirements of FAA Order 1050.1D, Policies and Procedures  
 
         5   for Considering Environmental Impacts, and FAA Order 5050.4A,  
 
         6   Airport Environmental Handbook.  These are FAA's  
 
         7   environmental requirements for complying with the NEPA.  A  
 
         8   tiered EIS focuses on issues that are right for decisions and  
 
         9   excludes from consideration those issues already decided or  
 
        10   not yet right.  Tiering is appropriate for environmental  
 
        11   documents concerned with the development and operation of  
 
        12   inaugural airport facilities, issues relating to development  
 
        13   and operating of airport facilities beyond the inaugural  
 
        14   airport program which would be described in later  
 
        15   environmental documents and issued from the Federal review  
 
        16   and decision.  
 
        17             The scoping document has been prepared and provided  
 
        18   to you which summarizes the project and the scoping process.   
 
        19   Page five of the document shows the flowchart of the  
 
        20   Environmental Review Process.   
 
        21             After the draft ESI is prepared, it will be  
 
        22   circulated for a 45-day comment period which will include a  
 
        23   public hearing and an opportunity for written comment.  The  
 
        24   issues brought up during the public review period will then  
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         1   be addressed in the final EIS.  No action being taken until  
 
         2   30 days after the notice of the availability of a final EIS  
 
         3   has been published in the Federal Register.   
 
         4             Prior to taking any action, the FAA will issue a  
 
         5   written decision otherwise referred to as a ROD on the  
 
         6   State's proposed action.  The ROD states what that decision  
 
         7   is identifying all alternatives considered and discusses any  
 
         8   mitigating measures that may be taken to minimize adverse  
 
         9   impact.  
 
        10             After the ROD is issued, the actions outlined in  
 
        11   that ROD can then be taken.  Let me say clearly now that the  
 
        12   FAA has not made any decision to approve or disapprove any  
 
        13   part of this project that is under consideration.  A Notice  
 
        14   of Intent to prepare a tiered Environmental Impact Statement  
 
        15   and to hold scoping meetings were published in the Federal  
 
        16   Register dated October 28, 2003.  Publication of the notice   
 
        17   started the process of complying with this.  This notice was  
 
        18   mailed to Federal, State and local officials.  The FAA also  
 
        19   placed notice of scoping meetings in several newspapers of  
 
        20   general circulation within the project area.  
 
        21             This morning we are holding the scoping meeting for  
 
        22   Federal, State and local agencies.  The second meeting will  
 
        23   be held later today between the hours of 4:00 and 8:00 p.m.  
 
        24   in this same room.  That meeting will be for the public and  
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         1   local elected officials who were unable to attend this  
 
         2   morning's meeting.  
 
         3             If you have a copy of your testimony and would like  
 
         4   to leave it for the record, you may give it to Barbara  
 
         5   Johnson to my right.  Written comments can be submitted until  
 
         6   December 19, 2003 to me, Denis Rewerts, my address is:  FAA,  
 
         7   Chicago Airports District Office, 2300 East Devon Avenue, Des  
 
         8   Plaines, Illinois  60018.  My name and address are also  
 
         9   listed in the scoping document and on the written comment  
 
        10   sheets, both of which are available at the sign-in desk.  
 
        11             If you wish to provide written comments today,  
 
        12   please either leave them at the sign-in desk or deposit them  
 
        13   in the written comment box located in the workshop area  
 
        14   outside this room.  Written comments may also be submitted to  
 
        15   me by mail.  Comments submitted by mail must be received no  
 
        16   later than December 19th.  My email address is listed on page  
 
        17   three of the scoping document.   
 
        18             To assure that the court reporter accurately  
 
        19   records all comments, members of the audience are requested  
 
        20   to remain quiet during the testimony.  No interviews are to  
 
        21   be conducted in this room.  Also, it is requested that all  
 
        22   cell phones be turned off.  
 
        23             If the media have any questions, Mr. Tony  
 
        24   Muldonaro, our public affairs officer, will be available to  
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         1   assist you.  I would like to open up the meeting to Federal,  
 
         2   State and Local agency representatives here today to provide  
 
         3   you an opportunity to express your concerns about the State  
 
         4   of Illinois' proposed action and clarification of their  
 
         5   conduct of the Environmental Impact Statement.   
 
         6             Does anybody have any questions? 
 
         7             Seeing no questions, I would like to call Mr.   
 
         8   Timothy Martin, Secretary of Transportation, State of  
 
         9   Illinois Department of Transportation.  Mr. Martin.  
 
        10    
 
        11    
 
        12    
 
        13    
 
        14    
 
        15    
 
        16    
 
        17    
 
        18    
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                           Timothy Martin 
                              Secretary of Transportation 
         2           State of Illinois Department of Transportation 
              
         3    
              
         4             Thank you.  I would like to take this opportunity  
 
         5   to thank the FAA for conducting this scoping meeting.  It's  
 
         6   an exciting time for aviation in Illinois.  I'm not sure how  
 
         7   many states can say that there are two major aviation  
 
         8   projects going on simultaneously.  
 
         9             Governor Blagojevich has stated that he believes  
 
        10   South Suburban Airport should be built for a number of  
 
        11   reasons:  First, we believe that there's a demonstrated need  
 
        12   for this airport, even with the eventual completion of the  
 
        13   O'Hare Modernization Program, even when Midway Airport  
 
        14   reaches its capacity, even with the expansion of service to  
 
        15   Rockford Airport, and even with the proposed improvements to  
 
        16   the Gary-Chicago Airport.  Once there is agreement on  
 
        17   projections of landings and take-offs, we believe that  
 
        18   greater interest will be shown by a number of people,  
 
        19   organizations and the airline industry.   
 
        20             Second, the proposed South Suburban Airport will  
 
        21   bring much needed construction and economic activity to the  
 
        22   Southern Suburbs in the Chicagoland area.  Governor  
 
        23   Blagojovich has developed the Opportunity Returns Program  
 
        24   which is focused on developing projects and programs which  
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         1   will bring jobs and economic growth to regions throughout the  
 
         2   state of Illinois.  While this project may not have an  
 
         3   immediate impact on the economy in this area, it will have  
 
         4   long-term benefits to the entire South Suburban area.  
 
         5             Third, there appears to a consensus to build this  
 
         6   airport.  While there is discussion on how best to build the  
 
         7   airport, it is just that, discussion on how to bring the  
 
         8   airport to an opening quickly.  There are however those who  
 
         9   would rather leave this area as it is now.  The concerns of  
 
        10   these people who are against the airport should not be taken  
 
        11   lightly, and we believe that the process we are embarking on  
 
        12   will address the issues fairly and adequately.  
 
        13             I would also like to discuss how the State of  
 
        14   Illinois views the South Suburban Airport as it relates to  
 
        15   the O'Hare Modernization Plan.  Governor Blagojevich has  
 
        16   strongly supported the bill passed by the Illinois General  
 
        17   Assembly in May 2003.  The Governor, the Speaker of the House  
 
        18   of Representatives, members of Congress and the Illinois  
 
        19   General Assembly have all stated that the success of the  
 
        20   State of Illinois is partially based on the success of the  
 
        21   O'Hare Modernization Plan.  Given these two factors, progress  
 
        22   of the environmental and design studies for the O'Hare  
 
        23   Modernization Plan should take precedence in the process. 
 
        24             The State of Illinois believes that the progress of  
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         1   these two projects should be kept separate.  While we  
 
         2   understand that there may be common elements, these should be  
 
         3   coordinated and there should be no combination of the  
 
         4   studies.  The combination of the studies we believe would  
 
         5   most likely delay both projects with probable negative  
 
         6   impacts.  
 
         7             IDOT is considering the development of a  
 
         8   public/private process which would result in the construction  
 
         9   and operation of this airport.  Should the process that we  
 
        10   are starting today lead to an approval of construction for  
 
        11   the airport, the partners in this authority should be made up  
 
        12   of the governmental agencies in South Suburban Cook and Will  
 
        13   Counties.  
 
        14             The State of Illinois fully supports this process  
 
        15   and looks forward to being a key sponsor in the development  
 
        16   of this airport.  Thank you very much for your time.  
 
        17             MR. REWERTS:  Thank you, Mr. Martin. 
 
        18             We have two microphones here, so what I am going to  
 
        19   do is I'm going to call two names so we can have one person  
 
        20   speak and the other person ready to speak so that will move  
 
        21   things along a little quicker.  So the first speaker is  
 
        22   Timothy O'Donnell, and the next speaker will be Paul Lohmann. 
 
        23              
 
        24    
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         1                         Timothy O'Donnell 
                                 5130 West Court Street 
         2                       Monee, Illinois  60449 
              
         3    
              
         4             Good morning, my name is Timothy O'Donnell.  I'm  
 
         5   Village President of Monee, Illinois.  The first thing I  
 
         6   would like you to know is the Village of Monee which is one  
 
         7   of the main communities next to and around the airport  
 
         8   involved is adamantly opposed to the building of this airport  
 
         9   at this location.  
 
        10             The first negative impact of our Village is the  
 
        11   proposed east/west access road.  This road was designed in  
 
        12   such a manner to shield off Monee's little area.  This road  
 
        13   further damages the homes of our neighbors to the south in  
 
        14   Heather Brook subdivision and in what is known as the Raccoon  
 
        15   Road area.  
 
        16             The second direct impact of our Village is the  
 
        17   supply of water.  Monee has an adequate water supply from our  
 
        18   aquifer.  The building of the airport will endanger the  
 
        19   future of Monee and surrounding areas.  Where will they get  
 
        20   their water?   There have been statements made they could get  
 
        21   it from the Kankankee River.  Will this drain the river down  
 
        22   the stream from there?  How will this water be replaced?  
 
        23             The surface run-off from the runways will be going  
 
        24   into the aquifer and damaging our water supply.  The  
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         1   pollution that will accompany the jet planes will destroy the  
 
         2   vegetation and wildlife in the Will County fishing area  
 
         3   located in and down Ridgeland Avenue and Pauline Road.  The  
 
         4   dumping of fuel will permeate the air and pollute the  
 
         5   surrounding areas.  Also, there is no provision for  
 
         6   wastewater treatment in the plans that I could see.  Where  
 
         7   will all this wastewater go?  
 
         8             Lastly, I believe that the intrusion of the two  
 
         9   northern suburbs of the Chicago area that are pushing for the  
 
        10   construction of this airport should not be allowed.  Their  
 
        11   motives for this airport is to stop the expansion of the  
 
        12   Chicago O'Hare Airport which the Governor has signed into  
 
        13   legislation.  Their plan is to do it their way and not have  
 
        14   local authority by the four towns that are directly affected  
 
        15   by this construction of this not-needed airport.  
 
        16             I'd ask the FAA to see in their wisdom that this  
 
        17   airport is not essential in the future aviation process for  
 
        18   the Chicago area.  I will be supplying further documentation  
 
        19   for that which will be submitted by the December 19th  
 
        20   deadline.  Thank you for your consideration.  
 
        21             MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.   
 
        22             The next speaker is Paul Lohmann.  Spell your name  
 
        23   for the record. 
 
        24              
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         1                            Paul Lohmann 
                                      707 Oak Park 
         2                      Beecher, Illinois  60401 
              
         3    
              
         4             Paul Lohmann, L-O-H-M-A-N-N.  Thank you.  On behalf  
 
         5   of the Village of Beecher, I would like to add the following  
 
         6   ten concerns as part of the record for the FAA Tier 2 scoping  
 
         7   process for your consideration:  
 
         8             1. The need to include an eastern public passenger  
 
         9   access to the airport.  We are of the opinion that a  
 
        10   substantial portion of the market demand for the airport will  
 
        11   come from Northwest Indiana.  Limiting access to the west  
 
        12   side of the airfield will increase drive times and may reduce  
 
        13   demand to some extent.  There will also be potentially more  
 
        14   economic benefit to the south suburbs if an eastern access  
 
        15   were included.  
 
        16             2.  Limiting the size of the airport to four  
 
        17   runways.  With the expansion of O'Hare, we feel there is no  
 
        18   long-term need for more than four runways at this facility.   
 
        19   Passenger demand will be affected by the expansion of O'Hare  
 
        20   and new enplanement forecasts will probably verify our  
 
        21   assumption that six runways are no longer needed.  The  
 
        22   elimination of the south runway in the six runway  
 
        23   configuration would also reduce the detrimental effects of  
 
        24   flyovers of our community.  
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         1             3.  Consider shifting the four runway airfield  
 
         2   further north to reduce flyovers of the existing residences.   
 
         3   Since 1995, 300 homes have been built on under the DNL noise  
 
         4   contours of the two furthest south runways with the addition  
 
         5   of another 300 homes within the immediate future.  If the  
 
         6   first runway can be shifted to the north side of Eagle Lake  
 
         7   Road and the second runway to the north of this runway, new  
 
         8   noise contours will fall over less-populated areas.  
 
         9             4.  Airport expansion phasing.  The Village of  
 
        10   Beecher would like to have the second and third runways built  
 
        11   to the north of the first runway and the fourth runway be  
 
        12   built south of the first runway.  This phasing pattern also  
 
        13   reduces flyovers of existing homes. 
 
        14             5.  Compel the use of a regional facility for sewer  
 
        15   treatment.  In lieu of a stand-alone facility for sewer  
 
        16   treatment, the State of Illinois should be encouraged to  
 
        17   examine and provide a cost-effective analysis of a regional  
 
        18   plant operated by a sanitary district shared by other  
 
        19   communities close to the airport.   The Village has had  
 
        20   discussions with Thorn Creek Sanitary District on this matter  
 
        21   and they are agreeable to considering an expansion of their  
 
        22   district into eastern Will County including the airport if a  
 
        23   cost-effective approach can be attained.   
 
        24             6.  Operating conditions of the airport should  
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         1   limit flyovers of existing residences.  The Village would  
 
         2   encourage parallel take-offs off the runway for at least  
 
         3   several miles to avoid flyovers of communities located north  
 
         4   and south of the airport.  Nighttime operations should also  
 
         5   be sensitive to existing residential communities.  
 
         6             7.  Construction traffic patterns need to be more  
 
         7   detailed and avoid Route 1.  Route 1 from 394 to the Kankakee  
 
         8   County Lane is currently operating above capacity during peak  
 
         9   traffic periods and will only get worse over time.  It is  
 
        10   also not constructed to Class II truck standards.  The use of  
 
        11   Route 1 for construction traffic without a significant  
 
        12   improvement to the roadway is not feasible.  The Village is  
 
        13   also opposed to any construction traffic using Route 1  
 
        14   through our community.  The use of rail for construction  
 
        15   materials is a more feasible alternative or the construction  
 
        16   of a roadway directly off of I-57. 
 
        17             8.  A regional plan for protection of the water  
 
        18   supply as a result of airport development.  The airport  
 
        19   itself may not require a significant amount of water, but  
 
        20   development associated with an airport may stress water  
 
        21   supplies.  Aquifer capacities should be considered in the  
 
        22   analysis.  
 
        23             9.  Controls on airport-related development inside  
 
        24   the airport fence.  We are deeply concerned about potential  
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         1   property tax revenue from the airport-related development  
 
         2   within the airport property being used to finance the  
 
         3   construction and future expansions of the airport while the  
 
         4   communities around the airport are to be deprived of funds  
 
         5   for offsite improvements and demands for municipal services  
 
         6   which will increase as the airport grows.  The use of TIF  
 
         7   districts and Enterprise Zones to fund airport improvements  
 
         8   deeply disturb us.  The airport should be able to financially  
 
         9   sustain itself without siphoning off revenue which should be  
 
        10   going to the appropriate taxing jurisdictions.  
 
        11             10.  And final, funding for offsite improvements  
 
        12   necessary for a successful airport.  Many of the proposals we  
 
        13   have seen for construction of the airport do not include  
 
        14   necessary offsite improvements which are not only important  
 
        15   to the success of the airport but also to the sustainability  
 
        16   of the surrounding communities.  Roads which lead to the  
 
        17   airport entrance must be expanded and improved to handle the  
 
        18   volumes of traffic anticipated.  We have not seen a funding  
 
        19   mechanism in any of the plans for offsite improvements.  With  
 
        20   that I would like to thank you.   
 
        21             MR. REWERTS:   Thank you.  Let's take a break. 
 
        22                       (Brief recess taken.) 
 
        23              The next two speakers while we're waiting if you  
 
        24   want to get ready, Mike Einhorn and then Karl Kruse.  In  
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         1   order to save some time because we do have a number of  
 
         2   speakers, I would like to go ahead and continue.  
 
         3             Mr. Einhorn is speaking and we have Karl Kruse on  
 
         4   deck. 
 
         5             State your name and spell it for the court  
 
         6   reporter.   
 
         7    
 
         8    
 
         9    
 
        10    
 
        11    
 
        12    
 
        13    
 
        14    
 
        15    
 
        16    
 
        17    
 
        18    
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
 
 
                       Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500          18 



 
 
 
 
 
 
         1                         Michael S. Einhorn 
                                      P.O. Box 337 
         2                       Crete, Illinois  60417 
              
         3    
              
         4             Michael S. Einhorn, I'm the representative for the  
 
         5   Village of Crete, I'm the Village president.  Einhorn is  
 
         6   spelled E-I-N-H-O-R-N. 
 
         7             The six-runway plan in the current configuration is  
 
         8   too large to conceptualize let alone plan for effectively.   
 
         9   It illustrates an attempt to capture the airport superiority  
 
        10   crown from O'Hare, when such was never the stated purpose.  
 
        11             Having dealt with this issue for the last 18 years,  
 
        12   I recognized early on that the overall size made effective  
 
        13   planning nearly impossible.  As we all know, accurately  
 
        14   planning for 20 to 30 years is difficult at best, so planning  
 
        15   for 50-plus years is a hopeless struggle, and the present  
 
        16   six-runway plan proposal is just that.  It should be dropped  
 
        17   or modified to bring it back into the boundaries of reality.   
 
        18   I would also suggest that we plan for what we know to be  
 
        19   factual and plan to accommodate 90 to 95 percent of the  
 
        20   airport's operational impact.  Trying to mitigate 100 percent  
 
        21   of the impacts will render this site and most other urban  
 
        22   locations unusable and cost-prohibitive.  The same is true  
 
        23   with operational delays.  Designing for total delay-free  
 
        24   operation under all circumstances will prove to be  
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         1   impractical and cost-prohibitive.  I suggest setting  
 
         2   realistic goals and making sure they are attained.  This  
 
         3   approach will assure that costs are contained and the airport  
 
         4   is sized appropriately.  
 
         5             Throughout the process, demand forecasts have  
 
         6   supposedly driven the design of the airport.  I would suggest  
 
         7   that a different approach be used to guide the design-build  
 
         8   process.  Using verifiable observed information from existing  
 
         9   airports across the country, determine the maximum number of  
 
        10   commercial operations that can be accommodated by a specific  
 
        11   runway configuration within operational constraints.  When  
 
        12   the number of operations is determined, project the maximum  
 
        13   number of passengers based upon historic load factors.  I  
 
        14   would assert that operations are the limiting factor to  
 
        15   airport capacity in this circumstance.  Getting the passenger  
 
        16   to the terminal and terminal design will not be the  
 
        17   constraining elements to this airport.  Developing these  
 
        18   numbers can then be loosely tied to the population of the  
 
        19   greater metro area to help determine how much urban growth  
 
        20   has to take place before the capacity is in danger of being  
 
        21   exceeded.  
 
        22             Having spent considerable time contemplating this  
 
        23   process and reviewing FAA design criteria, I have concluded  
 
        24   that designing beyond a four parallel configured airport is a  
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         1   needless waste of time and effort and deserves to be  
 
         2   justified by the State.  Four parallel runways have the  
 
         3   ability to handle one million operations per year and with  
 
         4   the addition of a 13-31 fifth runway on the south perimeter,  
 
         5   additional flexibility and enormous operational impacts can  
 
         6   be achieved with minimal need for additional land in areas  
 
         7   that are deemed sensitive at this time.  Current development  
 
         8   trends surrounding the site as well as realistic constraints  
 
         9   on available funds dictate this type of construction to the  
 
        10   plan.  I would ask that the State of Illinois reconsider its  
 
        11   position regarding the full buildout in favor of a more  
 
        12   realistic approach based on real world conditions and not  
 
        13   theoretical designs unconstrained in land requirements or  
 
        14   construction dollars.  
 
        15             On behalf of the Village of Crete, an adjacent  
 
        16   community that will no doubt be impacted by this project as  
 
        17   well as other communities similarly situated, I respectfully  
 
        18   ask that the State of Illinois and the FAA consider the  
 
        19   following issues and design suggestions:  
 
        20             Keep overall cost of operation foremost when  
 
        21   considering how to design this airport and related  
 
        22   facilities.  
 
        23             Pay very close attention to projected flight  
 
        24   patterns when determining runway layout.  Noise contours do  
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         1   not paint the complete picture to overflight impacts. 
 
         2             Provide for local use of or participation in  
 
         3   infrastructure improvements designed to serve the airport,  
 
         4   such as sewer and water services and stormwater detention.   
 
         5   Sharing these assets just makes good business sense.  
 
         6             Concentrate on developing as compact a plan as  
 
         7   possible that makes the best use of all land involved,  
 
         8   particularly if federal dollars are to be used.  
 
         9             Chose a development type, private or public, before  
 
        10   affixing a plan design.  There is no doubt that where profits  
 
        11   flow is a very big issue to all stakeholders.  Also, control  
 
        12   of surplus land around the site is a serious concern  
 
        13   depending upon which type of financing is chosen.  Land  
 
        14   planning, zoning and development control of this land needs  
 
        15   to be resolved if the adjacent communities and the county are  
 
        16   to take full advantage of direct and indirect airport-related  
 
        17   development. 
 
        18             Plan to fully utilize mass transit as soon as  
 
        19   possible to access the airport from both sides.  Thought  
 
        20   should be given now to a ground link between O'Hare and the  
 
        21   South Suburban Airport.  
 
        22             Utilize forward thinking ideas such as shared  
 
        23   access gates to better utilize assets, increase margins of   
 
        24   operation and cut down on land requirements.  
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         1             Plan for multiple access sites to the terminal gate  
 
         2   area via light rail.  It is cheaper to build and requires  
 
         3   less land to operate on than conventional highways.  
 
         4             Consider meeting electrical demands of the airport  
 
         5   through the use of gas turbines supplied by methane gas  
 
         6   extracted from the adjacent closed landfill.  The hardware is  
 
         7   already in place for this to take place.  
 
         8             Consider the attached runway layout and phasing  
 
         9   scenario with the accompanying rationale. 
 
        10             Fully utilize existing roads for opening day  
 
        11   operation and until demand can be assessed.  Local input is  
 
        12   critical in this area.  
 
        13             If allowed by the FAA, consider long-term leasing  
 
        14   of land from present owners as an option to purchasing to  
 
        15   reduce the front-end loading the development costs.  Present  
 
        16   landowners then become partners in the operation, and this  
 
        17   approach can reduce or eliminate land value arguments.   
 
        18             Consider the following in airport design:  This  
 
        19   plan assumes primary operations 90 to 95 percent of the time  
 
        20   are east to west operations.  Move the entire plan north by  
 
        21   approximately one-half mile and contain the entire operation  
 
        22   (four runways configuration) within a band two miles wide.   
 
        23   The inner runway separation will be 5,000 feet and the outers  
 
        24   will be 2,500 feet beyond the inners. 
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         1             Based upon current housing locations, the first  
 
         2   runway centerline should be located one-third of a mile north  
 
         3   of the centerline of Eagle Lake Road and extend west from  
 
         4   Kedzie Avenue for 10,000 feet.  This provides for the least  
 
         5   impact to current housing in either east or west  
 
         6   configurations and allows for potential continued use of  
 
         7   Eagle Lake Road as an access point from the east.  This  
 
         8   runway will be used for both landings and take-offs with the  
 
         9   terminal area located north of the runway. 
 
        10             The second runway will have a centerline 5,000 feet  
 
        11   north of the initial runway, thus creating a terminal  
 
        12   corridor between the two.  This second runway will extend to  
 
        13   the west 10,000 feet from approximately one-quarter mile west  
 
        14   of Western Avenue.  This stagger moves all operations farther  
 
        15   away from the Heather Brook Estates area of Monee.  In the  
 
        16   east configuration this runway will be used for take-offs and  
 
        17   in the west configuration it will be used for landings.  The  
 
        18   first runway will be used exactly opposite of the second. 
 
        19             Runways three, four and possibly five will be  
 
        20   located immediately outside and lateral to runways one and  
 
        21   two, separated by 2500 feet.  Both of these runways will be  
 
        22   used exclusively for landings in either configuration.  
 
        23             The value of a 13-31 cross wind runway should be  
 
        24   evaluated for possible inclusion in the plan at the location  
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         1   noted on the map.  This multi-use runway could provide needed  
 
         2   relief in high-volume times and critical landing capabilities  
 
         3   during extreme northwest wind conditions.  This configuration  
 
         4   requires no additional noise contour land on the north and  
 
         5   minimal land to the south.  
 
         6             This plan keeps traffic away from most residential  
 
         7   areas better than the present proposal and will allow for  
 
         8   continued use of Beecher-Peotone Road, which has been of  
 
         9   serious local concern.  It provides flexibility and capacity  
 
        10   without the need for enormous amounts of land.  
 
        11             MR. REWERTS:  Excuse me, do you have a lot more? 
 
        12             MR. EINHORN:  This much. 
 
        13             MR. REWERTS:  Okay, because we've got a number of  
 
        14   speakers and we have about an hour-and-a-half left. 
 
        15             MR. EINHORN:  I'll leave it.  
 
        16             MR. REWERTS:  Go ahead, you can finish.  I just  
 
        17   want to -- if the speakers could try to limit themselves to  
 
        18   about five minutes or so and summarize it.  If you want to  
 
        19   leave it in writing -- go ahead and finish. 
 
        20             MR. EINHORN:  It maintains the local road system as  
 
        21   much as possible.  It eliminates the need to close  
 
        22   Beecher-Peotone Road in the future.  It relocates runways to  
 
        23   accommodate present and expected residential development and  
 
        24   reduces potential over-flights of parts of Beecher and Monee. 
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         1             It allows for multiple access points to the  
 
         2   terminal area in the one runway configuration using several  
 
         3   existing roads.  This allows opening day traffic to be spread  
 
         4   over a wider area and will reduce the level of off-site  
 
         5   access improvements needed until more concrete direction is  
 
         6   established regarding the level of use of the airport.  
 
         7             The greater runway separation allows for  
 
         8   simultaneous take-offs and landings that are presently  
 
         9   prohibited in the new O'Hare plan and other airports such as  
 
        10   Atlanta.  It increases the total number of possible  
 
        11   operations without need for additional runways. 
 
        12             This plan does a better job of handling today's  
 
        13   anticipated operations and is better suited for long-term use  
 
        14   if the remainder of the airport is not built for many years  
 
        15   because of lack of growth in demand.  In addition, by  
 
        16   staggering the runways, moving them north will not be any  
 
        17   more significant than what is presently proposed.  Thank you.   
 
        18             MR. REWERTS:  The next speaker is Mr. Kruse.   
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                             Karl Kruse 
                                     189 East Court 
         2                     Kankakee, Illinois  60901 
              
         3    
                        
         4             Karl Kruse. 
 
         5             MR. REWERTS:  Could you spell your name? 
 
         6             MR. KRUSE:  K-R-U-S-E. 
 
         7             MR. REWERTS:  The next person on deck is Joe Mikan. 
 
         8             MR. KRUSE:  I'm the chairman of the Kankakee County  
 
         9   Board and have been for the last three years.  I want to let  
 
        10   you know that the Kankakee County Board on two previous  
 
        11   occasions has passed resolutions in support of the third  
 
        12   airport, and this past summer we did pass a new resolution in  
 
        13   support of the Will County efforts to form the coalition to  
 
        14   continue on with the airport, especially in cooperation with  
 
        15   the FAA and federal government agencies along with the  
 
        16   various State agencies.   
 
        17             I'm here also because of two reasons, first is the  
 
        18   Kankakee County border or Kankakee County line is actually  
 
        19   two miles from the southern part of this airport, so we  
 
        20   understand the impact that this is also going to have on  
 
        21   Kankakee County, and we would hope that as this study  
 
        22   progresses and various studies progress with the airport,  
 
        23   that Kankakee County Board does continue to be included in  
 
        24   everything along with the northern municipalities that it  
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         1   will affect.  
 
         2             The second thing is that we do understand and know  
 
         3   that the vast majority of the water shed that is with the  
 
         4   airport will flow through Kankakee County to the Kankakee  
 
         5   River, so we would ask that as we look at that, that the EIS  
 
         6   statements do address anything that the water shed may have  
 
         7   and any effects that that could have on through our County  
 
         8   down to the Kankakee River.  We would just like this to be a  
 
         9   safe, efficient airport if this study shows it is needed, and  
 
        10   we would like to be a part of the continuing on-going studies  
 
        11   that are going on, so that's all I have.  Thank you.   
 
        12             MR. REWERTS:  The next speaker is Joe Mikan, and on  
 
        13   that mike will be Rick Bryant. 
 
        14              
 
        15    
 
        16    
 
        17    
 
        18    
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                             Joe Mikan 
                        Chief Executive Officer for Will County 
         2    
              
         3              
              
         4             MR. MIKAN:  Good morning, my name is Joe Mikan,  
 
         5   M-I-K-A-N, I'm the Chief Executive Officer for Will County.   
 
         6   Good morning and thank you for this opportunity to comment on  
 
         7   the South Suburban Airport Inaugural Airport Program in the  
 
         8   Tier 2 EIS.  
 
         9             The County of Will has been interested in the  
 
        10   development of an airport in Will County for many years.   
 
        11   When the Tier 1 received its recommended decision over a year  
 
        12   ago, Will County embraced the need for this airport and began  
 
        13   the transition to one of a leadership role on the planning  
 
        14   and development of the airport in our unincorporated area in  
 
        15   Will and Monee townships.  
 
        16             The Will County Airport Coalition was formed as the  
 
        17   Will County government initiative to provide the forum where  
 
        18   government, private, non-profit and public agencies and  
 
        19   citizens could convene to coordinate on matters associated  
 
        20   with the development of the airport.  Those matters include  
 
        21   the planning, marketing and financing of the airport  
 
        22   construction and general preparation for both on and off-site  
 
        23   facilities associated with the project.  
 
        24             The Will County Airport Coalition has been deemed  
 
 
                       Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500          29 



 
 
 
 
 
 
         1   the local agency advisory group by IDOT for the Tier 2 master  
 
         2   plan process and represents the interests, issues and  
 
         3   concerns of the communities and townships closest to the  
 
         4   airport site as well as many other agencies interested in the  
 
         5   benefits and concerns with the impact that the airport will  
 
         6   bring.  Due to the tremendous business and residential growth  
 
         7   over the last decade, Will County has become one of the  
 
         8   fastest growing counties in the United States, and forecasts   
 
         9   indicate that this trend will continue in the years to come.   
 
        10             Also, as Will County grows, the entire Chicago and  
 
        11   its people as a whole grows.  Our demographic information  
 
        12   alone indicates that we are capable of sustaining and are in  
 
        13   fact in need of another airport.  Aviation demands in our  
 
        14   region continues to increase due to national and global  
 
        15   markets, and Will County hopes to see that demand met by  
 
        16   building the Will County South Suburban Airport sooner rather  
 
        17   than later.  
 
        18             We believe that delaying the airport construction  
 
        19   further would be a detriment to the region and to the  
 
        20   country.  As indicated in the resolution passed by the Will  
 
        21   County Board this past October, it is the intent of Will  
 
        22   County to provide local sponsorship for this project.  
 
        23             It is also important to note that Will County is  
 
        24   not waiting for the completion of the Tier 2 process to move  
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         1   forward with this effort.  Attached to the written comments  
 
         2   that I will be submitting this morning is a timeline of our  
 
         3   activities planned for the next two years.  
 
         4             Will County has taken the position of leadership on  
 
         5   this project for the following reasons, and I would just like  
 
         6   to highlight three of them quickly:  
 
         7             Development cited in the proposed ultimate site are  
 
         8   within Will County and it's our responsibility to see that  
 
         9   the development is done in a manner that meets the needs of  
 
        10   the County and region and is done in such a manner that  
 
        11   represents the best interests of our citizens.  
 
        12             2)  To be directly linked to the work that the FAA  
 
        13   and IDOT are performing so that we can be part of the  
 
        14   decision-making process and ensure that local plans are  
 
        15   coordinated and integrated for the airport.  
 
        16             3)  The importance of knowing the impact on our  
 
        17   natural resources, the needs and costs associated with  
 
        18   transportation, infrastructure and utilities, the impact on  
 
        19   our tax base, to ensure onsite and offsite land use  
 
        20   compatibility and to be aware of noise impact and mitigation  
 
        21   measures, to have input on the design and layout of the  
 
        22   airport facility and to know the justification to the size.   
 
        23             Staff from various County departments will be  
 
        24   testifying later this morning with concerns on land use,  
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         1   natural resources, transportation impact and cost.  
 
         2             At this time I would like to thank you for the  
 
         3   opportunity to address you this morning.   
 
         4    
 
         5    
 
         6    
 
         7    
 
         8    
 
         9    
 
        10    
 
        11    
 
        12    
 
        13    
 
        14    
 
        15    
 
        16    
 
        17    
 
        18    
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                            Rick Bryant 
                                  2 Town Center Drive 
         2                  University Park, Illinois  60466 
              
         3    
                        
         4             MR. REWERTS:   Rick Bryant.  Next on deck will be  
 
         5   Dennis Baren. 
 
         6             MR. BRYANT:  Good morning, my name is Rick Bryant,  
 
         7   and I am the Executive Director of the South Suburban Airport  
 
         8   Commission.  This organization, we believe, is the only duly  
 
         9   constituted governmental body established for the exclusive  
 
        10   purpose of building the South Suburban Airport. 
 
        11             Before I explain more about the Commission, let me  
 
        12   thank two organizations.  First, the Commission conveys its  
 
        13   appreciation to the FAA for keeping the South Suburban  
 
        14   Airport project alive.  Your energy and diligence have kept  
 
        15   this process moving, and we thank you for your past guidance  
 
        16   and leadership.  Equally, the State of Illinois and three  
 
        17   consecutive governors have assumed the mantle of sponsorship  
 
        18   and committed the State's substantial resources - both  
 
        19   financial and human - to this project, each knowing that  
 
        20   without an airport, the Chicago region and the State would  
 
        21   suffer.  The State is well on its way to purchasing 4200  
 
        22   acres needed for the inaugural site.  
 
        23             As I stated, the South Suburban Airport Commission  
 
        24   is duly constituted under Illinois law.  The Commission  
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         1   derives its authority to develop, own and operate the airport  
 
         2   from multiple sources, including, but not by way of  
 
         3   limitation the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, the Joint  
 
         4   Airports Act, various municipal -- Illinois Municipal Codes  
 
         5   and the Airport Zoning Act.  
 
         6             The Commission became a governmental body September  
 
         7   29th when the initial communities signed an Intergovernmental  
 
         8   Agreement.  This IGA gives the Commission extensive home rule  
 
         9   powers and today 31 municipalities have placed commissioners  
 
        10   on the Commission.  They include Bensenville, Calumet City,  
 
        11   Calumet Park, Chicago Heights, Country Club Hills, East Hazel  
 
        12   Crest, Elk Grove Village, Flossmoor, Ford Heights, Glenwood,  
 
        13   Harvey, Hazel Crest, Homewood, Lansing, Lynwood, Markham,  
 
        14   Matteson, Midlothian, Oak Forest, Olympia Fields, Park  
 
        15   Forest, Phoenix, Richton Park, Riverdale, Robbins, Sauk  
 
        16   Village, South Chicago Heights, South Holland, Steger,  
 
        17   Thornton and University Park.  The Commission is chaired by a  
 
        18   Will County mayor and remains open to all South Cook and Will  
 
        19   County municipalities.  
 
        20             The commissioners are elected officials from their  
 
        21   -- excuse me, are mayors from their communities, and they're  
 
        22   enthusiastic about this project.  They uniformly believe that  
 
        23   an airport is needed for the region, and they're committed to  
 
        24   making it happen because of the economic engine it will  
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         1   provide for their communities.   
 
         2             The State has long professed that it has no  
 
         3   intention of owning or operating the airport.  They are  
 
         4   committed to building it, and our commissioners are committed  
 
         5   to helping the State build it.  As Secretary Martin mentioned  
 
         6   earlier today, this plan -- or his concern mentioned earlier  
 
         7   today was that this plan does not compete with O'Hare or  
 
         8   Midway for funding, passengers or airline subsidies.  
 
         9             As I said, the Commission has the authority to own  
 
        10   and operate an airport.  It is the most broad-based logical  
 
        11   entity designated as a sponsor, and it is moving  
 
        12   aggressively, with the State's blessing, on an innovative  
 
        13   public/private partnership to make this concept a reality.   
 
        14             On November 10th we issued a RFQ/RFP to select a  
 
        15   developer and operator.  We have received numerous inquires  
 
        16   from qualified firms, and we expect to have a  
 
        17   developer/operator under contract by the spring of 2004.    
 
        18   Tomorrow, the Commission will hold a meeting with more than a  
 
        19   dozen potential national and international bidders on this  
 
        20   project.  
 
        21             We know this public/private partnership will work;  
 
        22   that it can produce the best airport solution in the shortest  
 
        23   time; and that it will be economically viable.  How do we  
 
        24   know that?  Because the Commission had two leading world  
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         1   experts on public/private airport partnerships to do a  
 
         2   year-long study, and they concluded that this proposal  
 
         3   through a partnership is viable, economical, flexible and  
 
         4   perhaps even essential. 
 
         5             Additionally, the State did an extensive study and  
 
         6   reached similar conclusions.  We have shared these results  
 
         7   with the FAA regional office and the FAA's Washington office,  
 
         8   the Secretary of Transportation, and several members of  
 
         9   Congress, and the feedback from all of them is very positive.  
 
        10             Now let me focus on the scoping process.  We  
 
        11   believe that this airport should be built to meet a  
 
        12   conservative level of traffic for the year 2008, for the  
 
        13   traffic originating in or destined for the south suburbs.  We  
 
        14   should not rely on any forecasts that reduces or "steals"  
 
        15   traffic from Midway or O'Hare.  We believe that five gates  
 
        16   and one runway will be an adequate initial build.  
 
        17             The Commission believes that this modest airport  
 
        18   can attract 370,000 enplaned passengers per year after  
 
        19   opening in 2008, and we believe that the five "common use"  
 
        20   gates that we propose will attract one more of the low-cost  
 
        21   carriers, one or more regional jet carriers and even one or  
 
        22   more of the low fare operations that the legacy carriers are  
 
        23   now introducing.  As we see it, this airport's cost per  
 
        24   enplaned passenger will be very attractive to these carriers,  
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         1   which are the fastest-growing segment of the aviation  
 
         2   industry but which lack access opportunities to Chicago's  
 
         3   existing airports.  Additionally, this airport's catchment  
 
         4   area of 2.5 million people is an ideal target for this  
 
         5   segment of the airline business.  
 
         6             But while the airport will start small, it must be  
 
         7   designed to be a long-term aviation asset for the region.   
 
         8   The long-term environmental impacts should be based on the  
 
         9   ultimate build-out, not just the inaugural footprint.  We  
 
        10   need to place before the public the potential size of the  
 
        11   airfield, the number of operations and associated  
 
        12   consequences for the years 2008, 2025 and beyond.  
 
        13             Because we should build for today but design for  
 
        14   tomorrow, the purpose and need, as well as the scope, for  
 
        15   this project should reflect three time periods:  One, in near  
 
        16   terms the delivery of the airport by 2008; two, mid term, the  
 
        17   ability for the airport to assume a greater percentage of the  
 
        18   Chicago region's traffic demand if and when O'Hare and or  
 
        19   Midway reach congestion levels; and three, land-banking for  
 
        20   an expanded airport when the region needs additional runways.  
 
        21             These three distinct phases should be reflected in  
 
        22   the FAA's statement of purpose and need.  The South Suburban  
 
        23   Airport we believe can meet all of these needs through proper  
 
        24   planning.   
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         1             In closing let me say that transportation has been  
 
         2   Chicago's economic lifeline since its inception.  The City  
 
         3   was born where the river met the lake, it boomed as a  
 
         4   railroad hub, matured as America's crossroads; and ascended  
 
         5   as the nation's aviation hub.  We need an efficient,  
 
         6   effective system of aviation connections in this region, and  
 
         7   it is crucial to our future and our nation's future.  The  
 
         8   South Suburban Airport we believe will do that.  
 
         9             Finally, the FAA recognized in 1985 that Chicago  
 
        10   needed a third airport.  We have introduced an innovative,  
 
        11   for us, but proven model to achieve these goals and demands.   
 
        12   We are extremely pleased that the FAA and the State are  
 
        13   moving forward with the EIS process.  Our plans are designed  
 
        14   to maintain and complement your timetable, thus we look  
 
        15   forward to working with you to enhance the national aviation  
 
        16   system with the quickest, cheapest, cleanest and safest  
 
        17   solution possible.  After all, that was your charge, and that  
 
        18   is our commitment to you.  Thank you very much. 
 
        19             MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.  
 
        20             Dennis Baran I believe it is.  State your name and  
 
        21   spell it for the court reporter.  The next speaker after Mr.  
 
        22   Baran will be Al McCowan.   
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                          Dennis J. Baran 
                                   1024 Mallard Lane 
         2                      Peotone, Illinois  60468 
              
         3    
              
         4             MR. BARAN:  I'm Dennis Baran, B-A-R-A-N.  I'm the  
 
         5   Village President of Peotone.  Good morning.  
 
         6             Historically the Village of Peotone has not been in  
 
         7   favor of this project, but its effect upon us is obvious.    
 
         8   We have been -- we, the Village of Peotone, have been working  
 
         9   with the other mayors in Eastern Will County that surround  
 
        10   the proposed site and are formally known as the "Iron Ring."    
 
        11   We have prepared a NIPSE study and also have participated in  
 
        12   the Green Communities Grant study in which many of the  
 
        13   specifics and concerns that we have about the project are  
 
        14   included in that.  Also Mayor Lohmann of Beecher and Mayor  
 
        15   Einhorn of Crete have expressed some specific concerns very  
 
        16   well, and I'm not going to repeat them except to say that I  
 
        17   believe that the eventual full build scenario, if it is to  
 
        18   come, should be diminished perhaps to possibly four runways  
 
        19   and by all means include Beecher-Peotone Road repair, and  
 
        20   that will be able to maintain as a very important link in our  
 
        21   group between the communities, the growing communities of  
 
        22   Peotone and Beecher.  
 
        23             And, again, I thank you for your time, and while we  
 
        24   hope specifically in Peotone that the EIS will happen  
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         1   quickly, we are prepared to work with all responsible  
 
         2   entities to make sure that this provides the best for Peotone  
 
         3   and alleviates some of the worst.  Thank you.   
 
         4    
 
         5    
 
         6    
 
         7    
 
         8    
 
         9    
 
        10    
 
        11    
 
        12    
 
        13    
 
        14    
 
        15    
 
        16    
 
        17    
 
        18    
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                             AL McCowan 
                                Mayor - University Park 
         2    
              
         3             MR. REWERTS:  Mr. McCowan, is that correct? 
 
         4             MR. McCOWAN:  Yes, that's correct. 
 
         5             MR. REWERTS:  Would you spell your name for the  
 
         6   record?  
 
         7             MR. McCOWAN:  Al McCowan, M-C-C-O-W-A-N.  
 
         8             MR. REWERTS:  The next person on deck is Dennis  
 
         9   Koehn. 
 
        10             MR. McCOWAN:  I'm the mayor of University Park  
 
        11   which is located in Will County and also the Chairman of the  
 
        12   South Suburban Airport Commission.  I won't repeat the things  
 
        13   that have been said by Rick Bryant, but I just want to kind  
 
        14   of state where our community stands.  
 
        15             The construction of the South Suburban Airport to  
 
        16   be located in Eastern Will County has been under  
 
        17   consideration for many years.  My town, one of the five  
 
        18   towns, not four, five towns that surround the airport  
 
        19   footprint and is also located in Will County has long been an  
 
        20   adequate outspoken advocate in support of the airport.   
 
        21             Economic development in my town has suffered.   
 
        22   Actually economic development in Eastern Will County has  
 
        23   suffered over the past several years.  My town has the  
 
        24   highest tax rate in Will County with little hope for  
 
 
                       Eunice Sachs & Associates (708)709-0500          41 



 
 
 
 
 
 
         1   assistance or radical improvement without the airport.    
 
         2   Reference to concerns and the impact on both communities,  
 
         3   townships and districts are viable concerns to be addressed  
 
         4   in any growth scenario, whether it be an airport or any other  
 
         5   major growth scenario and requires an on-going resolution  
 
         6   process which should be put in place by the Airport  
 
         7   Commission in partnership with the local communities. 
 
         8             We anticipate that that's going to happen in this  
 
         9   scenario.  One of the tremendous benefits provided by our  
 
        10   proposal of a public/private partnership enables the  
 
        11   municipalities participating in the intergovernmental  
 
        12   agreement to manage the infrastructure and quality of life  
 
        13   impact in any communities that will be most affected.  This  
 
        14   partnership enables the creation of an off-site  
 
        15   infrastructure management authority inclusive of all the  
 
        16   towns that are affected, not just the surrounding towns, but   
 
        17   other towns as well in the region.  Another benefit is the  
 
        18   airport distributed cash flow in the public/private  
 
        19   partnership can be utilized by municipalities who are off  
 
        20   site with the structured improvements.  
 
        21             We, our community, University Park, does not want  
 
        22   to squander this opportunity to have a meaningful, viable  
 
        23   impact on the future of our town, the County, the region    
 
        24   and the State, so we're very strong supporters of this  
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         1   process.   Thank you.   
 
         2             MR. REWERTS:   Thank you.    
 
         3             Mr. Koehn, and then the on-deck speaker will be  
 
         4   Richard Sygulla. 
 
         5    
 
         6    
 
         7    
 
         8    
 
         9    
 
        10    
 
        11    
 
        12    
 
        13    
 
        14    
 
        15    
 
        16    
 
        17    
 
        18    
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                            Dennis Koehn 
                                   626 Catalpa Street 
         2                      Beecher, Illinois  60401 
              
         3    
               
         4             MR. KOEHN:  Hello, my name is Dennis Koehn with  
 
         5   Washington Township, I'm the trustee there and also the  
 
         6   drainage commissioner in Washington Township.  
 
         7             MR. REWERTS:  Spell your last name. 
 
         8             MR. KOEHN:  K-O-E-H-N. 
 
         9             Basically we agree with the proposals of the  
 
        10   Village of Beecher, and we would like to see an eastern  
 
        11   entrance for customers and not a service entrance to the  
 
        12   airport.  We would basically like to see the runways moved  
 
        13   further north away from the Village, avoid exhaust and other  
 
        14   detrimental things that can happen with that.  Replacement of  
 
        15   lost property tax from the land the State has purchased.   
 
        16   Basically provide for necessary infrastructure as a result of  
 
        17   the airport and construction of the airport.  Arrangement and  
 
        18   condensation from the excessive use of township roads as a  
 
        19   result of the airport.  A maximum of four runways.  
 
        20             And on my drainage commissioner side we like to  
 
        21   protect our natural resources.  We need to make sure that all  
 
        22   the streams, creeks and all the surrounding area is not  
 
        23   disturbed and is protected the way it is now so that we don't  
 
        24   have adverse effects in the future.  Thank you. 
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         1                          Richard Sygulla 
                                      P.O. Box 428 
         2                      Sheldon, Illinois  60966 
              
         3    
              
         4             MR. REWERTS:  Richard Sygulla. 
 
         5             MR. SYGULLA:  Richard Sygulla, S-Y-G-U-L-L-A. 
 
         6             MR. REWERTS:  The next person on deck is James  
 
         7   Daugherty. 
 
         8             MR. SYGULLA:  I represent several drainage  
 
         9   districts that will be impacted by the proposed airport.   
 
        10   There are at least two other districts that will also be  
 
        11   affected.  Union Drainage District Number 1 Monee and Will  
 
        12   will experience the most impact, if in fact all land proposed  
 
        13   to be included in the plan will take in about 90 percent of  
 
        14   the district.  Black Walnut Creek crosses right through the  
 
        15   middle of the proposed area, and from that standpoint a  
 
        16   destruction of that creek to deter water to another area or  
 
        17   some other prospect such as rerouting will have to be taken  
 
        18   place.  
 
        19             Rock Creek Drainage District will be affected  
 
        20   mostly by the access proposed from I-57.  Significant  
 
        21   problems will be created by the extensive impervious surfaces  
 
        22   of runways and parking areas.  Surface water will increase  
 
        23   dramatically.  Drainage districts are charged with the  
 
        24   responsibility of movement of runoff in an orderly manner.   
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         1   The funding source is an assessment on land owners.  
 
         2             At the present time the State of Illinois is exempt  
 
         3   from real estate taxes but not from drainage assessments.   
 
         4   There is an effort under consideration to exempt the State  
 
         5   and its association from drainage assessments.  If that  
 
         6   should take place, then the drainage district will be without  
 
         7   any source of revenue.  
 
         8             It has been suggested that Black Walnut Creek will  
 
         9   be re-routed.  Now this can also cause not only problems for  
 
        10   Black Walnut Creek but whereever they remove the water which  
 
        11   could be Rock Creek to the west.   
 
        12             In summary, all drainage districts need to be  
 
        13   included in the planning process at an early stage so that  
 
        14   they can be in a position to respond to the increased water  
 
        15   flow.  Thank you. 
 
        16             MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.   
 
        17             Mr. Daugherty, and I have Bruce Hamann on deck. 
 
        18              
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                          James Daugherty 
                                  700 West End Avenue 
         2                  Chicago Heights, Illinois  60411 
              
         3    
              
         4             MR. DAUGHERTY:  Good morning, my name is James  
 
         5   Daugherty, D-A-U-G-H-E-R-T-Y.  I'm the manager of the Thorn  
 
         6   Creek Basin Sanitary District.  
 
         7             The Sanitary District is a local municipal  
 
         8   government created under Illinois statutes.  The District  
 
         9   services a total of six communities in the south suburbs with  
 
        10   a population of 100,000.  The District is a separate unit of  
 
        11   local government that overlays the six cities and villages  
 
        12   that we serve.  In our 75-year history and most significantly  
 
        13   in the past three decades the Sanitary District has expanded   
 
        14   service areas to include additional communities.  
 
        15             As effluent discharge laws become more stringent  
 
        16   for wastewater treatment facilities, the need for and the  
 
        17   benefits of regionalizing wastewater treatment have become  
 
        18   apparent to all communities.  The District currently serves  
 
        19   the communities of Homewood, Chicago Heights, Park Forrest,  
 
        20   South Chicago Heights, Steger and Crete.  All wastewater  
 
        21   treatment is performed in our treatment plant in Chicago  
 
        22   Heights.  
 
        23             In mid 2002 the District began working with the  
 
        24   communities of University Park and Monee to determine the  
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         1   benefits of adding those communities to the District's  
 
         2   service area.  Discussions have included Consumer Illinois  
 
         3   Water Company due to the fact that the District would be  
 
         4   purchasing their wastewater infrastructure.  The current  
 
         5   Thorn Creek facility plant area now served by the District  
 
         6   and the Deer Creek facility area now served by Consumers  
 
         7   under our plan will be combined into one large facility  
 
         8   planning area all served by Thorn Creek Sanitary District. 
 
         9             The District will build a line of wastewater basins  
 
        10   from University Park to the District regional collection  
 
        11   system in Crete and then the treatment plant in Chicago  
 
        12   Heights.  This plan will result in more specific services to  
 
        13   the residents and businesses and industries in University  
 
        14   Park and Monee according to the feasibility study conducted  
 
        15   by the District.  The District is in negotiation with  
 
        16   Consumers to purchase their wastewater infrastructure.  
 
        17             Recently the communities of Beecher and Peotone  
 
        18   including the Eastern Will County Council of Mayors have  
 
        19   requested that the District join them in studying the options  
 
        20   of regionalized wastewater treatment in Eastern Will County.   
 
        21   After the addition of University Park and Monee to the  
 
        22   District, the District will be servicing all the communities  
 
        23   in Eastern Will County except for Beecher and Peotone.  
 
        24             The District has agreed to undertake this study and  
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         1   is seeking funding to conduct a preliminary engineering study  
 
         2   on regionalizing the wastewater treatment in Eastern Will  
 
         3   County.  The study area along with the current proposed  
 
         4   district boundaries will completely surround the proposed  
 
         5   airport site.  
 
         6             Thorn Creek Basin Sanitary District is proposing  
 
         7   that wastewater treatment for the regional airport be  
 
         8   included in its evaluation of regionalizing the wastewater  
 
         9   treatment in Eastern Will County.  The District requests that  
 
        10   the master plan and environmental assessment include an  
 
        11   option for wastewater services provided by Thorn Creek.   
 
        12   Thank you.   
 
        13             MR. REWERTS:   Thank you.  
 
        14             Mr. Hamann, and on deck we have Stella Zajakala. 
 
        15    
 
        16    
 
        17    
 
        18    
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                            Bruce Hamann 
                                  3637 W. Corning Road 
         2                      Peotone, Illinois  60468 
              
         3    
              
         4             MR. HAMANN:  Good morning, I'm Bruce Hamann,  
 
         5   H-A-M-A-N-N, Will Township Highway Commissioner.  I'm excited  
 
         6   to be here just like Secretary Martin, however my excitement  
 
         7   is of the negative nature.  I'm not in favor of this project.   
 
         8             Residents of Will Township do not have the  
 
         9   go-forward attitude of the people wanting to destroy our  
 
        10   community.  I'm going to relate to a quote by Barry  
 
        11   Goldwater, "A government large enough to give you everything  
 
        12   is large enough to take it all away."   We in Will Township  
 
        13   believe this describes this project.  
 
        14             As recently as yesterday a meeting with government  
 
        15   representatives showed how they can flex their muscles to  
 
        16   take what you will not voluntarily give to them.  I have a  
 
        17   local project of replacing a bridge in the township for  
 
        18   safety reasons which was asked to be put on hold because  
 
        19   others believe their project should be foremost of  
 
        20   importance.  One gentleman stated that we have lived with  
 
        21   this bridge for 70 years, why now replace it?  Will Township  
 
        22   residents asked we have lived and prospered without an  
 
        23   airport development for 150 years, why now?   There has not  
 
        24   been a proven need.  
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         1             The money spent to date on this project would  
 
         2   certainly relieve school districts of debt, provide funds to  
 
         3   police departments, both local and state, to help enforce  
 
         4   laws, reduce crime and drug trafficking.  Countless children  
 
         5   are hungry in our communities.  Food programs would be better  
 
         6   for our community than an airport.  Building up industry in  
 
         7   our community, we are an (inaudible) community, energy bills  
 
         8   are being talked about to provide vital energy alternatives  
 
         9   by the diesel plants ethanol plants.  If we have all the  
 
        10   amenities in our community for an airport being  
 
        11   transportation, water, human resources and funding, why not  
 
        12   build something that will build the community and not destroy  
 
        13   it?   
 
        14             Thank you, and I would like also to thank the  
 
        15   mayors of Beecher, Peotone and the other members of the "Iron  
 
        16   Ring."  Residents of Will Township do not have a village in  
 
        17   our community, we are between these villages.  We rely  
 
        18   heavily on these men to express our concerns, and I thank  
 
        19   them for that.   
 
        20             MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.   
 
        21             Stella, will you pronounce your name and spell it  
 
        22   for the court reporter? 
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                          Stella Zajakala 
                                 4127 West Church Road 
         2                      Beecher, Illinois  60401 
              
         3    
              
         4             MS. ZAJAKALA:  Yes, I'm Stella Zajakala,  
 
         5   Z-A-J-A-K-A-L-A. 
 
         6             MR. REWERTS:  The person on deck is Ed Paesel. 
 
         7             MS. ZAJAKALA:  I'm the Assessor for Will Township.   
 
         8   As you can tell from the maps, most of the airport would be  
 
         9   in our township.  For the inaugural site, they are estimating  
 
        10   a need of 4,200 acres.  So far IDOT has purchased 1,538 acres  
 
        11   from willing sellers.  Now, the remaining 2600-plus acres  
 
        12   need yet to be acquired.  Now do you think our loyal farmers  
 
        13   like the Deutsche's, Rudis' and the Ogalla's are going to sit  
 
        14   there meekly and let the State do as they please?  I'm sure  
 
        15   they're going to fight, and they have the support of the rest  
 
        16   of us "mini-farmers."   
 
        17             I will give you some figures so that you can see  
 
        18   how this "State land banking" is affecting our townships and  
 
        19   the county.  In the inaugural site IDOT has purchased 1538  
 
        20   acres which has an assessed value of $2,218,711, this  
 
        21   translates to a market value of $6,653,133.  They also  
 
        22   purchased other property listed as "hardship and protective  
 
        23   parcels" in the "big footprint site" consisting of 201 acres  
 
        24   with assessed value of $600,865 or market value of  
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         1   $1,802,595.  These two total $8,455,728 yet the State paid  
 
         2   their "fair market value" of $23,000 -- pardon me,  
 
         3   $23,049,464.   Where is this extra 15 million coming from?    
 
         4   You guessed it, the taxpayers, you and me.  
 
         5             Now how do these negotiations affect our tax  
 
         6   revenues?   Figuring our tax rates are anywhere between 6  
 
         7   percent and 8-and-a-half percent, we'll just take a low  
 
         8   average of 7 percent.   On that assessed value figure of  
 
         9   $2,819,576, the taxes figure to approximately $200,000 which  
 
        10   will be lost annually.  The taxing bodies still provide the  
 
        11   same services and still have to levy to obtain the dollars  
 
        12   they need. 
 
        13             The school district, the County, the townships, the  
 
        14   fire district, the library, the forest preserve and college  
 
        15   district all put their levies in, and with the loss of  
 
        16   assessments, since the State is tax exempt, the shortfall  
 
        17   will have to be made up by, you guessed it, you and me.   
 
        18   Thank you.   
 
        19             MR. REWERTS:  Mr. Paesel.  
 
        20             After Mr. Paesel we have Jerry Meyer. 
 
        21              
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                             Ed Paesel 
                                 1904 West 174th Street 
         2                 East Hazel Crest, Illinois  60429 
              
         3    
              
         4             MR. PAESEL:  Hello, my name is Ed Paesel,  
 
         5   P-A-E-S-E-L.  I'm Executive Director of the South Suburban  
 
         6   Mayors and Managers Association.  
 
         7             I'm pleased today present this testimony on behalf  
 
         8   of the South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association, an  
 
         9   organization representing 43 communities, 650,000 resident in  
 
        10   the Southern Cook and Will counties.  
 
        11             The Association has long supported the development  
 
        12   of the South Suburban Airport near University Park as the  
 
        13   best way to provide additional air capacity to serve the  
 
        14   rapidly growing and long-established communities in the  
 
        15   southland as a supplemental facility to O'Hare and Midway  
 
        16   Airports.  
 
        17             We believe that environmental studies previously  
 
        18   conducted by both the State of Illinois and the Federal  
 
        19   Aviation Administration have clearly shown that the South  
 
        20   Suburban Airport can be developed to meet the stated purpose  
 
        21   and need and do so in an environmentally sound manner.  
 
        22             The proposed facilities can be developed within the  
 
        23   airport footprint outlined by the State of Illinois and  
 
        24   currently under active acquisition by the State using funds  
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         1   appropriated by the General Assembly over the past four  
 
         2   years.  This can be done in a manner that will minimize and  
 
         3   mitigate any impacts anticipated, while at the same time  
 
         4   providing much needed aviation capacity for the southland and  
 
         5   the entire Chicago metropolitan region.  
 
         6             The Association calls your attention to a "white  
 
         7   paper on public/private partnerships" which I will provide to  
 
         8   you, it was recently published to assist in the dialogue as  
 
         9   to how the South Suburban Airport might be financed.  We are  
 
        10   encouraged by the public pronouncements of several national  
 
        11   and international private firms who have expressed an  
 
        12   interest in working with the State and local officials to  
 
        13   explore the possibility of developing a public/private  
 
        14   partnership to construct this facility.  
 
        15             Finally, we support the efforts of local, County,  
 
        16   State and Federal officials to continue long-standing  
 
        17   cooperative efforts to do proper planning for areas outside  
 
        18   the footprint of the airport and along highway and rail  
 
        19   corridors which will be used to provide excellent access to  
 
        20   the airport.  
 
        21             And, finally, we thank the FAA for its support of  
 
        22   this process and for providing the funding to complete the  
 
        23   Tier 2 EIS.  Thank you.   
 
        24              
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         1                            Jerry Meyer 
                                301 East Indiana Avenue 
         2                      Beecher, Illinois 60401 
              
         3    
                        
         4             MR. REWERTS:  Mr. Meyer, and after Mr. Meyer will  
 
         5   be Bob Herrick.  
 
         6             MR. MEYER:  My name is Jerry Meyer, M-E-Y-E-R.  I'm  
 
         7   the Washington Township Road Commissioner.  Washington  
 
         8   Township is on the east side of the proposed airport.  
 
         9             These are some of my concerns with this airport if  
 
        10   it is built or when the airport is being built:  
 
        11             Roads for infrastructure.  The road outside the  
 
        12   airport boundary cannot handle the increased traffic brought  
 
        13   to us with this airport.  Roads as they are right now are  
 
        14   country roads only there to handle resident traffic of people  
 
        15   who live there.  They're not made or designed to handle any  
 
        16   truck loads or high volumes of car traffic.  
 
        17             With property of the airport being removed from the  
 
        18   tax roles, we do not have the funds in our tax base to  
 
        19   improve these roads to handle the airport traffic or the  
 
        20   construction traffic as it's being built.   
 
        21             Number 2, when this airport is built, I'll have  
 
        22   some roads on the northern end of the airport property that I  
 
        23   will not be able to serve because of the property of the  
 
        24   airport cutting off access to these people.  These residents  
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         1   will not have the service they have now.  
 
         2             When this airport is built, I think the township  
 
         3   residents should have an eastern entrance to the airport.   
 
         4   This will help generate extra growth on the eastern part of  
 
         5   the grounds and it will help the tax growth on our side.   
 
         6             Four, the drainage of the airport.  As the airport  
 
         7   property is right now, there are two water sheds.  With the  
 
         8   land around the airport being formed now, how will the farm  
 
         9   ground be affected by this airport and what will it do to  
 
        10   both of the water sheds?  
 
        11             Five, a concern to the Village of Beecher and ours  
 
        12   also is if the runways could be moved north to give the  
 
        13   residents of Beecher free from planes flying right over their  
 
        14   houses where they're building now. 
 
        15             Six, as the airport is being part of the township,  
 
        16   we should be informed on how and when the project is going to  
 
        17   start and how we can cope with the airport when it is done  
 
        18   and not read about it in the newspaper and being misinformed.  
 
        19             And, last, the airport should have a maximum of  
 
        20   four runways for the reason of not to take large amounts of  
 
        21   property away from the township so, in turn, it can grow with  
 
        22   the airport.  Thank you.   
 
        23              
 
        24    
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         1                            Bob Herrick 
                                116 North Chicago Street 
         2                      Joliet, Illinois  60432 
              
         3    
              
         4             MR. REWERTS:  Mr. Herrick, state your name and  
 
         5   spell it for the court reporter. 
 
         6             MR. HERRICK:  Bob Herrick, H-E-R-R-I-C-K. 
 
         7             MR. REWERTS:  After Mr. Herrick will be Margie  
 
         8   Woods. 
 
         9             MR. HERRICK:  I'm Bob Herrick, I represent the Will  
 
        10   County Center for Economic Development, commonly known as the  
 
        11   CED.  The CED is the economic development agency of record  
 
        12   for Will County.  We support not only the development of  
 
        13   South Suburban Airport at the state-designated site in Will  
 
        14   County but also inclusion of Will County as a full partner  
 
        15   with the Federal Aviation Administration and the Illinois  
 
        16   Department of Transportation.  
 
        17             As aviation experts predicted a long time ago,  
 
        18   almost 20 years ago, Chicago ran out of capacity to absorb an  
 
        19   increasing demand for commercial flights, which of course led  
 
        20   to the City's plan to rebuild O'Hare Airport.  Growth in the  
 
        21   south and southwestern segments of the Chicago region has  
 
        22   exacerbated the need for more aviation capacity and has  
 
        23   actually created a sub-market of 2.5 million people who live  
 
        24   within a 45-minute ride drive of the South Suburban Airport  
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         1   site.   Will County will continue to fuel much of that  
 
         2   growth.  
 
         3             I'm going to cite just a couple of statistics for  
 
         4   you.  Will County is now the ninth fastest growing county in  
 
         5   the nation (of counties with more than 200,000 people) and  
 
         6   will be the fastest growing county in Illinois in terms of  
 
         7   jobs and population for the next 20 years.  The Northeastern  
 
         8   Illinois Planning Commission estimates Will County's  
 
         9   population will exceed 1.1 million by 2030.  
 
        10             Will County accounted for nearly 40 percent of all  
 
        11   industrial project completions in the Chicago MSA since 2000.   
 
        12             There are now 115 business parks in Will County  
 
        13   with an inventory of 80 million square feet.  
 
        14             Will County is especially attractive for logistics  
 
        15   and distribution, given its location and a nexus of   
 
        16   interstate highways, Class 1 freight railroads and commercial  
 
        17   barge terminals.  The new CenterPoint Intermodal Center along  
 
        18   with the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad logistics park  
 
        19   as the centerpiece, made Chicago the third largest container  
 
        20   port in the world behind Hong Kong and Singapore.  The  
 
        21   regional, national and international development communities,  
 
        22   with whom we work, were quick to see the benefit of  
 
        23   connecting freight logistics at CenterPoint with the air  
 
        24   cargo operations at South Suburban Airport.  
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         1             As the Illinois Department of Transportation and  
 
         2   the FAA proceed with the environmental assessment, two  
 
         3   additional issues deserve consideration in our opinion.   
 
         4   First is the need to identify and develop a plan for building  
 
         5   local infrastructure to accommodate a project of this  
 
         6   magnitude, a concern you heard this morning; and, secondly,  
 
         7   we believe Will County should be recognized as a full partner  
 
         8   in the planning process with the Illinois Department of  
 
         9   Transportation and the FAA.  Thank you.   
 
        10             MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.  
 
        11             Margie Woods, and after Ms. Woods will be John  
 
        12   Paige. 
 
        13              
 
        14    
 
        15    
 
        16    
 
        17    
 
        18    
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                            Margie Woods 
                                    561 Dover Street 
         2                      Joliet, Illinois  60432 
              
         3    
              
         4             MS. WOODS:  Mr. Rewerts, FAA officials, good  
 
         5   morning.  I am Margie Woods, the minority leader on the Will  
 
         6   County Board.  Thank you for allowing this opportunity to  
 
         7   comment on behalf of the Will County Board regarding the SSA  
 
         8   Inaugural Airport Program and Tier 2 Environmental Impact  
 
         9   Statement.  
 
        10             In 1987 Will County Board passed its first  
 
        11   resolution supporting our involvement in the development of  
 
        12   an airport in the south suburbs of Chicagoland.  Will  
 
        13   County's desire for involvement in that development stemmed  
 
        14   from our understanding that the development of an airport in  
 
        15   our area meant not only benefits, but also that it meant that  
 
        16   there would be impacts.  Now that the airport site has been  
 
        17   selected and identified within the County of Will's  
 
        18   jurisdiction and the Tier 2 EIS begins, we have positioned  
 
        19   ourselves to take a leadership role in its development.  
 
        20             Will County government has established the Will  
 
        21   County Airport Coalition to represent the interests of our  
 
        22   townships, communities, businesses and other agencies  
 
        23   interested in and affected by the development of this  
 
        24   airport.  
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         1             Will County has also either formed or is  
 
         2   participating currently in several other forums or focus  
 
         3   groups that are working on issues associated with legality,  
 
         4   land-use planning, marketing, development and finance, open  
 
         5   space and natural resources, and transportation services and  
 
         6   infrastructure pertaining to the airport.  Will County  
 
         7   recognizes the importance of working with many jurisdictions  
 
         8   on this project, and we believe in a spirit of cooperation as  
 
         9   a means of fostering consensus.  
 
        10             We have formed a team of experts who can guide the  
 
        11   County and the Airport Coalition through the airport  
 
        12   development process.   
 
        13             Will County will work as a team with the FAA and  
 
        14   IDOT towards sponsorship to ensure that the airport in Will  
 
        15   County is developed in the most beneficial manner for our  
 
        16   county, our region and our state and that all of the  
 
        17   necessary environmental issues have been addressed.   
 
        18             We want this EIS to address the following:   
 
        19   Transportation infrastructure needs and costs, including  
 
        20   construction routing; estimated jobs created on-site and  
 
        21   off-site and the fiscal impacts from these jobs; information  
 
        22   on any economic development planned on-site airport;  
 
        23   environmental issues such as ground water, streams, lakes,  
 
        24   wetlands, floodplains, drinking water, stormwater,  
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         1   wastewater, waste disposal and other impacts on natural  
 
         2   resources in the area; agricultural loss and its financial  
 
         3   impacts on all taxing bodies; impacts on parks, preserves and  
 
         4   conservation areas; how parks and preserves that currently  
 
         5   exist on inaugural airport property can be integrated into  
 
         6   the inaugural design; mitigation plans for all impacts; how  
 
         7   to effectively plan land-uses on property that may be needed  
 
         8   for future airport expansion.  
 
         9             The Will County Board feels that it is vital that  
 
        10   the County be privy to all information associated with this  
 
        11   project and that we be a part of the many decision-making  
 
        12   processes associated with the most appropriate development of  
 
        13   an airport facility within our jurisdiction.   
 
        14             County staff will be submitting written comments in  
 
        15   addition to mine.  I would like to take the opportunity to  
 
        16   thank you for allowing me to speak.  
 
        17             MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.   
 
        18             John Paige is the last speaker card that I have.   
 
        19   If anybody else wishes to speak, I ask that you go out and  
 
        20   fill out a speaker card.  If I don't have anymore speakers at  
 
        21   the end of Mr. Paige, we'll take a recess for 10 or 15  
 
        22   minutes and reconvene and see if we have any additional  
 
        23   speakers at that time.  Mr. Paige? 
 
        24              
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         1                             John Paige 
                            222 South Riverside Plaza, #1800 
         2                      Chicago, Illinois  60606 
              
         3    
              
         4             MR. PAIGE:  My name is John Paige, P-A-I-G-E.  I'm  
 
         5   the Director of Planning Services for the Northeastern  
 
         6   Illinois Planning Commission.  I'm speaking this morning on  
 
         7   behalf of the Eastern Will County Council of Mayors.  
 
         8             I would like to point out that the Northeastern  
 
         9   Illinois Planning Commission will also be sending in  
 
        10   comments.  The Commission is meeting tomorrow to consider  
 
        11   those.  They are drafted and will be sent in.  
 
        12             This morning I'm speaking on behalf of the Eastern  
 
        13   Will County Council of Mayors who have actually hired MC as a  
 
        14   consultant to do planning -- land use planning in the area  
 
        15   around the airport, the proposed airport.   
 
        16             I have -- these comments are being submitted on  
 
        17   behalf of the Council.  This intergovernmental group consists  
 
        18   of the villages of Beecher, Crete, Monee, Peotone and  
 
        19   University Park and the County of Will.  While each of these  
 
        20   governments have, in fact, presented individual comments,  
 
        21   they've asked me to present these five points on behalf of  
 
        22   the Council.  
 
        23             First, involvement of local governments.  Each  
 
        24   member of the -- I'm going to refer to the Council, I'm just  
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         1   saying each member of the Council desires to be consulted on  
 
         2   the airport design and the EIS early in the process and  
 
         3   continuing at each juncture as the process moves along.   
 
         4   Regular presentations and review sessions should be held with  
 
         5   the Council at each of their scheduled meetings during the  
 
         6   airport design and EIS process.  
 
         7             The second point is regarding coordination of the  
 
         8   plans.  As the airport design and the EIS process proceeds,  
 
         9   the land use plans and zoning ordinances of each of the  
 
        10   members of the Council should be incorporated into the  
 
        11   airport design and the EIS.  Additionally, the Council is  
 
        12   developing two regional land use and development plans for  
 
        13   the eastern Will County area, one with the airport and one  
 
        14   without the airport, a "no build."  The "no-build" scenario  
 
        15   is nearly completed.  The Council will soon begin preparation  
 
        16   of the build scenario, however, it is critical to the  
 
        17   function and validity of these plans that the Council have  
 
        18   access to all the alternative airport scenarios in order to  
 
        19   effectively do this kind of planning.  Hence, the Council  
 
        20   requests information from IDOT and the FAA on the proposed  
 
        21   airport design, all potential designs at the earliest  
 
        22   possible moment so that they can complete their regional land  
 
        23   use and development plans for the build airport scenario as  
 
        24   well.   
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         1             The third point is in regards to impacts on  
 
         2   municipal governments and Will County.  The members of the  
 
         3   Council desire to know the impacts of the proposed airport on  
 
         4   their communities as early as possible.  Impact information  
 
         5   sought by the Council includes transportation, especially  
 
         6   impacts on local roadways during construction and after,  
 
         7   impacts on economic development including estimates of jobs  
 
         8   created and how local residents can obtain these jobs; any  
 
         9   economic development plans and any economic plans associated  
 
        10   with the airport; environmental impacts including  
 
        11   groundwater, streams, lakes, wetlands, floodplains,  
 
        12   stormwater, drinking water, waste disposal, wastewater and  
 
        13   other natural resources in the area such as parks and forest  
 
        14   preserve lands, and fiscal impacts on local governments  
 
        15   including impacts on all taxing authorities, and especially  
 
        16   impacts on municipal, county and township revenues.   
 
        17   Mitigation plans for all impacts should be discussed and  
 
        18   reviewed with local governments for comment early before they  
 
        19   are finalized.   
 
        20             The fourth point is regarding regional sewer  
 
        21   service.  The members of the Council would like the FAA and  
 
        22   IDOT through the airport design and EIS process, to work with  
 
        23   the Council members to explore the possibility of a regional  
 
        24   sewer service system, exploring all alternatives for both the  
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         1   airport and the incorporated areas around the airport.   
 
         2             Finally, the final point is regarding the size of  
 
         3   the airport.  Some members of the Council would like the  
 
         4   proposed airport, the full build-out scenario, to have no  
 
         5   more than four runways as there is a concern that too much  
 
         6   land is being consumed by the airport footprint; however, not  
 
         7   all of the members agree with this.  In particular,  
 
         8   University Park and Will County believe the size of the  
 
         9   airport should be based on demand factors.  In any case all  
 
        10   members of the Council agree that they would like any  
 
        11   information that the FAA and IDOT can provide on how to  
 
        12   effectively plan for land use beyond the inaugural airport  
 
        13   facility in case there is a need for airport expansion. 
 
        14             That concludes my remarks, and thank you for this  
 
        15   opportunity to present them.   
 
        16             MR. REWERTS:  We did get another card, Mary Ann  
 
        17   Deutsche.  State your name and spell it for the record. 
 
        18              
 
        19    
 
        20    
 
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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         1                         Mary Ann Deutsche 
                                         3417  
         2                       Steger, Illinois 60475 
              
         3    
              
         4             MS. DEUTSCHE:  My name is Mary Ann Gearhart,  
 
         5   G-E-A-R-H-A-R-T, Deutsche, D-E-U-T-S-C-H-E.  I have been a  
 
         6   representative of the Will County Board for the last 18 years  
 
         7   in Concord District 1, that area mostly impacted by this  
 
         8   airport, although as I know, we all listened this morning  
 
         9   many, many, many people will be impacted with the effects of  
 
        10   this airport.  
 
        11             In that period of time I have been a mother, now a  
 
        12   grandmother and my children have grown old enough to buy  
 
        13   homes, but I still remain and many people will remain as this  
 
        14   goes forward.  When you take that big large square out of the  
 
        15   middle of our community, there are roads that we transverse  
 
        16   to reach families, reach schools, reach businesses.  My  
 
        17   family also is in the farm business in the middle of this  
 
        18   airport site.  We will still try to grow crops we hope as you  
 
        19   go forward.  If I had a voice that had a vote, I would say I  
 
        20   absolutely want this thing to go away, no, I do not want an  
 
        21   airport, and, no, many of the people in my community do not  
 
        22   want an airport, but certainly that's not mine to say.  
 
        23             I certainly hope as you go forward you go in the  
 
        24   spirit of fairness and look at everything and make sure that  
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         1   those of us that remain can still live here, still get to our  
 
         2   families, get to our businesses, still conduct our business,  
 
         3   and make sure as the process goes forward those people who  
 
         4   are beginning to purchase property do so in a fair way.  We  
 
         5   find some purchases of property have been way off the site  
 
         6   for a road that may be 20 to 40 years from now and they say  
 
         7   that's protective.  I dare say in my opinion that would be  
 
         8   protective of the cost that they have to bear as they  
 
         9   continue to buy land because the impact of the people in that  
 
        10   part of the community, they're left in their homes surrounded  
 
        11   by state-owned property, so I dare -- I hope as you do your  
 
        12   scoping you do it fairly.  Keep in mind who pays all our  
 
        13   salaries, I'm a government worker as you are too, and make  
 
        14   sure that the taxpayers are protected and the whole region  
 
        15   that needs this airport knows that.  Thank you. 
 
        16             MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.  Do we have -- are there  
 
        17   any other speaker cards?  No?  Seeing none, let's take about  
 
        18   a 15-minute break.  Let's come back at quarter to 12:00.   
 
        19                       (Brief recess taken.) 
 
        20             May I have your attention?  We still have no more  
 
        21   speakers.  It's now one minute of 12:00, and having seen no  
 
        22   more speakers, we're going to adjourn until 4:00 o'clock.  At  
 
        23   that time you're more than welcome to come back and sign up  
 
        24   to speak at that time, if you so desire.  Seeing no more  
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         1   speakers, I now adjourn this session.  Thank you for coming.   
 
         2                  (Which were all the proceedings had in the 
 
         3                   above-entitled matter.) 
 
         4   ------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
         5   STATE OF ILLINOIS    ) 
 
         6                        )  SS: 
 
         7   COUNTY OF COOK       ) 
 
         8    
 
         9    
 
        10    
 
        11        I, Susan M. Pudlo, R.P.R., C.S.R., Notary Public, do  
 
        12   hereby certify that I am a court reporter doing business in  
 
        13   the State of Illinois, County of Cook; that I reported in  
 
        14   shorthand the proceedings at the given hearing held on the  
 
        15   3rd day of December, 2003, and that the foregoing is a true  
 
        16   and correct transcript of my shorthand notes so taken as  
 
        17   aforesaid. 
 
        18    
 
        19                          ________________________________ 
                                           Susan M. Pudlo 
        20                         Registered Professional Reporter 
                                     Certified Shorthand Reporter   
        21    
 
        22    
 
        23    
 
        24    
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           1        MR. REWERTS:  Good afternoon.  I would like to 
 
           2   call this meeting to order.  Let the record show that 
 
           3   it's now 4:00 p.m. on December 3rd, 2003.  My name is 
 
           4   Dennis Rewerts, and I'm the airport capacity officer 
 
           5   with the Federal Aviation Administration in the 
 
           6   Chicago Airports' district office.  To my right is 
 
           7   Barbara Johnson, assistant manager for Chicago 
 
           8   Airports' district office.  In addition, there are a 
 
           9   number of FAA employees, along with URS Corporation, 
 
          10   the FAA's EIS contractor, here to assist you in 
 
          11   answering your questions.  You can identify them by 
 
          12   their name tags. 
 
          13             On behalf of the FAA, I want to welcome you 
 
          14   this afternoon to the scoping meeting for the Tier 2 
 
          15   Environmental Impact Statement studying the proposed 
 
          16   construction and operation of inaugural airport 
 
          17   facilities at the South Suburban airport site.  The 
 
          18   South Suburban site, which is located here in Will 
 
          19   County, is one of several locations considered in the 
 
          20   Tier 1 EIS and was approved by the FAA record 
 
          21   decision dated July 12th, 2002. 
 
          22             Our reason for being here today is to hold 
 
          23   a scoping meeting.  The scoping process is the 
 
          24   initial step in the FAA's preparation of an 
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           1   environmental impact statement to the State of 
 
           2   Illinois's proposed action.  The regulations for 
 
           3   implementing the National Environmental Policy Act, 
 
           4   otherwise known as NEPA, define the scoping process 
 
           5   as an early and open process determining the scope of 
 
           6   issues to be addressed and for identifying the 
 
           7   significant issues relating to the proposed action. 
 
           8   Therefore, we are here today to inform you about the 
 
           9   State's proposed action and to listen to your 
 
          10   comments of the environmental impacts to be addressed 
 
          11   in conjunction with the environmental study being 
 
          12   prepared. 
 
          13             We have a court reporter to my left who 
 
          14   will be recording all verbal testimony to make sure 
 
          15   that all comments are documented so that they are 
 
          16   adequately considered and addressed in the 
 
          17   preparation of the environmental impact statement. 
 
          18   We are not here today to debate the merits of the 
 
          19   State's proposed action.  We are here to receive 
 
          20   comments concerning environmental issues that should 
 
          21   be addressed during the environmental study. 
 
          22             This is your opportunity to tell us what 
 
          23   specific areas you think need to be examined in the 
 
          24   conduct of the environmental study.  FAA regulations 
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           1   stipulate that an EIS is normally required for 
 
           2   first-time airport layout approval and federal 
 
           3   financial participation in a commercial service 
 
           4   airport located within a standard metropolitan 
 
           5   statistical area. 
 
           6             This Tier 2 EIS will be prepared and comply 
 
           7   with the requirements of FAA Order 5010.1-D, policies 
 
           8   and procedures for considering environmental impacts, 
 
           9   and FAA Order 5050.4-A, airport environmental 
 
          10   handbook.  These are the FAA's environmental 
 
          11   requirements for complying with the intent of NEPA. 
 
          12             The Tier EIS focuses on issues that are 
 
          13   right for decision and excludes from consideration 
 
          14   those issues already decided or not yet invited.  The 
 
          15   hearing is appropriate for environmental documents 
 
          16   concerned with development and operation of inaugural 
 
          17   airport facilities.  Issues relating to the 
 
          18   development and operation of airport facilities 
 
          19   beyond the inaugural airport program will be 
 
          20   addressed in later environmental documents issued 
 
          21   from the federal review decision. 
 
          22             A scoping document will be prepared and 
 
          23   provided to you which summarizes the project and the 
 
          24   scoping process.  Page 5 of the document shows the 
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           1   flow chart for the environmental review process. 
 
           2   After the draft EIS is prepared, it will be 
 
           3   circulated for a 45-day commentary which will include 
 
           4   a public hearing and opportunity for written comment. 
 
           5   The issues brought up during the public review period 
 
           6   will then be addressed in the final EIS.  No action 
 
           7   can be taken until 30 days after notice of 
 
           8   availability of the final EIS and it has been 
 
           9   published in the Federal Register. 
 
          10             Prior to taking any action, the FAA will 
 
          11   issue a record of decision, otherwise referred to as 
 
          12   ROD, on the State's proposed action.  The ROD states 
 
          13   what the decision is, identifies all alternatives 
 
          14   considered and discusses any mitigating measures that 
 
          15   have been taken to minimize adverse impacts.  After 
 
          16   the ROD is issued, the actions outlined in the ROD 
 
          17   can be taken. 
 
          18             Let me state clearly now that the FAA has 
 
          19   not made any decision to approve or disapprove any 
 
          20   part of this project that is under consideration.  A 
 
          21   notice of intent to prepare a tiered environmental 
 
          22   impact statement and hold scoping meetings was 
 
          23   published in the Federal Register dated October 28th, 
 
          24   2003.  Publication of the start of the process was 
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           1   defined.  This notice was mailed to the federal, 
 
           2   state and local officials and to members of the 
 
           3   public who had previously expressed an interest in 
 
           4   receiving information as part of the Tier 1 process. 
 
           5   The FAA also placed a notice of scoping in several 
 
           6   other newspapers in general circulation within the 
 
           7   project area. 
 
           8             This afternoon we are holding this scoping 
 
           9   meeting from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m., and it is open to 
 
          10   anyone who wishes to present verbal or written 
 
          11   comments.  Each person desiring to present verbal 
 
          12   comments must complete appropriate sign-up 
 
          13   documentation at the speaker registration desk 
 
          14   located at the entrance to this room.  Each person 
 
          15   desiring to present verbal comments is limited to a 
 
          16   four-minute presentation.  Presenters of verbal 
 
          17   comments will be notified by the yellow light that 
 
          18   they have one minute to wrap up their comments.  If 
 
          19   the presenter continues beyond the allotted 
 
          20   four-minute time, I will interrupt the testimony and 
 
          21   instruct the presenter to submit additional comments 
 
          22   in writing or wait until everyone has had an 
 
          23   opportunity speak, at which time additional time will 
 
          24   be allowed for continuation. 
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           1             If you have a copy of your testimony and 
 
           2   would like to leave it for the record, you may give 
 
           3   it to Ms. Johnson on my right.  An individual may not 
 
           4   assign his or her time period to another person for 
 
           5   the purpose of extending the four-minute time limit. 
 
           6   Each speaker will be asked to state and spell their 
 
           7   name and state their organization if applicable. 
 
           8             Written comments can be submitted until 
 
           9   December 19th, 2003 to me, Denis Rewerts.  My address 
 
          10   is FAA, Chicago Airports District Office, 2300 East 
 
          11   Devon Avenue, Des Plaines, Illinois 60018.  My name 
 
          12   and address are also listed in the scoping document 
 
          13   and on the written comment sheets, both of which are 
 
          14   available at the sign-in desk. 
 
          15             If you wish to provide written comments 
 
          16   today, please either leave them at the sign-in desk 
 
          17   or deposit them in the written comment box located in 
 
          18   the other room.  Written comments may also be 
 
          19   submitted to me by e-mail.  Comments submitted by 
 
          20   e-mail must be received no later than December 19th, 
 
          21   2003.  My e-mail address is listed on page 3 of the 
 
          22   scoping document. 
 
          23             To ensure that the court reporter 
 
          24   accurately reports all comments, members of the 
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           1   audience are requested to remain quiet during the 
 
           2   testimony.  No interviews are to be conducted in this 
 
           3   room.  Also, it is requested that all cell phones be 
 
           4   turned off. 
 
           5             If the media have any questions, Tony 
 
           6   Molinaro, the public affairs officer, will be 
 
           7   available to assist you outside of this room in the 
 
           8   public information workshop area. 
 
           9             There will be a five-minute break at the 
 
          10   beginning of each hour, and a 15-minute break at 
 
          11   6:00 p.m.  Speakers will be heard in order that they 
 
          12   sign in with the exception of federal, state and 
 
          13   local elected officials.  These individuals will be 
 
          14   afforded the opportunity to speak at their 
 
          15   convenience. 
 
          16             Does anyone have any questions about the 
 
          17   timing of the scoping meeting or need clarification 
 
          18   on the environmental impact statement process? 
 
          19             Yes, sir? 
 
          20        FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Just is there going to be any 
 
          21   responses to any of our comments today, or are we 
 
          22   just making general statements that are eventually 
 
          23   responded to later? 
 
          24        MR. REWERTS:  No, there will be no responses to 
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           1   the comments.  They will be accepted and they will be 
 
           2   addressed within the time allotted. 
 
           3             Anybody else? 
 
           4             Pending no further questions, I would like 
 
           5   to call the first speaker.  And now what we're going 
 
           6   to do, we have two microphones, so I'll call two 
 
           7   speakers.  The person will speak, and the other one 
 
           8   will stand by the second mic.  That will help the 
 
           9   process move a little quicker. 
 
          10             The first speaker is Thomas A. Joseph.  And 
 
          11   on standby is Ellen Meyers-Hafner. 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                      Thomas A. Joseph 
                              7460 West College Drive 
           2                  Palos Heights, Illinois 
 
           3             Good afternoon.  On behalf of the Realtors 
 
           4   Association of the West South Suburban Chicagoland, 
 
           5   which represents over 4,000 Realtors in South 
 
           6   Suburban Cook County, and along with the Three Rivers 
 
           7   Association, representing over 1,000 Realtors in Will 
 
           8   and Grundy Counties, my name is Tom Joseph; and I 
 
           9   serve as government affairs director representing the 
 
          10   Realtor community in this region. 
 
          11             In recent days Americans have recalled the 
 
          12   presidency of John F. Kennedy; and one of his more 
 
          13   famous quotes was, and I quote, A rising tide lifts 
 
          14   all boats, end of quote.  Nowhere would that have 
 
          15   more meaning than in this region.  With the strong 
 
          16   purchasing power of American consumer, Realtors and 
 
          17   the housing market have allowed the American economy 
 
          18   to escape a serious recession in the past three 
 
          19   years.  The housing market in this region has raised 
 
          20   the level of productivity and has brought stability. 
 
          21   But much more is needed to strengthen this region. 
 
          22             The concept of the third airport is 
 
          23   something that the above associations representing 
 
          24   over 5,000 Realtors in the region support as a major 
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           1   economic tool to bring jobs, continuing residential 
 
           2   housing growth and broaden the commercial base so 
 
           3   that residents who live in the region will have a 
 
           4   better opportunity to find employment and continue to 
 
           5   benefit in the American dream of owning a home. 
 
           6             Furthermore, a third airport located in 
 
           7   this region will benefit the children directly when 
 
           8   more businesses locate to the region and their 
 
           9   important tax dollars are invested for our schools. 
 
          10             The Realtor community is uniquely qualified 
 
          11   in speaking to the future of a region because 
 
          12   Realtors own property in the community, sell property 
 
          13   in the community and are advocates for the community 
 
          14   and region they live in.  Individuals who are looking 
 
          15   to relocate and live in an area care deeply about the 
 
          16   home they may purchase, the schools they send their 
 
          17   children to and the employment opportunities that are 
 
          18   offered throughout a region. 
 
          19             Unfortunately, presently there are roughly 
 
          20   60 residents for every one job in the south suburbs 
 
          21   of Cook County.  Conversely, Will and Grundy Counties 
 
          22   are enjoying tremendous benefits from a very strong 
 
          23   local economy, which makes Will County the No. 1 
 
          24   county for growth in the Midwest outside the south 
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           1   according to the most recent census figures. 
 
           2             This airport will have a two-fold impact; 
 
           3   bringing opportunity to the south suburbs and 
 
           4   ensuring Will County's continued strength. 
 
           5             More important, a third airport will help 
 
           6   reduce property taxes for homeowners in the 
 
           7   surrounding area of the airport as we have seen near 
 
           8   O'Hare Airport as more commercial and industrial 
 
           9   businesses are attracted which will make it more 
 
          10   beneficial for individuals to purchase homes. 
 
          11             The south and southwest region of Illinois 
 
          12   will benefit directly with a third airport, which 
 
          13   will over time directly impact the state and national 
 
          14   economies. 
 
          15             We thank the FAA for all their cooperation 
 
          16   and encourage that final approval to be granted to 
 
          17   start this important process. 
 
          18             Thank you for your time. 
 
          19        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          20             Next speaker is Ellen Meyers-Hafner, who 
 
          21   will be followed by Sherman Hafner. 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                    Ellen Meyers-Hafner 
                               5537 West Pauling Road 
           2                      Monee, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Ellen Meyers-Hafner.  I live at 
 
           4   5537 West Pauling Road, Monee, Illinois 60449. 
 
           5             I am here to voice my objection to the 
 
           6   construction of the proposed south suburban airport. 
 
           7   This airport would be plunked in the middle of four 
 
           8   small, quaint, quiet towns.  It would destroy 
 
           9   15,000-plus acres of prime and important farmland. 
 
          10             Once farmland is dug up and paved over, it 
 
          11   can never be restored.  As the saying goes, God isn't 
 
          12   making any more land.  Besides that the fact that 
 
          13   this airport will destroy our rural environment, it 
 
          14   would do so needlessly.  An airport in this area just 
 
          15   isn't required. 
 
          16             Last Sunday was the busiest travel day of 
 
          17   the year.  In fact, news report indicated it was the 
 
          18   busiest travel day since the 911 tragedy.  There were 
 
          19   no significant delays at O'Hare Airport or Midway 
 
          20   Airport.  Why do we need another airport if the 
 
          21   busiest travel day in over two years occurred without 
 
          22   delays? 
 
          23             Many people argue that Chicago's aviation 
 
          24   needs will continue to increase.  Let's say that's 



 
                                                                   16 
 
 
 
           1   true.  Legislation was passed to expand O'Hare so 
 
           2   O'Hare will handle more flights.  Midway Airport just 
 
           3   renovated and expanded its terminal.  The Gary 
 
           4   Chicago International Airport is also poised for 
 
           5   updating and is severely underutilized.  It can 
 
           6   accommodate any aircraft that Midway Airport can 
 
           7   handle.  The Greater Rockford Airport is also greatly 
 
           8   underutilized.  This area is also served by General 
 
           9   Mitchell International Airport in Milwaukee. 
 
          10             Expanding O'Hare, continuing to use Midway 
 
          11   and Mitchell Airports and improving Gary Chicago and 
 
          12   Greater Rockford Airports will greatly increase 
 
          13   Chicago's flight path. 
 
          14             As you can see, five airports already serve 
 
          15   this region.  A South Suburban airport will be the 
 
          16   sixth.  Do we really need a sixth airport when we 
 
          17   have at least two that are being underutilized?  Do 
 
          18   we need a sixth airport with the expansion of O'Hare? 
 
          19   Using technology to reconfigure the airspace above 
 
          20   the Chicagoland area and promoting a high-speed rail 
 
          21   network will also help to increase flight capacity in 
 
          22   this region. 
 
          23             There is no need to destroy the current 
 
          24   lifestyles of thousands of people who live peacefully 
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           1   in this quiet, rural area.  It is inhumane to 
 
           2   continue to hold this threat of this airport over our 
 
           3   heads for more than a decade.  We are continuously 
 
           4   thinking about how our lives will change 
 
           5   detrimentally if construction is allowed. 
 
           6             Please stop this unnecessary project before 
 
           7   our lives are changed dramatically and forever. 
 
           8             Thank you. 
 
           9        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.  Next speaker is Sherman 
 
          10   Hafner, and the following him will be Ed Mullady. 
 
          11 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 



 
                                                                   18 
 
 
 
           1                   Sherman R. Hafner, Jr. 
                               5537 West Pauling Road 
           2                      Monee, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Sherman Hafner.  I live at 5537 
 
           4   West Pauling Road, Monee, Illinois.  I'm a member of 
 
           5   STAND. 
 
           6             I come from a farm in Missouri and now live 
 
           7   in the proposed phase to the footprint.  My 
 
           8   grandfather brought his farm working in a cement 
 
           9   plant, and my grandmother worked in a shoe factory. 
 
          10   The State decided to build a scenic highway that went 
 
          11   to St. Louis.  The road went through the middle of 
 
          12   their farm and overlooked the Mississippi River.  The 
 
          13   State imposed imminent domain, and the farm was 
 
          14   literally split in half, so the highway separated 
 
          15   pastures that my grandparents' cattle could no longer 
 
          16   use.  This in no small part led to my grandfather's 
 
          17   heart attack.  And that road to St. Louis is rarely 
 
          18   used today, just like the Mid-America Airport which 
 
          19   is 25 miles from St. Louis. 
 
          20             I could go on about the O'Hare expansion 
 
          21   and its final okay and make this meeting unnecessary, 
 
          22   but instead I want to talk about population.  There 
 
          23   are currently 6 trillion people in the world, and it 
 
          24   will increase 15 percent in 10 years to 7 trillion. 
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           1             The average farmer feeds 129 people, 94 in 
 
           2   the US and 35 abroad.  Some uses for corn and 
 
           3   soybeans are baby foods, margarine, detergent, 
 
           4   sandpaper, chewing gum, de-icers for roads, 
 
           5   antibiotics, explosives, potato chips, plastics, 
 
           6   cosmetics, rubber tires and plastic bags.  Corn is 
 
           7   used to make ethanol, and Illinois is the largest 
 
           8   producer of ethanol in the country.  One bushel of 
 
           9   corn makes 2.7 gallons of ethanol, and gasoline 
 
          10   currently uses 10 percent ethanol.  So the 4,200 
 
          11   acres of proposed airport property could help produce 
 
          12   over 14,600,000 gallons of gasoline.  The 24,000-acre 
 
          13   site will help produce 72 million gallons of 
 
          14   gasoline.  Only the starch portion of the corn kernel 
 
          15   is used, and the proteins, vitamins and minerals are 
 
          16   left and used as high protein livestock feed. 
 
          17             Figures from Argonne National Laboratory 
 
          18   show the use of ethanol-blended fuels reduced CO2 
 
          19   greenhouse gas emissions in the United States during 
 
          20   2001.  The reduction is equivalent to removing more 
 
          21   than 52,000 cars from the road. 
 
          22             Soybeans are used to make diesel fuel which 
 
          23   is called biodiesel.  Biodiesel is used commercially 
 
          24   in truck fleets, school busses, heavy equipment, 
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           1   utility plants, such as Com Ed in the northern part 
 
           2   of Illinois, and municipal transportation.  It 
 
           3   extends engine life and contains no sulfur, aromatics 
 
           4   and significantly reduces exhaust smoke in particular 
 
           5   emissions.  It reduces Ozone toxins such as 
 
           6   hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide.  The benefits of 
 
           7   soy biodiesel for national security, the environment, 
 
           8   farmers and diesel engines are well established. 
 
           9             Carl Feldbaum and his competitors, 
 
          10   including (Inaudible) Tapowitz, are taking industrial 
 
          11   biotechnology into various manufacturing sectors and 
 
          12   creating a market that could exceed $280 billion by 
 
          13   2010. 
 
          14             To this region, farming is a billion dollar 
 
          15   industry; and in ten years, it could be worth more in 
 
          16   the economy in this area than an airport and its cost 
 
          17   to taxpayers. 
 
          18             Thank you. 
 
          19        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          20             Mr. Mullady is next, followed by Ted 
 
          21   Budzinski. 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                         Ed Mullady 
                                   726 South Elm 
           2                     Kankakee, Illinois 
 
           3             I'm Ed Mullady from the Sportsman's Letter 
 
           4   in Kankakee, Illinois.  Our publication deals with 
 
           5   the Kankakee River. 
 
           6             Thousands of people visit the Kankakee 
 
           7   River every year.  The majority are fishermen, 
 
           8   hunters, nature lovers, campers, canoeists, hikers. 
 
           9   They flock to the area and are drawn there by a 
 
          10   premiere river, the Kankakee and its tributaries. 
 
          11   It's located within some of the largest cities in the 
 
          12   country, and these people use the remaining natural 
 
          13   remnants of the Kankakee River to escape man-made 
 
          14   projects, such as block after block of blacktop, 
 
          15   parking lots, garbage dumps, highways, channelized 
 
          16   and dredged streams that are no longer rivers.  They 
 
          17   want to leave the roar of airplanes and traffic, 
 
          18   polluted air and water. 
 
          19             The Kankakee River relies on its 
 
          20   tributaries for clean water for important spawning 
 
          21   areas for game fish and even threatened species of 
 
          22   aquatic life.  They also act as nurturing waters and 
 
          23   food supplies for newly-hatched aquatic to survive 
 
          24   and grow and help to naturally replenish the 
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           1   tributaries and the main river itself. 
 
           2             One way or the other, the people who care 
 
           3   about seeing some areas remain with some semblance of 
 
           4   environmental integrity will be hurt by a third 
 
           5   airport near Peotone.  There are many all-important 
 
           6   creeks that will be recipients of waste materials and 
 
           7   chemicals used to keep planes in the area, the huge 
 
           8   runoff of blacktop parking lots along with the 
 
           9   industrial parts that may follow the coming of the 
 
          10   airport.  These all-important creeks flow into the 
 
          11   Kankakee River as strategic locations.  They include 
 
          12   Ford Creek, Rock Creek, Black Walnut Creek, Marshall 
 
          13   Slew and X-Line Slew.  X-Line Slew becomes Baker 
 
          14   Creek where it enters the river. 
 
          15             It also appears that Trim Creek and Pipe 
 
          16   Creek near Beecher and Grant Park will be used for 
 
          17   airport and industrial runoff.  There will no longer 
 
          18   exist as spatial spawning areas or nurturing areas 
 
          19   for aquatic life.  The Kankakee River will be 
 
          20   fighting for survival even more than it has had to do 
 
          21   for many years. 
 
          22             Many have already shown there is no need 
 
          23   for a third airport here.  Politicians have spent 
 
          24   thousands of dollars of taxpayers' monies already in 
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           1   providing jobs for developers and planners.  They 
 
           2   have bought the land and continued to use money for 
 
           3   what was supposed to be a very overdrawn State 
 
           4   treasury to pursue this same course.  Airlines have 
 
           5   indicated they want no part of the building of this 
 
           6   airport. 
 
           7             Keep in mind that Rock and Black Walnut 
 
           8   Creek flow into the Kankakee River State Park.  Rock 
 
           9   Creek is one of the most scenic areas in the state. 
 
          10   Ford Creek flows through Will County's forest 
 
          11   preserve areas.  In my writing, regular programs, our 
 
          12   Sportsman's Letter website, I've expressed these same 
 
          13   opinions for several years; and out of thousands who 
 
          14   I reach, I've not had one person ever say they are 
 
          15   for the Peotone airport. 
 
          16             I request that in the environmental impact 
 
          17   statement process, you ask for great assistance in 
 
          18   your determination from the US Fish and Wildlife 
 
          19   Service and from the Illinois Department of Natural 
 
          20   Resources. 
 
          21             Thank you. 
 
          22        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          23             Next Speaker is Ted Budzinski, and 
 
          24   following Mr. Budzinski will be Lois Arms. 
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           1                       Ted Budzinski 
                                  8 Sandpiper Lane 
           2                     Beecher, Illinois 
 
           3             I've lived in Beecher now for 16 years and 
 
           4   I own my own home and I'm 82 years old and half 
 
           5   crippled.  I don't want the airport or the roof of my 
 
           6   house taken off.  Now, I'll make it sweet.  Don't 
 
           7   spoil our land.  No airport. 
 
           8        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
           9             Lois Arms, followed by Paul Karas. 
 
          10 
 
          11 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                         Lois Arms 
                                     107 Nanti 
           2                   Park Forest, Illinois 
 
           3             I'm Lois Arms.  I live in Park Forest, and 
 
           4   I'm a member of STAND, which means Shut This Airport 
 
           5   Nightmare Down.  And that's the way we feel about it. 
 
           6             Of course, when any sponsor proposes a 
 
           7   project that asks for government authorization and 
 
           8   government money, the first thing to consider is is 
 
           9   there a need.  In all the years that an airport on 
 
          10   the farmland based south of Chicago has been 
 
          11   discussed, no airline has ever said anything but no. 
 
          12   They see no need.  We don't need another white 
 
          13   elephant like downstate Mascoutah that was built 
 
          14   against the airlines' advice, and nothing much is 
 
          15   doing there. 
 
          16             Any honest person looking at the state of 
 
          17   air business today sees one, that electronic business 
 
          18   message such as faxing, e-mail, teleconferencing and 
 
          19   all the other instantaneous inventions have 
 
          20   superseded pokey, old-fashioned air travel in many 
 
          21   cases.  For trips of 500 miles or less -- some say 
 
          22   300 -- air does not even save time over rail, 
 
          23   counting the time to get out to the airports and back 
 
          24   and the time now needed, and for the foreseeable 
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           1   future, for security checking.  These factors also 
 
           2   make leisure travel by air uninviting.  Trains allow 
 
           3   people to see the scenery. 
 
           4             Security requirements have made travel more 
 
           5   time-consuming and unpleasant.  Our area does not 
 
           6   need a potential terrorist target like an airport. 
 
           7   Another thing you'll see when looking at air 
 
           8   business, the airlines are in terrible financial 
 
           9   condition, floundering and going bankrupt.  They have 
 
          10   had to lay off hundreds of people shedding jobs, 
 
          11   jobs, jobs.  For example, Boeing's military contract 
 
          12   has just now been put on hold, their military 
 
          13   contract.  And their domestic orders are drying up. 
 
          14             General aviation with small, private and 
 
          15   corporate planes seems to be thriving, though.  There 
 
          16   is talk of using them like taxis.  The existing small 
 
          17   airports like Lansing and Sanger, the latter a 
 
          18   footprint of SSA, served general aviation and have 
 
          19   potential to promote economic development and 
 
          20   corporate headquarters.  Sanger even has a 
 
          21   cross-width and runway, unlike the proposed SSA. 
 
          22             Forecasts are at best educated guesses, not 
 
          23   reliable, bankable truths.  Dreams of nuclear 
 
          24   technology might turn out like the Concord.  Jobs may 
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           1   not materialize.  But the need for farm products is 
 
           2   real and will probably only increase.  Also, the need 
 
           3   for quiet, natural respite, like nature preserves and 
 
           4   parks.  Farmland is not vacant.  It's already 
 
           5   economically developed.  It's people's livelihood as 
 
           6   well as their home, and agricultural economy exists 
 
           7   here.  It all leads up to life on the farm. 
 
           8             The local grain elevator and various other 
 
           9   expensive machines that farmers use, the mill in 
 
          10   Kankakee, Arthur Daniels and so forth.  This land is 
 
          11   comprised of our prime or important farmland that's 
 
          12   the most productive for the least input.  It 
 
          13   shouldn't be wasted by paving. 
 
          14             There's only so much land and there's only 
 
          15   so much air space.  Both can be conserved by rail 
 
          16   travel.  Rights-of-way exist in placing on the 
 
          17   ground.  I'd like to just call your attention to 
 
          18   today's Tribune, which has a story on Anthony Rudis's 
 
          19   conservation project.  He's made it out of nothing. 
 
          20             I'll let you see it if you're not familiar. 
 
          21        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you, Lois. 
 
          22             Paul Karas, followed by Bert Docter. 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                         Paul Karas 
                                6001 West Industrial 
           2                       Gary, Indiana 
 
           3             Thank you.  My name is Paul Karas.  I'm the 
 
           4   director of the Gary Chicago Airport.  We have 
 
           5   submitted our testimony to the FAA, and I will 
 
           6   summarize it.  It is signed by the president of the 
 
           7   Airport Authority. 
 
           8             We at the Gary Airport and many other 
 
           9   people in the suburbs here of the Chicago area also 
 
          10   believe that a rising tide impacts home markets, if 
 
          11   you will; but if the tide is flooding or ebbing, it 
 
          12   is not stopped by an artificial border such as the 
 
          13   Indiana-Illinois state line. 
 
          14             Some of the concerns that we have with 
 
          15   regard to the putative Peotone airport has to do with 
 
          16   airspace and the taking of Gary Chicago International 
 
          17   Airport airspace to effectively allow Peotone to be 
 
          18   implemented the way it was promulgated.  We are 
 
          19   concerned with the process and whether that process 
 
          20   will be entirely transparent with regards to 
 
          21   consideration of alternatives, such as the Gary 
 
          22   Chicago Airport, the Bloomington Airport. 
 
          23             We are concerned, again, with the process 
 
          24   with regard to how the purpose and need will be 
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           1   defined, and the questions with regard to that are 
 
           2   answered, how the definition of the service area will 
 
           3   be arrived at. 
 
           4             And we are concerned finally with two other 
 
           5   points:  Ground access both today and in the future 
 
           6   for making the putative Peotone Airport fully 
 
           7   implemented, and with items that are more intangible 
 
           8   but are part and parcel with the National 
 
           9   Environmental Policy Act, having to do with 
 
          10   environmental and economic injustice. 
 
          11             Thank you. 
 
          12        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          13             Next speaker is Bert Docter, who will be 
 
          14   followed by Bob Carter. 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                        Bert Doctor 
                                550 East 160th Place 
           2                  South Holland, Illinois 
 
           3             Good afternoon, Mr. Rewerts.  Thank you for 
 
           4   giving us this opportunity to share with you on this 
 
           5   important occasion. 
 
           6             It's been almost 20 years -- That's two 
 
           7   decades, four presidents and four governors -- that 
 
           8   we've been working and studying on this particular 
 
           9   project.  Some of the people involved today were 
 
          10   barely born 20 years ago, but they're there, both pro 
 
          11   and con for this initiative that we're doing here in 
 
          12   Chicago southland. 
 
          13             It was in 1993, I believe, that the FAA 
 
          14   instructed the Northern Illinois folk to get together 
 
          15   and find a location for a third regional airport 
 
          16   because both O'Hare and Midway will be at capacity, 
 
          17   they said.  It was at that time that -- just shortly 
 
          18   before that time Midway was the world's busiest 
 
          19   airport, and O'Hare was soon taken over because of 
 
          20   the space they had.  We know what happened at O'Hare 
 
          21   and the way time has gone.  And the problems have 
 
          22   arisen because of inadequate planning. 
 
          23             I think that FAA and everybody that's been 
 
          24   involved in this is to be commended for the planning 
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           1   that they've done.  I think we've gone through 18 or 
 
           2   20 sites.  One by one they were eliminated for one 
 
           3   reason or another.  Today we're dealing with the 
 
           4   south suburban airport near University Park. 
 
           5             I represent the business community and as 
 
           6   past chairman of the Southland Chamber of Commerce, 
 
           7   representing 71 communities, almost 2 and a half 
 
           8   million people that surround that Chicago southland 
 
           9   chamber area.  More recently, I was the director of 
 
          10   the third airport clearing house and information 
 
          11   center. 
 
          12             I think that in the years that have gone 
 
          13   by, the information you have before you is what we're 
 
          14   here about today.  Finally, we're at the Tier 2 
 
          15   study.  We see something on the horizon as far as 
 
          16   some answers are concerned.  Studies have been done. 
 
          17   And now more recently, and rightfully so, in the last 
 
          18   20 years, we do get a little bit more creative. 
 
          19   There's this thing called privatization.  Our most 
 
          20   recent governor has said that we're 5 billion in the 
 
          21   hole, there is no money. 
 
          22             Private companies have come forward and 
 
          23   have indicated a desire to build this airport 
 
          24   privately, which means no federal money, no local 



 
                                                                   32 
 
 
 
           1   money and no state money.  When they say privately, 
 
           2   they must know that this thing will work.  And I 
 
           3   think that that was a concern of a lot of people. 
 
           4   Will the airlines use it?  Will the passengers use 
 
           5   it?  And I think that somebody willing to put up 3 to 
 
           6   $600 million indicates that there is a need for that. 
 
           7             The proposed airport, as we see it today, 
 
           8   the most recent plan is for one runway, five gates, 
 
           9   various small, starter type of operation.  Something 
 
          10   about what Midway Airport was just a few years ago. 
 
          11   We've seen what has happened to it.  They are at 
 
          12   capacity.  They cannot go anywhere else.  So we're 
 
          13   encouraged by that as well, but we're also encouraged 
 
          14   by the people in Gary.  That facility is needed 
 
          15   because of growth.  We've heard this morning Will 
 
          16   County is the fastest growing county in Illinois, 
 
          17   11th fastest in the nation.  And Gary, Indiana is 
 
          18   also servicing people from Indiana -- not only 
 
          19   Indiana, but also southwest Michigan. 
 
          20             The Rockford site, we're going to see the 
 
          21   day come in especially the next 20 years to where we 
 
          22   will be talking more than just this airport and its 
 
          23   expansion but other airports as well.  Aviation is 
 
          24   the way to go.  As was just testified a minute ago, 
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           1   the busiest travel holiday was just this past 
 
           2   Thanksgiving Day. 
 
           3             People are once again back in the air. 
 
           4   United Airlines has come out from underneath because 
 
           5   they, too, are taking the concept of a smaller 
 
           6   airport together with one runway and more 
 
           7   privatization. 
 
           8             I do see the red light, and I'm going to 
 
           9   yield the rest of my testimony to my written response 
 
          10   to you before the 19th of December. 
 
          11             Thank you very much for having this hearing 
 
          12   for us today. 
 
          13        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          14             Next speaker is Bob Carter.  Following him 
 
          15   will be John Spomar. 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                         Bob Carter 
                            30508 South State Line Road 
           2                     Beecher, Illinois 
 
           3             Bob Carter.  I'm a pilot and a member of 
 
           4   the Society of Automotive Engineers, and I'm a member 
 
           5   of STAND. 
 
           6             The Peotone airport is supposed to bring 
 
           7   jobs.  If the politicians hadn't taxed the small 
 
           8   companies and other businesses, we wouldn't have a 
 
           9   job crisis.  They are selling our company out from 
 
          10   under us.  British Petroleum sells all the jet fuel, 
 
          11   and (Inaudible) brought in by Jesse Jackson will own 
 
          12   part of the airport. 
 
          13             The Peotone airport is supposed to be 
 
          14   completed in five years with private and federal 
 
          15   funding.  It is not expected to be possible with 
 
          16   standard growth for ten years.  Will County will have 
 
          17   to pay for the infrastructures, roads at a million 
 
          18   and a half dollars per mile.  Bring in sewers and 
 
          19   sanitation at more than 400 million.  Water at 200 
 
          20   million.  And add cost for police and fire 
 
          21   department. 
 
          22             The Chicago Airport Authority landing fees 
 
          23   for Midway and O'Hare are from 475 to $1,900.  If you 
 
          24   think Daley is going to let the airlines go somewhere 
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           1   else, you're sadly mistaken. 
 
           2             Airplanes dump millions of tons of toxic 
 
           3   waste in the air, yet they are the only engines that 
 
           4   have no pollution controls.  The government has let 
 
           5   them be self-regulated. 
 
           6             Jesse Jackson, Jr.'s group are getting 
 
           7   bonding companies to put up millions of dollars for 
 
           8   an airport that hasn't been environmentally approved 
 
           9   yet.  It doesn't take a rocket scientist to know it 
 
          10   smells like a back room deal that's been already cut. 
 
          11             The taxpayers of Illinois have been paying 
 
          12   for studies for this airport for 13 years, over 45 
 
          13   million dollars going down the drain.  And they still 
 
          14   want more.  The brouhaha about this airport is so big 
 
          15   that Chicago papers and TV stations won't talk about 
 
          16   it.  Nobody has mentioned that if this thing folds 
 
          17   like Mid-America in St. Louis, an airport brought to 
 
          18   you by the same IDOT bus, the taxpayers of Will 
 
          19   County are going to be left with a very big bill. 
 
          20   Operating expenses down there are $3.5 million a year 
 
          21   and no return. 
 
          22             In one year, the 12,000 commercial airlines 
 
          23   flights use as much fuel as 112 million US autos. 
 
          24   The airlines know there's going to be a fuel crunch 
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           1   in 15 years.  They are already planning for planes 
 
           2   that will carry a thousand people.  There will be 
 
           3   fewer flights but they will be able to carry more 
 
           4   people.  There will be no need for the Peotone 
 
           5   airport. 
 
           6             The mayor and the so called "Iron Ring" 
 
           7   know nothing about the aircraft industry.  All you 
 
           8   have to do is say jobs and they'll okay anything. 
 
           9             If this was a legitimate environmental 
 
          10   study by the FAA, the EPA would be involved.  None of 
 
          11   the environmental reports mention that this area 
 
          12   keeps flying away from the staging area.  If you 
 
          13   remember, the B-1 Bomber was brought down by a flock 
 
          14   of geese. 
 
          15             One more thing.  We shouldn't be told the 
 
          16   results of these public scoping meetings, or you can 
 
          17   throw them in the garbage and do whatever the hell 
 
          18   you want anyway. 
 
          19             I've got a green?  Okay. 
 
          20             During the Korean conflict, I was drafted 
 
          21   in the army and paid 72.50 a month to shoot North 
 
          22   Koreans.  This was done to save the world from 
 
          23   communism.  I see now we were shooting the wrong 
 
          24   people.  The politicians are taking our land, 
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           1   polluting our air and ground and don't give a 
 
           2   thing -- don't say a thing about it.  Ladies and 
 
           3   gentlemen, this is communism. 
 
           4             The politicians have got the gambling 
 
           5   casinos.  They were supposed to give the schools the 
 
           6   money they needed, but everybody knows the money 
 
           7   disappeared in the political machinery.  Now we 
 
           8   wonder where the Peotone money will go. 
 
           9             If this Peotone airport goes the way it's 
 
          10   planned with the 10,000-foot runway, what happens to 
 
          11   the buffer zone that was supposed to protect the 
 
          12   people from noise and pollution?  The planes will be 
 
          13   taking off and landing next to their houses, and they 
 
          14   can't afford to buy the houses. 
 
          15        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          16 
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           1                      John Spomar, Jr. 
                                28952 South Western 
           2                     Beecher, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is John Spomar, Jr., 28952 South 
 
           4   Western Avenue, Beecher, Illinois, charter member of 
 
           5   the National Environmental Performance Tract 2002, 
 
           6   Illinois Governors Pollution Prevention Award winner 
 
           7   2003, US EPA Educational Outreach Award winner, and 
 
           8   president of the Land-O-Lincoln Dry Cleaners 
 
           9   Association.  The Dry Cleaners Association represents 
 
          10   400 dry cleaners in the south metropolitan area, of 
 
          11   which 175 are very close to the south suburban 
 
          12   potential airport. 
 
          13             The dry cleaning industry is one of the 
 
          14   most regulated industries in the world.  We now have 
 
          15   an Illinois Dry Cleaner Environmental Trust Fund 
 
          16   which helps cleanup programs.  If there's an 
 
          17   expansion, an urban sprawl to create a former urban 
 
          18   desert where most of our businesses are located, 
 
          19   contamination and potential contamination issues will 
 
          20   arise when businesses close, and neighborhoods will 
 
          21   have contamination issues from dry cleaners and their 
 
          22   plants in their localities, in their neighborhoods. 
 
          23   And if they are not allowed to continue in business 
 
          24   and rely on the trust fund, former neighborhoods will 
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           1   be contaminated to produce new neighborhoods which 
 
           2   will be in the future contaminated again. 
 
           3             Small businesses such as dry cleaners are 
 
           4   small and usually family businesses or -- There are 
 
           5   some conglomerates, but most of them are small 
 
           6   businesses.  Many are not the native Americans which 
 
           7   rely on their incomes and their family's education. 
 
           8   There are business retirements.  The retirements will 
 
           9   be lost if they have to move or close their 
 
          10   businesses when urban sprawl moves out of their 
 
          11   neighborhoods. 
 
          12             In order to conform with regulations, dry 
 
          13   cleaners must do a lot of wet cleaning.  Wet cleaning 
 
          14   requires water.  There are many water issues in the 
 
          15   State of Illinois.  The State of Illinois and the 
 
          16   Chicago metropolitan area is maxed out by the US 
 
          17   Supreme Court decision that there are caps placed on 
 
          18   water taken out of the Great Lakes area.  All the 
 
          19   states in the region, plus Canada, must approve; and 
 
          20   if the Supreme Court statements hold true, no further 
 
          21   water will be taken. 
 
          22             If an airport is put in this area, our 
 
          23   precious water that we use for wet cleaning and for 
 
          24   personal drinking water will go above the caps. 
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           1             In a magazine entitled Environmental Issues 
 
           2   by the University of Illinois, Springfield campus, it 
 
           3   states that there are 117 townships in the State of 
 
           4   Illinois that have contaminated water issues that are 
 
           5   not addressed and will not be addressed by December 
 
           6   8th.  There's not enough funds for them to carry out 
 
           7   these compliance issues.  And we need to address all 
 
           8   the water issues with a plan and have all the 
 
           9   technology in place so that every citizen and every 
 
          10   business will have the water that is needed for their 
 
          11   operations and for drinking and for their health. 
 
          12             Thank you. 
 
          13        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          14             Next speaker is Steve Potrczek, I think. 
 
          15   Is he here? 
 
          16        MR. POTRCZEK:  Steve Potrczek. 
 
          17        MR. REWERTS:  Following you will be John Krupa. 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                       Steve Potrczek 
                              11622 West Pauling Road 
           2                    Manhattan, Illinois 
 
           3             I'm Steve Potrczek, 11622 Pauling Road, 
 
           4   Manhattan, Illinois. 
 
           5             What I'm concerned about is the water shed. 
 
           6   I don't know if you people are aware, but there's a 
 
           7   drainage district that used to exist at the turn of 
 
           8   the century through most of Will County.  These were 
 
           9   usually by townships.  Some of these drain tiles are 
 
          10   18 inches, 24 inches in size.  They drain extensive 
 
          11   areas.  At the turn of century, there were swampy 
 
          12   areas.  They could be swamp; they could be non-farms. 
 
          13   They were kind of drained into the east. 
 
          14             Now, in the airport footprint area, if 
 
          15   these drain tiles are disturbed, there's no way of 
 
          16   knowing what effect they're going to have on site of 
 
          17   this drainage area.  They're dumping into creeks now, 
 
          18   but there's no overall schematic or plan.  When these 
 
          19   drainage districts went bankrupt during the Great 
 
          20   Depression, the records were basically lost or 
 
          21   misplaced or they just vanished. 
 
          22             So when you cut a tile, which some of the 
 
          23   builders have done in the past, they create all sorts 
 
          24   of havoc outside the area because you're disturbing 
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           1   the water shed. 
 
           2             So I'm just very concerned that when this 
 
           3   airport is constructed, there's care taken to the 
 
           4   tiles, that they be maintained, restored so that they 
 
           5   don't disturb the drainage district, because they're 
 
           6   dumping into creeks and the creeks are dumping into 
 
           7   the Kankakee River.  You're affecting an area much 
 
           8   larger than the actual footprint area. 
 
           9             I have a tile that goes from my farm 18 
 
          10   inches.  It goes for 7 miles, and it's picking up a 
 
          11   bunch of others.  It's draining one hell of a mass 
 
          12   area. 
 
          13             Okay.  That's my comment.  Thank you. 
 
          14        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          15             John Krupa, you will followed by Jack 
 
          16   Darin. 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                       John A. Krupa 
                                  2052 Maple Road 
           2                     Homewood, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is John Krupa.  I reside at 2252 
 
           4   Maple Road in Homewood, Illinois, in fact, a little 
 
           5   bit north. 
 
           6             I felt it was important to be here today to 
 
           7   focus on what you indicated yourself, that these are 
 
           8   environmental issues we have to deal with.  Now, you 
 
           9   mentioned you were governed by NEPA, which is 
 
          10   correct, but you failed to kind of follow some of the 
 
          11   other purposes.  Pursuant to Section 1500.1 
 
          12   Subsection C, if you read on, it says "Ultimately, of 
 
          13   course, it is not better documents but better 
 
          14   decisions that count."  NEPA's purpose is not to 
 
          15   generate paperwork but to foster excellent action. 
 
          16   The NEPA process is intended to help public officials 
 
          17   make decisions that are based on the understanding of 
 
          18   environmental consequences -- Not the understanding 
 
          19   of business, not the understanding of airlines, but 
 
          20   environmental consequences -- and take actions that 
 
          21   protect, restore and enhance the environment.  That's 
 
          22   what the purpose of this is. 
 
          23             The US Fish and Wildlife Service issues 19 
 
          24   different animals and eight different plants that are 
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           1   threatened or endangered in the State of Illinois. 
 
           2   Under the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, 
 
           3   half of which I have here as well, Will County is 
 
           4   listed as having over 50 different species of plants 
 
           5   and animals that are endangered or threatened.  So 
 
           6   what we have the issue of here is we have all this 
 
           7   environment and land and all these plants and animals 
 
           8   exist that is now going to be covered by a piece of 
 
           9   asphalt or a piece of concrete.  What's going to 
 
          10   happen to them? 
 
          11             Businesses are adaptable.  Businesses are 
 
          12   mobile.  Airports can be put in different locations, 
 
          13   but you can't pick up a tree.  It can't move.  The 
 
          14   coyote can't move.  The threatened frog can't move. 
 
          15   They're stuck where their habitats are at.  We need 
 
          16   to take into consideration what's going to happen to 
 
          17   them. 
 
          18             Pursuant to Section and Title 14 US Codes, 
 
          19   Chapter 65, 4901, Congressional findings and 
 
          20   statement of policy, the Congress finds that 
 
          21   inadequately controlled noise presents a growing 
 
          22   danger to the health and welfare of the Nation's 
 
          23   population, particularly in urban areas; that the 
 
          24   major sources of noise include transportation 
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           1   vehicles and equipment, machinery, appliances and 
 
           2   other products in commerce; that while the primary 
 
           3   responsibility for control of noise rests with the 
 
           4   state and local governments, federal action is 
 
           5   essential to deal with major noise sources in 
 
           6   commerce control of which require national uniformity 
 
           7   of treatment. 
 
           8             That's what we have here.  We have an 
 
           9   airport that needs to have a national policy that is 
 
          10   consistent across the board in all airports.  And 
 
          11   what we have to do here is just use a little common 
 
          12   sense.  Right now if you walk outside in Homewood in 
 
          13   my backyard and I look up, I see planes every day, 
 
          14   about every five, ten minutes at about 10,000 feet 
 
          15   coming over me. 
 
          16             My office is in Orland Park.  I see them 
 
          17   coming over I-80 at about 15,000 feet.  You come out 
 
          18   here to Manhattan Monee, planes are all over the 
 
          19   place.  They're going to Gary; They're going to 
 
          20   Midway; They're going to O'Hare.  Now you're going to 
 
          21   take another airport, shove that right into the 
 
          22   middle of it, take all those flight paths and make 
 
          23   them even more complicated and more congested.  And 
 
          24   that's going to alleviate the environmental problem? 
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           1   Actually, it's going to make it worse. 
 
           2             Title 49 US Codes, Subtitle 7, Part B, 
 
           3   Chapter 471, Subchapter 1, Section 47101, policy, in 
 
           4   general it is the policy of the United States that 
 
           5   aviation facilities be constructed and operated to 
 
           6   minimize current and projected noise impact on nearby 
 
           7   communities; second, to give special emphasis to 
 
           8   developing reliever airports.  Well, we've already 
 
           9   heard some of that.  We've got Rockford.  We've got 
 
          10   Kankakee.  We've got Gary.  Let's develop the ones we 
 
          11   have instead of trying to build a new one. 
 
          12             That airport development projects under 
 
          13   this subchapter provide for the protection and 
 
          14   enhancement of natural resources and the quality and 
 
          15   environment of the United States.  That's what we 
 
          16   have to do.  That's what we have to look for.  Let's 
 
          17   worry about what we have and get that working instead 
 
          18   of trying to put up something new. 
 
          19             Lastly, which doesn't make too much sense 
 
          20   to me here, it talks about that the land conservation 
 
          21   he has is the third largest conservation policy in 
 
          22   the United States, and you're going to pave it over. 
 
          23   What sense does that make? 
 
          24             Thank you. 
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           1        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
           2             Jack Darin, following you will be Brian 
 
           3   Birmingham. 
 
           4 
 
           5 
 
           6 
 
           7 
 
           8 
 
           9 
 
          10 
 
          11 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                         Jack Darin 
                                 200 North Michigan 
           2                     Chicago, Illinois 
 
           3             Thank you.  My name is Jack Darin.  I'm the 
 
           4   director of the Sierra Club, Illinois chapter.  Thank 
 
           5   you for having this hearing.  I would also like to 
 
           6   supplement my comments with written comments later 
 
           7   this month. 
 
           8             I'd like to urge you, first of all, to stay 
 
           9   focused on the fact that this is a transportation 
 
          10   question that we're trying to answer here, not an 
 
          11   economic development question.  If the question were 
 
          12   what's the single thing that we can do to try a turn 
 
          13   a largely rural area into a suburban, urban, 
 
          14   congested type of environment, then I would agree a 
 
          15   new airport in this region is probably a pretty good 
 
          16   answer to that question.  But, of course, the 
 
          17   question we're trying to answer is what's the best 
 
          18   way for the state and for the Midwest to move people 
 
          19   and goods around this region and around the country. 
 
          20   And we're counting on you to try to give us an 
 
          21   objective answer and an objective demonstration of 
 
          22   need for this facility, because we don't think, in 
 
          23   our opinion, that that's ever been done before. 
 
          24   Before we spend the billions of dollars that are 



 
                                                                   49 
 
 
 
           1   going to be needed to do this project and bring all 
 
           2   the impacts associated with it to bear on this 
 
           3   region, we need an honest answer to that question. 
 
           4             I'd also urge you, as you look at the 
 
           5   environmental impacts of the airport, to look far 
 
           6   beyond the actual footprint of the facility.  That I 
 
           7   believe is really what the impact on Illinois' 
 
           8   environment is going to be from this project if 
 
           9   indeed it is built.  Induced development that the 
 
          10   airport will inevitably bring is going to have 
 
          11   incredible impacts on our air, our land and our 
 
          12   water.  We have to have those questions answered by 
 
          13   this process to be able to make an informed decision. 
 
          14             In items of our air quality, what are the 
 
          15   impacts going to be?  The vehicle traffic, both 
 
          16   passenger and truck traffic, and the impacts of 
 
          17   turning two-lane rural roads into four and six-lane 
 
          18   congested, arterial roads, both in terms of regional 
 
          19   smog and soot and the air quality, but local impacts 
 
          20   for people that are going to be living near these 
 
          21   roads. 
 
          22             In terms of the land, what can you try to 
 
          23   quantify in terms of acreage and location?  What are 
 
          24   the costs going to be for loss of wetlands and 
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           1   prairies and forests and prime farmland and other 
 
           2   open spaces as this region undergoes an incredible 
 
           3   transformation as a result of this project? 
 
           4             Water resources, we've heard about those 
 
           5   today.  This region is blessed with ample and clean, 
 
           6   for today's purposes, ground water.  The Kankakee 
 
           7   River, we do have the Great Lake to the north.  These 
 
           8   are good resources but finite resources.  Where is 
 
           9   the water going to come for the airport itself and 
 
          10   the development it will bring to this area?  Where is 
 
          11   the waste water discharges going to -- What are those 
 
          12   going to do to the headwater streams into the 
 
          13   Kankakee and the Kankakee itself and the other 
 
          14   service waters to this area? 
 
          15             Please keep in mind that everywhere this 
 
          16   kind of intensive development has gone in the 
 
          17   northeastern Illinois area, we have seen major water 
 
          18   pollution problems that have not yet been solved. 
 
          19   Nutrient pollution, for instance, follows because we 
 
          20   don't have a water quality standard for phosphorus, 
 
          21   for example.  I'd urge you to keep in mind that water 
 
          22   quality standards, waste water from the development 
 
          23   of this airport is not going to be removing nutrients 
 
          24   from waste water.  Currently, we have streams that 
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           1   don't suffer from those problems, and we'd like to 
 
           2   keep it that way. 
 
           3             I see my name is almost up.  Thank you for 
 
           4   your attention, and we will, of course, supplement 
 
           5   written comments. 
 
           6        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
           7             The next speaker will be Brian Birmingham. 
 
           8   And after Brian will be Congressman Jerry Weller. 
 
           9   And then probably after Congressman Weller's 
 
          10   presentation, we will probably take a five-minute 
 
          11   break. 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 



 
                                                                   52 
 
 
 
           1                      Brian Birmingham 
                             23119 Central Park Avenue 
           2                   Richton Park, Illinois 
 
           3             Hi.  My name is Brian Birmingham.  I live 
 
           4   in Richton Park. 
 
           5             I merely wish to quote Senator Peter 
 
           6   Fitzgerald and Congressman Jesse Jackson, Jr. 
 
           7             If the O'Hare expansion goes ahead, there 
 
           8   is no need for an airport in Peotone. 
 
           9             And I hope that the FAA will take that into 
 
          10   consideration in their Tier 2 plan and just let these 
 
          11   people live out their lives and put an end to this. 
 
          12             Thank you. 
 
          13        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          14             The next speaker is Congressman Jerry 
 
          15   Weller, and the first one up after the break will be 
 
          16   Nelson Collins. 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                  Congressman Jerry Weller 
 
           2 
 
           3               Thank you.  I'm Congressman Jerry 
 
           4   Weller.  I want to thank you the FAA for conducting 
 
           5   today's hearing.  I also want it known that I have a 
 
           6   longer statement which I want to submit to the 
 
           7   record, including some correspondence to Governor 
 
           8   Blagojevich, which I'd like to include for the record 
 
           9   but make a shorter statement. 
 
          10             Well, good afternoon.  I want to thank the 
 
          11   FAA as well as those in attendance today for 
 
          12   participating in what is a very, very important 
 
          13   meeting for public input regarding the planned south 
 
          14   suburban third airport. 
 
          15             Today I come before you as a supporter to 
 
          16   increase the aviation capacity of the Chicago region, 
 
          17   both for expansion of Chicago O'Hare Airport and by 
 
          18   the ability to plan the Will County south suburban 
 
          19   airport.  Our region, and Will County in particular, 
 
          20   are experiencing tremendous population growth.  In 
 
          21   fact, Will County will become the second most 
 
          22   populous county in Illinois by 2025. 
 
          23             The proposed airport is needed sooner 
 
          24   rather than later to accommodate the aviation needs 
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           1   of this region.  The Illinois Department of 
 
           2   Transportation forecasts that by 2010, in just seven 
 
           3   years, the regional demand for air travel will 
 
           4   increase by 17.8 million passengers in the Chicago 
 
           5   region.  It's appropriate timing to prepare now and 
 
           6   build this inaugural airport before that surge and 
 
           7   demand comes at the end of this decade. 
 
           8             Today's hearing is important because it 
 
           9   shows the FAA, the Federal Aviation Administration, 
 
          10   for continued progress on this project.  I urge swift 
 
          11   completion of this phase of planning so that locally 
 
          12   led effort to build this airport may continue to move 
 
          13   forward.  Will County, under the leadership of County 
 
          14   executive Joe Mikan, is proactively moving the ball 
 
          15   forward working closely with the FAA and Illinois 
 
          16   Department of Transportation officials to ensure that 
 
          17   this airport is built and built well. 
 
          18             Will County has also requested a sponsoring 
 
          19   role with the State of Illinois.  It is estimated 
 
          20   that in addition to the benefits to aviation 
 
          21   capacity, the planned Will County south suburban 
 
          22   airport will create approximately 250,000 new jobs in 
 
          23   this region, 55,000 of which will be direct 
 
          24   employment by the airport.  These jobs will generate 
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           1   approximately $9 billion in new wages, and an 
 
           2   estimated $4 billion will be spent by visitors to the 
 
           3   south suburbs. 
 
           4             Let me reiterate in summary.  I fully 
 
           5   support the building of the Will County south 
 
           6   suburban third airport locally led by Will County in 
 
           7   partnership with the Federal Aviation Administration, 
 
           8   the Illinois Department of Transportation and all 
 
           9   interested parties. 
 
          10             I want to thank the FAA for holding this 
 
          11   important hearing today and urge you to move forward 
 
          12   expeditiously with the planned development of the 
 
          13   south suburban third airport. 
 
          14             Thank you for the opportunity to present 
 
          15   testimony. 
 
          16        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          17        CONGRESSMAN WELLER:  Thank you. 
 
          18        MR. REWERTS:  We'll take a five-minute break and 
 
          19   come back just shortly after 5:00 o'clock. 
 
          20                       (A short break was had.) 
 
          21        MR. REWERTS:  May I have your attention, please? 
 
          22   We're going to start again. 
 
          23             The next speaker is Nelson Collins.  He 
 
          24   will be followed by Karen Cassin. 
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           1                       Nelson Collins 
                                    1060 Catalpa 
           2                     Beecher, Illinois 
 
           3             Good evening.  I'm Nelson Collins, as you 
 
           4   indicated.  I'm the Washington Township supervisor. 
 
           5             Washington Township is the location of a 
 
           6   portion of this proposed airport.  There are some 
 
           7   concerns that need to be addressed to best benefit 
 
           8   the residents of Washington Township. 
 
           9             Any airport in this location should have 
 
          10   eastern entrance for customers on to the airport's 
 
          11   east side.  It is hoped that runways can be moved 
 
          12   further north to best protect the Washington Township 
 
          13   residents.  Some arrangement needs to be made to 
 
          14   replace the property tax from the land that's been 
 
          15   purchased by the State.  Provision needs to be made 
 
          16   to build the necessary infrastructure to support any 
 
          17   airport in that without the cost or massive 
 
          18   inconvenience to the residents the area.  This will 
 
          19   be especially for the runways.  Arrangements should 
 
          20   be made for the maintenance of the excessive use of 
 
          21   township roads in this area.  And hopefully, the plan 
 
          22   can be revised to have a maximum of four runways. 
 
          23             Thank you. 
 
          24        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
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           1             Next speaker is Karen Cassin, who will be 
 
           2   followed by Anthony Mielcarz. 
 
           3        MS. CASSIN:  For the record, the last name is 
 
           4   Cassin. 
 
           5        MR. REWERTS:  Okay.  Thank you.  Could you spell 
 
           6   that for the -- 
 
           7        MS. CASSIN:  C A S S I N, but it's Cassin, not 
 
           8   Cassin.  The nuns used to do it to me, too. 
 
           9 
 
          10 
 
          11 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                        Karen Cassin 
                                  561 Meadow Lane 
           2                     Beecher, Illinois 
 
           3             For the last several years, I've heard much 
 
           4   talk about the need for the construction of this 
 
           5   south suburban Peotone airport.  I have seen and 
 
           6   listened to many slick presentations from the likes 
 
           7   of Jim Edgar, George Ryan, John Gruling, Skip 
 
           8   Spensly, Bert Docter, Jerry Weller, Jesse Jackson, 
 
           9   Jr., LCOR, Steve Stetler and the IGA, just to name a 
 
          10   few. 
 
          11             As a reasonable and well-educated 
 
          12   individual, I testify that the construction of this 
 
          13   airport is not about need, but purely, simply and 
 
          14   wholly about greed.  Residents living, working and 
 
          15   paying taxes in eastern Will County are told we need 
 
          16   jobs.  LCOR, along with Jesse Jackson, Jr., say that 
 
          17   this airport project will initially create at least 
 
          18   15,000 permanent jobs.  This project has created jobs 
 
          19   for no one in this region.  All the jobs have been 
 
          20   brought in from elsewhere, Springfield, Colorado, 
 
          21   Germany, New York, Washington DC and Canada.  And 
 
          22   this airport project is a cottage industry in and of 
 
          23   itself.  It creates jobs for no one other than its 
 
          24   consultants, planners, politicians and other 
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           1   government agencies.  They are not looking out for 
 
           2   the residents of eastern Will County.  They are 
 
           3   looking out for each other and taking care of 
 
           4   themselves. 
 
           5             This airport has been talked about for the 
 
           6   past 20 years, and nothing ever has really been done 
 
           7   about it, because it doesn't work, it's not needed, 
 
           8   not wanted; and the math, whether privately or 
 
           9   federally funded, just doesn't add up.  Local 
 
          10   politicians have been told that they have to sit at 
 
          11   the table, the IDOT table, if they want to have a 
 
          12   voice in the planning process.  This is learned by 
 
          13   all freshman in their mass communication 101 classes. 
 
          14   These are empty, substantive-less phrases that 
 
          15   salesmen use when they want to flip a customer into a 
 
          16   sale. 
 
          17             Some politicians, and sadly, businessmen 
 
          18   have been flipped.  But the vast majority of the 
 
          19   residents living, working and paying taxes in eastern 
 
          20   Will County have refused to be flipped. 
 
          21             I know that there are concerns out there 
 
          22   that some farmers are selling off their farms to 
 
          23   developers for homes and subdivisions.  Those are 
 
          24   private sales and represent capitalism at its best. 
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           1   It saddens me to see so much of that land disappear, 
 
           2   but I blame that disappearance on the current feeling 
 
           3   that agriculture and farming are no longer righteous 
 
           4   and noble industries.  Keep in mind that not all the 
 
           5   farms are being sold.  There are plenty of five and 
 
           6   six-generation family farms, as well as centennial 
 
           7   farms in this area, too.  Think about that the next 
 
           8   time you need some corn. 
 
           9             And finally, a great tenet of my upbringing 
 
          10   was that the land sets the rules by which people 
 
          11   live.  And I implore the FAA to please do not allow 
 
          12   for the destruction of our land and our lives. 
 
          13             Thank you. 
 
          14        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          15             Anthony Mielcarz. 
 
          16        MR. MIELCARZ:  That's M I E L C A R Z. 
 
          17        MR. REWERTS:  And the next speaker after you will 
 
          18   be Gordon N. Wilson. 
 
          19 
 
          20 
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          23 
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           1                      Anthony Mielcarz 
                                 330 Waldmann Drive 
           2                   Park Forest, Illinois 
 
           3             First, I'd like to compliment the panel for 
 
           4   sitting there and acknowledging everyone and being 
 
           5   kind, kinder than most have been in the past.  And 
 
           6   pro or con, they used to cut people short at the 
 
           7   initial meetings.  I've been to every session.  I 
 
           8   don't even why I'm here because they should have 
 
           9   taken the tapes of all these other sessions and just 
 
          10   played them for you to hear because not much has 
 
          11   really changed. 
 
          12             I have served as an elected official many 
 
          13   years ago.  I've been on many human relations 
 
          14   committee hearings.  Everything was taped. 
 
          15   Unfortunately, nobody listened to the tapes.  Nobody 
 
          16   else paid attention to the tapes.  So is this a dog 
 
          17   and pony show or what, just like every other 
 
          18   government body that I've ever been involved with? 
 
          19   We talk about Will County rapidly expanding.  Got to 
 
          20   put an airport here.  Fine.  The part of Will County 
 
          21   that's agreeably rapidly expanding is over towards 
 
          22   Plainfield.  And I do believe it's Joliet that is the 
 
          23   largest growing city in the State of Illinois, not 
 
          24   the south suburbs. 
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           1             I've lived in the south suburbs for 65 
 
           2   years.  I love the south suburbs.  I like the peace 
 
           3   and quiet of the south suburbs.  That's why I live 
 
           4   here.  That's why so many people go down I-57 to get 
 
           5   down to the quiet area.  Now we want to bring the 
 
           6   noise to us, the noise that most people try to avoid. 
 
           7             I guess by now you've gathered that I'm 
 
           8   kind of anti airport.  So like I said, I appreciate 
 
           9   the fact of you sitting there.  I don't know who's 
 
          10   going to listen to this, if anybody ever does, but 
 
          11   the point is, I mean, we really don't want it, we 
 
          12   don't need it.  There are other facilities available 
 
          13   that have not been expanded.  Lansing is putting in a 
 
          14   north runway.  Kankakee has runways capable of having 
 
          15   any large aircraft right now.  It's not being 
 
          16   utilized.  Rockford is being used by Fed Ex.  I mean, 
 
          17   Gary is losing commercial flights.  So why put 
 
          18   something here? 
 
          19             The initial sound study that I talked to 
 
          20   the gentleman from Puget Sound -- He was the head of 
 
          21   the project -- said he was told to only do a daytime 
 
          22   study for noise, because everybody knows at 
 
          23   nighttime, sounds double.  But his instructions are 
 
          24   you do a day study.  No building, no school, no 
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           1   hospital around here is soundproof, nor was there any 
 
           2   provisions initially made in the beginning to put 
 
           3   soundproofing into anything.  After you look at the 
 
           4   original flight patterns that were first proposed by 
 
           5   the State, the outlawed flights would take them past 
 
           6   two high schools and over one hospital and also over 
 
           7   the roof of my house.  And I really don't 
 
           8   particularly care to see an airplane part fall off 
 
           9   like I have around O'Hare. 
 
          10             So like I said, I know you've heard this 
 
          11   before, and I appreciate you sitting there calmly, 
 
          12   but leave this God's country.  It belongs to the 
 
          13   people.  We don't need it destroyed. 
 
          14             Thank you. 
 
          15        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          16             The next speaker is Gordon Wilson. 
 
          17   Following Mr. Wilson will be Kevin McNulty. 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                      Gordon N. Wilson 
                                 925 Hodges Street 
           2                     Beecher, Illinois 
 
           3             Ladies and gentlemen, this so-called 
 
           4   Peotone airport as planned is a bad idea.  First and 
 
           5   most importantly, it is not needed.  It has been 
 
           6   promoted by many different individuals and groups for 
 
           7   many years for the wrong reasons.  Also, the location 
 
           8   is wrong. 
 
           9             Speaking about need, major airline business 
 
          10   has been in trouble for 30 years.  Giants like TWA, 
 
          11   Eastern and Pan American have failed.  This weakness 
 
          12   has been exacerbated even further by the soft economy 
 
          13   and the impact of 911.  The majors of today are in 
 
          14   trouble.  Start-up, low-cost airlines have come and 
 
          15   gone.  Only two, Southwest and ATA, seem to survive 
 
          16   at the present time.  None of the carriers have 
 
          17   expressed an urgent, near or long-term need for 
 
          18   additional landing and terminal facilities.  In fact, 
 
          19   they have repeatedly stated that they do not need, 
 
          20   want and will not use the Peotone site if built. 
 
          21             The major carriers are now beginning to 
 
          22   address their fiscal responsibilities by using larger 
 
          23   airliners which produce more sea miles with fewer 
 
          24   aircraft, thus reducing the need for more runways and 
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           1   gates and also preserving airway capacity. 
 
           2             Wrong reasons:  Rather than responding to a 
 
           3   generally agreed upon need for additional 
 
           4   transportation capacity, the promoters have almost 
 
           5   exclusively cited jobs and economic growth as their 
 
           6   main reason for building the airport.  They've 
 
           7   centered on the ancillary result of the need as their 
 
           8   primary reason for the product.  In other words, 
 
           9   they've put the cart before the horse. 
 
          10             The promoters of Mid-America Airport in 
 
          11   Illinois near St. Louis made the same mistake.  Then, 
 
          12   as now, the airlines stated they would not use the 
 
          13   facility.  The advocates assured the opposition that 
 
          14   if built, the airlines would change their minds and 
 
          15   use the airport.  Today it stands virtually deserted. 
 
          16             Location:  If, in fact, an additional 
 
          17   Chicago airport should become necessary in the 
 
          18   future, another location should be chosen.  If built 
 
          19   at the current location, this airport would have a 
 
          20   significant negative effect on the area.  Several 
 
          21   thousand acres of the Peotone location are actively 
 
          22   farmed.  Ultimately, 3,000-plus people, their 
 
          23   residences and businesses, many built or established 
 
          24   within the last five years, would be displaced.  65 
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           1   light aircraft tenants at Sanger Airport located in 
 
           2   the very center of the Peotone site would be forced 
 
           3   to relocate.  They would experience a 200 to 
 
           4   400 percent increase in monthly hangar rent, 
 
           5   increased fuel costs, and for many, significantly 
 
           6   increased travel time to use their aircraft. 
 
           7             The terrain is rolling, and the 
 
           8   construction of runways would require the moving of 
 
           9   hundreds of thousands of yards of soil.  Just a few 
 
          10   miles west of this proposed location lies the 
 
          11   decommissioned Joliet arsenal, thousands of acres of 
 
          12   uninhabited, flat land bordered by two major 
 
          13   expressways. 
 
          14             There are currently several coalitions, 
 
          15   South Suburban Airport Coalition, Will County 
 
          16   Coalition, South Suburban Mayors and Managers 
 
          17   Association and the Kankakee River Valley Airport 
 
          18   Authority, to name a few, all striving to do the same 
 
          19   thing in the same place but in a different way.  The 
 
          20   Greater Rockford Coalition has called for an end to 
 
          21   the Peotone airport. 
 
          22        MR. REWERTS:  Excuse me.  Are you about finished? 
 
          23        MR. WILSON:  Halfway. 
 
          24        MR. REWERTS:  You can either submit it in writing 
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           1   or come back at the end.  Your time is up. 
 
           2        MR. WILSON:  Okay.  I'll come back if you wish. 
 
           3        MR. REWERTS:  We've got about seven more cards 
 
           4   here. 
 
           5        MS. JOHNSON:  You're welcome to come back. 
 
           6        MR. REWERTS:  Kevin McNulty, followed by Richard 
 
           7   Acker. 
 
           8 
 
           9 
 
          10 
 
          11 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                       Kevin McNulty 
                                  1154 Ridge Road 
           2                     Homewood, Illinois 
 
           3             Good evening.  I'm Kevin McNulty.  I'm the 
 
           4   president and CEO of the Chicago Southland Chamber of 
 
           5   Commerce.  Thank you for giving all of us the 
 
           6   opportunity to speak to you this evening. 
 
           7             My organization's mission is economic 
 
           8   development of the southland region.  We have members 
 
           9   in 86 communities in the south region.  We also have 
 
          10   business members throughout 14 communities in Indiana 
 
          11   and 20 communities throughout the rest of the Chicago 
 
          12   area. 
 
          13             We support the development of the third 
 
          14   airport in the southland primarily as an economic 
 
          15   driver for our region.  30 years ago, between then 
 
          16   and now, our region lost 250,000 jobs due to the 
 
          17   change and shift and the effect of the (Inaudible) 
 
          18   and the global economy impact.  Our indication and 
 
          19   most experts will tell you every manufacturing job 
 
          20   that goes, three service secular jobs leave as well. 
 
          21   That's kind of the situation that we're facing now. 
 
          22   So we see it as a driver and we support it. 
 
          23             Secondly, our data indicates that the 
 
          24   capacity is there long-term.  Since it's a big 
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           1   project, it needs to be long, and I think it's there. 
 
           2             Finally, this morning I had business from 
 
           3   some larger businesses from China who came to our 
 
           4   office to talk about coming into the southland and 
 
           5   build manufacturing plants and put people to work in 
 
           6   the region.  One of the third questions -- They're 
 
           7   not importers.  They're looking to sell in the 
 
           8   market.  One of the third questions in mind was talk 
 
           9   to us about the airport. 
 
          10             So we see it as a main driver.  We support 
 
          11   the efforts.  We also, as business people who live in 
 
          12   the region, encourage you to do all the due diligence 
 
          13   that's necessary, environmental and everything else. 
 
          14   We think it's an economic driver for our region. 
 
          15             Thank you. 
 
          16        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          17             Richard Acker, followed by Aina Greene. 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
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           1                       Richard Acker 
                            25 East Washington Boulevard 
           2                     Chicago, Illinois 
 
           3             Good afternoon.  My name is Richard Acker, 
 
           4   and I work with Openlands Project, which is a 
 
           5   40-year-old conservation and environmental 
 
           6   organization based in Chicago.  We appreciate the 
 
           7   opportunity to testify today, and we will supplement 
 
           8   this later with written comments. 
 
           9             I want to make four very quick points.  The 
 
          10   first two are procedural.  The second two are 
 
          11   substantive. 
 
          12             The first point I wish to make is about the 
 
          13   statement of purpose in the Tier 2 Environmental 
 
          14   Impact Statement.  The statement of purpose as 
 
          15   presented in the scoping document confuses the end 
 
          16   with the means.  That statement says -- And I'm 
 
          17   paraphrasing -- that the purpose is to provide 
 
          18   supplemental facilities to meet aviation demands 
 
          19   within the south suburban area.  A correct statement 
 
          20   of purpose would say that the purpose is to meet the 
 
          21   region's aviation needs.  And if we had the correct 
 
          22   statement of purpose, then we would see that one 
 
          23   possible means to achieve that end would be 
 
          24   supplemental facilities to meet aviation demands 
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           1   within the south suburban region.  But there would be 
 
           2   other possible means to achieve that end as well. 
 
           3             But having such a narrowly written 
 
           4   statement of purpose, which limits it to only those 
 
           5   solutions which provide supplemental facilities in 
 
           6   the south suburban area, this erects artificial 
 
           7   barriers that could prevent other alternatives from 
 
           8   competing in the Tier 2 Environmental Impact 
 
           9   Statement. 
 
          10             That leads me to my second procedural 
 
          11   point, which is the need to consider all reasonable 
 
          12   alternatives.  NEPA requires an EIS to rigorously 
 
          13   explore and objectively evaluate all reasonable 
 
          14   alternatives.  The Tier 1 EIS failed to do that. 
 
          15   There is one very reasonable and obvious alternative, 
 
          16   and that is to consider an alternative that combines 
 
          17   the proposed expansion of O'Hare Airport, the 
 
          18   proposed expansion of Gary Chicago Airport, the 
 
          19   improved facilities at Midway, the expected 
 
          20   availability of high-speed rail, and the planned 
 
          21   improvements in technology and aerospace management, 
 
          22   and any other reasonably available transportation 
 
          23   improvements. 
 
          24             To consider these together as a unit rather 
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           1   than looking at them individually, and because each 
 
           2   individually does not meet the region's aviation 
 
           3   needs, to reject them individually and not consider 
 
           4   their collective impact. 
 
           5             My third point is substantive, and that is 
 
           6   grave concerns over the environmental impacts of the 
 
           7   proposed inaugural airport, which will include the 
 
           8   destruction of significant wetlands, the paving over 
 
           9   and relocation of more than a mile of Black Walnut 
 
          10   Creek, an increase in groundwater withdrawals of over 
 
          11   1.6 million water gallons per day, an increase in 
 
          12   sewage of almost 1.4 gallons per day, more than 10 
 
          13   tons of increased air pollution each year due to the 
 
          14   nearly 1.1 million miles of extra driving each day, 
 
          15   and more than 15 million pounds of garbage each year, 
 
          16   as well as the destruction of two award winning 
 
          17   family farms, one of which houses the state's third 
 
          18   largest reforestation project, the Rudis farm. 
 
          19             And that brings me to my final point, which 
 
          20   is that even more alarming that than the expected 
 
          21   effects of the proposed inaugural airport are the 
 
          22   likely effects of the final proposed airport which is 
 
          23   expected to draw over 400,000 people into the region 
 
          24   which could destroy over 240 square miles of open 
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           1   space and farmland, lead to the relocation of more 
 
           2   than seven miles of Black Walnut Creek, destroy over 
 
           3   180 acres of wetlands, fill over 1,200 acres of flood 
 
           4   plain, require an additional 15 million gallons of 
 
           5   water a day to be supplied, lead to over 41 million 
 
           6   gallons a day of extra sewage, 120 million pounds of 
 
           7   solid waste, not including hazardous and industrial 
 
           8   waste, 4.8 million miles of extra driving each day, 
 
           9   which is enough to make ten round trips to the moon 
 
          10   every day, which would also lead to over 88 million 
 
          11   pounds of carbon monoxide, tens of millions of pounds 
 
          12   of nitrogen oxides and other pollutants. 
 
          13              And I see my time is up, so I will 
 
          14   supplement that with written comments. 
 
          15             Thank you. 
 
          16        MR. REWERTS:  Ms. Greene will be followed by 
 
          17   Sherri Michaels. 
 
          18 
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           1                        Aina Greene 
                                14801 East Riverside 
           2                  South Holland, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Aina Greene.  I own a residence 
 
           4   in South Holland. 
 
           5             And the environmental issues have been so 
 
           6   very well outlined and expressed today that I don't 
 
           7   feel I can supplement them in too many ways. 
 
           8             I would just like to make a few comments 
 
           9   about Congressman Weller's observations toward the 
 
          10   future.  He said one comment, Will County is the 
 
          11   fastest growing county in Illinois.  Now, why are 
 
          12   people moving to Will County?  Perhaps it's for an 
 
          13   improved quality of life.  This proposed airport is 
 
          14   not going to improve the quality of life that people 
 
          15   are looking for.  They're trying to get away from 
 
          16   something. 
 
          17             The outline that he proposed to expand 
 
          18   O'Hare, Midway, the Gary Airport, I'm all for that, 
 
          19   but the additional airport -- Is this going to solve 
 
          20   the transportation problems of the future? 
 
          21   Supposedly we are going to have a very tremendous 
 
          22   population explosion.  I'm questioning that myself. 
 
          23   I hear some very depressing statistics about AIDS so 
 
          24   far. 
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           1             But what do we really visualize for the 
 
           2   future?  Do we see rush hour in the skies with this 
 
           3   terrible pollution from the airplanes, or do we see 
 
           4   some creative solutions like high-speed rail travel? 
 
           5   It's really time that we thought about the quality of 
 
           6   our life. 
 
           7             And, you know, as far as paving over some 
 
           8   15,000 acres of our very best farmland, what is that 
 
           9   going to do global warming?  You know, you don't have 
 
          10   to be an environmental expert to see what asphalt and 
 
          11   concrete structures do as far as heat retention.  And 
 
          12   I understand global warming is a very important issue 
 
          13   for the future. 
 
          14             Thank you. 
 
          15        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          16             The next speaker is Sherri Michaels, who 
 
          17   will be followed by Jim Verduin. 
 
          18 
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           1                      Sherri Michaels 
                                800 East Kohler Road 
           2                    Wilmington, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Sherri Michaels.  I live in 
 
           4   Wilmington, Illinois.  I formerly lived in Richton 
 
           5   Park. 
 
           6             I have a daughter, Linda, who will soon be 
 
           7   30.  Linda has cerebral palsy and epilepsy.  At times 
 
           8   she has six seizures a day.  I take care of my 
 
           9   daughter between 18 and 24 hours a day.  When I'm 
 
          10   sick and ask for respite care, I'm told the State 
 
          11   cannot afford it.  I ask about a group home for my 
 
          12   daughter.  They say the State cannot afford it.  If 
 
          13   something happens to me, she'll live with her father 
 
          14   in Richton Park.  And when he dies, the State will 
 
          15   worry about her.  And when she dies, sadly, the State 
 
          16   will throw her in Potters Field like she's something 
 
          17   they just picked up off the street. 
 
          18             The State is broke, and they claim they 
 
          19   have no money to help people like my daughter, Linda. 
 
          20   The Bush administration cuts funding for our 
 
          21   programs, which Congressman Weller always has no 
 
          22   trouble in supporting.  Cut.  Cut.  Cut.  Cut.  The 
 
          23   State and the federal government said they have no 
 
          24   money for people like her but have money to waste on 
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           1   this stupid airport.  Put the money where it's 
 
           2   needed. 
 
           3        MR. REWERTS:  Say your name and spell it for 
 
           4   the -- 
 
           5        MR. VERDUIN:  My name is Jim Verduin, V, as in 
 
           6   Victor, E R D U I N. 
 
           7        MR. REWERTS:  You'll be followed by Bill Wendt. 
 
           8 
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           1                        Jim Verduin 
                               1851 West Church Road 
           2                     Beecher, Illinois 
 
           3             First, I just want to thank you for the 
 
           4   privilege to speak today and allow me to voice my 
 
           5   concern.  I have a strong opposition to this airport, 
 
           6   but I think I would be doing a disservice to everyone 
 
           7   sitting here if I didn't first say how an opportunity 
 
           8   like this, how proud I am today to be an American, 
 
           9   that I have the privilege and have been given that 
 
          10   right to stand here and talk to a government agency. 
 
          11   I just want to thank you for that.  This is an 
 
          12   awesome privilege that we all have. 
 
          13             I think we'd all agree that the 
 
          14   environmental impact study that you've been asked to 
 
          15   do will not show one single benefit to the 
 
          16   environment or the health of the residents in the 
 
          17   impacted regions, but rather just determine how bad 
 
          18   or how large destruction of the area will be.  Can 
 
          19   the irreversible damage to be done be at an 
 
          20   acceptable level, or will you have to determine the 
 
          21   cost of this environmental disaster is just too great 
 
          22   and one you can no longer afford to do? 
 
          23              One question I have to ask, and it sounds 
 
          24   like a lot of other people are asking today, too, is 
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           1   where is the water going to come from.  We understand 
 
           2   that Lake Michigan water is not available to 
 
           3   communities this far south.  There is also going to 
 
           4   be issues with them getting the rights from the 
 
           5   states who border Lake Michigan. 
 
           6             The ground water of our aquifer right now 
 
           7   are under stress already.  The well usage is already 
 
           8   undermining the region's aquifer.  Not to mention my 
 
           9   concern is for the potential runoff:  The fuel, the 
 
          10   de-icing chemicals, the oil solvents, all the things 
 
          11   that would pollute the existing wells of the 
 
          12   residents, myself included. 
 
          13             Over 180 acres of wetland and seven miles 
 
          14   of streams would be paved over.  This is natural 
 
          15   habitat for our wildlife and drainage for our homes, 
 
          16   our farms and our businesses.  Proponents for this 
 
          17   airport continue to tell us not to worry about our 
 
          18   future flooding problems, but no one has shown us on 
 
          19   paper just how they plan to solve it. 
 
          20             As for our wildlife being constantly pushed 
 
          21   out of available natural habitat, how long can they 
 
          22   survive if we as a nation continue this urban sprawl? 
 
          23   How do we expect them to survive?  It's been 
 
          24   mentioned many times today that for the past 17 years 
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           1   that the Illinois Department of Natural Resources has 
 
           2   been funding a solution to this problem, along with 
 
           3   grants from the US Department of Agriculture and 
 
           4   private citizen, Anthony Rudis.  They've created the 
 
           5   third licensed reforestation project in the State of 
 
           6   Illinois, over 600 acres of heavy forest unique to be 
 
           7   this area and icon to the State of Illinois.  This, 
 
           8   too, would be sacrificed with the terminal built in 
 
           9   its place. 
 
          10             Can we justify destroying in a few weeks 
 
          11   what took years to build?  Can we destroy more than 
 
          12   1,200 acres of flood plain?  Can we pave over 15,600 
 
          13   acres of farmland?  Can we accept the millions of 
 
          14   pounds of new air and water pollution that would be 
 
          15   dumped on the surrounding communities?  I can't, and 
 
          16   I hope that you can't either. 
 
          17             As I said before, the truth is -- And I 
 
          18   pity you.  I think, as an agency, you have a huge 
 
          19   task ahead of you, but I think it's going to come 
 
          20   down to two questions.  Can we live with all the 
 
          21   negatives to this project, all the pollution and the 
 
          22   urban sprawl and all the negatives that this is going 
 
          23   to provide?  Or is it just too much for the 
 
          24   environmental disaster to accept?  I just hope that 
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           1   you'll do the right thing. 
 
           2             Thank you. 
 
           3        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
           4             The next speaker is Mr. Wendt, followed by 
 
           5   David Lindberg. 
 
           6 
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           1                       William Wendt 
                                    1643 Hubbard 
           2                     Chicago, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is William Wendt, W E N D T, near 
 
           4   west side of Chicago.  I'd like to read excerpts of a 
 
           5   letter I had in the paper about a modest proposal for 
 
           6   airport sanity. 
 
           7             Do we now or did we ever need a six runway 
 
           8   O'Hare or a 23,000 acre Peotone while downtown 
 
           9   doorstep Meigs is woefully underutilized?  Can 
 
          10   legitimate travel needs be met at considerably less 
 
          11   economic and environmental cost? 
 
          12             If, and that is if, the southern suburbs 
 
          13   with a population greater than Cleveland really need 
 
          14   their own airport, how about a Midway size operation 
 
          15   one mile by one mile, 640 acres?  This would not 
 
          16   devastate the entire area.  Midway has service to 
 
          17   just about everywhere in North America, can handle a 
 
          18   757 with a range of 4,300 miles.  Nearby, little-used 
 
          19   Gary can handle jumbos at whatever cost to civic ego. 
 
          20   And O'Hare is not that far, 50 miles or so, for 
 
          21   anyone schlepping off to Melbourne or Capetown. 
 
          22             The rationale for a six east-west runway 
 
          23   O'Hare was maximum hub-and-spoke capacity, the plane 
 
          24   changing capital of the world.  Some 40 percent of 
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           1   O'Hare passengers, however, travel 400 miles or less. 
 
           2   The Tribune Camp O'Hare series of late 2000 featured 
 
           3   a family traveling from Grand Rapids, Michigan to 
 
           4   Fort Wayne, Indiana, changing planes at O'Hare for 
 
           5   some unfathomable reason, and getting stuck in a 
 
           6   snowstorm for ten hours, before finally getting home 
 
           7   on a bus. 
 
           8             Over the last two years, hub-and-spoke has 
 
           9   pretty well collapsed.  It is very expensive to 
 
          10   operate, especially on short turnarounds, and 
 
          11   point-to-point travel times are often little better 
 
          12   than Depression era streamlined trains.  Obviously, 
 
          13   it needs twice as much airport capacity as 
 
          14   point-to-point or more. 
 
          15             Two pairs of the proposed six runways are 
 
          16   only 1,200 apart, not the 4,300 required for 
 
          17   simultaneous operation in bad weather.  Each 
 
          18   puddle-jumper requires the same airport capacity as a 
 
          19   747.  If short haul traffic has to go by air, it can 
 
          20   go something into the size of Meigs, which is 90 
 
          21   acres. 
 
          22             If we really need extensive short haul air 
 
          23   travel, a new runway, improved instrument landing 
 
          24   systems and a resurrected Lockheed Electra could put 
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           1   Meigs into it big time.  See the May 2003 air power 
 
           2   on the Electra, a 1950s turboprop designed with C-130 
 
           3   Hercules technology to be profitable on stages 100 to 
 
           4   3,000 miles and use small airports.  It flies as 400 
 
           5   miles an hour and is quiet.  Quickly overshadowed by 
 
           6   jets four decades ago, perhaps it was just ahead of 
 
           7   its time.  It gives away little to 500 miles an hour 
 
           8   jets on short hops, much less using small, close-in 
 
           9   airports.  The Navy P-3 Orion patrol plane, in 
 
          10   production for 40 years, is merely an adapted 
 
          11   Electra. 
 
          12             High speed ground transportation would be 
 
          13   nice, but going back 30 years or so would still be a 
 
          14   big improvement today.  In the mid 1960s, the 
 
          15   Pennsylvania Railroad scheduled five trains a day, 
 
          16   Chicago to Fort Wayne, 148 miles, morning, afternoon 
 
          17   and evening departures, even the milk run taking 
 
          18   considerably less than three hours.  Today, Greyhound 
 
          19   runs Chicago to Indiana expresses in barely three 
 
          20   hours, downtown to downtown, when it takes two hours 
 
          21   to check in at an airport. 
 
          22             To really improve ground transportation, 
 
          23   there is a monorail technology whose structure is an 
 
          24   overhead steel beam and whose vehicle is both 
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           1   propelled and suspended by a linear induction motor. 
 
           2   Its footprint being only columns every 80 feet or so, 
 
           3   it does not need another swath through city or 
 
           4   countryside or create conflicts with existing road 
 
           5   and rail traffic.  NASA is investigating the same 
 
           6   technology to launch satellites. 
 
           7             As far as development is concerned, it was 
 
           8   recently explained to me that a Type 1 city is where 
 
           9   you have a business center in the middle of the area; 
 
          10   a Type 2 is a semicircle along a coastline with a 
 
          11   business center in the center of the semicircle.  And 
 
          12   eventually, the Type 2 business center moves west. 
 
          13   Now, that didn't happen in Chicago, so it's been 
 
          14   explained to me, for two reasons. 
 
          15             One is the business lives on the north 
 
          16   shore, and they want to develop that area.  And 
 
          17   DuPage, where the center would move, has been 
 
          18   traditionally anti-development.  So all this stuff 
 
          19   about O'Hare being the engine of development I think 
 
          20   is just a very sleight-of-hand manipulation.  It's a 
 
          21   very gross misimpression.  You know, they're 
 
          22   complaining about all the -- Those people up there 
 
          23   are complaining about all the development over there 
 
          24   and they want to push it off on this area.  I mean, 
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           1   how about all the pollution and cancer and everything 
 
           2   from the airport?  And they say hey, it's going to be 
 
           3   a blessing to this area?  I think there are other 
 
           4   alternatives other than a monster airport. 
 
           5        MR. REWERTS:  Your time is up.  Are you about 
 
           6   done? 
 
           7 
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           1                       David Lindberg 
                               3428 Springwheat Lane 
           2                     Rockford, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is David Lindberg.  I'm the 
 
           4   president of the Greater Rockford Transportation 
 
           5   Coalition.  And I'd like to thank you for giving us 
 
           6   this opportunity this evening. 
 
           7             Over 40 years ago, the father of Chicago's 
 
           8   present mayor recognized the overcrowding problem at 
 
           9   O'Hare and started to explore remedies.  Four decades 
 
          10   later, this regional transportation problem remains 
 
          11   unresolved.  Your office is now involved in examining 
 
          12   a proposed solution, the Peotone airport, but Peotone 
 
          13   is a solution driven by political and economic 
 
          14   interests, not regional transportation needs. 
 
          15             Viable regional transportation should be 
 
          16   the top measure of effectiveness for any proposal.  A 
 
          17   second measure should be fiscal responsibility by 
 
          18   both the federal and state governments.  We oppose 
 
          19   further development of Peotone for the following 
 
          20   reasons:  The original proposal was made prior to 911 
 
          21   when the economy and the airline industry were 
 
          22   enjoying prosperous times.  Since 911, the economy 
 
          23   has suffered through a prolonged recession, and the 
 
          24   airline industry has been devastated. 
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           1             Even during the prosperous pre-911 economy, 
 
           2   the airlines indicated they were not interested in 
 
           3   serving Peotone if it were built.  In today's climate 
 
           4   of limited expansion by airlines, it is now more 
 
           5   doubtful than ever that any airline would commit to a 
 
           6   new facility. 
 
           7             Second, in today's continued soft economy, 
 
           8   local and state governments are struggling with 
 
           9   larger deficits.  The cost of O'Hare expansion was 
 
          10   estimated to be in billions of dollars.  To move 
 
          11   forward in developing another expensive airport of 
 
          12   questionable value on top of O'Hare expansion would 
 
          13   be completely fiscally irresponsible. 
 
          14             Third, the Chicago region already has three 
 
          15   airports capable of handling increased capacity:  The 
 
          16   Northwest Chicagoland Regional Airport of Rockford, 
 
          17   General Mitchell Field in Milwaukee, and the Chicago 
 
          18   Gary Regional Airport.  These facilities are already 
 
          19   built and operating and can absorb additional 
 
          20   capacity now without further taxpayer expenses.  The 
 
          21   facilities at Rockford have adequate runway 
 
          22   facilities to handle any type of aircraft operated 
 
          23   today. 
 
          24             Now, if I can get the second page turned, 
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           1   the environmental cost of the Peotone airport is 
 
           2   significant and includes noise, infrastructure 
 
           3   impacts on land use, destruction of over 1,000 
 
           4   single-family homes, destruction of 95 working farms, 
 
           5   relocation of a civil war cemetery, water quality on 
 
           6   the Kankakee River water shed; and in addition, 
 
           7   15,600 acres of prime farmland would be destroyed, 
 
           8   and hundreds of thousands of additional farm acres 
 
           9   would be destroyed as a result of the sprawl. 
 
          10             Perhaps our region could endure these 
 
          11   significant environmental costs.  Perhaps we could 
 
          12   even bear the fiscal costs, but to bear these 
 
          13   significant costs to build a facility that is not 
 
          14   needed and to duplicate existing airport capacity 
 
          15   which we already possess makes no sense at all. 
 
          16             With this, we recommend the following: 
 
          17   Immediately cease further development and spending 
 
          18   for the facility in Peotone.  Use existing regional 
 
          19   facilities, such as Rockford, Milwaukee and Gary, and 
 
          20   encourage them to grow to their full potential.  And 
 
          21   finally, divert a portion of the funds earmarked for 
 
          22   the development of Peotone to the study of connecting 
 
          23   the five existing Chicago regional airports with a 
 
          24   rail network allowing the effective and efficient 
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           1   movement of travelers and residents in the region. 
 
           2             Studies have consistently shown that rail 
 
           3   is the most economic way to move large number of 
 
           4   people on routes of less than 200 miles. 
 
           5             Thank you very much for your time. 
 
           6        MR. MARK:  Did you say Bob Mark? 
 
           7        MR. REWERTS:  No, not yet. 
 
           8             The next speaker will be Maureen 
 
           9   Ochsenfeld.  Then following will be Bob Mark. 
 
          10 
 
          11 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                     Maureen Ochsenfeld 
                            28020 South Crawford Avenue 
           2                      Monee, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Maureen Ochsenfeld, O C H S E N 
 
           4   F E L D. 
 
           5             The FAA should require IDOT to rewrite and 
 
           6   resubmit the entire environmental assessment 
 
           7   pertaining to a one runway airport they are not 
 
           8   requesting approval to build.  The prior 
 
           9   environmental assessment and the FAA's EIS was based 
 
          10   on a six runway airport.  The resulting impact, 
 
          11   especially concerning economic development, would be 
 
          12   very different for a one runway airport. 
 
          13             Also, there are no alternatives listed for 
 
          14   economic development.  And most importantly, 
 
          15   expansion of O'Hare Airport is not mentioned as an 
 
          16   alternative to meet the region's air travel needs, an 
 
          17   alternative that is now destined to become a reality 
 
          18   as the State of Illinois has legislated approval for 
 
          19   it, there is funding available for it, and the 
 
          20   airlines have said they will use it, unlike the 
 
          21   Peotone airport which they are opposed to. 
 
          22             At a time of extreme uncertainty in the 
 
          23   aviation industry where a terrorist action of any 
 
          24   kind could severely cripple the entire industry, it 
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           1   is extremely irresponsible to build a new airport 
 
           2   especially in lieu of expanding capacity at O'Hare 
 
           3   Airport and Chicago Gary Airport and the untapped 
 
           4   potential of Rockford Airport. 
 
           5             It is absolutely immoral to pave over 
 
           6   24,000 acres of land, of which almost 16,000 acres is 
 
           7   prime farmland, some of the best farmland in our 
 
           8   country, for an airport that is not needed and will 
 
           9   not be used.  An unused airport will devastate the 
 
          10   area's economic development.  It will wipe out the 
 
          11   agriculture that now exists for unused concrete 
 
          12   pavement. 
 
          13             Illinois has already built an airport like 
 
          14   this, Mid-America in Mascoutah, Illinois.  This 
 
          15   farmland is an irreplaceable resource.  It will be 
 
          16   lost to us forever.  Of course, IDOT has stated that 
 
          17   there will be farming done between the runways.  Any 
 
          18   crops raised between runways that are used would be 
 
          19   so contaminated with toxins, they would be unfit for 
 
          20   consumption by humans and/or animals.  To suggest 
 
          21   otherwise is immoral. 
 
          22             The proposed Peotone airport would destroy 
 
          23   more than 1,200 acres of flood plains, 180 acres of 
 
          24   wetlands and seven miles of streams.  It will be in 
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           1   the flight path of the sandhill cranes that migrate 
 
           2   directly through the airport footprint every spring 
 
           3   and fall.  How will they be prevented from being 
 
           4   sucked into the jet's engine?  I hope to see this 
 
           5   addressed. 
 
           6             There is massive opposition to this 
 
           7   proposed airport by the people of Illinois.  There is 
 
           8   no regional consensus.  The airlines are opposed to 
 
           9   it and have said they will not use it.  Believe them. 
 
          10   Reputable environmental groups are opposed to it. 
 
          11   The acclaim and projections given by IDOT are invalid 
 
          12   and not based in reality. 
 
          13             To rubber stamp approval for this 
 
          14   outlandish and politically motivated project would be 
 
          15   a costly mistake, not only monetarily, but 
 
          16   environmentally.  To destroy our most precious and 
 
          17   irreplaceable resources based on erroneous facts and 
 
          18   highly questionable speculation and political 
 
          19   maneuvering provide a bleak outlook for our future 
 
          20   generations.  The only responsible and moral thing to 
 
          21   do is to shut this airport nightmare down now. 
 
          22        MR. REWERTS:  Next is Bob Mark, followed by Bob 
 
          23   Graves. 
 
          24 
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           1                        Robert Mark 
                                2809 Central Street 
           2                     Evanston, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Dr. Robert Mark.  I've been here 
 
           4   about 45 minutes, and I'm quite impressed by the 
 
           5   concerns that people have mentioned, and I will be 
 
           6   reiterating many of them. 
 
           7             I'm speaking on behalf of the five state 
 
           8   holders, namely homeowners, business people, 
 
           9   government representatives, conservationists and 
 
          10   sports people, in the four communities, Village of 
 
          11   Monee, Peotone, University Park and Governors State 
 
          12   University, that surround the entranceway to the 
 
          13   proposed south suburban airport. 
 
          14             These communities exist on the southern and 
 
          15   eastern down breeze of the proposed airport.  I 
 
          16   facilitate their work in the Green Communities 
 
          17   Project, funded by the Illinois Environmental 
 
          18   Protection Agency, to provide a vision and a plan for 
 
          19   green space in these thriving communities.  The group 
 
          20   has worked with IDOT, NIPSE and other planners 
 
          21   working on this proposed airport, as well as 
 
          22   significant amounts of data, existing plans and other 
 
          23   materials, to generate two Green Communities plans. 
 
          24   One that they could support if there is no airport 
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           1   built, and another if there is one built. 
 
           2             The preparation of these plans has resulted 
 
           3   in a set of comments and questions to you.  I want to 
 
           4   jump to something that isn't directly green space but 
 
           5   is imperative to the communities and green space. 
 
           6   And that is the issue of water and water quality. 
 
           7   You've heard a lot about that.  This is a marriage 
 
           8   concern of the state holders.  They have questions 
 
           9   that they believe will require your investigation and 
 
          10   response. 
 
          11             These questions are how much water will the 
 
          12   ongoing operation of the south suburban airport use 
 
          13   per day, Phase 1, 2, et cetera; what will be the 
 
          14   source of this water, both during construction and 
 
          15   during the ongoing operations; how will water be 
 
          16   returned to its source in the identical condition it 
 
          17   was taken; how will the water used for ongoing 
 
          18   operations be treated to remove pollutants before it 
 
          19   is returned; what measures will be instituted to 
 
          20   handle storm water runoff, and will they in some way 
 
          21   be set up to aquifer recharge. 
 
          22             The Green Communities state holders are 
 
          23   concerned about these questions with regard to water 
 
          24   and water quality because of their dependency on the 
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           1   aquifer beneath the proposed site for the airport. 
 
           2   They strongly, and I, believe responsibly recommend 
 
           3   that the FAA and associated agencies responsibly 
 
           4   establish guarantees regarding water for the area, 
 
           5   for the community, with regard to source, quantity, 
 
           6   quality, return, treatment to remove pollutants, 
 
           7   aquifer recharge, and that these guarantees be in 
 
           8   place and legally binding prior to the start of any 
 
           9   construction if there is to be a first phase the 
 
          10   airport. 
 
          11             We make this request because it is our 
 
          12   understanding that the proposed footprint of the 
 
          13   south suburban airport is over the only source of 
 
          14   water to these four communities, a deep aquifer that 
 
          15   has been identified by scientists as both fragile and 
 
          16   difficult to replenish.  It is also understood by our 
 
          17   group that more water would not be forthcoming from 
 
          18   either the Great Lakes Water Commission or the 
 
          19   Kankakee Water Commission in the event that this 
 
          20   aquifer is compromised in some manner. 
 
          21             With regard to the green space, it is our 
 
          22   understanding that the initial concept for the 
 
          23   airport allowed for this green space within the 
 
          24   footprint of the airport and with funding or funding 
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           1   assistance from the State.  Our current understanding 
 
           2   from IDOT planners is that since 911, security 
 
           3   requires a completely fenced area around the 
 
           4   perimeter of the airport footprint.  This would make 
 
           5   potential and current green space within the 
 
           6   footprint not accessible to the public.  Therefore, 
 
           7   should the airport go forward?  The Green Communities 
 
           8   state holders recommend that a green space area in 
 
           9   the one-mile buffer zone around the perimeter of the 
 
          10   airport outside the footprint be included as an 
 
          11   integral part of the environment contingencies of the 
 
          12   airport's development and financing.  This would be 
 
          13   appropriate given the initial proposals. 
 
          14             I see my time is up.  I'll submit the rest 
 
          15   in writing. 
 
          16        MS. JOHNSON:  Are you almost done? 
 
          17        MR. REWERTS:  Are you almost done? 
 
          18        MR. MARK:  I'm essentially done because the rest 
 
          19   you've heard multiple times. 
 
          20             Thank you. 
 
          21        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you very much. 
 
          22             Mr. Graves, you'll be followed by W. Lee 
 
          23   Deutsche. 
 
          24 
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           1                         Bob Graves 
                                 353 Waverly Drive 
           2                   Park Forest, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Bob graves.  I live in Park 
 
           4   Forest, and I'm a private pilot.  I've been flying 
 
           5   for over 50 years. 
 
           6             I think that I have a vision that possibly 
 
           7   the politicians and the people, the beaurocrats, in 
 
           8   the State of Illinois just don't see it.  But I think 
 
           9   that they are already ten years behind the times to 
 
          10   go build a 6 to 8,000-foot runway airport because 
 
          11   there's an aircraft flying today called a Tiltrotor. 
 
          12   And if you people want to check it out and find out 
 
          13   the accuracy, it's all out there.  The Marines are 
 
          14   flying it.  It's called an Osprey.  And the Tiltrotor 
 
          15   doesn't need an airport. 
 
          16             And I think the vision of the future is if 
 
          17   this Tiltrotor is as successful as it appears it's 
 
          18   going to be, all the communities that are not being 
 
          19   served can be served by a Tiltrotor with no airports 
 
          20   required.  These aircraft can pick people up all over 
 
          21   the area in the community phase, bring them to the 
 
          22   big airports of Midway, Rockford, O'Hare, Gary, drop 
 
          23   them at the corners of these airports. 
 
          24             You don't need another white elephant like 
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           1   we built down there by St. Louis.  Now, look what's 
 
           2   happened in St. Louis.  Lamberg Field decided to 
 
           3   expand, so they're further obsoleting that airport. 
 
           4             I think it's time for the people of the 
 
           5   state to wake up to what the taxpayers want and what 
 
           6   the State is doing with their money.  Will County, 
 
           7   what they're going to do to your infrastructure and 
 
           8   your taxes.  And I think if you check it out, you'll 
 
           9   find the accuracy of the Tiltrotor is here. 
 
          10             Thanks. 
 
          11        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          12             State your name sand spell it for the court 
 
          13   reporter. 
 
          14        MR. DEUTSCHE:  My name is W. Lee Deutsche, 
 
          15   spelled D E U T S C H E. 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                      W. Lee Deutsche 
                                   3417 Sangamon 
           2                      Steger, Illinois 
 
           3             I stand in front of you this afternoon 
 
           4   because when it came time to sign in, I felt it was 
 
           5   much more appropriate to sign in as a state holder 
 
           6   and a landowner.  I also am a member of the Will 
 
           7   County Board representing District 1, and I'm not one 
 
           8   of those politicians that wants this airport. 
 
           9             I'd just like to relate a little bit to you 
 
          10   because and keep it a little bit on what our purpose 
 
          11   is, but I'd be remiss if I didn't say that our 
 
          12   family, the Deutsche family, goes back to the 1849. 
 
          13   And we have some real roots in what's out there.  I 
 
          14   am blessed.  I'm a senior Deutsche now, so that 
 
          15   responsibility falls on me, I guess, to address this. 
 
          16             I have a brother that farms with me, and I 
 
          17   also have two sons that are farming.  So how lucky 
 
          18   can a person be that farms with his family?  We like 
 
          19   to consider ourselves as a what a family farm is. 
 
          20   But we were taught, my brother and I were taught by 
 
          21   our father, who was very adamant about soil and water 
 
          22   conservation and about looking after the water and 
 
          23   looking after the streams, that when you passed on 
 
          24   from this world, you should leave it better than what 
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           1   it was when you got it.  And we have done that in 
 
           2   practicing our farming operations, because in 1978, 
 
           3   we became one of the first no-till farms that there 
 
           4   was and practiced that. 
 
           5             My brother has become very active in the 
 
           6   Black Walnut Creek drainage in the upper part which 
 
           7   encompasses us.  And we really genuinely feel as if 
 
           8   we're looking after the soil that's out there.  A 
 
           9   little bit earlier, several times earlier, 
 
          10   Mr. Rudis's article that's in the Tribune, which I'm 
 
          11   going to give to you so you guys can read it after 
 
          12   you're sick of reading all that other material that 
 
          13   you've gotten. 
 
          14             But Mr. Rudis is a 92-year-old man, and he 
 
          15   owns the greatest amount of property that's in the 
 
          16   inaugural portion of this airport.  I would say that 
 
          17   my brother and I, the Deutsche family, probably own 
 
          18   the second largest.  And if you go to the ultimate, 
 
          19   we probably get to go to the largest part.  Farming 
 
          20   has been a livelihood for us. 
 
          21             I realize that some people have some 
 
          22   concerns about government payments that come to 
 
          23   farmers; however, with the type of soil that we have, 
 
          24   we have generated a strong program for producing hay 
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           1   and straw.  We're blessed because of our location. 
 
           2   As they say, location, location, location.  We're 
 
           3   blessed that we're very close to the Balmoral Park 
 
           4   racetrack, and we take the position that horse race 
 
           5   betting is fine; going to casinos is a sin. 
 
           6             But related to that, what that industry has 
 
           7   brought forth to the greater area, if you go east of 
 
           8   Crete, you see all the large stables that have been 
 
           9   put up.  Stables that are bringing in real estate 
 
          10   taxes, that are bringing income to the area.  They're 
 
          11   not a part of -- There didn't have to be a TIF or 
 
          12   there hasn't had to be any rebates for them, 
 
          13   incentives to bring them there. 
 
          14             In closing -- because I see my light's 
 
          15   coming on.  In closing, I would like to say that if 
 
          16   it isn't broke, don't try to fix it.  Leave it as it 
 
          17   is. 
 
          18             Thank you. 
 
          19        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          20             The next speaker is Joseph Palermo, and 
 
          21   following him will be Mr. Penn. 
 
          22             Would you state your name and spell it? 
 
          23        MR. PALERMO:  Joe Palermo, P A L E R M O, from 
 
          24   Wilmington, Illinois. 
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           1                      Joe Palermo, Jr. 
                                 1209 Towpath Lane 
           2                    Wilmington, Illinois 
 
           3             Back in the '90s, there was a bunch of 
 
           4   scoping sessions that were held here and in St. John, 
 
           5   Indiana.  I attended most of them.  Back then it was 
 
           6   the agency that was doing the study.  It was a 
 
           7   six-year study and $6 million.  When it was just 
 
           8   about over with, the mayor of Chicago, Mayor Richard 
 
           9   Daley, he decided he wanted something to do with it, 
 
          10   so they threw in another million dollars and went 
 
          11   another year.  So after seven years and $7 million, I 
 
          12   think there were five sites that they were supposed 
 
          13   to decide on.  Nothing ever came of the report as far 
 
          14   as the agency deciding. 
 
          15             And at one of the last meetings, which I 
 
          16   believe was here at Governors State, a woman asked -- 
 
          17   There was a committee, I believe, of 12 members or 
 
          18   something like that that was supposed to be 
 
          19   overseeing the airport, making some decisions.  And 
 
          20   she asked how many of those members, along with all 
 
          21   the politicians, went to the office -- I believe it 
 
          22   was in the Chicago Heights -- that the agency had. 
 
          23   Everything was court recorded or taken movies of. 
 
          24   And she asked how many of these people went there to 
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           1   look at any of these reports so they can make their 
 
           2   decision, and the answer was none. 
 
           3             So here we are going through another one. 
 
           4   Politicians decided on the Peotone site.  So with all 
 
           5   these studies, environmental and everything else, 
 
           6   who's going to make the decision when it's over with? 
 
           7   Is it going to matter, or is the politician just 
 
           8   going to say yeah, we need it? 
 
           9             Thank you. 
 
          10        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          11             Mr. Penn, following you will be Mr. Fred 
 
          12   Wolter. 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                      Algernon H. Penn 
                                 596 Farmview Court 
           2                 University Park, Illinois 
 
           3             I am a representative of the Village of 
 
           4   University Park, where this great university stands, 
 
           5   and Village Trustee.  And I am for the airport at 
 
           6   Peotone. 
 
           7             The issue that I have about the necessity 
 
           8   for this airport is the fact here in our village, we 
 
           9   have the highest tax rate in Will County.  We're 
 
          10   struggling to develop an economic base here.  We're 
 
          11   struggling to get people to work.  This airport is 
 
          12   not necessarily for me.  This airport I feel is 
 
          13   necessary for my children and my children's children 
 
          14   to give them an opportunity to actually live the 
 
          15   American dream as everyone else would like to live 
 
          16   it. 
 
          17             This project is not so much in terms of the 
 
          18   airport, but also the public work infrastructure that 
 
          19   comes along with it.  We have two developers in the 
 
          20   world who have said that this airport is a very real 
 
          21   possibility and viability.  The day the decision is 
 
          22   made if an airport can be a reality here, 15,000 
 
          23   jobs, 15,000 permanent jobs, will be placed here in 
 
          24   the south suburban area. 
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           1             I, as a homeowner, look at my tax bill 
 
           2   which I get twice a year, and I say we have the 
 
           3   highest tax rate in Will County.  When you look at 
 
           4   other areas in Will County such as Plainfield and 
 
           5   Bolingbrook and New Lenox and other areas, Joliet, 
 
           6   they have the economic boom which has not come here. 
 
           7   The difficulty that I have is everyone talks about 
 
           8   how it affects them.  Well, if you have a very low 
 
           9   tax rate, it does not affect you.  If you have good 
 
          10   water quality, it does not affect you.  If you have 
 
          11   low unemployment, it doesn't affect you. 
 
          12             We look at the opportunity that's before 
 
          13   us.  We consider ourselves part of the Chicago 
 
          14   metropolitan area, and even some discussion about the 
 
          15   fact that the airports will not come, which is not 
 
          16   necessarily true.  There are carriers who are 
 
          17   interested in the Peotone site.  It's been 
 
          18   documented. 
 
          19             I say we build the airport because it's 
 
          20   economically viable for this particular region.  We 
 
          21   have an imbalance within the Chicago metropolitan 
 
          22   area.  We have O'Hare, and there are many arguments 
 
          23   about the expansion of O'Hare, if it's necessary, the 
 
          24   potential destruction there.  We look at it contrary 
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           1   in terms of what expansion of O'Hare does there 
 
           2   versus what the building of the Peotone site does 
 
           3   here.  We feel that it balances out the economic 
 
           4   parody in Chicago and gives opportunities, not just 
 
           5   for people here in University Park but for every 
 
           6   individual that lives within the region. 
 
           7             As the yellow light goes on, I look at this 
 
           8   as the land of opportunity, not necessarily a land of 
 
           9   question.  I'd like to say that if anyone has an 
 
          10   opportunity and has the will to want to work and the 
 
          11   will to take care of their family and the will to 
 
          12   live the American dream, let them do so. 
 
          13             There are a lot of things that we can agree 
 
          14   to disagree on, but we all understand, too, that we 
 
          15   have families that we want to leave legacies with and 
 
          16   families that we want to take care of.  I think we 
 
          17   need to look at that opportunity that we have to 
 
          18   leave for them. 
 
          19             Thank you very much. 
 
          20        FROM THE AUDIENCE:  Mr. Penn, you indicated there 
 
          21   was an airline that committed to the airport.  Could 
 
          22   you please name the airport for the record? 
 
          23        MS. JOHNSON:  Excuse me. 
 
          24        MR. REWERTS:  It's now two minutes after 6:00. 
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           1   We've got five cards.  Mr. Wolter, we'll let him 
 
           2   speak, and then we'll take a 15-minute break, and 
 
           3   we'll be back to resume after the break. 
 
           4 
 
           5 
 
           6 
 
           7 
 
           8 
 
           9 
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           1                        Fred Wolter 
                                32156 South Route 45 
           2                     Peotone, Illinois 
 
           3             I'm Fred Wolter, W O L T E R.  I've lived 
 
           4   my entire life in Peotone Township.  I'm at least the 
 
           5   fourth generation to live in eastern Will County. 
 
           6             Recently, one of my brothers appropriated a 
 
           7   piece of furniture that had belonged to my parents, 
 
           8   and in a drawer he found a local newspaper dated 
 
           9   1968.  What do you suppose the headline was on the 
 
          10   front page of that newspaper, The Peotone Gazette? 
 
          11   We need a new airport. 
 
          12             35 years this has been.  At that time it 
 
          13   was a second Chicagoland airport because Midway is 
 
          14   not a viable airport; it can't be used.  We know 
 
          15   that's not true.  Now we're being told that the area 
 
          16   in Rockford can't take up the slack.  They're there. 
 
          17   They have the reduced capacity.  O'Hare is expanding. 
 
          18   And to the extent that another airport is needed, it 
 
          19   will continue to fulfill that need. 
 
          20             The impetus for building an airport ought 
 
          21   to be from aviation, and it has never been from 
 
          22   aviation.  It has been from business.  It has been 
 
          23   from politics from the start.  And we have the 
 
          24   airports I mentioned.  Once the need comes to the 
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           1   southland, Kankakee airport, is there enough room for 
 
           2   expansion?  Let's not build this thing for the wrong 
 
           3   reason.  Please stop spending our money and spend it 
 
           4   for better uses. 
 
           5             Thank you for this opportunity for all of 
 
           6   us. 
 
           7        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.  It's now about three 
 
           8   minutes after 6:00.  We will resume at 20 after. 
 
           9                       (A short break was had.) 
 
          10        MR. REWERTS:  Okay.  It's 25 after 6:00.  I'd 
 
          11   like to resume. 
 
          12             The first speaker will be Barbara Sturges. 
 
          13   Following Ms. Sturges will be William Browne. 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                      Barbara Sturges 
                                  6 Chestnut Court 
           2                   Park Forest, Illinois 
 
           3             Hi.  Thank you for this opportunity.  My 
 
           4   name is Barbara Sturges, S T U R G E S, and I live in 
 
           5   Park Forest, and I work in Grant Park, Illinois.  I 
 
           6   work in a business where we do insurance and 
 
           7   accounting work, and many of our clients are farmers. 
 
           8             As I said, I live in Park Forest, work in 
 
           9   Grant Park.  And many times, when it's nice weather, 
 
          10   I ride my bicycle in between those two places.  One 
 
          11   of my reasons for opposing this airport is somewhat 
 
          12   selfish.  When I ride my bike, I have a quiet ride, 
 
          13   little traffic.  I see the growing crops.  I see deer 
 
          14   sometimes, often hawks.  I'll see pheasant sometimes. 
 
          15             I guess I have trouble understanding why a 
 
          16   study is needed to understand that the impact of 
 
          17   paving over the land, having airplanes and lots and 
 
          18   lots of cars, why that isn't going to be more 
 
          19   negative than what we've got now for the environment. 
 
          20             I'm concerned that this supposed economic 
 
          21   engine will only damage the current rural and small 
 
          22   town economy we have.  I've heard people talk about 
 
          23   the potential jobs, but I'm concerned about the 
 
          24   damage to what we've already got.  Cash rents for 
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           1   farm ground will be forced upward as there is less 
 
           2   ground will be available for people to farm. 
 
           3   Elevators, seed and implement dealers will be 
 
           4   negatively impacted.  And my own business, where we 
 
           5   sell crop insurance, there will be a negative impact 
 
           6   there as well. 
 
           7             This article that I'm sure others have 
 
           8   shown you and talked to you about, I think says it 
 
           9   all.  Right now, the land that is considered for an 
 
          10   airport is a nature preserve, it's farmland and it's 
 
          11   homes.  The United States Government has paid 
 
          12   Mr. Rudis, that the story is about, to preserve his 
 
          13   ground in a way that he has because they see this as 
 
          14   an important use of the land. 
 
          15             Many clients that I see in my accounting 
 
          16   and insurance business are farmers who are involved 
 
          17   in government programs and have been told by the 
 
          18   government that they must use no-till farming 
 
          19   practices in order to conserve the soil.  We've 
 
          20   gotten sort of a laugh about that lately, that 
 
          21   they've been told to conserve the soil, and now the 
 
          22   government possibly will pave it all over. 
 
          23             The federal government has supported 
 
          24   conserving farmland, wildlife and nature preserves as 
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           1   an appropriate use of this land.  Please don't pave 
 
           2   it all over. 
 
           3        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
           4             Mr. William Browne. 
 
           5 
 
           6 
 
           7 
 
           8 
 
           9 
 
          10 
 
          11 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                       William Browne 
                               3000 West 170th Place 
           2                    Hazelcrest, Illinois 
 
           3             Good evening.  My name is William Browne, 
 
           4   B R O W N E.  I am the mayor of the Village of 
 
           5   Hazelcrest.  I also serve as the secretary of the 
 
           6   South Suburban Mayors and Managers Association, and 
 
           7   I'm on the executive board for the Metropolitan 
 
           8   Mayors Office. 
 
           9             I'm here today, not only for myself, but 
 
          10   for the residents of Hazelcrest.  One of things we 
 
          11   have a big problem with out here in the south 
 
          12   suburban region is trying to keep jobs or to make 
 
          13   jobs out here.  We talked about the lack of jobs out 
 
          14   here.  Now, I know the airport is not going to be an 
 
          15   all in all solution, but I do support the airport. 
 
          16   The people that I represent support the airport 
 
          17   because the airport is going to be a prime economic 
 
          18   engine for the global south suburban region out here. 
 
          19             As the chief of (Inaudible) in Hazelcrest, 
 
          20   I have the unique distinction of listening to a lot 
 
          21   of complaints from our residents and from the 
 
          22   surrounding areas and also the various organizations 
 
          23   that I deal with.  The biggest thing that they talk 
 
          24   about are the taxes out here. 
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           1             Our tax rate out here is sky high.  I have 
 
           2   residents out here that are on fixed incomes, and 
 
           3   they are not able to keep their homes because the 
 
           4   houses are paid for but they have to worry about the 
 
           5   taxes.  But yet, when I deal with other mayors and 
 
           6   other organizations out here and I talk to the mayors 
 
           7   in the northern suburbs, their tax rate is very low. 
 
           8   Their businesses are booming out there. 
 
           9             Now, I know people are going to lose their 
 
          10   homes and their farmland, but I imagine that probably 
 
          11   happened once before when O'Hare Airport came into 
 
          12   existence.  I remember when there was no O'Hare 
 
          13   Airport out there.  That was the same situation 
 
          14   there, but now people out there are happy because the 
 
          15   area is booming out there.  They have jobs. 
 
          16             One of the other things that I listen to 
 
          17   with my residents is they have to get in a car and 
 
          18   drive 40, 50 miles to go to work because there are no 
 
          19   jobs in the south suburban region.  A statement that 
 
          20   was made to me recently, which is very, very true, 
 
          21   out there in the northern suburbs, there are six jobs 
 
          22   for every one person out there in the northern 
 
          23   suburbs.  But out here in the southern suburbs, there 
 
          24   are 60 people for every one job.  We can't let that 
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           1   continue.  We have to have jobs.  We have to be able 
 
           2   to provide an opportunity for our residents to live 
 
           3   comfortably not having to worry about having to pay 
 
           4   the high amount of taxes that are out here today. 
 
           5             I implore you on behalf of the Village of 
 
           6   Hazelcrest to listen to our concerns.  We need the 
 
           7   airport as a vehicle to start booming economic 
 
           8   development.  Is that going to be an all in all 
 
           9   answer to the situation?  Of course not, but it's 
 
          10   going to be a start. 
 
          11             Already in listening to the people in the 
 
          12   community out here, there are developers wanting to 
 
          13   buy up land out here, not just in the Peotone area, 
 
          14   but in the south suburban region.  Are they 
 
          15   speculating?  They probably are, but that's showing 
 
          16   that there are interests out here.  But we have to 
 
          17   have something for them to have an interest for. 
 
          18             So I do implore you please bring the 
 
          19   airport out here to the South Suburban region. 
 
          20             Thank you. 
 
          21        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          22             The next speaker will be Barbara Leick. 
 
          23   Following Barbara will be Sandra Foster. 
 
          24 
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           1                       Barbara Leick 
                             4537 West Eagle Lake Road 
           2                      Monee, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Barbara Leick, L E I C K, and 
 
           4   I'm here representing a lady who could not be here. 
 
           5   The explanation will follow. 
 
           6             For the past three years, I was to prepare 
 
           7   my statement regarding adverse sound affects of 
 
           8   aircraft in a small community such as Peotone.  I did 
 
           9   not want to focus on the emotional effects of an 
 
          10   airport being built here.  I wanted to stick to the 
 
          11   facts.  Yesterday at 2:00 a.m., I lost my 
 
          12   brother-in-law, Donald Stewart, the identical twin 
 
          13   brother of my husband, Ronald.  He died from 
 
          14   complications associated to acute peritonitis.  My 
 
          15   last three weeks have been spent in ICU as Rush 
 
          16   Hospital.  Thus, why she is not here. 
 
          17             Donald frequently visited with us at our 
 
          18   home in the country in Washington Township.  He loved 
 
          19   this area, and like my husband, always dreamed of 
 
          20   moving out here, but he hesitated because of the 
 
          21   airport issue.  Many other people like Donald have 
 
          22   waited and are still waiting until it is safe to buy 
 
          23   or build a home here.  Being out here was like heaven 
 
          24   for Donald.  It was quiet, peaceful and near as God 
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           1   could ever feel us to be. 
 
           2             I ask the FAA, Jesse Jackson, Jr., Jerry 
 
           3   Weller and others who are pushing for this apathetic 
 
           4   injustice to God's country of building an airport out 
 
           5   here -- I know on a federal and state level you can 
 
           6   take anyone's property for a needed project such as 
 
           7   an airport.  I'm aware of the Constitution and the 
 
           8   Bill of Rights, but I ask of you, are any of you the 
 
           9   prophets of God?  Do any of you fear God?  Do you 
 
          10   really think in our hearts that destroying this 
 
          11   bountiful area that produces food and that feeds you 
 
          12   and your family is the right thing to do?  Perhaps 
 
          13   then it is time to listen to the true prophets. 
 
          14             Jeremiah:  Woe to the shepherds who destroy 
 
          15   and scatter the sheep of my pasturing, says the Lord. 
 
          16   Therefore, says the Lord, the Lord of God of Israel, 
 
          17   concerning the shepherds who care for and feed my 
 
          18   people, you have scattered my flock and driven them 
 
          19   away.  You have not visited or attended to them. 
 
          20   Behold, I will visit and attend to you for the evil 
 
          21   of your doings, says the Lord. 
 
          22             Deuteronomy:  You shall not remove your 
 
          23   neighbor's landmark and the land which the Lord Dear 
 
          24   God gives you to possess, which the men of old set. 
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           1             If any of those involved in planning this 
 
           2   airport in Peotone believes in the word of God, I 
 
           3   strongly recommend you pick up the Bible and read the 
 
           4   hundreds of scriptures about man destroying the gifts 
 
           5   of the earth.  After all, you shall reap what you 
 
           6   sow. 
 
           7             My deceased brother-in-law always taught me 
 
           8   to do the right thing.  He was truly a Christian and 
 
           9   believed in the word of the Lord.  And hopefully you 
 
          10   will do the same. 
 
          11             Thank you. 
 
          12        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          13             Sandra Foster will be followed by Anthony 
 
          14   Rayson. 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                       Sandra Foster 
                               5216 West Beecher Road 
           2                     Peotone, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Sandy Foster, F O S T E R. 
 
           4             What I wanted to address today was kind of 
 
           5   the socioeconomic impact of what's happening now to 
 
           6   the current people of Peotone, not what the dream is 
 
           7   for the people of Hazelcrest. 
 
           8             I purchased a home in Peotone several years 
 
           9   ago when FAA took Peotone off the list of live 
 
          10   projects.  I've spent my life savings remodeling this 
 
          11   home and making it a safe place for my child and 
 
          12   myself. 
 
          13             A year ago I became single again.  I am not 
 
          14   able to sell my home; and working two jobs, I spend 
 
          15   no time with the child who I moved to the country for 
 
          16   a safe life.  I can't sell my home because of the 
 
          17   Peotone airport. 
 
          18             This has been going on since 1968.  I'm in 
 
          19   the second phase of this project; so when I called 
 
          20   and register a hardship case, I'm told no, they're 
 
          21   only buying homes in the first phase.  Of course, 
 
          22   rich developers, such as Mr. Bine, got millions of 
 
          23   dollars in for empty lots in the second phase. 
 
          24             I have started two jobs.  I have become 
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           1   severely clinically depressed and have been on 
 
           2   medication.  My son tried to commit suicide several 
 
           3   months ago because his mother is never there for him. 
 
           4             But it's okay to ruin our lives because it 
 
           5   may give tax relief to Hazelcrest.  It may give bring 
 
           6   jobs like Mid-America Airport in Mascoutah brought to 
 
           7   those people.  It brought a lot of jobs, didn't it? 
 
           8   But meanwhile, the people that are living this day in 
 
           9   and day out are ignored. 
 
          10             When I called South Suburban Airport 
 
          11   Authority and talked with land acquisition, he had 
 
          12   the nerve to laugh when I said I felt I was a 
 
          13   hostage.  Is this how the government wants their 
 
          14   taxpaying citizens to be treated? 
 
          15             I implore you to set people free that are 
 
          16   being held hostage.  Look at this whole situation.  I 
 
          17   know I can't stop the airport from coming if it's 
 
          18   going to.  I don't believe in it.  I don't believe it 
 
          19   will be used.  I think it will be another travesty 
 
          20   like Mid-America.  Like I said, we have a wonderful 
 
          21   community and town.  It's a whole way of life. 
 
          22             Gary Airport and Midway Airport are closer 
 
          23   to Hazelcrest than Peotone.  Why aren't your people 
 
          24   working there?  I know people that live in the area 
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           1   of the other airports.  Their taxes are higher than 
 
           2   mine, so I don't know where the tax relief is coming 
 
           3   from. 
 
           4             I think that this whole issue needs to be 
 
           5   looked at on more than just a political background. 
 
           6   I think it needs to be resolved one way or another, 
 
           7   and I really think that they need to let the hostages 
 
           8   in Peotone go. 
 
           9             Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
          10        MR. REWERTS:  I'd like to take a second and 
 
          11   remind the folks here to turn off their cell phones. 
 
          12   It's kind of rude when someone is trying to talk and 
 
          13   it's going off in the background, so if you'd please 
 
          14   turn off your cell phones, I'd appreciate it so 
 
          15   people can speak. 
 
          16             Anthony Rayson, is he here? 
 
          17             Following Anthony will be Cory Singer. 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                       Anthony Rayson 
                             27009 South Egyptian Trail 
           2                      Monee, Illinois 
 
           3             Good evening.  Before I read my statement 
 
           4   that I composed for this evening, I want to say 
 
           5   something about jobs.  A few days ago I was at a 
 
           6   rally, an underemployment rally in Englewood.  It 
 
           7   wasn't downtown with Jesse Jackson, although he did 
 
           8   glom on to our day and take all our media from the 
 
           9   event.  But we were in Englewood because yeah, it's a 
 
          10   serious problem, no jobs.  And why is that?  Because 
 
          11   the jobs are in China because the corporations are so 
 
          12   damn greedy that they're going to China to hire 
 
          13   workers for under a dollar an hour. 
 
          14             This is what we've got to talk about.  Talk 
 
          15   about the real enemy of what's going on with the 
 
          16   citizens in this country.  Don't try to pretend that 
 
          17   a pie in the sky airport is going to solve the job 
 
          18   problem.  There's a real definite problem here in 
 
          19   this country, but we've got to find out who our real 
 
          20   enemies are. 
 
          21             My name is Anthony Rayson, and my family 
 
          22   and Peotone Airport footprint since 1990.  I know the 
 
          23   officials from the FAA here today are in a tough 
 
          24   position.  What you may feel privately about this 
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           1   issue you cannot spell out in your report.  The 
 
           2   decision has pretty much been made for you; however, 
 
           3   you must go through the motions with this hearing and 
 
           4   then come up with a report to justify paving over 
 
           5   this well cared for, pristine land for an unneeded 
 
           6   airport. 
 
           7             But citizens can focus on the environment 
 
           8   without all the legalese.  It's a political decision 
 
           9   insisted upon by certain sectors of big money who we 
 
          10   all know pull the strings of our politicians.  The 
 
          11   environment and the citizens don't have stacks of 
 
          12   taxpayer money to stuff down their unethical pockets. 
 
          13   The State of Illinois has blown a hundred million 
 
          14   dollars already on this project. 
 
          15             We know you're forced to wear blinders and 
 
          16   not consider the fact that there are already four 
 
          17   woefully underutilized airports ringing Chicagoland 
 
          18   in Rockford, Milwaukee, Gary and Kankakee.  Also, 
 
          19   you're not to factor ingenuously needful 
 
          20   transportation options such as high speed rail and 
 
          21   the embarrassment that the airlines want nothing to 
 
          22   do with Peotone. 
 
          23             Similarly, you're to ignore the reality 
 
          24   that our area has been a self-sustaining and 
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           1   economically productive entity in an unusually 
 
           2   environmentally conscious manner for several 
 
           3   generations.  I couldn't do your job.  I'd quit. 
 
           4   Luckily for me, I can spit out the truth. 
 
           5             But, you know, citizens are fighting back. 
 
           6   This same area where big business in collusion with 
 
           7   government decides to force people off their land for 
 
           8   environmentally catastrophic profit making projects 
 
           9   is being sadly played out all over our planet.  It's 
 
          10   our moral imperative as stewards of this area to 
 
          11   resist this assault being aimed by us for so long by 
 
          12   this awful and unnecessary project.  We'll stand up 
 
          13   for what is right. 
 
          14             So what I intend to do is to help organize 
 
          15   people to be there for our neighbors if and when 
 
          16   imminent domain and/or quick take are forcibly 
 
          17   imposed.  I guess you've all heard of Cancun.  It's 
 
          18   called do unto others as you would have them do unto 
 
          19   you. 
 
          20        MR. REWERTS:  Cory Singer. 
 
          21             Following Mr. Singer will be Dr. Charles 
 
          22   Dieringer. 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                        Cory Singer 
                                 475 Nevada Street 
           2                    Frankfort, Illinois 
 
           3             Good evening.  My name is Cory Singer.  I 
 
           4   represent District 1 of the Will County Board, which 
 
           5   includes Frankfort, Mokena, Crete, Beecher, Peotone, 
 
           6   Monee and all the unincorporated areas, including the 
 
           7   site of the proposed airport. 
 
           8             I'm not here tonight supporting the 
 
           9   airport.  I'm not here tonight opposing the airport. 
 
          10   I don't believe the Will County Board has the ability 
 
          11   to decide whether it's going to be built or whether 
 
          12   we have the ability to stop it.  I think it's pretty 
 
          13   evident because we're sitting here tonight having a 
 
          14   hearing.  And after all the years and after the all 
 
          15   work that's been done by some trying to stop the 
 
          16   airport, if you could stop it, we wouldn't be sitting 
 
          17   here at Governors State University. 
 
          18             I submitted a lot of testimony, and I have 
 
          19   a copy of it here, regarding a number of things, the 
 
          20   nuts and bolts, you might call them, regarding the 
 
          21   processes to manage the logistics if this airport is 
 
          22   built. 
 
          23             Summarizing them, if the airport is to be 
 
          24   built, I firmly believe that involvement by all the 
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           1   eastern Will County Council of Mayors should be 
 
           2   involved at all levels.  The mayors of all those 
 
           3   communities should be involved in everything from 
 
           4   land planning to zoning and all of the issues 
 
           5   regarding the development of the airport.  And 
 
           6   regularly scheduled meetings should be held at a very 
 
           7   regular basis to update all of these mayors and, 
 
           8   also, for that matter, the County of Will regarding 
 
           9   all processes and developments as they are coming 
 
          10   along. 
 
          11             Secondly, municipalities in Will County and 
 
          12   areas surrounding the airport must play an active 
 
          13   role in all land use and zoning decisions.  There 
 
          14   must be regular updates by both the FAA and IDOT 
 
          15   regarding all land use decisions.  And we must have 
 
          16   the ability to play a role in deciding the future of 
 
          17   our own backyard, how the land is to be developed and 
 
          18   how the land is to be zoned, because at the end of 
 
          19   the day, the local taxing bodies, whether it be fire 
 
          20   protection districts, police protection -- I'm 
 
          21   sorry -- municipalities, police departments, drainage 
 
          22   districts, school districts, municipalities, County 
 
          23   of Will, we are all going to have to shoulder the 
 
          24   burden as local taxpayers paying for all the 
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           1   developments surrounding this airport.  There needs 
 
           2   to be a far great are attention put on the impact the 
 
           3   local taxpayers are going to have to incur if this 
 
           4   airport is to be built. 
 
           5             I didn't want to come here tonight and talk 
 
           6   about nuts and bolts, and my written testimony is far 
 
           7   more detailed.  That can go over these things.  I 
 
           8   wanted to come here and talk about people.  Whether 
 
           9   it be the residents of Heather Brook Estates or that 
 
          10   woman who just mentioned her experience, she used the 
 
          11   word hostage.  And while somebody may have laughed at 
 
          12   her about that, I'm not laughing because when you 
 
          13   talk to these people and you understand what is going 
 
          14   on in their lives, it becomes clearly evident that 
 
          15   they are hostages.  They're being held as a prisoner 
 
          16   of their own property.  Their property rights are 
 
          17   gone.  They can't sell.  They can't improve.  They 
 
          18   can't do anything. 
 
          19             To my memory, the first meeting that had 
 
          20   anything to do with the airport occurred in 1969.  If 
 
          21   we do our math, for well over 30 years that families 
 
          22   in this area have had to deal with the is it or is it 
 
          23   not coming scenario. 
 
          24             Well, I understand we've moved a lot 
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           1   further now because we're here today.  But a decision 
 
           2   needs to be made very, very soon of what we are going 
 
           3   to do.  Is it coming or isn't it?  And if it is 
 
           4   coming, the priority has to be on preserving the 
 
           5   properties rights of the people in the area 
 
           6   surrounding the airport.  That has to be a priority. 
 
           7             If this airport is such a good thing, then 
 
           8   only good will come out of it.  And if it really is 
 
           9   this good thing, then people can't be harmed in the 
 
          10   process and people's lives can't be destroyed and be 
 
          11   littered along the way. 
 
          12             So I would demand that IDOT continue their 
 
          13   former commitment to purchase land from people who 
 
          14   are on lists and demand that IDOT follow through on 
 
          15   that, their commitment to do so.  We can't build this 
 
          16   underneath the cloak that it's a great thing for the 
 
          17   community and a great thing for all if people's lives 
 
          18   are destroyed along the way. 
 
          19             Quite honestly, I don't care about 
 
          20   Hazelcrest.  I don't care about Bensenville.  I don't 
 
          21   care about Elk Grove.  I don't care about any of the 
 
          22   Cook County communities who are struggling with their 
 
          23   jobs.  Well, certainly I want them to do well.  Of 
 
          24   course I do.  If our neighbors aren't succeeding, 
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           1   then we can't succeed either.  I get that.  But at 
 
           2   the end of the day, it's our people and it's our 
 
           3   county this is mostly impacting, and we're going to 
 
           4   have to shoulder the burden when it comes to the 
 
           5   development of an airport. 
 
           6             So just to recap, if it's a good thing, 
 
           7   then IDOT will come through, and they will come 
 
           8   through on their promise to take care of the 
 
           9   homeowners and the property owners in the area so 
 
          10   they are no longer held hostage. 
 
          11             Thank you for your time. 
 
          12        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          13             The next speaker is Dr. Charles Dieringer. 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                     Charles Dieringer 
                                   150 Grace Lane 
           2                 Chicago Heights, Illinois 
 
           3             Charles Dieringer.  It's D I E R I N G E R. 
 
           4   Like most American names, they don't spell the way 
 
           5   they sound, but that's some of the obstacles we have 
 
           6   living in this country. 
 
           7             I am a 30-year resident of Chicago Heights, 
 
           8   one of the more abused communities in our area in 
 
           9   terms of jobs and environmental issues.  In 1913, our 
 
          10   stream, which is the Farm Creek water shed, which 
 
          11   abuts the airport on the south side, was deemed as 
 
          12   the most polluted stream in the state.  And now it's 
 
          13   one of the most prized streams in the state, and we 
 
          14   are leading -- We have worked actively over the last 
 
          15   few years to form a very viable water shed 
 
          16   partnership with Governors State University.  It is 
 
          17   involved in this leadership very definitely.  And we 
 
          18   are receiving grants.  We are doing all kinds of 
 
          19   constructive things in terms of improving our water 
 
          20   shed. 
 
          21             I'm here to tell you that this airport is 
 
          22   going to improve and enhance this community if we 
 
          23   build it as a green airport.  Now, I'm also on the 
 
          24   green project that was described earlier.  I've been 
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           1   sent by water shed for specialized training in water 
 
           2   shed science to the University of Illinois.  I'm one 
 
           3   of two people that have had such an experience.  It 
 
           4   involved three years of summer intensive training. 
 
           5   So I've had a lot of learning to do. 
 
           6             My background is in education and business. 
 
           7   And I'm also an engineering person that worked with 
 
           8   the Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago for 
 
           9   many years involved with the reservoirs and deep 
 
          10   tunnel and all those kinds of things.  So I've been 
 
          11   around infrastructure and those kinds of things for 
 
          12   many years.  I do a lot of research before I get 
 
          13   involved in things and take a position. 
 
          14             But I'm taking a position as an educator, 
 
          15   and I'm inviting everybody here to look at and use, 
 
          16   first off, the (Inaudible) which is a viable 
 
          17   resource.  And it's a tremendous (Inaudible.) 
 
          18             Illinois is the leader and has always been 
 
          19   in uniting libraries and allowing the poor man 
 
          20   university to be right at our fingertips.  In 1978, I 
 
          21   had access, and so did you, to 700 libraries in this 
 
          22   country.  And it's phenomenal to be able to go on the 
 
          23   Internet and look up about water sheds and what 
 
          24   they're doing in the eastern part of the country and 
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           1   how this all can work. 
 
           2             And you can give faith in technology.  You 
 
           3   also have to give faith in our government to use it, 
 
           4   though.  And that has been one of the obstacles and 
 
           5   one of the opening work chance that we came together 
 
           6   on this water shed activity for the green project. 
 
           7   How are we going to find a unit of government that's 
 
           8   going to be able to carry out this commitment?  I 
 
           9   think Bob expressed that earlier. 
 
          10             And we have found a unit of government that 
 
          11   we think can do that.  Many of you have probably 
 
          12   never heard of it, but it does exist in Illinois. 
 
          13   First off, its function is as a soil conservation 
 
          14   district, but it deals with natural environmental 
 
          15   projects that involve pollution in our streams.  And 
 
          16   actually, the particular one would be a subsoil 
 
          17   conservation district.  It's well defined in the 
 
          18   statutes.  They do exist in the state, and it follows 
 
          19   people participating more so than in a drainage 
 
          20   district. 
 
          21             So anyway, that's just a little bit of 
 
          22   background.  And I know my time is up, so I'm going 
 
          23   to come back to tell you more how this vision is 
 
          24   going to work for this community and it's going to 
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           1   restore us to where we should be. 
 
           2             Thank you. 
 
           3        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you.  We have two more cards. 
 
           4   Robert Ogalla.  And following Robert will be Eileen 
 
           5   Olson. 
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           1                       Robert Ogalla 
                              28560 South Will Center 
           2                      Monee, Illinois 
 
           3             I'm Robert Ogalla.  I'm a commissioner of 
 
           4   the Union Drainage District 1, Townships of Monee and 
 
           5   Will.  I'm not speaking on their behalf.  I'm 
 
           6   speaking on my own behalf here. 
 
           7             I'd differ from some of the previous 
 
           8   speakers here.  I do care about the communities 
 
           9   around me.  I do care about the areas other than Will 
 
          10   County District 1.  And I would hope that they 
 
          11   prosper, but not at the expense of eradicating our 
 
          12   area of agricultural activity. 
 
          13             And the gentleman that spoke before me, I 
 
          14   will say that agricultural areas do not coexist in 
 
          15   any proximity or close proximity to airports in spite 
 
          16   of what he may claim from his Internet studies. 
 
          17   That's a fact. 
 
          18        MR. DIERINGER:  I'll address that issue when we 
 
          19   return. 
 
          20        MR. REWERTS:  Excuse me.  Excuse me. 
 
          21        MR. OGALLA:  I wish you wouldn't interrupt. 
 
          22        MR. REWERTS:  Only the speaker is -- Let 
 
          23   everybody else have an opportunity to talk. 
 
          24        MR. OGALLA:  Experiences I have with this issue, 
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           1   we've heard these pie in the sky proclamations for 
 
           2   years.  So far it's been 20 years of promotion.  None 
 
           3   of this has come about. 
 
           4             I'm here mostly to ask the FAA, after the 
 
           5   Tier 1 process, we were promised that land 
 
           6   acquisition would have no negative impact.  I'm here 
 
           7   to say that it has.  It's affected our schools, our 
 
           8   fire districts.  Any taxing body or drainage 
 
           9   districts, anything of the sort that depends on 
 
          10   either fees or taxes on these properties, it has 
 
          11   affected us.  IDOT has refused to pay these fees. 
 
          12   They refused to pay the taxes.  At the same time 
 
          13   they've derived income from these properties.  They 
 
          14   continue to operate them and derive economic activity 
 
          15   from them while not paying any of the fees or taxes. 
 
          16             What I'm here to ask is that the FAA takes 
 
          17   a truly unbiased view of this, not merely taking as 
 
          18   fact restated claims from years past.  The Tier 2 
 
          19   portion of this, from what I gather, is about need 
 
          20   and about environmental issues.  It really needs to 
 
          21   go a little farther than the need.  To have a need, 
 
          22   you need customers.  Customers will drive the need. 
 
          23   You need air carriers.  Neither of them exist after 
 
          24   all this promotion.  Neither do exist.  We've already 
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           1   tried the build it and they will come with the 
 
           2   Mascoutah Airport in St. Louis, which the same 
 
           3   consulting firms were involved as are involved in the 
 
           4   lead-up to the point where we are here. 
 
           5             I really ask that you truly consider that 
 
           6   this is an agricultural area.  The area economically 
 
           7   has three farms that have been recognized for 
 
           8   conservation efforts over the past 10 to 15 years. 
 
           9   That's for the entire County of Will and South Cook. 
 
          10   It contains thousands of acres of prime farmland. 
 
          11             I really ask that you consider all these 
 
          12   facts, consider the fact that we have existing 
 
          13   facilities that are underutilized, not even used, in 
 
          14   close proximity.  We can't keep destroying farmland. 
 
          15             I thank you. 
 
          16        MR. REWERTS:  Eileen Olson. 
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           1                        Eileen Olson 
 
           2 
 
           3             Wow.  Thanks for the opportunity to talk 
 
           4   today. 
 
           5             I feel a lot of passion against the 
 
           6   airport.  I'm just a taxpayer.  I am a mom and a 
 
           7   wife, and we moved out here because we like open 
 
           8   land.  We like the farms.  We love the forestry, and 
 
           9   I come to you today and say could you please consider 
 
          10   the impact that this is having on all of us families 
 
          11   who moved out here who have so much pride in our 
 
          12   community.  And we look to you to bring us business, 
 
          13   not an airport.  We look to you to find job 
 
          14   opportunities and provide great learning experiences, 
 
          15   but we don't look for an airport.  We look for you to 
 
          16   take advantage of the resources that you already have 
 
          17   in O'Hare and in Midway and to put great traffic 
 
          18   solutions down the road so that we can take advantage 
 
          19   of what's already been invested with our money, which 
 
          20   is so important. 
 
          21             Spend money on education and leave open 
 
          22   land for posterity, because if you don't, where are 
 
          23   the kids going to go to play and fish and, you know, 
 
          24   have great memories. 
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           1             So pretty simple, but thanks. 
 
           2        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
           3             We have no more cards, so we have two 
 
           4   speakers that had not completed their testimony and 
 
           5   wish to continue. 
 
           6             Is Gordon Wilson still here?  Do you need 
 
           7   another four minutes or so? 
 
           8        MR. WILSON:  No, it won't take that long. 
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           1                       Gordon Wilson 
                                 925 Hodges Street 
           2                     Beecher, Illinois 
 
           3             I don't know how you're going to connect 
 
           4   this in your recording with what I said before, but 
 
           5   let's try. 
 
           6             I will repeat just a couple sentences 
 
           7   because it's a good starting spot. 
 
           8             There are currently several coalitions, 
 
           9   South Suburban Airport Coalition, Will County 
 
          10   Coalition, South Suburban Mayors and Managers 
 
          11   Association and Kankakee River Valley Airport 
 
          12   Authority, to name a few, all striving to do the same 
 
          13   thing in the same place but in a different way.  And 
 
          14   I might add they can't agree. 
 
          15             The Greater Rockford Coalition has called 
 
          16   for an end to the new Peotone airport, correctly 
 
          17   observing that Rockford, Milwaukee, Gary and Kankakee 
 
          18   already have infrastructure in place to accommodate 
 
          19   any increased transportation needs in the Chicago 
 
          20   area. 
 
          21             The cash-strapped State of Illinois has 
 
          22   bought property in an anticipation of the start of 
 
          23   this project with no mandate.  The Jackson plan, 
 
          24   South Suburban Airport Coalition, claims to have 
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           1   private capital backing them for this construction; 
 
           2   however, hundreds of millions of dollars of 
 
           3   infrastructure will be paid for by taxpayers.  All 
 
           4   the land that has been purchased and will be 
 
           5   purchased is taken off tax rolls resulting in severe 
 
           6   shortfalls for schools and other local public needs. 
 
           7   It seems the major impetus for the project is 
 
           8   political ambition and the relatively few who stand 
 
           9   to reap large financial gains. 
 
          10             It's no secret that some proponents have 
 
          11   said, off the record, of course, that it's the south 
 
          12   side's turn for the lucrative, no-bid contracts that 
 
          13   the O'Hare area has enjoyed for many years.  The 
 
          14   promoters of this idea have been trying for at least 
 
          15   20 years and have failed.  How much more evidence do 
 
          16   we need to declare an end to this bad idea? 
 
          17             Many in this room are probably wondering 
 
          18   who I am and what expertise I have to substantiate 
 
          19   what I have said.  I am Mr. Rural Peotone, or if you 
 
          20   wish, Iron Ring resident who has endured the very 
 
          21   expensive and ongoing futility and frustration of 
 
          22   this effort.  I am a citizen very concerned about the 
 
          23   possibility of this gigantically expensive, largely 
 
          24   publicly funded project, ending up in failure.  I am 
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           1   a citizen very troubled by elected officials from the 
 
           2   south side and even communities surrounding O'Hare 
 
           3   who are trying to force this plan on the residents of 
 
           4   the Peotone site and the surrounding communities, 
 
           5   residents who are not their constituents.  Lastly, I 
 
           6   am a taxpayer. 
 
           7             Thank you. 
 
           8        MS. JOHNSON:  Thank you for coming back as well. 
 
           9        MR. REWERTS:  Mr. Dieringer. 
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           1                     Charles Dieringer 
                                   150 Grace Lane 
           2                 Chicago Heights, Illinois 
 
           3             I was just trying earlier to establish some 
 
           4   of my background and involvement because I was indeed 
 
           5   torn by many of the same obstacles that have been 
 
           6   expressed here by these people in the community.  And 
 
           7   I really think that many of the obstacles that 
 
           8   they're identifying are being addressed by the Green 
 
           9   Communities project.  And I really would encourage 
 
          10   them -- The project is not completed yet.  But as Bob 
 
          11   expressed earlier, it will be done.  It's got to be 
 
          12   completed by next June, so it's going to be done well 
 
          13   before our study here. 
 
          14             But we have been studying airports and 
 
          15   solutions that are green in nature.  Now, if you 
 
          16   wonder about green communities, the closest one I can 
 
          17   point you to is Prairie Crossing.  You may have heard 
 
          18   of them advertised.  People up there pay extra to 
 
          19   live in Prairie Crossing.  And I drive by there 
 
          20   frequently, and I check on them to see why do you 
 
          21   invest in this.  Because there's an attitude there 
 
          22   about doing things the right way.  I really think we 
 
          23   need to promote that attitude here, and we need to 
 
          24   get more informed about technology and how it can be 
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           1   used.  And we have a great opportunity to do 
 
           2   something very constructive for our communities. 
 
           3             I'll go -- Just to give you an idea the 
 
           4   water issue, which I also am a member of the Ground 
 
           5   Water Association, which is an international 
 
           6   organization.  We have 33 inches of rain that falls 
 
           7   on this area on an average every year.  Where does 
 
           8   that rain go?  It's not being conserved here now, but 
 
           9   if we build this green airport, we're going to have a 
 
          10   series of lakes and recreational activities here that 
 
          11   you wouldn't believe.  I mean, this won't have to 
 
          12   hold water because this is our major source of water. 
 
          13   This is what God gives us. 
 
          14             But we also have an opportunity via the 
 
          15   Thorncreek water shed, because if you were here this 
 
          16   morning, you would have heard the Thorncreek basin is 
 
          17   the in process of providing the basic sort of 
 
          18   infrastructure.  Within two years, they'll have this 
 
          19   all pretty well (Inaudible) right now 90 percent of 
 
          20   the communities that are involved around here. 
 
          21             And it's flat plateau up here, so we're not 
 
          22   talking about rocket science to get sanitary services 
 
          23   and water services to work.  We can direct them 
 
          24   either way.  We can direct them down the Kankakee 
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           1   River or we can direct them down to Lake Michigan. 
 
           2   There's a (Inaudible) to go with Lake Michigan.  And 
 
           3   I (Inaudible) with Lake Michigan water shed because 
 
           4   my water shed is part of that.  If we return water, 
 
           5   we will have that source available. 
 
           6             I've already posed that question to those 
 
           7   commissioners, but we have to return good quality 
 
           8   water and we have to install wetlands.  Those are 
 
           9   called storm water treatment drains that clean the 
 
          10   water.  And we have -- In the sanitary district, we 
 
          11   created this same concept along the sanitary ship 
 
          12   canal, a series of site variation waterfalls, one of 
 
          13   them which is in Blue Island.  That concept has 
 
          14   brought back bass fishing tournaments.  We're going 
 
          15   to have that on our streams around here, too. 
 
          16             We actually, right now in Chicago Heights, 
 
          17   through our efforts cleaning and recleaning our 
 
          18   steam, we have caught 38-inch long Chinook, 30 of 
 
          19   them in the last three months.  Now, they've been 
 
          20   coming up that stream for the last 25 years, but they 
 
          21   haven't been getting through too well because of the 
 
          22   beavers and the lack of maintenance by the forest 
 
          23   preserves. 
 
          24             You may know that the forest preserves have 
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           1   been getting beat up pretty well lately.  Well, I've 
 
           2   been beating them up for five years, and I go to all 
 
           3   their meetings.  They've delayed now their budget for 
 
           4   another week because we're going to get this $50 
 
           5   million that's coming to put back in the forest 
 
           6   preserves and restore our streams. 
 
           7             So anyway, I don't want to bore you; but if 
 
           8   you would like to know more about it, you're welcome 
 
           9   to contact me.  I will send you e-mails and 
 
          10   documentation about the research projects that I'm 
 
          11   involved in.  But it's an exciting opportunity, and I 
 
          12   wanted to share that with you. 
 
          13             Thank you very much. 
 
          14        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          15             We have no more speaker cards.  If anybody 
 
          16   would like to speak or make any comments, please fill 
 
          17   out a speaker card. 
 
          18        MR. WENDT:  I filled one out already. 
 
          19        MR. REWERTS:  State your name again. 
 
          20        MR. WENDT:  William Wendt, W E N D T. 
 
          21 
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           1                       William Wendt 
                                    1643 Hubbard 
           2                     Chicago, Illinois 
 
           3             I've been following these airport 
 
           4   controversies for some years, and I can't recall 
 
           5   anybody from the southern suburbs complaining about 
 
           6   not being able to get an airplane. 
 
           7             Has anybody heard from anybody from the 
 
           8   southern suburbs that can't get an airplane?  I 
 
           9   haven't heard any airlines complaining that they 
 
          10   can't find airport space around here.  We do hear 
 
          11   lots of complaints about jobs, and it is a very 
 
          12   serious concern.  There has been a problem in the far 
 
          13   south side and southern suburbs for about 30 years 
 
          14   now, ever since the steel mills started disappearing. 
 
          15             I'd like to suggest a little different 
 
          16   approach to developing industry.  This same monorail 
 
          17   technology that I suggested earlier for passenger use 
 
          18   could also be very useful for freight use.  I mean, 
 
          19   what you have in factories and warehouses something 
 
          20   called material handling system, and most of these 
 
          21   are overhead monorails. 
 
          22             What I propose is an external material 
 
          23   handling system that can connect factories and 
 
          24   warehouses and so on miles away and, in effect, make 
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           1   them one assembly line.  I think this will be far, 
 
           2   far more productive for dealing with this very real 
 
           3   problem and getting some real industrial jobs. 
 
           4             I hear Jesse Jackson.  I listen to WDON a 
 
           5   lot in the morning, and I hear Jesse Jackson saying 
 
           6   he wants the south side to look like the north side. 
 
           7   Yeah, well, I don't think hotels and restaurants are 
 
           8   quite the way to do it.  That's the kind of 
 
           9   development you're going to get around an airport. 
 
          10             I'm still steamed about this McCormack 
 
          11   Place development 10 or 12 years ago, which was 
 
          12   supposed to create 10,000 jobs at the expense of 
 
          13   capital $670 million.  That comes out to about 
 
          14   $60,000 per hotel and restaurant job.  I mean, a 
 
          15   cabbie -- It created a job for a cab.  That's about 
 
          16   $20,000.  This industrial district that went into the 
 
          17   southwest side of Chicago, they created 10,000 jobs 
 
          18   on a $475 million investment.  That comes out to 
 
          19   about $47,000 per job. 
 
          20             This Motorola plant in McHenry County that 
 
          21   closed up after only five years, $100 million plant 
 
          22   for 5,000 people.  That comes out to about $20,000 a 
 
          23   job.  But you figure so many jobs this would create, 
 
          24   and this is strictly the loss we hear.  It's not the 
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           1   hotels.  It's not the restaurants.  I don't think -- 
 
           2   You know, I haven't seen the figures, but if it's 
 
           3   anything like McCormack Place, rip off.  The only way 
 
           4   to get behind McCormack Place is tax-free bonds.  If 
 
           5   we had tax-free bonds for a few other things, maybe 
 
           6   we could get us out of (Inaudible.) 
 
           7             But no, there is a much, much, much better 
 
           8   way to deal with this very real problem.  It's a very 
 
           9   real problem and it needs a real solution. 
 
          10        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          11             The next speaker will be Rosemarie DeWitt. 
 
          12   Following Rosemarie will be Lionel Trepanier. 
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           1                      Rosemarie DeWitt 
                                 16033 Debbie Lane 
           2                  South Holland, Illinois 
 
           3             Yes.  My name is Rosemarie DeWitt.  I'm a 
 
           4   director with Will South Cook County Soil and Water 
 
           5   Conservation District.  I represent from 22nd Street 
 
           6   in Cook County and all of Will County. 
 
           7             My major concerns with the airport at this 
 
           8   point is that the evaluation hasn't been done on 
 
           9   where the water source for the airport is going to 
 
          10   come.  Indications that I had been given seven years 
 
          11   ago was they were going to take the water off the 
 
          12   Kankakee River. 
 
          13             Earlier this year, EPA released a third 
 
          14   annual drinking water (Inaudible) for Joliet.  And 
 
          15   the Chicago Tribune had an article in September that 
 
          16   169,000 people in Will County are drinking water that 
 
          17   is contaminated with radium.  It's in this report 
 
          18   that they will have to take the water out of the 
 
          19   Kankakee River. 
 
          20             I want to know where they're going to get 
 
          21   the water.  I want to know that the residents of Will 
 
          22   County will not be ingesting water that's going to 
 
          23   cause cancer.  They need to contact EPA, go online, 
 
          24   find a certain report, find out what's happening. 
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           1             The other thing is that I'm very concerned 
 
           2   that the Rudis farm is the fourth largest in the 
 
           3   State of Illinois.  I really don't understand why 
 
           4   they chose to put the one runway right on that farm. 
 
           5   I believe that if they're going to do it, please 
 
           6   conserve the farm.  We's already expended state and 
 
           7   federal monies through USDA for the project. 
 
           8             I'd also like them to start implementing at 
 
           9   municipalities, the counties, decide what they're 
 
          10   going to do with storm water management and PDES 
 
          11   requirements.  I think all of this has to be taken 
 
          12   into consideration before an airport is approved. 
 
          13             I live in South Holland.  I'm still waiting 
 
          14   for my flood control project.  That's a multi-million 
 
          15   dollar project that probably will not be completed 
 
          16   for another 20 to 30 years.  Most of the people that 
 
          17   are in this district right now in this area ran away 
 
          18   from the problems from where I live.  You're 
 
          19   recreating the same issues, and you're going to have 
 
          20   to come up with billions upon billions of dollars to 
 
          21   correct it later.  You do not have another material 
 
          22   service quorum.  It just does not exist. 
 
          23             Thank you for your time. 
 
          24        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
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           1                      Lionel Trepanier 
                                   11601 Artesian 
           2                     Chicago, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Lionel Trepanier.  That's T R E 
 
           4   P A N I E R.  I'm with South Metro Greens. 
 
           5             I just want to express appreciation for the 
 
           6   people who have come out to advocate for their 
 
           7   community and for the environment and for common 
 
           8   sense.  It seems like there's quite a large support 
 
           9   in this room for a common sense approach to what's 
 
          10   going on. 
 
          11             In a common sense approach, one of my 
 
          12   concerns that I wanted to share with you all tonight 
 
          13   and with those making up the environmental impact 
 
          14   statement is for the toxic chemical loading downwind 
 
          15   from the facility.  So those folks such as myself who 
 
          16   would be downwind from this facility who already live 
 
          17   with a heavy toxic chemical load, this would be added 
 
          18   to.  I want the FAA, I want the project proposers to 
 
          19   come to our communities and talk to us about how are 
 
          20   we going to measure the amount of toxic chemical 
 
          21   loading as a result of operations of this proposed 
 
          22   facility. 
 
          23             And particularly, I would point out to the 
 
          24   FAA that this type of an analysis -- What's needed 
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           1   here is the analysis of the facility as it's intended 
 
           2   to be built.  To break this project into tiny pieces 
 
           3   to ask that those each be individually analyzed for 
 
           4   their environmental impact is evading the purpose, 
 
           5   the very purpose of this evening, this scoping. 
 
           6             So I do hope that the FAA sees to properly 
 
           7   address the scope of the proposal as it is intended. 
 
           8             So I've shared my one concern.  I know that 
 
           9   there's practically enumerable concerns, and I could 
 
          10   just chime on that I've heard even the various 
 
          11   speakers before me bring up very important issues 
 
          12   that must be addressed if our community is going to 
 
          13   have an opportunity to look at what kind of a choice 
 
          14   is being made. 
 
          15             You know, in my local green party, we 
 
          16   advocate for a rail system like a lot of people 
 
          17   advocate for that rail system.  It just makes so much 
 
          18   sense.  It's common sense that if we need more space 
 
          19   at our airports, more capacity, we look at why do we 
 
          20   need more capacity, and we see very clearly that a 
 
          21   high-speed rail between some of our Midwest 
 
          22   population centers would displace a huge percentage, 
 
          23   a huge quantity of the existing users of the existing 
 
          24   air travel facilities.  So there's very clearly -- I 
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           1   think for people in the community that -- In my 
 
           2   community, I'm saying there's really people who see 
 
           3   the fallacy of building this airport that we're going 
 
           4   to be bettering our community.  I think I see a very 
 
           5   strong consensus that no, this airport is not going 
 
           6   to better our community. 
 
           7             So what is afoot?  Why can that situation 
 
           8   exist?  I think that's something that at least we 
 
           9   begin to address when we do as you've done this 
 
          10   evening and come out and raise your voice for, you 
 
          11   know, such a project being proposed in our community. 
 
          12             So I just want to close and thank you for 
 
          13   your attention. 
 
          14        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          15             Gloria Weidner. 
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           1                       Gloria Weidner 
                                  37445 Darby Road 
           2                    Wilmington, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Gloria Weidner, W E I D N E R. 
 
           4   I represent KARE, Kankakee Area Research and 
 
           5   Education. 
 
           6             I was in the same very spot 13 years ago 
 
           7   testifying.  I never heard back.  And ironically, I 
 
           8   was right.  I and my colleagues were right.  I came 
 
           9   into this deposition or this testament session with 
 
          10   facts coming out of my ears, and I never heard back 
 
          11   from you guys.  And actually, like I say, I was right 
 
          12   because the predictions of the experts that were 
 
          13   hired to study the issue never came true.  The demand 
 
          14   never happened.  So it's not market driven.  And when 
 
          15   it's not market driven, then the taxpayers paid for 
 
          16   it. 
 
          17             Also, it's not intelligence driven because 
 
          18   then we'd have, like some others here say, we'd have 
 
          19   the high-speed rail.  In France, they just celebrated 
 
          20   their billionth on the TTV Supertrain, and it's a 
 
          21   huge success.  There were complaints at first about 
 
          22   this project in France, supertrains, and now they 
 
          23   love it. 
 
          24             So it's not market driven.  It's not 
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           1   intelligence driven.  It's politically driven.  And 
 
           2   when we talk about politics and we're talking about 
 
           3   power and money, power corrupts, and we all know what 
 
           4   money does from Enron. 
 
           5             And so there are other aspects, too, in the 
 
           6   environment like, for example, farmland.  Farmland is 
 
           7   it being gobbled up at an alarming rate.  So I 
 
           8   thought well, I'll get on the Internet and I'll look 
 
           9   it up and I'll see what's going on.  And the 
 
          10   Internet, the sites I saw had some sources that were 
 
          11   saying oh, that's a bunch of hogwash, farmland is not 
 
          12   being gobbled up.  And guess who wrote those 
 
          13   articles?  Association of Realtors.  So I think I'm 
 
          14   pretty safe in saying that farmland is a concern.  We 
 
          15   have the richest farmland here in the world and we 
 
          16   shouldn't be wasting it. 
 
          17             As far as jobs go, if you're trying to 
 
          18   create jobs, then we should be in a whole different 
 
          19   area.  We should be addressing the outsourcing of 
 
          20   jobs, not building an airport.  So any way you look 
 
          21   at it, like someone here said, any way you look at 
 
          22   it, the common sense is not to build this airport. 
 
          23   We've got the airport in Gary, in Rockford, in 
 
          24   Milwaukee that are all underutilized; therefore, this 
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           1   is a lot of BS.  So that's about where I'd like to 
 
           2   leave it. 
 
           3             Thank you. 
 
           4        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
           5             Do we have any more speaker cards?  Anybody 
 
           6   else wishing to speak? 
 
           7             We'll take a break then. 
 
           8             We got a videotape from Henry May, Village 
 
           9   Trustee of Monee.  That's a videotape that someone 
 
          10   was gracious enough to drop off for the record.  So 
 
          11   we'll review this and enter it into the record. 
 
          12             Seeing no more people wishing to speak, 
 
          13   we'll take about a 15-minute break or so until we get 
 
          14   some cards. 
 
          15                       (A short break was had.) 
 
          16        MR. REWERTS:  We have one more speaker card, so 
 
          17   I'd like to convene so this person can provide their 
 
          18   comments and we won't have to sit around.  This 
 
          19   meeting will go until 8:00 o'clock, but we'll take 
 
          20   testimony from George Bolus, and then we'll adjourn 
 
          21   again until 8:00 o'clock or until we get another 
 
          22   speaker. 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                        George Bolus 
                                 3633 South Peoria 
           2                      Steger, Illinois 
 
           3             I have no prepared statement, and I wasn't 
 
           4   going to speak because it seemed like there was lot 
 
           5   of negativity, and I felt a little self-conscious 
 
           6   about speaking.  But my name is George Bolus.  I am a 
 
           7   landowner.  I own a farm in Beecher which will be 
 
           8   impacted by the airport.  Part of my farmland will be 
 
           9   taken, and I also have 47 acres just north of where 
 
          10   the airport is projected to be, across from 
 
          11   Crete-Monee Road. 
 
          12             And I want to say I look at this basically 
 
          13   from a historic perspective, and I look at what has 
 
          14   happened in the past hundred years and how violently 
 
          15   sometimes things have changed.  And, you know, we can 
 
          16   go back to the days when England revolved around 
 
          17   having a seaport, and the country developed around 
 
          18   that.  And we look at times in the early 19th century 
 
          19   when trains started to develop and how towns and 
 
          20   cities grew from that; and then in the 50s, from that 
 
          21   point on, it all seemed to resolve around the 
 
          22   airports. 
 
          23             I look at Illinois from a standpoint of the 
 
          24   economy and what's good for the people is good for -- 
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           1   If the economy is good, it's good for the people. 
 
           2   And I understand the impact that it has on some 
 
           3   people and that change is very difficult to accept at 
 
           4   certain points in our lives, but we know that things 
 
           5   have changed constantly.  And sometimes our heaven on 
 
           6   earth is disrupted and things happen that way, but 
 
           7   things will change and things will change for the 
 
           8   better. 
 
           9             I like what the Will County member said 
 
          10   that when we leave this earth, we have to leave it a 
 
          11   little bit better than the way that we came in.  I 
 
          12   take that approach in my life.  And my understanding 
 
          13   is I really feel that this airport is going to be 
 
          14   good.  I think it's going to be good.  Maybe for some 
 
          15   individuals it's very bad, and I understand that. 
 
          16   And I want the -- And I'm very impressed with the 
 
          17   process of the environmental study and the way that 
 
          18   the government is doing this.  And I enjoy being a 
 
          19   part of the process, and I think that it's very -- 
 
          20   It's not a negative thing.  I think it's a very 
 
          21   positive thing, and I think that the process is very 
 
          22   good.  And I believe in it.  I believe it's the 
 
          23   American way. 
 
          24             And I understand the problems that people 
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           1   have with the direct impact that they have.  Anytime 
 
           2   transportation changes or things happen, certain 
 
           3   people are impacted and there's problems.  I think we 
 
           4   need to approach it from a very conscious and 
 
           5   intelligent manner and just say if it's going to 
 
           6   happen, let's do this thing the right way.  And so 
 
           7   far, I see it happening that way.  I think the 
 
           8   interaction is very good. 
 
           9             I'm a believer and a proponent, and I think 
 
          10   so that the airport should be built.  I think that 
 
          11   when we experience change, we're all going to leave 
 
          12   this planet one day.  We're not here forever.  Things 
 
          13   are going to change, and things will get -- will 
 
          14   happen regardless. 
 
          15             And I think we all know deep down inside 
 
          16   that this is going to come about.  We can lie to 
 
          17   ourselves and say it's not going to happen, but it's 
 
          18   coming and it will be here. 
 
          19             Thank you for the opportunity. 
 
          20        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          21        MR. DIERINGER:  I'd like to address some issues 
 
          22   for a couple minutes. 
 
          23        MR. REWERTS:  Sure. 
 
          24 
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           1                     Charles Dieringer 
                                   150 Grace Lane 
           2                 Chicago Heights, Illinois 
 
           3             Charles Dieringer again. 
 
           4             Quite frankly, I will submit this all in 
 
           5   writing because I'm so actively involved and I have 
 
           6   been for many years.  I was elected to office in 1992 
 
           7   in Bloom Township, which was flooded in 1997 
 
           8   significantly.  In the meantime, I have been fighting 
 
           9   to solve flooding problems in my township for four 
 
          10   years, and I had some trustees that didn't want me to 
 
          11   spend the million dollars that they had stashed away 
 
          12   in the bank, so I cut taxes for four years. 
 
          13             Well, I'm not presently in office there 
 
          14   except that I also should be a school trustee for the 
 
          15   township.  And I was the only one on the ballot last 
 
          16   spring that was qualified, and it's going to take the 
 
          17   Attorney General of the State to straighten out what 
 
          18   goes on with the ballots.  But it's coming pretty 
 
          19   quick. 
 
          20             I've also been involved in a class action 
 
          21   lawsuit to stop the theft of $700,000 of taxes in 
 
          22   Bloom Township for the benefit of the receivers, 
 
          23   which are the units of the local government.  And the 
 
          24   Appellate Court upheld that action and said we were 
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           1   right. 
 
           2             So there are good people out there, and we 
 
           3   have to communicate and work together on this.  I 
 
           4   want to talk just briefly about the (Inaudible.) 
 
           5             I don't think there's any evidence that the 
 
           6   corn is going to be damaged by these planes and the 
 
           7   pollution.  Now, I drive 18-wheelers in seven states, 
 
           8   and I look at the environmental projects.  It's one 
 
           9   way to get around pretty economically.  And I haven't 
 
          10   seen any cornfields being damaged, and I've seen a 
 
          11   lot of them.  They do provide a good buffer for 
 
          12   noise.  If there is something that comes out of 
 
          13   airplane fuel that's different than comes out a 
 
          14   diesel truck, I think we all need to study that issue 
 
          15   a little more carefully. 
 
          16             As far as water and wetlands and wildlife 
 
          17   and the birds, I would invite you to go to Lansing, 
 
          18   Illinois.  That is an airport that will be -- It's 
 
          19   designed for another term for aviation type, for 
 
          20   local, private aviation type.  And it's a feeder 
 
          21   airport, and they have built that in a wetland.  And 
 
          22   this airport actually is in a flood plain in a flat 
 
          23   plateau as well.  And they have restored that area, 
 
          24   and it holds more water, and it's on the Lincoln 
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           1   drainage district, which is a 28-mile drainage 
 
           2   district.  And that's up the reservoir as well. 
 
           3             I mean, the technology is here.  We have to 
 
           4   somehow make sure that it's applied and it's applied 
 
           5   fairly for the best benefit. 
 
           6             So thank you for hearing me out. 
 
           7             I am recording this, by the way, for 
 
           8   Chicago Heights cable TV.  I am the secretary of that 
 
           9   community, and we are one of 100 communities that of 
 
          10   two cable systems, so we have competition at that 
 
          11   level, too. 
 
          12             Thank you. 
 
          13        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          14        MS. MEYERS-HAFNER:  May I have a minute? 
 
          15        MR. REWERTS:  Yes, ma'am.  State your name again. 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                    Ellen Meyers-Hafner 
                               5537 West Pauling Road 
           2                      Monee, Illinois 
 
           3             My name is Ellen Meyers-Hafner. 
 
           4             I would just like to make sure that the FAA 
 
           5   has this brochure that was researched and written by 
 
           6   the Openlands Project.  It's entitled "This is as 
 
           7   close as airplanes need to get to Peotone," and it 
 
           8   shows a jet flying very high above in the sky. 
 
           9   Please read this.  It has very good information. 
 
          10        MR. REWERTS:  Yes, ma'am.  Thank you. 
 
          11             Anybody else?  We'll adjourn then. 
 
          12             Oh, Lois? 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                         Lois Arms 
                                     107 Nanti 
           2                   Park Forest, Illinois 
 
           3             John Malone, who is one of the founders at 
 
           4   Governors State, says that he thinks air travel has 
 
           5   hit its peak.  There are even air travel changes and 
 
           6   other ways of communicating.  One other thing that 
 
           7   people quote, 60 job -- A couple of them said it 
 
           8   today.  There are 60 people for every job.  That 
 
           9   counts babies and retired people, people that aren't 
 
          10   even looking for a job. 
 
          11        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you, Lois. 
 
          12             Anybody else? 
 
          13             If not, we'll adjourn until 8:00 o'clock if 
 
          14   we don't get any speakers, and then we'll reopen the 
 
          15   meeting to close it.  So the meeting is adjourned 
 
          16   until such time as we get somebody that wants to 
 
          17   speak. 
 
          18        MS. JOHNSON:  Feel free to fill out cards. 
 
          19                       (A short break was had.) 
 
          20        MR. REWERTS:  It's about 3 minutes to 8:00.  We 
 
          21   have a request from Mr. Dieringer to speak for a 
 
          22   couple more minutes, and then we'll go ahead and 
 
          23   close if nobody else has anything they want to say. 
 
          24 
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           1                     Charles Dieringer 
                                   150 Grace Lane 
           2                 Chicago Heights, Illinois 
 
           3             There's only a few of you left, but I just 
 
           4   want to dazzle you with this.  This is a picture of 
 
           5   Lake Michigan.  This is done from our satellites. 
 
           6   This is using new technology to identify this 
 
           7   resource, so we know how to link with Michigan and 
 
           8   get the water out of there safely. 
 
           9             You may recall about ten years ago, 
 
          10   Milwaukee had some serious problems.  They are now 
 
          11   the best water source out of all the Great Lakes, not 
 
          12   just Lake Michigan, because they dealt with the 
 
          13   problem. 
 
          14             Now, we have to deal with that problem in 
 
          15   Hammond.  Hammond is down here, and that pipeline I 
 
          16   was telling you about that goes to Chicago Heights is 
 
          17   not the best quality drinking water.  And people that 
 
          18   are on dialysis and that are diabetic can be affected 
 
          19   by the chemicals that are in that water, but that can 
 
          20   all be eliminated if we bring our intake out here in 
 
          21   the deep part of the lake and we ozonate our water. 
 
          22             Now, ozone -- And I know this is getting 
 
          23   off the topic a little bit -- But we built an ozone 
 
          24   plant in Lake Bluff 25 years ago, and I did a video 



 
                                                                  167 
 
 
 
           1   tour of that 25 years ago when it was being built. 
 
           2   We can solve these water problems.  I don't think 
 
           3   people -- That will make this land more valuable.  On 
 
           4   that -- I'm submitting all this in writing anyway, so 
 
           5   I mean, you don't have to struggle too hard with my 
 
           6   comments.  I'm going to organize it a little better. 
 
           7             Thank you very much. 
 
           8        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
           9             Does anybody else want to say anything? 
 
          10        MS. GREENE:  Yes. 
 
          11        MR. REWERTS:  Yes, ma'am.  State your name. 
 
          12 
 
          13 
 
          14 
 
          15 
 
          16 
 
          17 
 
          18 
 
          19 
 
          20 
 
          21 
 
          22 
 
          23 
 
          24 
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           1                         Aina Green 
                                14801 East Riverside 
           2                  South Holland, Illinois 
 
           3             Aina Greene, and I spoke before. 
 
           4             I would just like to say I was so very glad 
 
           5   I came today and I was so impressed with what 
 
           6   everybody had to say so much, but I would like to say 
 
           7   I was most impressed with the pilot that spoke and 
 
           8   pointed out that we are heading toward a time when we 
 
           9   don't even need those airports.  The airplane is 
 
          10   already proposed that does not need runways to land. 
 
          11   Things are changing.  We do not need the airports. 
 
          12   We're not going to need them because of changing 
 
          13   technology. 
 
          14             We're going to need fresh air and the 
 
          15   quality of our lives and a cleaner environment, and 
 
          16   we need to preserve it.  We have to rethink it with 
 
          17   the systems that were outlined by this gentleman who 
 
          18   just spoke. 
 
          19             Thank you. 
 
          20        MR. REWERTS:  Thank you. 
 
          21             With that, I'm going to call the meeting 
 
          22   adjourned.  Thank you for coming.  And we will take 
 
          23   all your comments into consideration.  Thank you. 
 
          24                      (Meeting adjourned.) 
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           1   STATE OF ILLINOIS      ) 
                                      )   SS. 
           2   COUNTY OF WILL         ) 
 
           3 
 
           4            I, Tiffany M. Pietrzyk, Registered 
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